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The VDOT design team worked closely with the NPS and consulting parties in order to develop a 

project that considers the setting and feeling of the GWMP. The goal behind the design is to minimize 

the visual and physical impact to the GWMP, while incorporating elements of design that creates a gateway 

entrance to the GWMP off I-495. Early in the Section 106 process, the NPS stated that a design clearly 

identifying the GWMP to drivers exiting I-495 was preferred. To meet this request, the design consultant 

presented a George Washington Memorial Parkway Visualization Booklet (the Booklet) at the February 6, 2020 

consulting parties meeting. VDOT maintains that the design options presented in the Booklet minimize the 

effect of the I-495 NEXT project to the GWMP. While the proposed project may alter the setting and feeling of 

the GWMP, the project does not diminish any aspects of integrity that contribute to the significance of the 

resource. The VDOT presented the NPS an opportunity to review and comment on the four design options 

presented in the Booklet.  

In an attempt to support the no adverse effect determination for the I -495 NEXT project, VDOT shall commit 

to the following conditions. The VDOT shall utilize Option 1, as described in the Booklet, at the entrance to the 

GWMP off I-495. The landscaping completed for the project shall meet NPS standards and specifications, 

apply the minimization and mitigations efforts requested by the NPS, as well as incorporate the results of the 

tree survey already completed for this project. VDOT shall consult with the NPS and consulting parties to 

ensure that the NPS-selected gateway design concept would avoid any adverse effects to the GWMP. VDOT 

shall develop a major milestones design review schedule in consultation with the Virginia SHPO, the NPS and 

other consulting parties. The major milestones design review schedule shall include at least two interim 

submissions for review.  

The implementing regulations of Section 106 of the NHPA define an effect as an “alteration to the 

characteristics of a historic property qualifying it for inclusion in or eligible for the National 

Register” [36CFR800.16 (i)]. The effect is adverse only when the alteration of a qualifying characteristic 

occurs in a “manner that would diminish the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, materials, 

workmanship, feeling, or association” [36CFR800.5 (a)]. VDOT Cultural Resources staff have reviewed the 

plans for this project, which reflect VDOT’s concerted efforts to minimize and avoid impacts to historic 

properties, as documented in part by the Booklet, and have determined that the project as proposed will alter 

but not diminish the integrity of historic properties within the project’s APE. As such, VDOT has determined 

that the revised design of the I-495 NEXT Project would have No Adverse Effect on historic properties in 

accordance with 36 CFR 800.5(b), provided that conditions are imposed and implemented to avoid adverse 

effects on the GWMP (VDHR No.: 029-0228) and the Dead Run Ridges Archaeological District (44FX3922), as 

well as its contributing resources Archaeological Sites 44FX0374, 44FX0379, 44FX0389, and 44FX2430 (see 

discussion above and concurrence page). The Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) has concurred 

with VDOT’s determination of No Adverse Effect. 

 

VDOT has held three public meetings, two question and answer sessions for the general public, two 

public hearings, 23 meetings with elected officials, 109 meetings with stakeholders and agencies, 22 

meetings with homeowners associations, and 22 one-on-one meetings with property owners. The materials 

have been available online and in hard copy in several locations since February 2020, and the project team 

has been available for questions and comments via phone throughout the planning and design process. These 

public involvement opportunities exceed both FHWA and VDOT policies for this type of NEPA study. VDOT 

has developed a Revised EA based on comments from the public, NPS, and other agencies.  
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