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The height of the noise walls is determined by the noise study. A Final Noise Analysis would be conducted 

during the final design phase, using the latest design plans, to determine appropriate heights that are 

required to mitigate noise impacts. The preliminary noise study which took into effect project traffic volumes in the 

Design Year, showed that the existing noise barrier is adequately providing noise abatement to meet VDOT 

standards and noise abatement policy requirements, and no modifications have been proposed at the southern 

end of the noise barrier. Farther to the north, the existing noise wall would need to be replaced to accommodate 

the proposed design. All proposed replacement barriers are required to meet or exceed the height (top elevation) 

of the existing noise barriers. 

                

Traffic studies show that the I-495 NEXT project , without the separate Maryland project, would have 

beneficial impacts: 

• Move up to 2,500 more people per hour in both directions combined 

• Better accommodate future travel demand 

• Reduce cut-through traffic demand on local, neighborhood roads 

• Reduce weaving needed to access the George Washington Memorial Parkway 

Prior to Maryland’s separate project opening, it is projected that there would be: 

• A 5 to 24 minute decrease in travel time on the northbound I-495 express lanes during peak periods 

• A 4 to 6 minute increase in travel time on the northbound general purpose lanes during peak periods 

• The same or better travel times for all Southbound lanes, and for Northbound Lanes during off-peak 

periods 

Maryland is moving forward with their separate environmental study and with their procurement of a separate 

Developer to design and construct the express/managed lanes in Maryland. 
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This multimodal path would be built to be in compliance with the Fairfax County comprehensive 

plan. Shared-use paths are an integral part of a multimodal transportation system and this portion of 

trail would help extend the Fairfax County trail network. Shared-use paths in some other portions of Fairfax 

County also use utility corridors which help to minimize tree loss, since these areas are already required to 

be clear of trees. The project includes a revegetation program to replace trees lost due to the construction 

of the project where feasible following construction. In addition, VDOT has committed to providing a tree 

survey for impacted areas during the design and construction phase of the project, once more detailed 

plans are available.  The tree survey would be used to further document tree impacts and to inform the 

revegetation plan.  

 

The proposed design does not change the roadway entrance to Timberly Lane from Lewinsville Road. 

Efforts would be made within the final design and right-of-way process to minimize impacts to the 

HOA’s landscaping at the entrance and compensate the HOA accordingly for any damages or direct impacts 

to the existing features (lighting, landscaping, etc.) should the land be acquired for the project. In the next 

phase of the project design, VDOT would refine the stormwater design to continue to try to minimize 

impacts to the community.  

The 495 NEXT project and shared-use path are not expected to increase vehicle traffic on Lewinsville Road 

or Timberly Lane. 

If parking issues arise as a result of the provision of the trail, the community would be able to work with 

Fairfax County to establish measures to mitigate this issue. For example, the community would be able to 

request the establishment of a Residential Permit Parking program for this neighborhood. 

VDOT is currently working with the Fairfax County Park Authority to provide land at the intersection of 

Georgetown Pike and Balls Hill Road, which could be developed by the Park as a parking area that could be 

used by park visitors or trail users. 
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The Design-Build contractor would be required to work within VDOT-owned land, and to minimize their 

impact during construction. The contractor would hold Pardon Our Dust or other public meetings prior to 

major stages of construction to communicate with affected communities how the construction would proceed. 

Where the sound wall is being impacted and replaced, construction access is expected to be primarily from the 

highway side of the project. 

 

The contractor is required to work with Fairfax County regarding construction noise, and to seek noise 

waivers. Access to all driveways and entrances would generally be maintained at all times. 

 

Wall heights and material specifications would be developed as part of the Final Noise Analysis, which would 

be completed as design is finalized. The final noise analysis would be made available on VDOT’s project 

website. As part of the voting process for new noise wall locations, benefited receptors would have details provided 

about the height and location of the wall and its expected reduction in decibels.  

Noise barriers are generally constructed of concrete panels with an absorptive finish on the roadway side. On 

bridges or other retaining structures, those noise barrier panels could be a lightweight fiberglass or vinyl panels with 

baffles. 

 

The stormwater facility at Timberly Lane is preliminarily proposed to be a dry swale. It would fill with 

stormwater during rain events, but would be designed to infiltrate water into the soil within 24 hours. Note 

that this facility is subject to change as the design is progressed. VDOT would be responsible to maintain it. It would 

be fenced. 

 

This section of shared-use path would be continuous between Lewinsville Road and Old Dominion Drive. 

 

The shared-use path would run from Lewinsville Road to Live Oak Drive north of Georgetown Pike, providing 

off-road connections between neighborhoods, parks, and schools, as well as existing roads. A future 

connection would be possible to Maryland via the planned American Legion Bridge replacement.  

For residential communities with parking issues, Fairfax County has a Residential Permit Parking program that allows 

for the establishment of parking restrictions in the neighborhood. The establishment of a Residential Permit Parking 

must be requested by the residential community to Fairfax County. 

 

Efforts would be made in final design to minimize the number of trees that would need to be removed for 

construction of shared-use path, replacement noise wall, and other project features. The assessment of trees 

for the purpose of determining revegetation needs would be conducted during final design. 
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As the project advances to final design, VDOT would work with the community as it relates to separation and 

screening of path to identify mitigation strategies. These elements would be addressed as project design and 

the right-of-way process advance and include discussion with the HOA.  

 

If these features are directly impacted by the project and they are located on private property (or HOA 

property), then through the right of way acquisition process, damages to those features would be valued in 

the appraisal and included in the offer to the property owner (or HOA) and negotiated through the right-of-way 

process. Typically, the contractor would not be making improvements on private property. 

 

The Public Hearing Plans indicate that 0.954 acres of HOA property would need to be acquired (fee simple) 

and a permanent easement of 0.761 acres would be needed. Efforts would be made during final design to 

reduce these impacts to the extent practical. VDOT’s guide to the right of way process is available online at https://

www.virginiadot.org/business/resources/Right_of_way/A_Guide_for_ Property_Owners_and_Tenants.pdf 

 

The right-of-way acquisition process would begin after the Federal Highway Administration issues a final 

NEPA decision, and following VDOT approval of the final plans. It is currently anticipated that this process 

would not begin until early 2022, when an agreement is finalized with VDOT’s private partner. VDOT would work 

with property owners to reach an agreement. In most cases, an agreement is reached. If an agreement is not 

reached, the courts would determine the compensation. 

 

VDOT has provided responses to the comments from the Timberly South HOA. These responses are posted 

on the project website and are included in the environmental document. Where possible, VDOT would 

modify the plans to address these comments. VDOT would continue to stay engaged with the community during the 

design and construction process to address issues as expeditiously as possible. 
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