
I-495 EXPRESS LANES NORTHERN EXTENSION PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS 

ID # Category Comment Name Response 

200213.
01 

Design The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495comments : Question: 
I was asked by a citizen whether Georgetown Pike will still have access 
to 495 after this project. The map appears to show where there will 
and won’t be access to Express Lanes. But it does not make clear where 
there will and won’t be access to the non-HOT lanes. 
VDOT has studied closure of the I-495 ramps and there was clear and 
strong community opposition to closure of the I-495 on ramps. 
Because of this, there should be no closure of on/off ramps to 
Georgetown Pike as a result of this project. 
Thank you, 

Scott 
Knight 

The proposed design (image below is from the materials 
presented at the May 2019 Public Information Meeting) 
maintains existing movements/access between I-495 general 
purpose lanes and Georgetown Pike. 

200213.
02 

Bike/Ped The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
 
495comments : Shared use path that begins at Old Dominion should 
extend all the way to shore of Potomac River to allow access to future 
pedestrian crossing on American Legion Bridge and to allow access to 
trail on south side of Potomac River (Potomac Heritage Trail). 

Scott 
Knight 
 

Access from Georgetown Pike to the I-495 General Purpose 
Lanes will be maintained. 

A shared use path network will be fully constructed by the 
project from Lewinsville Road to approximately Live Oak 
Drive.  For the segment of the shared use path between Live 
Oak Drive to the George Washington Memorial Parkway 
interchange, the project will prepare the rough grading and 
place the gravel bed for the shared use path in order to 
facilitate final construction and extension of the shared use 
path across the American Legion Bridge in the future by 
others.  This shared use path network configuration has been 
coordinated with the National Park Service (owners and 
operators of the Potomac Heritage Trail), Fairfax County 
Trails, and Fairfax County Park Authority (owners and 
operators of the Scotts Run Nature Preserve). 

200213.
03 

Design The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495comments : The scope of this project should include a complete 
replacement of the Route 193 bridge over 495 to include a complete 
redesign of the intersections of 495, Georgetown Pike (Route 193) and 
Balls Hill Road. The bridge shall be five lanes wide to allow dedicated 
through lanes plus two full left turn lanes to allow traffic from 
eastbound 193 to turn onto northbound 495. The on-ramp to north 
495 should be widened and lengthened to address the constant 

Scott 
Knight 

Various options for intersection/interchange configurations 
were considered during early concept planning stages. The 
Georgetown Pike interchange will remain a diamond 
interchange, but the lanes along Georgetown Pike will be 
reconfigured within the interchange to improve traffic 
operations and safety. This configuration was selected to 
improve traffic operations while minimizing right-of-way 
impacts. For example, a Single Point Urban Interchange or 
Diverging Diamond configuration at the Georgetown Pike 



backups. In addition, a redesigned bridge should be designed to 
prevent 495 traffic from exiting and re-entering as a means to pass 
traffic on 495. Although the HOT lanes are designed to reduce 
congestion, we should not assume that congestion will be resolved by 
HOT lanes because it hasn’t done so south of Tysons. 

Would encourage examination of other intersection designs like 
diverging diamond or the design of the Willard Road/Route 28 
intersection. 

interchange would likely result in impacts to historic and 
cultural resources on both sides of I-495.  
 
One of the I-495 NEXT project goals is to improve traffic 
operations, such as reducing traffic in the general purpose 
lanes to an extent that the queue spillback on the 
northbound on-ramp at this interchange is substantially 
reduced. At this location, the VDOT Project Team re-
evaluated the on-ramp configuration based on meetings with 
the Great Falls Citizens Association and McLean Citizens 
Association to address the queuing concern. The proposed 
ramp configuration from Georgetown Pike to northbound I-
495 has been modified since the Design Public Hearing Plans 
were released in February 2020 to address concerns about 
queuing on the on-ramp. The proposed revised configuration 
for the northbound ramp would provide:  
 

• 3 lanes for approximately 350 feet  
• 2 lanes for approximately 1,400 feet  
• A revised merge configuration at I-495, with a 2-lane 

on-ramp joining the I-495 general purpose lanes; 
the second ramp lane would end approximately 300 
feet after the merge with I-495.  

 
VDOT will continue to work with the design team to optimize 
the design configuration as the project advances to detailed 
design based on public input and cost and impact 
information.  
 

200215.
04 

Study/Out
reach 

Dear VDOT: 
 
Can you also make copies of the 495 northern extension design plans 
available at the Great Falls library? This project will have a significant 
impact on Great Falls and I hope you can make this information to 
people in Great Falls like you are doing for those in McLean and 
Tysons. 
 
Thank you, 

Scott 
Knight 
. 

We will place copies of the material at the Great Falls Library. 

200219.
05 

Regional 
Transport
ation  
 
Oppose 

We actively - oppose - adding express lanes near Georgetown Pike. 
We actively - oppose - enlarging the American Legion Bridge. 
We actively - oppose - hot lanes at Georgetown Pike. 
To improve the terrible traffic congestion at the American Legion 
Bridge environs, 

Carol 
Harrison 
Gregory 
Grady, Esq. 

The analysis indicates that there are significant benefits 
associated with the implementation of the Express Lanes 
Extension including: 
 

• Addition of new capacity 



and to insure the safety of our nation's Capitol,  
a NEW bridge should be built North and West of the American Legion 
Bridge. 
Sincerely, 

• Provision of new travel choices 
• Decrease in travel times during peak periods 
• Reduction in cut-through traffic on local roads 
• Improved safety 

 
The Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) has assessed the need for the widening of the 
American Legion Bridge and the construction of a new 
crossing north and west of the American Legion Bridge. The 
Long-Range Plan Task Force of the National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board (TPB) of MWCOG evaluated in 
2017 initiatives to address the long-term transportation 
needs of the region. The initiatives were selected based on 
their potential to significantly achieve a set of transportation 
goals for the region. One of the initiatives included the 
addition of a Northern Bridge over the Potomac River. 
Another initiative was to implement improvements to the 
regional express lanes travel network. Based on the study 
conducted by the Task Force, the TPB adopted in December 
of 2017 a resolution that endorsed five initiatives for further 
concerted TPB action. The implementation of improvements 
to the regional express lanes network (including remaining 
portions of the Capital Beltway) was selected as one of the 
five priority initiatives. The Northern Bridge over the 
Potomac was not selected at that time as a priority initiative. 

200224.
06 

Regional 
Transport
ation 

What's the hurry to widen 495 from Georgetown Pike to the bridge 
when MD hasn't committed to widening the bridge & MD 
beltway?   This is crazy!  nothing will be accomplished. 
And another bridge further out would be preferable. 
Will be at the March 12 meeting, 
who live on Live Oak Dr, the road that will be messed up. 

Ofelia & 
Emilio 
Fernandez 

The analysis indicates that there are significant benefits 
associated with the implementation of the Express Lanes 
Extension including: 
 

• Addition of new capacity 
• Provision of new travel choices 
• Decrease in travel times during peak periods 
• Reduction in cut-through traffic on local roads 
• Improved safety 

 
The Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) has assessed the need for the widening of the 
American Legion Bridge and the construction of a new 
crossing north and west of the American Legion Bridge. The 
Long-Range Plan Task Force of the National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board (TPB) of MWCOG evaluated in 
2017 initiatives to address the long-term transportation 
needs of the region. The initiatives were selected based on 



their potential to significantly achieve a set of transportation 
goals for the region. One of the initiatives included the 
addition of a Northern Bridge over the Potomac River. 
Another initiative was to implement improvements to the 
regional express lanes travel network. Based on the study 
conducted by the Task Force, the TPB adopted in December 
of 2017 a resolution that endorsed five initiatives for further 
concerted TPB action. The implementation of improvements 
to the regional express lanes network (including remaining 
portions of the Capital Beltway) was selected as one of the 
five priority initiatives. The Northern Bridge over the 
Potomac was not selected at that time as a priority initiative. 

200224.
07 

Regional 
Transport
ation 

The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495comments : For the GW Parkway/495 intersection, VDOT should 
implement design option 4 that provides access to/from the Virginia 
HOT lanes but does not provide access from the Maryland HOT lanes. 
The capacity of GW Parkway is not expanding and Virginia shouldn't be 
paying to expand access for Maryland to the GW Parkway. 
If Marylanders want expedited access to downtown DC, they should 
make improvements to the Cabin John Parkway and Clara Barton 
Parkway and not try to force more traffic down the GW Parkway, which 
is well above capacity and not being expanded. Virginia shouldn't bear 
the cost and congestion of NIMBY behavior by those near Canal Road. 
If MD needs better access to DC, let them make improvements to Canal 
Road. 

Scott 
Knight 

GWMP traffic congestion: VDOT conducted an internal 
sensitivity analysis in June 2019 and found that not including 
the access to and from the Maryland managed lanes system 
would result in increased congestion along GWMP 
westbound (outbound) due to the bottleneck for the existing 
ramp to northbound I-495 GP. The proposed new ramp 
connection to northbound I-495 Express was found to relieve 
this congestion. 
 
GWMP access: GWMP provides direct access to major 
destinations in Virginia, including the CIA/FHWA 
headquarters in Langley, the Pentagon, Ronald Reagan 
Washington National Airport, and the major commercial 
areas within Arlington and Alexandria. For trips from 
Maryland or beyond, GWMP provides the most direct – or in 
some cases, the only – route to these destinations. 
 
Funding Sources/Ownership: GWMP and Cabin John/Clara 
Barton Parkways are all owned and maintained by the 
National Park Service, not VDOT or MDOT. 

200226.
08 

Design  Thank you for providing the proposed design.  I’m a resident of 632 
Rivercrest Drive in McLean and I’m happy to see that sound walls are 
included in the design, thank you.  
  
I’m wondering how residents who were able to access the express 
lanes from Georgetown Pike heading on the outer-loop will be able to 
access the express lanes once the expansion is completed.  I’m a little 
concerned that the people being impacted the most by the extension 
of the express lanes are losing easy access to the lanes as I only see 
access from north of Georgetown Pike and down near Jones Branch in 
Tysons.  Is there any other access for those near the Georgetown Pike 
exit?  And what about those who want to exit from the express lanes 

Dave Rocca Access from Georgetown Pike to the Express Lanes will not 
be provided as part of the proposed Project NEXT.  However, 
the proposed layout of the Georgetown Pike interchange has 
been designed not to preclude a future ramp connection. 



on the inner loop onto Georgetown Pike?  Is that no longer 
possible?  Where would one exit?  Assuming I’m right, is there a way to 
give folks at Georgetown Pike the ability to enter and exit the express 
lanes? 
Thank you, 

200228.
09 

Oppose  
 
P3 
Projects / 
Tolling 

To Whom it May Concern: 
 
I am opposed to the "495 Next" project since express lanes run by this 
Australian company always increase traffic congestion and Virginia 
gains nothing from the transaction.  
 
We need to stop giving away our highways to public companies who 
charge excessive rates that can only be born by those who are very rich 
or are on an expense account. What we need are more lanes for traffic 
and better public transportation options.  
 
Sincerely, 

Arthur 
"Sash" 
Impastato 

The transportation improvements included in the 495 NEXT 
project are planned to be funded through private financing 
supported by toll revenues. Tolling is used to cover the costs 
to privately finance, construct, operate and maintain the 
Express Lanes without public subsidies. For the existing 
Capital Beltway Express Lanes facility, comparisons of traffic 
data and travel times before and after the lanes opened has 
shown a decrease in travel times on the general purpose 
lanes, as well as reduction in the level of congestion in some 
stretches. 

 
The toll rates on the Express Lanes are dynamically priced 
according to the traffic demand in the lanes, to maintain a 
reliable speed and consistent traffic flow. If fewer drivers 
choose to use the lanes, the toll rates decrease accordingly. 
In addition, users who have chosen to carpool also benefit 
from using the Express Lanes. 

200301.
10 

Regional 
Transport
ation 

To whom it may concern,  I am a McLean resident who works in 
Bethesda and I am well aware of the beltway issues within 3 miles  of 
Maryland along  the Northern part of 495.   I have been working in 
Maryland for the past 10 years.   My commute was made much worse 
when the fast lanes were installed.     It now takes me about 8 minutes 
to drive from the ramp on Georgetown Pike to the American Legion 
Bridge, a relatively short distance (approximately 1 mile) .  Since my 
husband and I both have family living in Maryland, we can tell you this 
backup is nearly always present.   
    Widening the beltway COULD make this stretch significantly worse, if 
you don't widen the American Legion Bridge and expand the lanes 
leading up to the bridge.  Within the final 3 miles of this stretch 
going from Virginia in to Maryland, Virginian's lanes go from 7 lanes to 
4 lanes at the American Legion Bridge.  Then, just half a mile past the 
bridge, the beltway widens again in Maryland.    As I come home from 
work everyday,  I exit at Georgetown Pike and I sit in backed up traffic 
as I try to cross the  bridge on Georgetown Pike  to head inside the 
beltway.  This is another bridge which is WAY too narrow forth volume 
of traffic.  The bridges are Northern VA's  biggest traffic  problem and 
addressing these issues would significantly improve the flow of traffic.   

Deborah 
Hart 

The VDOT and Maryland Departments of Transportation 
understand the importance of widening the American Legion 
Memorial Bridge (ALMB) to address the traffic congestion in 
the corridor. While the analysis shows that more the 
implementation of the Express Lanes Extension helps move 
2,500 more people per hour in both directions prior to the 
widening of the ALMB, this number is increased to 5,400 
with the bridge widening. 



  In corresponding with people from the Department of Transportation 
in the past, the attitude that you only care about Virginia has been 
received by me repeatedly.   However, which one of you travels less 
then 3 miles from your home?  I live 2.5 miles from Maryland and 
states lines are not fences.   There are many other people like me 
working 9 miles from my home in McLean, VA.   I cross the Potomac 
River everyday and I witness the reverse of my commute being 
significantly worse.    We need more bridges and wider 
bridges.    Please work with Maryland to resolve this issue which 
benefits residents of both state.  
Sincerely, 

200302.
11 

P3 
Projects / 
Tolling 

Hi, 
In all of the articles about the new lanes to be added to 270 and 495 in 
Maryland, they are referred to toll lanes and not HOT lanes. If this is 
the case, how will the Virginia HOT lanes interact with the Maryland 
HOV lanes? Will it be possible for HOV drivers to get out of the lanes on 
the bridge to avoid the Maryland tolls?  
Also, will Virginia continue to subsidize the Maryland HOV drivers who 
drive on the Virginia HOT lanes? My understanding is that Virginia pays 
Transurban for HOV drivers if tolls are below some threshhold. If 
Maryland is going to make Virginia HOV drivers pay tolls in Maryland, 
then  Virginia should make Maryland drivers pay tolls in Virginia. 
Thanks. 

Bill 
Shvodian 
 

Maryland DOT and the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) have not determined which alternative in the MD I-
495 Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be the 
Preferred Alternative.  The range of alternatives includes 
express toll lanes and HOT lanes. 
Virginia and Maryland have been coordinating efforts to 
provide for a transition between the two facilities, regardless 
of operating policies, as announced by the two state 
Governors in November of 2021, under the “Capital Beltway 
Accord.” The two states are engaged in ongoing coordination 
efforts to assess and consider the issues mentioned, 
including options for Virginia HOV vehicles to exit the Express 
Lanes between Virginia and Maryland, and conversely to 
allow HOV vehicles from Maryland to enter the system and 
use the lanes in Virginia. 
The existing 495 Express Lanes provide for toll-free travel on 
the facility for HOV-3 vehicles, regardless of what state the 
vehicle is registered in, provided they use an EZ-Pass Flex 
transponder. 
Details regarding HOV usage and payments from VDOT to the 
concessionaire are included in Section 13.05 Toll Exemptions; 
Excess High Occupancy Vehicle Usage on pages 84-85 of the 
495 HOT Lanes Amended and Restated Agreement: 
https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf  

200306.
12 

Study/Out
reach 

Dear Ms. Shaw, 
 
We have been reviewing the documents posted on VDOT 495 Next 
website with category experts and numerous questions arise. 
 
In your presentation on February 11, 2020 to the MCA Transportation 
Committee you indicated that the public meeting on March 12th would 
be comments only. You also kindly shared that you would be 

Debra 
Butler, 
MCA 
Transporta
tion 
Committee 

Ms. Butler, 
 
In addition to the project materials and maps 
being available at 495NorthernExtension.org, we will have 
presentation boards and plots of these materials, along with 
staff, at the public hearing on March 12, 2020. Our staff will 
be available at the meeting to discuss the project materials, 

https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf
https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf


personally available to discuss this directly with impacted citizens for 
Q&A.  We would like to arrange for that meeting as soon as possible 
(ideally prior to next Thursday) so that we may fully understand the 
impact and are able to ask questions.  
 
Furthermore in the VDOT report 
http://495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_1_environmental_assessment_final_with_appendices.pdf, 
the renderings and map scales are quite difficult for ordinary citizens 
fully grasp. In particular, the scale is easily adjusted to make ramps, 
heights, areas of impact, and such, less than transparent. 
 
To that end, please provide the following: 
 
Maps in 0-200 scale specifically targeted to distinct sections: 
a) Balls Hill Road crossing Rte. 193 ( (Exhibit 2-1d) 
b) Balls Hill Road crossing to Live Oak Bridge ( (Exhibit 2-1d) 
c) Flyover ramps joining 455 to GW Parkway (Exhibit 2-1e) 
 
Maps in 3D scale specifically targeted to distinct sections:  
a) Balls Hill Road crossing Rte. 193 ( (Exhibit 2-1d) 
b) Balls Hill Road crossing to Live Oak Bridge ( (Exhibit 2-1d) 
c) Flyover ramps joining 455 to GW Parkway (Exhibit 2-1e) 
 
I will call your office Monday morning to schedule the time and place. 

help better understand the maps, and answer any 
questions you may have.  
 
Additionally, printed copies of the materials are available to 
be viewed at the following locations: 
 
VDOT Northern Virginia District Office 
4975 Alliance Drive 
Fairfax, VA  22030 
   
McLean Government Center 
Office of Fairfax County Dranesville District Supervisor 
1437 Balls Hill Road 
McLean, VA  22101 
  
Fairfax County Government Center 
12000 Government Center Parkway 
Fairfax, VA  22035 
  
Dolley Madison Library 
1244 Oak Ridge Avenue 
McLean, VA  22101 
  
Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library 
7584 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA  22043 
  

We will be glad to participate in additional meetings with the 
MCA Transportation Committee after the public hearing and 
before the end of the formal public comment period, which 
concludes on April 15, 2020. Additionally, we will continue to 
gather input from the public and community groups beyond 
April 15, 2020. This input will still be considered by the 
project team, but if received after April 15, 2020, will not be 
included in the official Public Hearing record. 

200307.
14 

Design 

Bike/Ped 

Dear Ms. Richter: 

Just want to inform you that GFCA will be submitting feedback on the 
495 Express Lanes Northern Extension. This will have a significant 
impact because so many people rely on Georgetown Pike to get to the 
schools in Langley and work in DC/MD. We look forward to a solution 

Scott 
Knight 
Great Falls 
Citizen’s 
Association 

See response in the responses to Letters from Agencies, 
Organizations and Officials section in the EA. 

http://495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_1_environmental_assessment_final_with_appendices.pdf
http://495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_1_environmental_assessment_final_with_appendices.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4975+Alliance+Drive+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22030?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4975+Alliance+Drive+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22030?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1437+Balls+Hill+Road+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1437+Balls+Hill+Road+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/12000+Government+Center+Parkway+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22035?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/12000+Government+Center+Parkway+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22035?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1244+Oak+Ridge+Avenue+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1244+Oak+Ridge+Avenue+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7584+Leesburg+Pike+Falls+Church,+VA%C2%A0+22043?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7584+Leesburg+Pike+Falls+Church,+VA%C2%A0+22043?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_1_environmental_assessment_final_with_appendices.pdf


that will reduce the backup on Georgetown Pike near the 495 
intersection. 

With the 495/Georgetown Pike intersection, were multiple design 
options considered including Single Point Urban Interchange and 
Diverging Diamond? Both designs would force those taking off-ramps 
from 495 to turn left or right instead of using the off and on ramps as a 
tool to get around standstill traffic. Based on the history with the rest 
of the 495 Express Lanes, the construction won't resolve congestion 
and so people will be engaging in this same behavior of using the 
off/on ramps as a passing lane and we recommend choosing a design 
that would stop it. 

We really appreciate that this effort should reduce the backups on 
Georgetown Pike that often extend as far as Spring Hill Road in the 
evening and that make it difficult to pick up kids at Cooper and Langley 
and elsewhere. 

Regardless of what design is chosen, the on-ramp from Georgetown 
Pike to north 495 needs to be widened so that the full volume of traffic 
from a left turn cycle can enter the ramp without blocking the 
intersection. GFCA supports having two full left turn lanes but VDOT 
won't see a benefit unless the on-ramp can receive that traffic. 
Currently it can't and the design doesn't seem to change that. 

We hope that VDOT can succeed in getting trails built from Lewinsville 
Road to the existing Potomac Heritage Trail along the Potomac River 
and connect to the American Legion Bridge. Lewinsville Road has 
bike/pedestrian paths that allow connectivity to both Dolly 
Madison/East Tysons and Spring Hill/West Tysons from/to Maryland 
and the Potomac Heritage Trail. 

Hope you are having a great weekend! Thank you for making the 
design materials available in Great Falls. They really helped during our 
last GFCA TRN meeting. 

Best wishes, 

No 
acknowled
gement 
response 
email 
needed.  
Part of 
continued 
correspond
ence with 
Scott 
Knight. 
6/5/2020. 

200310.
15 

Individual 
Property 
& ROW 

Thanks so much for sending these graphics, Abi. Doing so with only a 
one business-day turnaround after our meeting is extremely 
impressive! 
 
They are indeed helpful, though I frankly think that your verbal 
explanations in person were more valuable. It’s extremely hard (at 

Craig 
Tenney 

Comment noted. Abi has been in continued correspondence 
with Mr. Tenney and other impacted property owners 
referenced. 



least for an untrained eye such as mine) to deduce the number of 
feet/meters involved in the various distances shown. To me, your 
explanation that the new right-of-way will take approximately 14 feet 
of our properties from the barbed wire dividing our land from the 
current 8-10 foot right-of-way alongside the “bumped-in” portion of 
the soundwall (to which the rest of the wall will be aligned), was by far 
the most useful bit of information we received. 
  
I have forwarded the graphics to the Bustani’s and Johnston’s, but I 
must mention that I don’t know the Ruans and can’t even figure out 
where their home is located. Unless they’re part of Bill Johnston’s 
home neighborhood (he doesn’t live in the 1010 Spencer Road house), 
I don’t think anyone else does. So I hope you can send the Ruans their 
graphic separately. 
  
We are all very grateful for VDOT and yourself having made your time 
available. Though of course we’re not 100% happy with the impacts of 
the project on us and our properties, I personally am proud if this is an 
example of how well this country’s state and local governments seek to 
work in collaboration with citizens in the process of developing 
projects. 
  
Regards, 

200310.
16 

Support Attention VDOT Staff: 

As an active commuter in Northern Virginia, I have long witnessed the 
serious congestion along the I-495 Corridor near the terminus of the 
495 Express Lanes. I appreciate how much the express lanes have 
improved commute times for thousands of daily travelers like myself, it 
is clear that more needs to be done to improve the I-495 Corridor. I 
support 495 NEXT because this project will bring about real relief to 
travelers who use the I-495 Corridor, and hopefully aid the 
development of the American Legion Bridge project, which is a top 
priority for the Northern Virginia business community. 
I encourage the Commonwealth to advance the 495 NEXT project 
without delay and extend the benefits of the Express Lanes 
northbound to the Potomac River. 

Kevin McNulty 

Kevin 
McNulty 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 

200310.
17 

Support Dear Gentlemen, W. Bruce 
Jennings 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 



Congestion on Interstate 495 near the American Legion Bridge is some 
of the worst in the D.C. Region. While great strides have been made to 
reduce congestion along many of Northern Virginia’s interstate 
corridors, more can be done to address hot spots such as this, which 
will improve the quality of life for thousands of commuters who rely on 
I-495 for their daily commute. I am writing in support of the 495 NEXT 
project because I believe it is vital to get traffic moving between the 
Dulles Toll Road and George Washington Memorial Parkway. The 
approval of this project will also help bring about the expansion of the 
American Legion Bridge, which is critical to ensuring Northern Virginia’s 
continued economic growth.  

The 495 NEXT project will also provide a benefit to our regional 
economy. Estimates show that this project will deliver over $800 
million dollars in economic impact to the region and support over 
6,000 jobs during construction. The long term benefits are even more 
important, as the ability to get people to and from work on time and 
move goods through this corridor will make our region more 
economically competitive for decades to come. 

This project is a regional game changer and I am hopeful that it will 
move forward without delay. The extension of the Express Lanes and 
then the future widening of the American Legion Bridge is critically 
important to our continued economic growth. 

Regards, 
200311.
18 

Study/Out
reach 

Abi and Christiana, 

thanks for you time last night and our apologies for keeping you there 
late yesterday.  Given that the velocity of cancellations of meetings, 
schools and public activities due to virus concerns is increasing rapidly I 
hope that you are seriously considering rescheduling the meeting on 
Thursday.  I would also think that the attendees to the public meeting 
will likely skew towards an older population that appears to be 
especially vulnerable to the virus. Many may opt to stay home out of 
concern which may be viewed as a bit dismissive of the concerns of 
that constituency who are impacted by this project.  In the scheme of 
things a delay of two weeks may give us a better idea of the spread of 
the virus and would go a long way to hearing the voice of the 
community.   

Sincerely,  

David 
Borsos 

Langley 
Club 

Notification Sent 3/12/2020 of postponement due to 
COVID19. 

 



200311.
19 

Support Dear Mr. Lerner: 

As you know, congestion on Interstate 495 near the American Legion 
Bridge is some of the worst in the D.C. Region. While great strides have 
been made to reduce congestion along many of Northern Virginia's 
interstate co1Tidors, more can be done to address hot spots such as 
this, which will improve the quality of life for thousands of commuters 
who rely on I-495 for their daily commute. I am writing in support of 
the 495 NEXT project because I believe it is vital to get traffic moving 
between the Dulles Toll Road and George Washington Memorial 
Parkway. Significantly, approval of this project will also help bring 
about the expansion of the American Legion Bridge, which is critical to 
ensuring Northern Virginia's continued economic growth. 

The 495 Express Lanes are a tremendous success. These lanes help 
move thousands of commuters through a busy corridor, and provide 
transportation choices such as carpooling and transit ridership. 
Through the approval of the 495 NEXT project, these benefits can be 
extended along the corridor and relieve congestion in this regional hot 
spot. 

This project is a regional game changer and I am hopeful that it will 
move forward without delay. The extension of the Express Lanes and 
then the future widening of the American Legion Bridge is critically 
important to our continued economic growth. 

Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, 

William L. 
Walsh, Jr. 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 
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I agree wholeheartedly with the formal complaint submitted below.  

On Mar 11, 2020, at 4:23 PM, wrote: 

CLERK TO THE BOS PLEASE SHARE INDIVIDUALLY AND AS GROUP TO 
SUPERVISORS. Dear VDOT Leadership, Dear Elected Officials, I would 
like to register a formal complaint regarding the forth coming VDOT 
Public Hearing March 12, 2020  re: 495 Express Lanes Northern 
Extension Project. Plans were posted February 26, 2020. Updates were 
posted March 3, 2020 There is lack of sufficient time to digest the 
amount of material 
It is noted on design maps that plans are not final, partially complete 
and subject to change   
Susan Shaw, Megaprojects leader for the 495 Expansion, stated, at the 
meeting to the MCA Transportation Committee on February 11, 2020, 

Harriet 
Grant 
 

Notification Sent 3/12/2020 of postponement due to 
COVID19. 



that design/plans are only approximately 20% completed, and there 
should be no agreement to plans of this magnitude that are not 
finalized and are subject to changes either from VDOT, MDOT, or 
vendors 
It has been mandated that this is a comment only meeting due to 
constraints of time and citizen participation 
The video review offered is not a substitute to a Public Hearing, when 
people are fearful to attend due to the spreading COVID 19 PANDEMIC 
and the recent warnings for no public gatherings  
The fact that such video will not allow for public review of the maps 
and materials, particularly given the density and scale, is not 
acceptable as a Public Hearing and oversteps Public Transparency and 
input  
As such I would petition for the following: 
Schedule an additional Public Hearing after the COVID-19 threat has 
dissipated . 
Add additional meetings, to review in detail plans with proper, 
unlimited Q&A, as well as Maps to scale, and in 3D, so that citizens can 
fully understand the scope of impact.All meetings be scheduled with 
required advance time to all from thorough review of complete 
materials as required VDOT's Public Involvement Manual (Section/Page 
A13) stating that all plans and materials must be available for review 30 
days prior to a public hearing  Hold a bonafide Public Hearing when 
plans at further along than where they are to date; hold the meeting 
with the plans reach verifiable, accurate depictions of what will actually 
occur. Also add to the record, please, the broad concern about a large, 
public meeting in face of the emerging Corona Virus. WHO as of today, 
has officially declared the COVID 19 a Pandemic.  One only needs to 
look at the stores and check-out lanes to see how the people of 
McLean are feeling.  As the CDC asks people to maintain social 
distance, not to attend large gatherings, and limit public exposure, 
people are concerned about the gathering. Additionally, people are 
concerned with potentially bringing germs to our elderly and our high 
school.  We should anticipate a very limited turn-out which may be just 
a further instance of public injustice. At worst, we should contemplate 
and prepare for a person(s) in attendance that may have been, 
unknowingly, exposed to this disease as it spreads in our region and 
county.  
Sincerely, 
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All - 
 
The just announced Livestream of tomorrow's public hearing is helpful 
for sure. However, it is one-way and therefore no substitute for remote 
viewers to participate. I hope VDOT will stop surprising 

Joanne 
Stone 
Wyman 
 

Notification Sent 3/12/2020 of postponement due to 
COVID19. 



residents/landowners/the public with unannounced postings of 
complex technical documents and/or significant changes to plans. 
Equally important to adequate, transparent public consultation, VDOT 
needs to hold a series (i.e., more than one) public technical workshops 
to help the public decipher the available documents and the 
implications of the plans. 
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Regional 
Transport
ation 

Governor Northam: 

VDOT is acting totally in an irresponsible way in regard to the meeting 
on March 12th, which should be postponed, along with every agency, 
organization in the Washington metropolitan area. in addition, VDOT 
disregards any of the valid recommendations of the taxpayers, who live 
near the intersection of Georgetown Pike and the beltway.  We 
experience the gridlock, and we know that additional lanes, and toll 
lanes, will make a bad gridlock even worse.VDOT has a nightmare plan, 
which they seem hell bent on implementing. To really protect the 
citizens of the Washington metropolitan area, we need a new bridge 
North and West of the American Legion Bridge. 

Carol 
Harrison 

Gregory 
Grady, Esq. 

 

The analysis indicates that there are significant benefits 
associated with the implementation of the Express Lanes 
Extension including: 
 

• Addition of new capacity 
• Provision of new travel choices 
• Decrease in travel times during peak periods 
• Reduction in cut-through traffic on local roads 
• Improved safety 

 
The Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) has assessed the need for the widening of the 
American Legion Bridge and the construction of a new 
crossing north and west of the American Legion Bridge. The 
Long-Range Plan Task Force of the National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board (TPB) of MWCOG evaluated in 
2017 initiatives to address the long-term transportation 
needs of the region. The initiatives were selected based on 
their potential to significantly achieve a set of transportation 
goals for the region. One of the initiatives included the 
addition of a Northern Bridge over the Potomac River. 
Another initiative was to implement improvements to the 
regional express lanes travel network. Based on the study 
conducted by the Task Force, the TPB adopted in December 
of 2017 a resolution that endorsed five initiatives for further 
concerted TPB action. The implementation of improvements 
to the regional express lanes network (including remaining 
portions of the Capital Beltway) was selected as one of the 
five priority initiatives. The Northern Bridge over the 
Potomac was not selected at that time as a priority initiative. 
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CLERK TO THE BOS PLEASE SHARE INDIVIDUALLY AND AS GROUP TO 
SUPERVISORS. 
 
Dear VDOT Leadership, Dear Elected Officials, 
 

Debra 
Butler 

Notification Sent 3/12/2020 of Public Hearing postponement 
due to COVID19. 



I would like to register a formal complaint regarding the forth coming 
VDOT Public Hearing March 12, 2020  re: 495 Express Lanes Northern 
Extension Project. 
Plans were posted February 26, 2020. Updates were posted March 3, 
2020 
There is lack of sufficient time to digest the amount of material 
It is noted on design maps that plans are not final, partially complete 
and subject to change   
Susan Shaw, Megaprojects leader for the 495 Expansion, stated, at the 
meeting to the MCA Transportation Committee on February 11, 2020, 
that design/plans are only approximately 20% completed, and there 
should be no agreement to plans of this magnitude that are not 
finalized and are subject to changes either from VDOT, MDOT, or 
vendors 
It has been mandated that this is a comment only meeting due to 
constraints of time and citizen participation 
The video review offered is not a substitute to a Public Hearing, when 
people are fearful to attend due to the spreading COVID 19 PANDEMIC 
and the recent warnings for no public gatherings  
The fact that such video will not allow for public review of the maps 
and materials, particularly given the density and scale, is not 
acceptable as a Public Hearing and oversteps Public Transparency and 
input  
 
As such I would petition for the following: 
Schedule an additional Public Hearing after the COVID-19 threat has 
dissipated  
Add additional meetings, to review in detail plans with proper, 
unlimited Q&A, as well as Maps to scale, and in 3D, so that citizens can 
fully understand the scope of impact 
All meetings be scheduled with required advance time to all from 
thorough review of complete materials as required VDOT's Public 
Involvement Manual (Section/Page A13) stating that all plans and 
materials must be available for review 30 days prior to a public hearing   
Hold a bonafide Public Hearing when plans at further along than where 
they are to date; hold the meeting with the plans reach verifiable, 
accurate depictions of what will actually occur 
 
Also add to the record, please, the broad concern about a large, public 
meeting in face of the emerging Corona Virus. WHO as of today, has 
officially declared the COVID 19 a Pandemic.  One only needs to look at 
the stores and check-out lanes to see how the people of McLean are 
feeling.  As the CDC asks people to maintain social distance, not to 
attend large gatherings, and limit public exposure, people are 



concerned about the gathering. Additionally, people are concerned 
with potentially bringing germs to our elderly and our high school.  We 
should anticipate a very limited turn-out which may be just a further 
instance of public injustice. At worst, we should contemplate and 
prepare for a person(s) in attendance that may have been, 
unknowingly, exposed to this disease as it spreads in our region and 
county. 
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Thank you for your response on behalf of Ms Shaw, I presume. 

 
I will reiterate my request: 
Please provide the following: 
 

• Maps in 0-200 scale specifically targeted to 
distinct sections: 

a) Balls Hill Road crossing Rte. 193 ( (Exhibit 2-1d) 
b) Balls Hill Road crossing to Live Oak Bridge ( (Exhibit 2-1d) 
c) Flyover ramps joining 455 to GW Parkway (Exhibit 2-1e) 
 

• Maps in 3D scale specifically targeted to distinct 
sections:  

a) Balls Hill Road crossing Rte. 193 ( (Exhibit 2-1d) 
b) Balls Hill Road crossing to Live Oak Bridge ( (Exhibit 2-1d) 
c) Flyover ramps joining 455 to GW Parkway (Exhibit 2-1e) 

Debra 
Butler 

Ms. Butler, 

In addition to the project materials and maps 
being available at 495NorthernExtension.org, we will have 
presentation boards and plots of these materials, along with 
staff, at the public hearing on March 12, 2020. Our staff will 
be available at the meeting to discuss the project materials, 
help better understand the maps, and answer any 
questions you may have.  
 
Additionally, printed copies of the materials are available to 
be viewed at the following locations: 
 
VDOT Northern Virginia District Office 
4975 Alliance Drive 
Fairfax, VA  22030 
   
McLean Government Center 
Office of Fairfax County Dranesville District Supervisor 
1437 Balls Hill Road 
McLean, VA  22101 
  
Fairfax County Government Center 
12000 Government Center Parkway 
Fairfax, VA  22035 
  
Dolley Madison Library 
1244 Oak Ridge Avenue 
McLean, VA  22101 
  
Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library 
7584 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA  22043 
  
We will be glad to participate in additional meetings with the 
MCA Transportation Committee after the public hearing and 
before the end of the formal public comment period, which 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/4975+Alliance+Drive+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22030?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4975+Alliance+Drive+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22030?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1437+Balls+Hill+Road+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1437+Balls+Hill+Road+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/12000+Government+Center+Parkway+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22035?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/12000+Government+Center+Parkway+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22035?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1244+Oak+Ridge+Avenue+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1244+Oak+Ridge+Avenue+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7584+Leesburg+Pike+Falls+Church,+VA%C2%A0+22043?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7584+Leesburg+Pike+Falls+Church,+VA%C2%A0+22043?entry=gmail&source=g


concludes on April 15, 2020. Additionally, we will continue to 
gather input from the public and community groups beyond 
April 15, 2020. This input will still be considered by the 
project team, but if received after April 15, 2020, will not be 
included in the official Public Hearing record. 
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FOR THE RECORD 
Clerk to the BOS - please distribute individually, and jointly, to the 
Supervisors 
 
Dear Ms. Shaw, 
 
1)  I would kindly ask for a response today to my below message given 
the gravity of this situation and the very short turn around time to 
digest the information before tomorrow’s meeting.  
 
2)  Please have maps at 0-100 at the meeting tomorrow in areas of 
disturbance as noted below, as well as 3D maps of those areas at our 
meeting tomorrow. 

Debra 
Butler 

Ms. Butler, 
In addition to the project materials and maps 
being available at 495NorthernExtension.org, we will have 
presentation boards and plots of these materials, along with 
staff, at the public hearing on March 12, 2020. Our staff will 
be available at the meeting to discuss the project materials, 
help better understand the maps, and answer any 
questions you may have.  
 
Additionally, printed copies of the materials are available to 
be viewed at the following locations: 
 
VDOT Northern Virginia District Office 
4975 Alliance Drive 
Fairfax, VA  22030 
   
McLean Government Center 
Office of Fairfax County Dranesville District Supervisor 
1437 Balls Hill Road 
McLean, VA  22101 
  
Fairfax County Government Center 
12000 Government Center Parkway 
Fairfax, VA  22035 
  
Dolley Madison Library 
1244 Oak Ridge Avenue 
McLean, VA  22101 
  
Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library 
7584 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA  22043 
  
We will be glad to participate in additional meetings with the 
MCA Transportation Committee after the public hearing and 
before the end of the formal public comment period, which 
concludes on April 15, 2020. Additionally, we will continue to 
gather input from the public and community groups beyond 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/4975+Alliance+Drive+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22030?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4975+Alliance+Drive+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22030?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1437+Balls+Hill+Road+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1437+Balls+Hill+Road+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/12000+Government+Center+Parkway+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22035?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/12000+Government+Center+Parkway+Fairfax,+VA%C2%A0+22035?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1244+Oak+Ridge+Avenue+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1244+Oak+Ridge+Avenue+McLean,+VA%C2%A0+22101?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7584+Leesburg+Pike+Falls+Church,+VA%C2%A0+22043?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7584+Leesburg+Pike+Falls+Church,+VA%C2%A0+22043?entry=gmail&source=g


April 15, 2020. This input will still be considered by the 
project team, but if received after April 15, 2020, will not be 
included in the official Public Hearing record. 
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John…….Jane attended the MCA TC meeting.  This was helpful. 
I arrived a few minutes late because I was responding to your email 
tonite. Before I sat down I was told a Vote had been taken and the 
result was “Not to Delay” Public Hearing. 
I counted 10 Committee members. I do not know the actual vote count 
for NO. What is disturbing is that No One at that Meeting had 
Reviewed the VDOT Documents ! 
3 members had read my emails, but did not understand the 
Information I was Listing. They do not understand that there are NO 
MORE NEPA Public Hearings. They think NEPA Process will have Future 
Opportunities…Additional NEPA Hearings…. NO…..This is it on Thursday 
!They think “Comments” to VDOT are enough….. But they do not 
understand Plans, Draft Document and what should be Included or 
what questions to ask. “Meetings”, you mention, holding after the 
HEARING,  will not matter after this PUBLIC HEARING …. NEPA will be a 
Done Deal ! These 10 uninformed MCA Committee members are the 
ones you are relying on for guidance. 
These 10 Members do not represent MCA, MCA Membership or 
McLean Residents. They represent themselves. They are Uninformed 
and not happy to consider the Facts I was sharing. Facts I am receiving 
from researching Residents. They did not want to read Documents to 
get more Facts. They did NOT Want More Information before Hearing 
in order to understand Documents and Impacts or Study Data 
Structuring. These are very bright people. I was shocked and 
dismayed.  There will be research in a few weeks by 3 Committee 
Members for Comments to VDOT and the MCA Letter or Resolution to 
be done in a few weeks. This is Too Late to Impact the NEPA 
Submission to Federal Approval.  This is Too LATE for Input at PUBLIC 
HEARING on Thursday. All this is being Rushed by VDOT.   Clever but 
Wrong & Unfair to the Public….and Public Process. Obviously, 
something is not right that VDOT is Not Delaying this Hearing even 
though Requested by Residents. Something is questionable that 
Langley Club did not get their VDOT Meeting, requested last 
week.   Neighbors did not get their requested Briefing. Susan and 
Abi……Residents are Requesting a 495 NEXT PUBLIC HEARING DELAY !  
FYI...Jane agreed to research Time Requirements for Posting of 
Document online for a Project before A PUBLIC HEARING. March 3, 
More Documents were put online and accidentally found.  There was 
NO Public Notification or Alert by VDOT or Officials to Residents . Did 
Officials even know about New Documents ?  Did you know ? Is this 
Allowed or “legal” ? These New Documents are MORE COMPLEX that 

April 
Georgelas 

VDOT staff met with representatives of the Langley Swim & 
Tennis Club on March 10, 2020, the evening before this email 
was sent. Prior meetings with the swim club had occurred on 
Nov. 30, 2018, April 23, 2019, and Nov. 11, 2019. The project 
team and club have held a series of meetings and follow-up 
discussions beginning in Nov. 2020.  

Limited Access Line information was posted and provided in 
hard copy at public viewing locations. One single document 
was reissued to correct for a labeling issue on March 3, with 
a note added to the website, to supersede an earlier version 
of the file that previously had an unclear and illegible note: 

 Limited Access Lines (Updated 3/3/2020) 

The note in question was a clarification as shown in the 
bottom left corner each sheet within the file (total of 5 
sheets): “Note: This schematic reflects a preliminary 
conceptual design that is still under review and study, and 
alternative configurations and access locations are being 
evaluated and coordinated with project stakeholders.”  

The material information conveyed in the graphics for this 
updated file did not change. 

The project purpose and need are outlined at length (20 
pages) in the posted EA document’s “Chapter 1.0 Purpose 
and Need” and in the introductory sections of most of the 
Technical Reports from February 2020. 

The March 12, 2020, public hearing was postponed due to 
the COVID-19 state of emergency declaration. Nearly seven 
months elapsed before the rescheduled public hearings (Oct. 
5 and 8, 2020), providing adequate time for the public to 
review documents. The public comment period remained 
open for nearly two months (until Dec. 4, 2020) following the 
public hearings.  

The project development process has followed all 
requirements of 23 CFR 771.111 [Early coordination, public 
involvement, and project development], 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/limited_access_lines.pdf


others and ned to be explained.  An Engineer would be nice. Requested 
Meetings have been ignored by VDOT. Project Purpose & Need are 
NOT discussed in VDOT Draft Document. This is a  Necessary part of a 
Real Legal NEPA Document .Susan and Abi…Will you please comment 
on these concerns ? FYI…I came home to a new Alert from some 
Residents. This Project does NOT meet CODE of Federal 
Regulations….23.USC. 771.111 . According to the Traffic Analysis and 
the Environmental Assessment this Project should not be allowed 
unless MD builds a Bridge First ! There is a 15 day minimum that 
information concerning limited access line and right of way impacts be 
publicly available.  I need more clarification.  Do you ? Taxpaying 
Residents Need More Time to Review VDOT Documents and 
Information…Newly submitted  and Old. VDOT needs to conduct 
adequate and appropriate Traffic Studies…Including  Impacted Streets 
of McLean CBC,  123 & Old Dominion Corridor, Tysons, Neighborhoods, 
Regional Impacts  ….all omitted from VDOT page 4 Chart of the Local 
Streets (few) “included" in Study. Construction Traffic Impact Studies 
are missing and need to be done, as agreed on.  Even MCA Members 
suggested this one ! VDOT and John…...Please Delay the March 12th 
PUBLIC HEARING …NEPA Draft Document is not yet Complete and 
ready for a PUBLIC HEARING.    The Public needs much more Time for 
Information Review and Clarification. Why the RUSH ? 
 
Thanks…… 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-
vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111, most notably:  

1. Early coordination with federal and local agencies 
during scoping –  

VDOT and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) held 
partnering meetings to coordinate early scoping of the 
project, including EPA, NPS, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Virginia DEQ, and MDOT. VDOT and FHWA also met with the 
public to provide an opportunity to engage in project scoping 
and to provide inputs on the project limits and the Purpose 
and Need for the project. In addition, a Stakeholder 
Technical Advisory Group was formed to regularly brief and 
coordinate with a number of local agencies (in addition to 
federal agencies) including Fairfax County DOT, DRPT, 
MWAA, and Capital Beltway Express, early on in the project 
scoping process and throughout project development. 

2. Public Involvement 

VDOT has held three public meetings, two question and 
answer sessions for the general public, two public hearings, 
18 meetings with elected officials, 32 meetings with 
stakeholders and agencies, nine meetings with homeowners 
associations, and 23 one-on-one meetings with property 
owners. The Public Hearings held on October 5 and 8, 2020, 
provided both in-person, as well as virtual opportunities for 
the public to engage in the process. Prior to the Public 
Hearings, VDOT held two Public Information Meetings / 
Question-&-Answer Sessions virtually with the public. In 
addition, the materials have been available online and in 
hard copy in several locations since February 2020, and the 
project team has been available for questions and comments 
via phone throughout the planning and design process. VDOT 
has been proactive in its engagement with the public through 
meetings, as described above, with numerous local citizen 
groups and residential organizations. VDOT is continuing to 
meet with HOAs on a regular basis to provide updates and 
provide opportunities for additional input and dialogue. 
Additionally, VDOT is committed to continuing to engage 
with the community through the final design and 
construction phases. These public involvement opportunities 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111


exceed both FHWA and VDOT policy for this type of NEPA 
study. 

3. Independent utility and need and Project 
Development –  

The I-495 NEXT project has independent utility since it would 
provide a usable facility and be a reasonable expenditure of 
funds even if no additional transportation improvements in 
the area are made, including to the ALMB. The I-495 NEXT 
project does not include improvements to the ALMB, which 
would be constructed as part of Maryland’s proposed I-495 
Managed Lane project, nor does it require that Maryland’s 
widening of the ALMB be constructed prior to Virginia’s 
project. The Maryland Managed Lane project would 
independently provide access to the movements from 
GWMP to northbound I-495 Express and from southbound I-
495 Express to GWMP. VDOT, in coordination with FHWA, 
local governments, and stakeholders identified an alternative 
that would independently meet the project purpose and 
needs: reduce congestion, provide new travel choices, and 
improve travel reliability along I-495. The I-495 NEXT 
Environmental Assessment (EA) identified one build 
alternative which is acceptable under FHWA’s Technical 
Advisory T 6640.8A Guidance for Preparing and Processing 
Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents (FHWA, 1987). 
These decisions were presented to state and federal 
permitting agencies through project-specific agency 
meetings and coordination as the study developed. Under 
Technical Advisory T6640.8A, it states that “An EA does not 
need to evaluate in detail all reasonable alternatives for the 
project and may be prepared for one or more build 
alternatives.” The single build alternative leaves ample 
flexibility for different designs to be considered when the 
project advances to permitting and more detailed phases of 
design following an FHWA NEPA decision. 

4. Project Development: EA vs EIS   

NEPA process for the project will be completed when FHWA 
issues a NEPA decision document. Following the Public 
Hearing and receipt of public and agency comment, VDOT 
has been working with FHWA to respond to substantive 
public comments and complete any additional analyses that 



are deemed necessary for the NEPA process. Following that 
effort, VDOT will request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the 
results of these efforts do not identify any significant 
impacts, VDOT would request a Finding of No Significant 
Impact (FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would document 
FHWA’s selected action and document the absence of 
significant impacts. The issuance of the FONSI would 
complete the study process. On the other hand, if significant 
impacts are identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to 
initiate an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete 
the environmental study process. 

All future-year traffic analyses incorporate projects included 
in the CLRP at the time of study per Federal NEPA 
requirements. All background transportation projects are 
described in Chapter 5 of the Traffic and Transportation 
Technical Report; this chapter notes the Maryland managed 
lanes project as well as several other nearby planned 
improvements within the study area. The regional travel 
demand model used to develop traffic forecasts includes all 
CLRP projects for the entire Washington, DC, region.  

Thus, for the purposes of NEPA, the Maryland managed lanes 
project was included in both No Build and Build scenarios for 
the 495 NEXT project, including the 2025 analysis year. 
However, based on public feedback, VDOT agreed to include 
an additional sensitivity analysis of the 495 NEXT project 
prior to the Maryland managed lanes project being 
constructed; hence, this is provided in Appendix I. 

With regard to the streets studied: the facilities and 
intersections shown in the referenced diagram were 
reviewed and approved by FHWA and Fairfax County as part 
of the project Framework Document. The traffic operations 
analysis study area goes significantly beyond the required 
analysis area for NEPA. Several of the facilities noted in the 
letter as “omitted” are included in the traffic analysis study 
area, including Balls Hill Road, Dead Run Drive, the Route 123 
corridor, the Old Dominion corridor, and Route 193 corridor, 
and other regional streets in the vicinity of Route 193 (Swinks 
Mill Road, Spring Hill Road, Douglass Drive). The scope of the 
streets and local roads included in the study area was 
coordinated with Fairfax County DOT and FWHA; both 



agencies concurred with the scope of local facilities included 
in the analysis. 
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Support Dear Mr. Lerner:  
The Northern Virginia Chamber of Commerce, representing 700 
members with over 500,000 employees, is committed to ensuring that 
our region remains the best place to start and grow a business. In order 
to maintain our position as a top business destination we must 
continue to invest in developing a 21st century transportation network 
aimed at improving our mobility. That 21st century transportation 
network requires both public sector investments as well as leveraging 
private sector investment and innovation. That is why we strongly 
support the 495 NEXT project that will extend the 495 Express Lanes to 
the George Washington Memorial Parkway. 495 NEXT will create more 
than 6,000 jobs and inject more than $800 million in economic activity 
into the region. But, maybe more importantly, it will reduce congestion 
in the region and provide new travel choices, that will help make the 
Tysons and McLean area more attractive to new businesses and help 
the existing businesses flourish. 495 NEXT is also a critical first step to 
getting the American Legion Bridge project completed. The American 
Legion Bridge project is the most critical transportation project in the 
region. Once these two projects are completed, the full economic 
potential of this region will be deployed. The 495 NEXT extension will 
move more people, improve safety and improve the quality of life for 
residents in McLean. We strongly support this project.  
Sincerely,  

Julie 
Coons, 
Northern 
Virginia 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 

200311.
31 

Support Hello Mr. Abi, 
  
I am writing in support of  495 NEXT (extension of the 495 Express 
Lanes northbound on the Beltway).  Having served on the Northern 
Virginia Transportation Commission (NVTC), I know the importance of 
dedicated for our regional transit systems in Northern Virginia. The 495 
Express Lanes provide those dedicated travel lanes, incentivizing transit 
usage and other transportation options such as carpools and vanpools. 
The 495 NEXT is a critical precursor to the future widening and/or 
replacement of the American Legion Bridge and connection to the 
ongoing work by Maryland to bring congestion relief to I-495. 
Ultimately, these projects will provide seamless commuting between 
Maryland and Virginia and help eliminate one of the worst bottlenecks 
in the Mid-Atlantic. 

Raul Danny 
Vargas 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 



495 NEXT is critical to the continued growth, prosperity and security of 
the Washington, DC region. It is my hope this project will advance 
without delay. 
  
Respectfully, 

200311.
32 

Support Dear Mr. Abi, 
I am writing today in support of the 495 NEXT Project. As our region 
has observed over the past eight years, the 495 Express Lanes have 
been a tremendous help in reducing congestion in Northern Virginia 
region. As this region continues to grow, it is important we make 
investments in our infrastructure to ensure that the transportation 
systems keeps pace with the growing demand of commuters. 
  
As Chairman of the Northern Virginia Chamber of Commerce and a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Northern Virginia Community 
College, I understand the importance of ensuring that our 
infrastructure network supports our current employers, and our 
current and future employees. In order to for our region to sustain this 
growth, workers must be able to efficiently get to their place of 
employment. While the various megaprojects over the past decade 
greatly reduced congestion and improve commute times, more must 
be done. That is why I believe the 495 NEXT Project is necessary. 
  
495 NEXT will allow the Commonwealth to continue to grow its 
economy while providing substantial quality of life improvements to 
residents at zero cost to taxpayers. Additionally, the project will benefit 
the thousands of new jobs slated to be created in the coming years and 
generate substantial income from new and innovative economic 
activity. Overall, this represents an important project to maintaining 
the region’s competitiveness, and is necessary in order to remedy 
regional congestion. 
  
I appreciate your consideration, and I hope the Commonwealth will 
recognize the importance of this project and move forward without 
delay. 
Regards, 

Todd W. 
Rowley 
 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 
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I have grave concerns about VDOT’s plans to widen the Beltway with 4 
privately-owned, for-profit toll lanes leading to the American Legion 
Bridge and the methods VDOT is deploying to circumvent normal 
planning.Maryland has NOT made a final decision to add toll lanes to 
495; NOR has Maryland decided to widen the American Legion Bridge. 
Maryland will NOT make  these decisions for at least another year — 
and it is NOT certain that Maryland will move forward.Virginians want 
to know why we would add lanes to create more congestion at a choke 

Kay Olive  

 

As demonstrated by the analysis, northbound general 
purpose travel times on I-495 would increase by 4 to 6 
minutes in the AM and PM peak periods, respectively, if 
Maryland does not build managed lanes across the American 
Legion Bridge. However, other benefits of the I-495 NEXT 
project would be recognized throughout the Virginia study 
area roadway network, including an overall increase in 
person throughput resulting from additional capacity, 



Traffic 

Oppose 

point without assurances that Maryland will fix the choke 
point.Virginians want to know why we would move forward without 
Maryland’s plans in place.VDOT proposes Flyover Ramps to connect 
the HOT LANES to the George Washington Parkway.  VDOT plans to 
take parts of 3 parks, our historic byway and Scott’s Run for this 
project. Our public parkland will be given to a private company, 
Transurban - without competition, in exchange for us paying tolls.VDOT 
has NOT done an "Environmental Impact Study;” instead they have 
done a lesser “assessment.” VDOT also has bypassed restrictions on 
traffic pollution levels by agreeing to Transurban’s toll lanes (which are 
not subject to the same environmental restrictions as general use 
lanes). This toll lane expansion will monetize congestion for Transurban 
rather than relieve congestion for us. It does not address the 
congestion of Maryland residents transiting throughout McLean both 
morning and evening to the furthest beltway entry/exit point.  It does 
not address that the current congestion is NOT relieved by the current 
toll lanes as the majority of the cars are on the main beltway instead of 
the toll lanes.I am disheartened by VDOTS’s approach to date: no 
questions allowed (for the upcoming meeting at Langley High School); 
all comments ignored.This is an unconscionable and indefensible 
circumvention of residents and property owners in the area. Thank you 
for your attention, 

improved arterial operations resulting from a shift in travel 
demand off of congested arterials, and a decrease in traffic 
delays on local and neighborhood roads, especially at 
intersections.  
 
As part of the traffic analysis – including the sensitivity 
analysis described in Appendix I of the TATTR for traffic 
operations in 2025 prior to the Maryland managed lanes 
project being constructed – VDOT analyzed the impact to 
local arterial roadways. Figure 2-1 in the TATTR shows the 
Traffic Operations Analysis Study Area, which is much larger 
than the Project Footprint Study area and contains local 
roadways as far west as Spring Hill Road and as far east as 
Ingleside Avenue.  
 
The I-495 NEXT project travel demand model (described in 
Chapter 2 of the TATTR and in detail of Appendix B of the 
TATTR) was used to develop future scenario traffic forecasts, 
including those for the 2025 scenarios prior to the Maryland 
project. This model, which is developed by the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG), has been 
reviewed by FHWA and validated to reflect traffic conditions 
within the I-495 study area according to VDOT guidance. The 
outputs from this model show a reduction in travel demand 
(traffic volumes) in the 2025 Build scenario (prior to 
Maryland’s project) on arterial roadways parallel to I-495 in 
response to the additional capacity provided along I-495. This 
is reflected in the improved arterial traffic operations results 
shown in Section 1-4 of Appendix I of the TATTR. 
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and VDOT 
coordinated at the initiation of the project, through 
development of a NEPA concurrence form that identified the 
495 NEXT project in Virginia as having independent utility 
and need. VDOT and FHWA are assessing the project on its 
own merits and impacts, rather than being dependent on 
Maryland’s decisions for toll lanes on I-495 or widening of 
the American Legion Bridge. 
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. Following the Public 
Hearing and receipt of public and agency comment, VDOT 
has been working with FHWA to respond to substantive 
public comments and complete any additional analyses that 



are deemed necessary for the NEPA process. Following that 
effort, VDOT will request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the 
results of these efforts do not identify any significant 
impacts, VDOT would request a Finding of No Significant 
Impact (FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would document 
FHWA’s selected action and document the absence of 
significant impacts. The issuance of the FONSI would 
complete the study process. On the other hand, if significant 
impacts are identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to 
initiate an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete 
the environmental study process. 

200311.
35 

Support Dear Mr. Abi: 

On behalf of the Prince William Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to 
provide comments on the 1-495 NEXT project. As you know, the 495 
and 95 Express Lanes have been very successful in Northern Virginia 
and reduced commute times for thousands of Prince William County 
residents along the 1-95 corridor. 

It is important that we continue to develop a robust network of 
express lanes, and the Interstate 495 NEXT project is an important one 
for the Northern Virginia region. We encourage the Commonwealth to 
advance bold solutions like 495 NEXT. The project not only provides 
near term congestion relief and safety improvements to commuters on 
the Capital Beltway, but also lays the groundwork for a future 
connection to Maryland's Traffic Relief Plan. By connecting the 495 
Express Lanes to the Dulles Toll Road and George Washington 
Memorial Parkway, motorists who choose the Express Lanes will see 
their commute times halved, allowing them to spend more time with 
their families. 

Another important reason to support the 495 NEXT project is that it 
will allow the Commonwealth to continue to grow its economy while 
providing substantial quality of life improvements to residents at zero 
cost to taxpayers. Additionally, the project will add thousands of jobs 
to the Commonwealth and generate hundreds of millions of dollars in 
economic activity. This is an important project to maintaining the 
region's competitiveness, and must be advanced to remedy regional 
congestion. 

Finally, the 495 NEXT project will provide further enhance 
transportation choices such as HOV service and transit along the 
corridor. This is important as our region continues to look to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and reduce the amount of cars on the roads. 

Deborah L. 
Jon, Prince 
William 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 



The Prince William Chamber of Commerce endorses the 1-495 NEXT 
project because it is critical for the Northern Virginia region. We 
encourage the approval of this project and hope the Commonwealth 
will move forward without delay. By approving this project, the 
Commonwealth could finally move forward with a project that has 
been delayed for many years. 

Sincerely, 

200311.
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Traffic 

 
Oppose 

I have grave concerns about VDOT’s plans to widen the Beltway with 4 
privately-owned, for-profit toll lanes leading to the American Legion 
Bridge and the methods VDOT is deploying to circumvent normal 
planning.Maryland has NOT made a final decision to add toll lanes to 
495; NOR has Maryland decided to widen the American Legion Bridge. 
Maryland will NOT make  these decisions for at least another year — 
and it is NOT certain that Maryland will move forward.Virginians want 
to know why we would add lanes to create more congestion at a choke 
point without assurances that Maryland will fix the choke 
point.Virginians want to know why we would move forward without 
Maryland’s plans in place.VDOT proposes Flyover Ramps to connect 
the HOT LANES to the George Washington Parkway.  VDOT plans to 
take parts of 3 parks, our historic byway and Scott’s Run for this 
project. Our public parkland will be given to a private company, 
Transurban - without competition, in exchange for us paying tolls.VDOT 
has NOT done an "Environmental Impact Study;” instead they have 
done a lesser “assessment.” VDOT also has bypassed restrictions on 
traffic pollution levels by agreeing to Transurban’s toll lanes (which are 
not subject to the same environmental restrictions as general use 
lanes). This toll lane expansion will monetize congestion for Transurban 
rather than relieve congestion for us. It does not address the 
congestion of Maryland residents transiting throughout McLean both 
morning and evening to the furthest beltway entry/exit point.  It does 
not address that the current congestion is NOT relieved by the current 
toll lanes as the majority of the cars are on the main beltway instead of 
the toll lanes.I am disheartened by VDOTS’s approach to date: no 
questions allowed (for the upcoming meeting at Langley High School); 
all comments ignored.This is an unconscionable and indefensible 
circumvention of residents and property owners in the area. 
 
Thank you for your attention, 

Harriet 
Grant  

As demonstrated by the analysis, northbound general 
purpose travel times on I-495 would increase by 4 to 6 
minutes in the AM and PM peak periods, respectively, if 
Maryland does not build managed lanes across the American 
Legion Bridge. However, other benefits of the I-495 NEXT 
project would be recognized throughout the Virginia study 
area roadway network, including an overall increase in 
person throughput resulting from additional capacity, 
improved arterial operations resulting from a shift in travel 
demand off of congested arterials, and a decrease in traffic 
delays on local and neighborhood roads, especially at 
intersections.  
As part of the traffic analysis – including the sensitivity 
analysis described in Appendix I of the TATTR for traffic 
operations in 2025 prior to the Maryland managed lanes 
project being constructed – VDOT analyzed the impact to 
local arterial roadways. Figure 2-1 in the TATTR shows the 
Traffic Operations Analysis Study Area, which is much larger 
than the Project Footprint Study area and contains local 
roadways as far west as Spring Hill Road and as far east as 
Ingleside Avenue.  
The I-495 NEXT project travel demand model (described in 
Chapter 2 of the TATTR and in detail of Appendix B of the 
TATTR) was used to develop future scenario traffic forecasts, 
including those for the 2025 scenarios prior to the Maryland 
project. This model, which is developed by the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG), has been 
reviewed by FHWA and validated to reflect traffic conditions 
within the I-495 study area according to VDOT guidance. The 
outputs from this model show a reduction in travel demand 
(traffic volumes) in the 2025 Build scenario (prior to 
Maryland’s project) on arterial roadways parallel to I-495 in 
response to the additional capacity provided along I-495. This 
is reflected in the improved arterial traffic operations results 
shown in Section 1-4 of Appendix I of the TATTR.  



 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature Preserve 
and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a worst-case 
estimate based on the current Limits of Disturbance). Land 
that would be permanently converted from the Scott’s Run 
Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 right-of-way and is 
currently wooded with no pedestrian or recreational use. 
Therefore, no changes to the current trail network 
configuration within the Preserve are anticipated. Minor 
changes in noise levels and visual quality could occur. Access 
to the Preserve would not be impacted by the proposed 
project and will remain as it currently exists. Pursuant to the 
requirements of Section 6(f), potential replacement land has 
been identified at the corner of Balls Hill Road and 
Georgetown Pike and is approximately 1.48 acres in size. 
Currently, the parcel is owned by VDOT, and VDOT proposes 
to transfer ownership of the parcel to the FCPA for future 
use as additional parking for individuals visiting the Scott’s 
Run Nature Preserve. The process to identify and process the 
land transfer [under Section 6(f)] is on-going and will be 
completed following the NEPA decision document. 
 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature Preserve 
and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a worst-case 
estimate based on the current Limits of Disturbance). Land 
that would be permanently converted from the Scott’s Run 
Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 right-of-way and is 
currently wooded with no pedestrian or recreational use. 
Therefore, no changes to the current trail network 
configuration within the Preserve are anticipated. Minor 
changes in noise levels and visual quality could occur. Access 
to the Preserve would not be impacted by the proposed 
project and will remain as it currently exists. Pursuant to the 
requirements of Section 6(f), potential replacement land has 
been identified at the corner of Balls Hill Road and 
Georgetown Pike and is approximately 1.48 acres in size. 
Currently, the parcel is owned by VDOT, and VDOT proposes 
to transfer ownership of the parcel to the FCPA for future 
use as additional parking for individuals visiting the Scott’s 
Run Nature Preserve. The process to identify and process the 



land transfer [under Section 6(f)] is on-going and will be 
completed following the NEPA decision document. 
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Support Hello,   
I recently had the opportunity to learn about these efforts.  
I know that you recognize that congestion on the Interstate 495 near 
the American Legion Bridge is one of the worst in the Northern Virginia 
region.  
As a NoVa resident who often goes to Maryland, it is an awful 
commute! 
 
Great strides have been made to reduce congestion along many of our 
interstate corridors in Northern Virginia, but this hot spot must be 
addressed.  
 
I know the 495 NEXT Project will improve the quality of life for the 
thousands of commuters who rely on I-495 for their daily commute. It 
will get traffic moving between the Dulles Toll Road and the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway. The approval of this project is vital to 
the expansion of the American Legion Bridge and to assuring Northern 
Virginia’s continued economic growth. 
 
 Express Lanes have been a tremendous success. These lanes move 
thousands of commuters through a busy corridor. They have brought 
important transportation choices to our region through transit and car 
pooling. By the approval of the 495 NEXT project these benefits can be 
brought to this corridor and congestion can be relieved near the 
American Legion Bridge. 
 
I am convinced the 495 NEXT project can be a regional game changer, 
and I hope that it will move forward without delay.  This project is 
certainly vital to Northern Virginia’s continued economic growth.  I 
really feel so strongly about this project that i said I would contact very 
influential people who can move it forward. 
Thanks so much for letting me share my feelings with out about this 
issue. 
-- 

Maggi Luca Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 

200311.
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Support The I-495 Corridor is a critical thoroughfare where I reside in Northern 
Virginia.  After years of frustrating congestion along the corridor, the 
495 Express Lanes opened in 2012 and provided great relief to 
commuters looking for a safer, more reliable commute.  I am writing in 
support of the 495 NEXT project because I believe it is a logical next 
step in expanding Northern Virginia’s network of express lanes.  We 
have seen the benefit these lanes have on our regional economy, and 

William 
Scott 
McGeary 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 



the northern extension will only help improve travel times for 
thousands of commuters who rely on the I-495 Corridor.  
  
I am hopeful the 495 NEXT Project will move forward without delay.  It 
us critically important to our region that this project advance 
forward.  Thank you for your consideration. 

200311.
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Support Dear Mr. Lerner: 
Transurban has been a good partner for the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. As P3s have been pursued in Northern Virginia, their projects 
have significantly improved our transportation system and reduced 
congestion . Congestion near the American Legion Bridge is some of 
the worst in our regjon. While significant progress has been made to 
reduce congestion along many of Northern Virginia's interstate 
corridors, we must do more to address the remaining problem areas. 
The 495 NEXT project will improve the quality of life for thousands of 
corrunutcrs who rely on 1-495 for their daily commute by reducing 
congestion near the American Legion 13ridge. 
 
I have seen the benefits of the 495 Express Lanes for my constituents. 
This project has been a major success and is moving thousands of 
commuters through a busy corridor, and providing transportation 
choices such as carpooling and transit. The 495 NEXT proj ect can bring 
these same benefits to this corridor and relieve congestion. As 
Chairman of the Senate Finance and Appropriations Committee, I 
recognize the importance of relieving congestion to the economy in 
Northern Virginia which drives the Commonwealth's economy. I 
understand that this project will deliver over $800 million in economic 
impact to the region and support over 6,000 jobs during the 
construction. The long term benefits are even more sign ificant as the 
project will substantially improve the ability for our citizens to get to 
and from work on time and to move goods through th is corridor. This 
project is important to mak ing our region economically competitive 
for decades to come. 
 
I urge that the 495 NEXT project move forward without delay. The 
extension of these express lanes and the widening of the American 
Legion Bridge  is vital to our continued econom ic growth . 
 
Sincerely, 

Senator 
Janett 
Howell 
 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 

200312.
40 

Support The beltway work has to be done. It will be cheaper now than in two, 
five, or ten years, so just get it done already. That will put more 
pressure on Maryland to get its act together on the other side of the 
river. 

D Findley Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 



200312.
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Support To Whom it May Concern: 
 
I am writing today in favor of the 495 NEXT Project being proposed. 
This project will greatly help reduce congestion along the I-495 
Corridor, and extend the benefits of the Express Lanes northbound to 
the Potomac River. Our region must do more to address congestion, 
and this project is a viable solution which will cost the Commonwealth 
zero dollars.  

Beyond providing near-term congestion relief, 495 NEXT will create 
thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic activity for the 
region. Virginia’s existing Express Lanes network has provided residents 
with a reliable and efficient transportation option, and it’s important to 
continue to build on this success by advancing 495 NEXT. 

I hope Virginia will move forward with this project without delay. 
Thank you. 

Dr. Jason Flanary 

Jason 
Flanary  

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 
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Environm
ental: 
Trees 

Regional 
Transport
ation 

Oppose 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Widening roads and cutting trees for a 
private company to profit off of toll lanes is not the answer. You 
widened the beltway to 16 lanes at route 29 and did not put up a 
sound wall and now a private company is profiting from our 
neighbourhoods misfortunes along Shreve road. Now you are going to 
widen and further clear trees and traffic will still be a problem. The 
goal should be to get cars off the road. Build public transport options 
and force people out of their cars. Build up not out. This is a short term 
solution. Widening 495 near route 29 from 6 lanes to 16 lanes did not 
stop the traffic jams and only caused the neighbourhood to sound like 
a war zone. 
495NextComments_Q02 : Yes. How many trees have been cut down 
for the 66 widening? Will they be replaced? Residents have to replace 
when they build. Why doesn’t the government? 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Matt Smith The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      

The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 

As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

To reduce potential impacts to threatened and endangered 
species and their respective habitats, efforts to minimize the 
construction footprint would be considered. Construction 
practices would avoid the removal of existing vegetation to 
the greatest extent possible and include the implementation 
of best management practices for erosion and sediment 
control, as well as stormwater management, to reduce 
potential impacts to adjacent habitats and properties.The 
project includes a revegetation program to replace trees lost 
due to the construction of the project where possible. 

200312.
43 

Support Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : I have concerns about the noise, light and 
traffic impacts 
495NextComments_Q02 : What are the plans to mitigate impact on 
neighborhoods of increased traffic noise from the toll road and 495? 
the development of highrises along (Spring Hill Station area) creates a 
sound tunnel causing the traffic noise from the Toll Rd and 495 to 
reverberate back over the roadways and lower height private home 
structures. 
Increased "light pollution" and increased noise causes a negative 
impact on health and sleep disturbance. 
How has this impact been addressed in the planning? 
495NextComments_Q03 : The design needs to include: higher sound 
barriers, plantings along sound barriers to absorb noise, regs on 
lighting in mixed use areas to reduce negative impact on existing 
neighborhoods. 

Martha 
Shmorhun 

 

A preliminary noise study was completed as part of the 
environmental document, and a final noise study will be 
completed during the detailed design phase that is planned 
for completion in late 2021. All noise sensitive sites within 
the study area will be thoroughly evaluated during the 
detailed design phase. If noise impacts are predicted, noise 
mitigation in the form of noise barriers will be evaluated 
following FHWA’ s noise regulation and VDOT’s noise policy. 
It should be noted that proposed noise barriers will have 
absorptive finish to minimize the effect of reflection noise. 
The project will provide noise walls at the locations where 
they are needed to mitigate the noise impacts.  
 
The noise walls that will be installed will not include plantings 
along the walls. The wall material is capable of mitigating the 
noise and the vegetation does not contribute in any 
significant way to the noise mitigation. 
 
With respect to lighting, the roadway lightning that will be 
installed will focus on lighting the roadway elements. It is not 



anticipated that the roadway lighting will be affecting the 
surrounding residential communities.  
 

200312.
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Support 

Environm
ental: 
Stream 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : I support, if adequate storm water 
retention is provided and will not increase hourly discharge into Scott's 
Run. My property is currently being eroded at a significant rate 
currently. Scott's Run turns sharply and my property is on the outside 
of the turn, which causes accelerated erosion and underpinning. The 
condition will worsen for homes downstream, along Swinks Mill Road, 
if not adequately controlled in the design. I would like this issue 
specifically addressed at the rescheduled hearing. 
495NextComments_Q02 : No 
495NextComments_Q03 : As noted above 

Tony 
Rounds 

 

Project NEXT will meet the applicable water quantity 
discharge requirements for Scott’s Run established by the 
Virginia DEQ. 
 

200312.
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Bike/Ped I am writing in support of the paved trail that is included as part of 
the 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Project. This trail will 
connect to a proposed bicycle/pedestrian crossing of the Potomac 
River on an expanded American Legion Bridge. The trail will also allow 
a connection to the Potomac Heritage Trail which extends along the 
Potomac south of 495, with an extension planned for north of 495. I 
also support grade separated trail crossings of exit/entrance ramps at 
Georgetown Pike and Live Oak Drive. 
Sincerely, 

Bruce 
Wright  

Comment of support for the proposed trail noted. 

200312.
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Bike/Ped I’m a big user of bike and hiking trails in Northern Virginia and also the 
C&O towpath. Right now it’s hard to go anywhere without a car; this 
connectivity is very important to improve our quality of life and 
decrease car traffic. Please support these important trail links. 

Ivy Main  
 

Comment of support for the proposed trail noted. 
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P3 
Projects / 
Tolling 

 

Oppose 

I think they should scrap the whole idea of express lanes.  I have lived 
here long enough, everyone is intellectually honestly.  Having limited 
express lanes, I don't even know what the use is.  They are open the 
bulk of the time and jammed in other lanes.  If you are going to spend 
the money, open them up to the general lanes.  We will get more of a 
bang for our buck. There are so many days when it is all jammed up 
and you have these open lanes and no one is using them.  They are not 
evenly balanced. Open them up and let everyone use the lanes.  If you 
are using the taxpayer money, let everyone use them.  In FL, during 
peak hours they have gates that open up so that everyone can use 
them.  During rush hours when you charge the most, that's when 

Fred 
Zimmerma
n 

Comment noted. 

 



everyone uses them. They have figured out that that's the way to do 
it.  To sit here and pretend that this is going to help and help the 
environment is garbage.  It is not even close to the number of cars in 
express lanes and general purpose lanes. Someone needs to think 
about that.  It is a waste of time and money. 

200312.
48 

Study/Out
reach 

 

Oppose 

I believe that this project must be postponed indefinitely due to the 
Coronavirus outbreak. It would be completely insane to approve or 
start a project of this magnitude impacting the flow in and out of such 
a major metropolitan area, our nation's capital, with an international 
Pandemic and all European and Chinese travel restricted, Interstate 
travel limited, and resources of unquantifiable magnitude expected to 
be needed to support community residents and facilities that would 
undoubtedly be limited and stretched already and would overlap. 

Hazem 
Elariny  

Notification Sent 3/12/2020 of postponement due to 
COVID19. 

200313.
49 

Support Ladies and Gentlemen -- - 

As a lifelong resident of Northern Virginia, I have been fortunate to 
benefit from the continued transportation improvements initiated by 
the Commonwealth and industry.  As I have worked in Tysons for over 
thirty years, I have seen tremendous value to our community from the 
Express Lanes on 495.  I use them regularly and have observed how 
they dramatically reduce congestion within the central Tysons business 
district as well as along the 495 corridor.  While this has significantly 
improved my daily travel, one much needed area for improvement is 
the dramatic congestion on 495 near the American Legion Bridge.  

I was pleased to learn that plans are well underway for the 495 NEXT 
project as it will hopefully create some relief from the daily traffic 
nightmare between the Dulles Toll Road and the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway.  Hopefully, following Virginia’s strong 
transportation leadership, Maryland will move forward with its own 
traffic relief plan. 

The 495 NEXT project should provide a boost to our local regional 
economy.  I understand that estimates indicate that the project will 
promote over $800 million in economic impact to our area and support 
over 6,000 jobs during construction.  This will be a much needed 
stimulus as we come out of the economic impacts of the coronavirus. 

The Express Lanes in Northern Virginia have enhanced the daily lives of 
millions.  The extension of the Express Lanes and the future widening 
of the American Legion Bridge are critical over the long term to our 

Horan Jr., 
Richard T.  

 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 



region and its continued economic dynamism.  I strongly urge that the 
495 NEXT project be approved promptly.  

Regards, 

200313.
50 

Support Mr. Abi, 
 
Good afternoon. I am writing today to encourage the Commonwealth 
to advance the 495 NEXT project. The transportation project not only 
provides near term congestion relief and safety improvements to 
commuters on the Capital Beltway, but also lays the groundwork for a 
future connection to Maryland’s Traffic Relief Plan. By connecting the 
495 Express Lanes to the Dulles Toll Road and George Washington 
Memorial Parkway, motorists who choose the Lanes will see their 
commute times halved, allowing them to spend more time with their 
families. Additionally, the project will reduce the cut-through traffic 
that currently plagues communities like McLean, with commuters no 
longer needing to use local roads to bypass traffic jams. 
 
I appreciate your consideration of this comment. I hope Virginia will act 
without delay. Thanks so much. 
 
Best, 

Jessica 
Flanary 
 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 

200313.
51 

Environm
ental: 
Scotts Run 

Oppose 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : The ROW should not encroach into Scott's 
Run. This project would be a net detriment to the environment. 
495NextComments_Q03 : The design is entirely unnecessary and funds 
would be better spent investing in public transit and affordable 
housing. 

Evan Tuten  The I-495 Northern Extension project is being designed in a 
way that minimizes right-of-way encroachment into Scotts 
Run.  Transurban has agreed to partner with Fairfax County, 
on a 50/50 basis, on the restoration of approximately 3,000 
linear feet of Scotts Run. The total cost of the 
stream restoration is estimated to be $4,050,000 with 
Transurban covering one-half of this cost. 

The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature Preserve 
and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a worst-case 
estimate based on the current Limits of Disturbance). Land 
that would be permanently converted from the Scott’s Run 
Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 right-of-way and is 
currently wooded with no pedestrian or recreational use. 
Therefore, no changes to the current trail network 
configuration within the Preserve are anticipated. Minor 



changes in noise levels and visual quality could occur. Access 
to the Preserve would not be impacted by the proposed 
project and will remain as it currently exists. Pursuant to the 
requirements of Section 6(f), potential replacement land has 
been identified at the corner of Balls Hill Road and 
Georgetown Pike and is approximately 1.48 acres in size. 
Currently, the parcel is owned by VDOT, and VDOT proposes 
to transfer ownership of the parcel to the FCPA for future 
use as additional parking for individuals visiting the Scott’s 
Run Nature Preserve. The process to identify and process the 
land transfer [under Section 6(f)] is on-going and will be 
completed following the NEPA decision document. 

The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
  
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

 

200313.
52 

Transit 

Oppose 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Adding more lanes to the highway will not 
improve congestion in the long run. It is a short term fix that ultimately 
will lead more people to drive and for longer distances. What we need 

Matthew 
Keitelman 

The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 



is public transit on the Tysons-Bethesda corridor to actually provide 
sustainable growth to such an active region. 
 
There are so many options such as express bus lanes and light rail that 
would actually solve the problem, and to devote resources and space 
to more lanes (that only benefit the wealthy that can afford them) is 
frankly shortsighted and over the top. If the current number of lanes 
isn't good enough, then adding 2 more isn't going to help this 
monstrosity of a highway very much. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : Add dedicated lanes for transit 

at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 

As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

The project includes the construction of a Shared-use path 
behind the noise wall between Lewinsville Road and Live Oak 
Drive. 

200313.
53 

Support 

P3 
Projects / 
Tolling 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : A stipulation of any VA publicly funded 
(even partially funded) public/private partnership should include the 
provision that weekends are free to any vehicles (or set to a very 
minimal token amount) as part of the benefit of private companies 
receiving public investment capital. Otherwise, what benefit do 
commuters really receive? The toll goers do not substantially reduce 
traffic at noticeable levels. I surmise data will show that for ceetain, if 
not all HOT stretches, that only toll payers benefit. 
495NextComments_Q02 : Every means necessary should be taken to 
eliminate any and all environmental concerns, including Environmental 
Impact Studies from numerous independent consulting and 
environmental groups. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Weekends Free 

George 
Letscher 

The transportation improvements included in the 495 NEXT 
project are planned to be funded through private financing 
supported by toll revenues. Tolling on weekends, as well as 
on weekdays, is used to cover the costs to privately finance, 
construct, operate and maintain the Express Lanes without 
public subsidies. For the existing Capital Beltway Express 
Lanes facility, comparisons of traffic data and travel times 
before and after the lanes opened has shown a decrease in 
travel times on the general purpose lanes, as well as a 
reduction in the level of congestion in some stretches. In 
addition, users who have chosen to carpool also benefit from 
using the Express Lanes. 

VDOT and FHWA are coordinating with stakeholder agencies 
to minimize and mitigate environmental impacts to the 
maximum extent practicable. An Environmental Assessment 
has been prepared to evaluate the impacts associated with 
the proposed Build Alternative, as compared with the No-
Build Alternative. 

Final impacts associated with the project will be determined 
with permits and other federal or state approvals, to be 
obtained following a NEPA decision. The NEPA process for 
the project will be completed when FHWA issues a NEPA 



decision document. Following the Public Hearing and receipt 
of public and agency comment, VDOT has been working with 
FHWA to respond to substantive public comments and 
complete any additional analyses that are deemed necessary 
for the NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will 
request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of these 
efforts do not identify any significant impacts, VDOT would 
request a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from 
FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s selected action 
and document the absence of significant impacts. The 
issuance of the FONSI would complete the study process. On 
the other hand, if significant impacts are identified, FHWA 
and VDOT would need to initiate an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) to complete the environmental study 
process. 

Under the terms of the proposed concessionaire agreement, 
the Express Lanes cannot operate toll-free on weekends for 
reasons mentioned above. 

200313.
54 

Support Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_email : [REMOVED] 
495NextComments_Q01 : Yes 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : No 
495NextComments_Q03 : No 

Kirk Galiani Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 



200316.
55 

Support To whom it may concern, 

Having lived in Stafford County when the Express Lanes on I-95 opened 
and now living in Northern Virginia, I have seen the significant benefits 
from the Express Lanes across our region.  The Express Lanes have 
greatly reduced congestion and significantly improved travel times for 
individuals working in Northern Virginia.  These Express Lanes also 
allow travelers visiting our area and using our interstates to contribute 
to transportation improvements.  

The 495 Express Lanes have been a tremendous success.  These lanes 
help move thousands of commuters through a busy corridor and they 
also are providing transportation choices such as carpooling and 
transit.  One of the most congested areas that has not been addressed 
in our region is Interstate 495 near the American Legion Bridge.  When 
495 NEXT Project moves forward, these benefits can be extended along 
the corridor to the American Legion Bridge. 

The 495 NEXT Project will provide real benefits to our regional 
economy.  It will deliver over $800 million in economic impact to the 
region and support over 6,000 jobs during the construction.  More 
important are the long term benefits as people are able to get to and 
from work on time and businesses can move goods through the region 
more expeditiously.  As a business owner in Alexandria, Virginia, this 
next span of the HOV lanes will be particularly important to our 
success. This will make our region more economically competitive for 
the future. 

I strongly urge the approval of the 495 NEXT Project. 

Carlos Del 
Toro  

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 

200318.
56 

Support On behalf of NAIOP Northern Virginia, I am writing to express our 
strong support for the 495 Northern Extension Project (495 Next). 
NAIOP Northern Virginia is a regional association with over 950 
members representing commercial real estate developers, owners, 
investors and asset managers. The major commercial property owners 
in Northern Virginia are NAIOP members. They play an important role 
in the economic success the Commonwealth of Virginia. A key element 
of our mission is positively impacting the environmental, social and 
economic quality of life in Northern Virginia. 495 Next will further each 
of these elements of our work. The region’s transportation 
infrastructure is being pushed to its limits. It is vital that the 
Commonwealth continue to leverage private sector funding to improve 
the Express Lanes network. The 495 Express Lanes have been a great 
success, and that is why we strongly support 495 Next, expanding the 
Express Lanes to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. Twice 

Martha D. 
Marks, 
NAIOP 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 



daily, thousands of residents sit in traffic jams near the Maryland 
border which prevent them from getting where they need to be in an 
efficient timeframe. It’s time for us to reclaim our time, and 495 NEXT 
will do just that. The project, funded at zero cost to taxpayers, will cut 
commute times in half and improving safety. Additionally, 495 NEXT is 
an important investment in the region’s future transportation 
infrastructure, as it will connect seamlessly to future connections 
across the rebuilt American Legion Bridge to Maryland’s Traffic Relief 
Plan. The benefits of 495 NEXT will be felt by all residents, not just 
drivers. Communities like McLean will see their quality of life improved 
by a reduction in cut-through traffic, with drivers no longer needing to 
use residential streets to circumvent congestion that prevents them 
from reaching the Dulles Toll Road and George Washington Memorial 
Parkway. Transit users will be able to enjoy a reliable and prompt trip 
instead of being stuck in traffic. Finally, the project will create 
thousands of local jobs and stimulate billions in economic activity for 
the region. 495 NEXT is a positive step towards relieving the region’s 
rampant traffic congestion and must be advanced to protect the 
region’s positioning for future growth. 
Sincerely, 

200318.
57 

Support Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : Yes 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : no 
495NextComments_Q03 : I love how the proposed design has 2 
Express Lanes in each direction on I-495 and that the Express Lanes has 
an access point to/from the Dulles Toll Road and to/from the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway. 

Jackson 
Hurst 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 

200325.
58 

Support Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : Yes 
495NextComments_Q01b : Just get on with it 
495NextComments_Q02 : Just get on with it 
495NextComments_Q03 : Just get on with it 

James C. 
Criner 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 

200403.
59 

Transit 
 
Oppose 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : It should be the interest of this government 
in increasing capacity on our highways, not when we're in the midst of 
a climate crisis and it is so blindly clear that transportation need to be 
decarbonized if we are going to be able to meet our climate change 
goals. We need to be investing tens and hundreds of millions more in 
public transportation that is expansive and accessible to all. More bike 
and running paths yes, but especially more mass transit: busses and 
trains. That's how you cut down on congestion and get people where 
they want to be faster. 

James 
Harnett 
 

The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 



495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
The project includes the construction of a Shared-use path 
behind the noise wall between Lewinsville Road and Live Oak 
Drive. 

200410.
60 

Support The Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce is a premier leader of 
economic development in Northern Virginia with a mission to make a 
positive impact on the growth and prosperity of the region. We write 
today in strong support of the northern extension of the 495 Express 
Lanes, the 495 NEXT project. The 495 NEXT project makes vital 
improvements to the transportation network that will reduce 
congestion in the region by providing new travel choices, improve 
safety by reducing the number of crashes on I-495, and decrease cut-
through traffic on local roads by increasing capacity on highway. The 
project will also put people to work. The project is estimated to inject 
more than $800 million in economic activity into the region and create 
more than 6,000 jobs. In these uncertain times, shovel ready projects 
are going to be critical to putting our economy back together. 495 
NEXT will also help get the American Legion Bridge project completed. 
The American Legion Bridge project is the most important 
transportation project in the region. Once these two projects are 
completed, the full economic potential of this region can be fulfilled. In 
order to maintain Northern Virginia’s position as a premier business 
destination we must continue to invest in developing a 21st century 
transportation network, we ask that you support the 495 NEXTproject. 
 
Sincerely 

Charles A. 
Kapur, 
Greater 
Reston 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

Comment in support of the I-495 NEXT project noted. 

200414.
61 

Individual 
Property 
& ROW 
 
Oppose 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : The current design is adversely impacting 
our home lots 1160, Dominion Ct, McLean, VA; 1156, Dominion Ct, 
McLean, VA; 1200, Dominion Ct, McLean, VA; 1150, Dominion Ct, 
McLean, VA. This design will render irreversible losses for our life time 

Vijaya P. 
Doddi 

The right-of-way compensation will take into consideration 
factors such as affected vegetation and the need to 
accommodate stormwater facilities. The final design may be 
modified slightly to try to reduce the impacts of stormwater 
facilities. 



of savings and would impact our financial ability to pay our debts. 
495NextComments_Q02 : Yes. Environmentally this design is causing 
several trees to be removed and negatively impacts the topography of 
the lots and water easement situation of our home lots. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Yes. Too much of storm water easements 
are planned in out lots when to the north of Old Dominion Dr, which is 
much closer to Scott Run is left untouched. We strongly believe that 
moving all the storm water easements to the north of Old Dominion Dr 
at the intersection of 495 and Old Dominion Dr would be ideal. 

200414.
62 

Miscellan
eous 
 
Oppose 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Lan Phuong Comment noted. 

200414.
63 

Miscellan
eous 
 
Oppose 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_email : 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : This will cause undue hardship to current 
home owners in the area that is being considered for extension 
especially juction of 267 and 495 and have a heavy impact on the home 
owners who are already burdened with covid -19 related difficulties. 

Tim 
Deegan 

VDOT has made refinements and continues to make 
adjustments to the design plans to minimize impacts to 
properties along the corridor. We anticipate no relocations 
with the implementation of the project.  
 
The new ramps that will be constructed at the I-495 & Route 
267 interchange in Phase I are not anticipated to be visible 
from the residential units adjacent to the interchange (views 
are blocked by sound walls). 

200414.
64 

Miscellan
eous 
 
Oppose 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_name : 
495NextComments_address : 
495NextComments_email : 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : it will have a significant negative impact on 
the environment and noise pollution for the property owners involved 
495NextComments_Q03 : It is not necessary to perform the build out 
based on Covid-19 situation the amount of remote work and limited 
trafffic patterns in the future. 

No Name 
Provided 

The project will construct noise walls throughout the corridor 
to mitigate noise impacts.  
 
Based on analysis conducted by VDOT, traffic levels are at 80 
to 90% of pre-COVID conditions in December of 2020. VDOT 
is conducting a sensitivity analysis to assess the impacts of 
traffic reductions due to COVID-19 on the findings of the 
project. 

200415.
65 

Noise  
 
Bike/Ped 
 
Individual 
Property 
& ROW 

To Whom it May Concern at VDOT: 
  
My wife Susan Tenney and I appreciate the opportunity to share our 
strongly-felt concerns about this project. We would like to express our 
acceptance of the fact that for the good of a great number of our 
fellow citizens in the metro area, it is necessary to expand I-495 to 
prevent more catastrophic traffic jams. However, we regret that this 
enormous roadway has become inevitable due to the historically 

Craig and 
Susan 
Tenney 

There is an existing noise barrier adjacent to this property. 
Portions of this existing barrier (including the portion in front 
of the noted homes) will be impacted by the project 
therefore would need to be relocated to avoid conflict with 
the proposed additional lanes. The current location of the 
proposed noise barrier shown on the plans are considered 
preliminary. The noise barrier location and parameters will 
be finalized during the detailed design phase. VDOT will 



inadequate planning and budgeting of government leaders for a 
second beltway around Washington or other alternatives, and that 
there are a few homes such as ours which will have to bear the brunt 
of the impact. 
  
Within that framework, we would like to make a few limited but 
fervent requests that VDOT and TransUrban do the best they can to 
limit the negative impacts of this expansion on those homeowners who 
are directly-affected (a portion of whose properties are being taken to 
enable pushing out the sound walls and/or accommodating county 
plans for a wide path alongside the wall). We are one of the three 
households in the “Saigon Road community” off  Georgetown Pike 
([Address Removed]) whose properties abut the Beltway. Our requests 
(which we believe are virtually identical to that of the other two 
homes, and probably similar to the other 22 or so households similarly 
affected) is four-fold: 

1. We have been informed officially by a VDOT 
representative that VDOT does not plan to “bump-in” 
(from the perspective of our properties; towards our 
homes) any further those portions of the Beltway’s 
sound wall which were originally built “bumped-in” 
relative to the rest of the wall (though some portions 
along the expansion corridor will be “bumped-in” to 
align with the already-expanded portions). Our first 
request is that VDOT honors this commitment to not 
expand any further the already “bumped-in” 
portions (“bumped-out” from the beltway). This is 
very important to us, as the wall is already quite close 
to our homes, and in fact towers above them. 

2. The same VDOT representative also informed us that 
VDOT plans to widen the existing 8-10 foot corridor 
between the sound wall and our properties by taking 
approximately 14 feet from the side of our properties 
abutting the Beltway as a “right-of-way”, so as to 
build within that 20-24 foot wide corridor a 10-foot 
wide paved “path” plus a 5-7 foot wide space on each 
side. Our second request is for a waiver on the width 
of the “right-of-way” for the portion that is within 
150 feet in either direction of our homes. Particularly 
in the case of [Address Removed], our homes are 
built close to the Beltway, and over the years we 
have planted many trees and bushes to shield our 
homes from the Beltway and then from the view of 
the towering sound wall. If the right-of-way (the 

make every effort ‘straighten out’ the relocated noise barrier 
and maximize the distance between the relocated barrier 
and the noted homes following the appropriate guidelines 
for noise barrier design. 
 
In regards to your questions: 
1. The preliminary noise wall plans indicate that the future 

noise wall is not anticipated to have the indentation that 
the existing wall has. 

2. The trail needs to be built within the public right-of-way 
and needs to be built with the 10-foot standard width. 

3. The ways to separate the trail from the adjoining 
residences will be discussed with the property owners 
during the right-of-way phase of the project. VDOT 
understands that there are concerns related to safety and 
will work with the property owners to identify ways to 
mitigate these concerns. 

4. Right-of-way compensation will take into consideration 
factors such as the need to construct a fence to separate 
the trail from the residences. The right-of-way valuation 
will also take into consideration affected vegetation. 

 



moving of our property lines) could be reduced to 
only 6-8 feet (3-4 feet on each side of the path) 
rather than 10-14 feet (5-7 feet on each side) near 
our homes, it would likely enable us to save many of 
the trees and bushes we’ve planted, and significantly 
improve the views from our living/dining rooms and 
bedrooms, which look straight up at the wall and will 
be looking at any fence to be built between the path 
and our properties. For 987 and 989 Spencer Road 
(side by side), this would only represent a single 
stretch of about 500-600 feet. 

3. The construction of a path so near our homes also 
raises the issue of privacy and security. Our third 
request is that VDOT construct a continuous and 
sufficiently-tall fence of a design agreed-upon with 
the affected homeowners to mitigate both concerns. 

4. We have been informed that the Design-Builder team 
hired by TransUrban will be negotiating 
compensation for land taken with the directly-
affected homeowners. Our fourth request of VDOT 
and TransUrban is that they insist that the team 
calculates compensation based not only on number 
of square meters/yards lost, but also the need for a 
fence to be built along that side of our properties, the 
need to plant trees and bushes to compensate for 
those lost and to hide the fence, and to account for 
the impact on our homes’ market value (smaller 
yards, proximity to a public path with its attendant 
impact on views plus security and privacy, increased 
noise and air pollution as well as vibration from much 
closer beltway traffic). 

  
Thanks again for this opportunity to express our concerns and our 
formal request for a right-of-way waiver. We hope and trust that VDOT 
and TransUrban will take our concerns seriously, and be prepared to 
reasonably compensate those few homeowners bearing a 
disproportionate share of the project’s impact. 
  
We have greatly appreciated the generous support of John Foust, 
Dranesville District and Fairfax County Supervisor, to our neighborhood 
and including on this issue, and will be forwarding a copy of this email 
to him. 



200415.
66 

Transit 
 
Oppose 

Dear friend: 
 
I would like to express my opposition to the 495 HOT lanes northern 
extension project as currently designed. This project needs to include a 
dedicated right of way for bus-rapid transit (BRT) and, ultimately, for 
rail. If we merely widen the Beltway for more car trips we will drive up 
greenhouse gas emissions, endangering our future and that of our 
children.  
This project is at odds with Fairfax County’s Community-Wide Energy 
and Climate Action Plan, which concludes that to get long-term 
congestion relief on the Beltway, we need high-capacity transit. The 
county plan also states that adding high-capacity transit on the 
Beltway, in the form of dedicated bus lanes or rail, is essential to 
redeveloping Tysons. 
Thank you for your attention. 
Best regards, 

Peg 
Hausman 

The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
The analysis indicates that the implementation of the project 
will have no adverse impacts to air quality; no violation of 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards. 
 
The project includes the construction of a Shared-use path 
behind the noise wall between Lewinsville Road and Live Oak 
Drive. 
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Bike/Ped 
 
Individual 
Property 
& ROW 
 
Noise 

495 Northern Extension  Project 
 
Dear Sirs:  
 
Attached are the formal comments and input of the Saigon Citizens' 
Association regarding the taking of private property through eminent 
domain for the construction of a paved asphalt trail and clear cutting of 
24 feet of property incidental to the construction of the 495 extension.  
 
The Saigon Citizens' Association questions the following plans for this 
trail: 
 

Patricia 
Foley, 
Saigon 
Citizens' 
Association  

There is an existing noise barrier adjacent to this property. 
Portions of this existing barrier (including the portion in front 
of the noted homes) will be impacted by the project 
therefore would need to be relocated to avoid conflict with 
the proposed additional lanes. The current location of the 
proposed noise barrier shown on the plans are considered 
preliminary. The noise barrier location and parameters will 
be finalized during the detailed design phase. VDOT will 
make every effort ‘straighten out’ the relocated noise barrier 
and maximize the distance between the relocated barrier 
and the noted homes following the appropriate guidelines 
for noise barrier design. 
 



1) Whether the paved trail is a required component to be constructed 
along the entire Beltway extension, or whether this is simply an 
optional add on that targets only one or two neighborhoods;  
   
2) If the trail is not constructed along the entire extension at the time 
of construction, then we question whether this is an appropriate use of 
eminent domain; 
 
3) How can the property owners be fairly compensated for excessive 
clear cutting of a 24-foot-wide swath for this trail that would require 
felling 100-foot tall, mature oak trees for trail shoulders when the 
presence of such trees by the Beltway provides priceless privacy and 
sound protection?  
 
The Saigon Citizens' Association  requests that these comments be 
included in the public record.   
 
Regards, 
 
**ATTACHMENT READS** 
 
To:  495NorthernExtension@VDOT.virginia.gov  
From:  Saigon Citizens’ Association 
 
Subj: Reference "I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Study"  
 
We understand that April 15th is the last date to submit comments 
related to plans to extend the 495 Express Lanes by approximately 
three miles from the I-495 and Dulles Toll Road interchange to the 
vicinity of the American Legion Bridge and Maryland line. 
 
The Saigon Citizens’ Association sent the attached letter on June 19, 
2019, expressing the community’s concern regarding the 
encroachment of the new sound wall into our neighborhood after 
construction of the expanded Beltway. We send this second letter 
today at the request of a Saigon resident to support his latest letter 
on the same subject.  
 
Requests:  

1. Honor the promise conveyed by Abi Lerner that VDOT will 
“straighten out” the Beltway sound wall behind 987 Spencer 
Road rather than continue its current indented profile at that 
point. (See map at Attachment 1.) The properties at 987 and 
989 Spencer Road are less than 150 feet from the current 

To answer your questions in the email: 
1. The paved trail is being constructed to make the project 

consistent with the trail facility included in the Fairfax 
County Comprehensive Plan. It is being constructed 
parallel to I-495 within the sections where the roadway 
project is being constructed. 

 
2. The trail is being constructed for the entire extension 

project. 
3. Compensation will be negotiated with the property 

owners during the right-of-way phase of the project. In 
most cases, VDOT reaches an agreement with affected 
property owners. In those cases where agreement cannot 
be reached, the final compensation would be determined 
by the courts. 

 
To answer your questions in the letter: 
See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 

FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website.. 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


sound wall, and the residents wish to maintain as much 
distance as possible from the sound wall.   

2. We question if building the trail in conjunction with the 
Beltway Expansion meets the standards for eminent domain 
specified in Virginia Code § 1-219.1. Limitations on eminent 
domain (Attachment 2).  We question whether the 
installation of the paved trail was a requirement of VDOT or 
whether it was added by Fairfax County, and if the trail meets 
Virginia’s definition of a park.  

3. If the paved trail is peculiar to this neighborhood and the trail 
will not be built to  parallel the entire three-mile stretch of 
expanded Beltway, then we request that you retain the small 
mulched trail that currently parallels the Beltway sound wall 
in their backyards rather than build a paved trail for the 
following reasons: 

a. The neighborhood wishes to avoid ATVs, 
motorcycles, and electric bicycles from using a paved 
trail.  The mulched trail allows current hikers to use 
the trail but does not invite extensive use, but a 
paved trail would invite vehicles.  We wish to avoid 
the noise, maintain privacy and security, and prevent 
neighborhood burglaries by those who would use 
such vehicles to commit crimes.  
 

b. Retention of the mulched trail would preserve 
expensive, beautiful, and sound insulating 
landscaping, such as tall oak and tulip poplar trees, 
flowering dogwood and cherry trees, and mature 
azaleas and rhododendron. This would preserve the 
beauty, privacy, and value of these properties. A 
paved trail would destroy the privacy of these 
properties since any trail user would stare directly 
into large windows of their houses. Felling a tall, 
mature tree is the very definition of irremediable 
damage because it cannot be replaced as it is.   

 
4. If VDOT persists in building a paved trail, then we request 

that VDOT and its private partner provide the following 
exceptions for 987 and 989 Spencer Road: 

a. Waive the right of way required by VDOT for the trail 
for 150 feet on either side of these properties.  

b. Reduce the width of the planned ten-foot-wide 
paved asphalt trail to a width of six feet and reduce 
the cleared shoulders from seven feet on each side 



to three feet on each side. That would reduce the 
total cleared width of the trail and its shoulders from 
24 to 12 feet and save valuable landscaping.  

c. Just compensation for property taken for a trail is 
considered to be the difference of a property’s value 
before the taking less what the value is after the 
taking.  We request that the VDOT appraisers 
itemize the components of just compensation to 
include: the portion attributable to the land taken; 
land improvements taken; and residual damages in 
order to provide sufficient funds to restore privacy 
by building an 8-foot-tall wooden fence between the 
houses and the trail.   

Thank you for your time and consideration.  
200420.
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Transit  Dear VDOT Staff, 
 
Please accept the attached sign-on letter as public comment for the I-
495 Northern Expansion project.  
 
Sierra Club Virginia Chapter, Coalition for Smarter Growth, and 
Audubon Naturalist Society advocate for transit and multimodal 
options to be included in the project's plans. 
 
Thanks 
 
 
****ATTACHMENT BELOW** 
 
Dear I-495 Express Lanes Northern Expansion Team, 
We are writing to express the importance of making public transit the 
top priority of the I-495 Northern Expansion project. Transit, biking and 
walking are essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth, providing 
sustainable travel options for everyone, and fulfilling Fairfax County’s 
Comprehensive Plan and forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and 
Climate Action Plan (CECAP). While we appreciate inclusion of the 
parallel bicycle and pedestrian trail and improvements, the lack of 
transit in the VDOT’s I-495 Northern Expansion is shortsighted, ignores 
the ongoing process to identify transit options via the I-495/American 
Legion Bridge Transit Study/TDM study , and will undermine 
environmental and economic sustainability of our region. 
 
The purpose and need statement for the project is extremely narrow 
and disconnected from Fairfax County and State of Virginia plans to 

Cheri 
Conca, 
Sierra Club 
Virginia 
Chapter 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


reduce greenhouse gas emissions and expand transit options. The 
project’s rationale is overwhelmingly weighted toward one travel 
mode, private vehicles, and toward a narrow set of metrics measuring 
Level of Service for vehicles. This approach has repeatedly been proven 
not to provide long-term congestion relief, is not in harmony with 
Fairfax County’s plans for Tysons, and will increase greenhouse gas 
emissions. Simply widening the Beltway for more car trips is not a long-
term solution to congestion. The HOT lanes will realize diminishing 
gains within two decades as the region continues to grow. 
Furthermore, expanded road capacity leads to increased greenhouse 
gas emissions, which is at odds with the CECAP goals of reducing 
emissions. Considering that nearly half of Northern Virginia’s 
greenhouse gas emissions are produced by transportation, it is 
imperative to include strategies such as bus rapid transit (BRT), rail, 
and bicycle/pedestrian connections in the region’s transportation 
planning, while coordinating transportation plans with transit-oriented 
development goals. 
 
The goals laid out for Tysons Urban Center in Fairfax County’s 
Comprehensive Plan indicate that high-capacity transit on the Beltway 
is essential to the redevelopment of Tysons. More than 30% of all trips 
during peak periods to and from Tysons will need to be by transit once 
Tysons is fully built out, according to the Comprehensive Plan. The plan 
also specifies that achieving this level of transit use will require that 
Beltway plans provide bus service on dedicated lanes (BRT), and 
eventually extend rail service; for example, expansion of the Purple 
Line from Tysons to Bethesda. The economic success of Tysons 
depends on access by multiple transit connections. Lack of transit will 
limit people’s ability to work and shop in Tysons. The project should 
include dedicated right-of-way and dedicated funding for transit. 
Adding transit would help achieve VDOT’s own goals for the I-495 
expansion, which include providing additional travel choices, and 
improving travel reliability. Giving people the choice of driving in either 
regular lanes or HOT lanes excludes those seeking public transit as well 
as those without cars. A critical piece of the plan for Tysons is to 
provide housing choices for a variety of income levels, with affordable 
housing located close to employment opportunities. Many of these 
residents will rely on transit to connect them to where they need to go. 
HOT lanes alone do not provide additional travel choices for everyone. 
Transportation is the leading contributor to climate change in Virginia. 
As growing numbers of communities and individuals demand solutions 
to combat climate change, it is crucial to include sustainable 
transportation options such as public transit, bicycle/pedestrian 
connections in all transportation proposals. Climate change, public 

As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
The analysis indicates that the implementation of the project 
will have no adverse impacts to air quality; no violation of 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards. 
 
The project includes the construction of a Shared-use path 
behind the noise wall between Lewinsville Road and Live Oak 
Drive. 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


health, and a vibrant economy are inextricably linked. Reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions via solutions like public transit benefits all of 
us. Sincerely, 
 
We will be submitting separate comments regarding the American 
Legion Bridge transit and TDM study and 
Maryland’s 495/270 study seeking analysis of  
potential rail connections between Tysons and Bethesda (Silver Line 
and Red Line) as well as engineering for the American Legion Bridge to 
support heavy rail, as was included in the 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge. 

200424.
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Bike/Ped The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
 
495comments : I am writing in support of the shared use paths that 
have been presented as part of the 496 Express Lanes Northern 
Extension Study. As a McLean resident, one of my greatest wishes is for 
the area to become more pedestrian and bike friendly. These shared 
use paths connected to the 495 bridge over the Potomac, including the 
TBD path on the western side of the beltway would be a huge asset to 
residents for both outdoor exercise and possible commuting. 

Peggy 
Flaxman 
 

Comment of support for the proposed trail noted. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Maria 
Santini  
 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Colin 
Jackson  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/       
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Transit is needed from Tysons to the American Legion Bridge to reduce 
emissions and truly improve mobility for residents, employees, 
business owners. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Cheri 
Conca  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tim 
Cywinski  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 

Mary-
Stuart 
Torbeck  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200428.
75 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 

Jessica 
Sims  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200428.
76 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
We should be building entire highways just for BRT.  The least we could 
do is make sure the infrastructure we're building includes space for the 
most efficient vehicles on the road.  For every bus we can put on the 
road that takes 40 cars off the highway!  Make space for people 
choosing to be greener, cleaner, and faster. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 

Wyatt 
Gordon  

The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

200430.
77 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Glen Besa  
 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

200501.
78 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
While the current pandemic is devastating, Northern Virginians are 
now experiencing cleaner air. I shudder to think of the exhaust we'll 
experience once people return to work and when the Beltway is 
expanded. 
 
I support dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options for the I-
495 Northern Expansion project. I was lucky to be able to take Metro 
to work every day, but Metro doesn't cover all commuter routes. 
 
Let's move more people, not more cars, and reduce air pollution! 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Linda 
Brown  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


The analysis indicates that the implementation of the project 
will have no adverse impacts to air quality; no violation of 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

200502.
79 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Studies prove building more roads does not reduce congestion and 
increases deadly carbon emissions. We need public transportation and 
high speed rail infrastructure - not more asphalt. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Lee 
Williams  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


The analysis indicates that the implementation of the project 
will have no adverse impacts to air quality; no violation of 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

200503.
80 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
As a VA resident, I am extremely concerned about making sure that we 
commit to the ways of the future when it comes to reducing pollution 
and transportation. Trasportation is VA's biggest carbon emitter and 
we can't afford to continue this way. We must work out better, more 
efficient and greener ways. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Ryan 
Zlatanova  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


The analysis indicates that the implementation of the project 
will have no adverse impacts to air quality; no violation of 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

200503.
81 

Design 
 
Bike/Ped 

Dear Mr. Lerner: 
Thank you for requesting feedback from the community on the 495 
Express Lanes Northern Extension project. Because of its impact on 
Georgetown Pike and potential funding impact on other projects, Great 
Falls Citizens Association would like to submit the following feedback. 
Based on experience with existing Express Lanes on I-495, we can’t 
assume that Express Lanes won’t make traffic congestion on non-
Express Lanes disappear. With that in mind, GFCA requests that the I-
495/Georgetown Pike be built in a manner that both minimizes the 
backups to Georgetown Pike while also minimizing the impact on 
Georgetown Pike. With that in mind, GFCA generally endorses the 
proposed intersection design although we believe the onramps from 
Georgetown Pike to north I-495 need to be widened to address traffic 
backups. With the existing northbound onramp that narrows from 
three lanes to one lane within 400 feet, traffic routinely backs up into 
the signalized intersection. The three-lane width of the northbound 
intersection needs to be extended to address the backups at this 
intersection. 
GFCA recommends alternate intersection designs to prevent I-495 
from taking the off-ramp directly to the congested on-ramp to get 
around traffic. Intersection designs including the Single Point Urban 
Interchange and Diverging Diamond intersection designs to force off-
ramp traffic to turn left or right instead of crossing over to the on-
ramp. GFCA requests that trails be completely built from Lewinsville 
Road to the Potomac River using funding allocated for the 495 Express 
Lanes Northern Extension. If there is a delay building trails, GFCA would 
like these trails to be built but not at the expense of funding for other 
trail and intersection projects in Fairfax County. Although an expanded 
American Legion Bridge isn’t being built this year, a trail from 
Lewinsville Road will provide significant added value by providing 
connectivity to the Potomac Heritage Trail. Thank you for soliciting 
community feedback on this project.  
Best wishes, 
 
Resolution from Great Falls Citizens Association 
WHEREAS The Great Falls community relies on Georgetown Pike for 
access to schools and employers east and north of the I-
495/Georgetown Pike intersection,  

Great Falls 
Citizen’s 
Association 

See response in the responses to Letters from Agencies, 
Organizations and Officials section in the EA. 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_1_environmental_assessment_final_with_appendices.pdf


WHEREAS Evening rush hour traffic on Georgetown Pike frequently 
backs up as far astwo miles from Spring Hill Road to I-495 with delays 
as long as 40 minutes, 
WHEREAS Significant volumes of direct off-ramp to on-ramp traffic at 
the 495/Georgetown Pike interchange contributes to backups on 495 
on-ramps, 
WHEREAS Fairfax County Funding for trails and intersection 
improvements is limited and, 
WHEREAS Fairfax County funding for trails along 495 would be drawn 
from the same accounts as funds for trails elsewhere in the Dranesville 
District if not funded by the 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension, 
WHEREAS It is desirable to have bike/pedestrian access between 
Northern Virginia and the parks in Maryland via the American Legion 
Bridge, 
Therefore be it resolved: 
1. GFCA endorses the proposed design prepared for the March 12 th , 
2020 meeting with the caveat that the onramp from Georgetown Pike 
to northbound 495 be widened to allow the full volume of traffic from 
a full left turn signal cycle. 
2. GFCA encourages consideration of Single Point Urban Interchange 
and Diverging Diamond intersection designs that prevent direct access 
from off-ramps to on-ramps. If these designs are not used, intersection 
design should incorporate off-ramp barriers that force off-ramp traffic 
to turn left or right without allowing off-ramp traffic to access on-
ramps, 
3. GFCA requests Trails be fully completed alongside 495 from 
Lewinsville Road to the Potomac Heritage Trail/American Legion Bridge 
using funds from the current 495 Northern Extension project and not 
future FCDOT and/or VDOT funds. 
4. GFCA requests that VDOT clearly delineate the Limit of Disturbance 
to include not widening Georgetown Pike west of Helga Place 

200506.
82 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 

James 
Alberse  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 



Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

200507.
83 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Climate change is the defining challenge of our time. For my children's 
sake and for all of us, let's stop pretending we can continue business as 
usual and put environmental concerns in a box for some other agency 
to deal with. VDOT, please work toward a 21st-century transportation 
system that moves people efficiently. It would be better not to build 
new lanes at all, given the stormwater impacts, but at the very least 
you should incorporate robust public transit and bike and pedestrian 
access into all your plans. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 

Sarah 
Karush  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
The project includes the construction of a Shared-use path 
behind the noise wall between Lewinsville Road and Live Oak 
Drive. 

200507.
84 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 

Bob Tripp  The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


 
Sincerely, 

tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

200508.
85 

Multiple 
Topics 

Good morning, 
  
Attached please find a comment letter from the Southern 
Environmental Law Center on the Environmental Assessment for the I-
495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Study.  We are also providing 
copies of two comment letters we previously submitted on this project. 
  
Thank you for your consideration of our comments, and please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like to 
discuss further. 
  
Sincerely,  

SEE LETTER PROVIDED 

Morgan 
Butler 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

200508.
86 

Individual 
Property 
& ROW 

The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
  
495comments : We are in the process of purchasing a house and 
identified ([Removed]) as a potential. We like to know what impact will 
the Virginia's 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension have temporarily 
and also permanently on the parcel. And what changes will occur in 
and around the property line that we should be aware of before 
moving forward with any decision. 

Aryan 
Akrayi 

It is not anticipated that the project will have direct impact 
on this property. No right-of-way or easement needs to be 
acquired from this property to construct the project. 
A shared-use path is anticipated to be constructed parallel to 
I-495 (west side). The shared-use path is expected to be 
placed approximately 150 feet from the property line. 
Additionally, a stormwater pond is anticipated to be placed 
approximately 170 feet from the property line. 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


 
Thank you and hope to hear from you soon. 

200509.
87 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Sam Ressin  The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


200510.
88 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Help the planet by developing more public transit options. Cars are 
killing us.   We have seen the air clear of pollutants as we shelter in 
place , waiting for Covid 19 to retreat. Let,s maintain this air quality for 
our communities, children and grandchildren into the future. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Carol 
Shoemaker
  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/       
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200511.
89 

Design Hello  
 
I don't know what's the new special lookin for the new American legion 
memorial bridge going to be looks like? 
 
Can it be Cable with some very nice multi color lighting at night? 
 

No Name 
Provided 
 

The reconstruction of the American Legion Memorial Bridge 
will be undertaken by the Maryland Managed Lanes project. 
VDOT will coordinate with Maryland on the design and 
aesthetics. There will be well publicized opportunities for 
comment as that project advances. 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
mailto:brancomedyworld@gmail.com


I doubt that will be cool. 
 

200511.
90 

P3 
Projects 
 
Oppose 

All, 
Good morning. I would like to submit comments on the i495 express 
lane northern extension project as the hearings were in the middle of 
the Virus outbreak. 
 
Nonetheless, my comments are generic. I own an EZ pass and use it 
around the beltway and Dulles toll road. 
 
BLIF:  get rid of the express lanes if all parties involved want to improve 
traffic flow and help the environment even if the NE extension project 
occurs!!! 
 
Even during rush hour the express lanes appear to be like 30  percent 
used. You may make money but it does not alleviate traffic because the 
bulk of the traffic is stuck in the non -express lanes. Example, south 
bound from Tysons to Springfield almost every day.  We are paying 
taxes ( or float a bond) and just open all lanes all time, that is, get rid of 
the express lanes. Or at least have gates that open like other states 
during rush hour to facilitate traffic flow (and float a bond or a traffic 
tax). This fiction that everyone cares about the environment and the 
traffic flow is just that fiction. 
 
Second Get rid of those antiquated toll booths on the Dulles access 
road. Don’t the people running the Access road trust the toll takers 
that they actually have to reach around to throw coins down a 
ramp??? I have traveled extensively in the USA. No one else has this 
stupid arrangement. It is a serious impediment to traffic flow. 
 
Thx. Go to Florida and visit Orlando or Miami and see how they do it. 
 
Best of luck. 

Fred 
Zimmerma
n 

The traffic volumes in the Express Lanes are managed to 
allow for traffic to travel at free flow speeds (posted at 65 
miles per hour), and the usage varies by time of day, 
depending on the volume of traffic already using the Express 
Lanes in the previous 6 minutes, and indirectly, the traffic 
demand in the general purpose lanes. 
The existing 495 Express Lanes were financed and 
constructed by Transurban, a private concessionaire. The 
tolls on the 495 Express Lanes are used to pay back the 
equity and debt that Transurban invested in the facility, as 
well as to cover the operations and maintenance costs that 
Transurban incurs, and as such, the lanes cannot be opened 
to all traffic. Transurban signed an 80-year lease agreement 
with the Commonwealth of Virginia to maintain and operate 
the Express Lanes through December 2087. 
VDOT does not own, operate, or maintain the Dulles Toll 
Road or the Dulles Airport Access Road – those facilities are 
under the control of the Metropolitan Washington Airports 
Authority (MWAA). 

200511.
91 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 

Sherry Hill  The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 



the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200512.
92 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 

Eaton 
Terrace 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
93 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Laura 
Drembus  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
94 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
With COVID-19's impact on our lungs, we need to prioritize air 
pollution reductions. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Geoff 
Horsfield  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
The analysis indicates that the implementation of the project 
will have no adverse impacts to air quality; no violation of 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

200514.
95 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
We simply have to reduce air pollution and congestion. Air pollution is 
even more of a threat to public health with Covid-19. We need to focus 
moving people not vehicles. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Kip 
Malinosky  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
The analysis indicates that the implementation of the project 
will have no adverse impacts to air quality; no violation of 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

200514.
96 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Danielle 
Rogers  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

200514.
97 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Please expand public transportation options and encourage vehicles 
that don't contribute to pollution. As the number of Covid-type viruses 
increases, the human respiratory system will be more at risk. Pollution 
from vehicles will increase that risk. Please include public 
transportation ideas like more bus rapid transit, Metro line expansions, 
bike lanes, electric trams, walkable cities, etc. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Heather 
Compher  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


200514.
98 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Michelle 
Duplissis  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

200514.
99 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 

Alek 
Williams  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

200514.
100 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 

Liz Dyer  The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
101 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Traffic is the worst. Make it better with more public transit options. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 

Gene 
Kimball  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
102 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Steven 
Vogel  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
103 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Julia 
Durand  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Sue 
Mcfadden  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


200514.
105 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Brian 
Evans  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
106 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 

STEVEN 
MARCOM 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
107 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 

Joshua 
Capps  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
108 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
All transportation, including bike paths and trails and car charging 
stations, need to be part of a forward looking  Virginia transportation 
vision.  As work from home, or work closed to home, becomes more 
prevalent, we need to support it.  Electric vehicles are becoming an 
increasingly viable option.  Even Amazon is buying 100,000 EV 
trucks.  Lets look to the future and not the nostalgic past.... 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 

Mark 
Wolff  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
The project includes the construction of a Shared-use path 
behind the noise wall between Lewinsville Road and Live Oak 
Drive. 

200514.
109 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
We cannot keep widening roads to serve only private automobiles and 
their largely single-occupant passengers. This is a waste of money and 
a source of pollution and environmental destruction. Every new road, 
or road widening, in Virginia should also involve facilities and programs 
for mass transit.  Thank you. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 

Peter 
Harnik  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
110 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Mae Seon  The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
111 

Transit 
(Sierra 
Club) 

Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Anjali 
Athavale  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


200514.
112 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Please reduce car gridlock by giving people real, useful non-car options. 
This is needed for both the economy and for Earth 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jonathan 
Krall  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
113 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Dear VDOT-- 
Reducing emissions from motor vehicles is an absolutely vital iniative 
for the commonwealth. 
Thanks in advance for your positive action on this issue. 
 

Michael 
Gilham  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
The analysis indicates that the implementation of the project 
will have no adverse impacts to air quality; no violation of 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

200514.
114 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Please invest for the long term. Not in more cars. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 

Michael 
Beer  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
115 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 

Teresa 
Yuan  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
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Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
116 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
One of the silver linings of this pandemic has been to reveal that fewer 
cars, fewer planes help to reduce green house gases, which cause 
temperatures to rise. Let's not make the mistake ofgoing back. Let's 
make changes that we know are good choices for our future, and 
future generations. Let's show some leadership. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 

Alice S  The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
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Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
117 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
I'm a graduate student at Virginia Tech's Research Center in Ballston. I 
depend on public transit to get to and from my lab every day. 
Increasing congestion on I-495 will only hinder my ability to travel for 
research and further affect my daily commute that sometimes takes 
me as far as Fall's Church for classes. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jacob 
Gersh  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
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As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
118 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Caroline 
Corum  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
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with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
119 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Claire 
Jacobsen  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
120 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 

Becky 
Daiss  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
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with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
  
 

200514.
121 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
This is a smart way to address traffic congestion-- it looks to the future 
in a positive and comprehensive way. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 

Monica 
Maxwell  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
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Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
122 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 

Carol Hall  The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
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Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
  
 

200514.
123 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 

Kelly 
Thomas  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
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Sincerely, 
  

tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
124 

Transit   Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Carl 
Riemer  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
  
 

200514.
125 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Monica 
Fuentes  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
126 

Transit   Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Brian 
Willis  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


200514.
127 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

William 
Welkowitz  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
127 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 

Kim 
Christman 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
128 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 

Ruth 
Petzold  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
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more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
129 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 

Elliot 
Daniels  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


 
Sincerely, 

at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
130 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Aaron 
Kaplan  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
131 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
As a Northern VA resident, we all spend WAY too much time stuck in 
traffic and dealing with the negative effects of pollution as a result of 
way too many cars on the road.  As VA moves forward towards an 
electrified future and clean energy, it is critical to also address the 
impact of too many cars on the road, as well as providing more 
transportation solution for both front line communities, communities 
of lower income, and for all people who would like to make public 
transportation more affordable. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Zachary 
Millimet  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
132 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Caleb 
Merendino 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
133 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 

Elizabeth 
McDonoug
h  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
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with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
134 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 

Susan 
Bradshaw  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 

Jennifer 
Gore  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

200514.
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
The sky is blues. The wildlife are more visible. The air is clearer. The has 
been the upside of people staying home! The pollution has been 
wonderfully decreased! We HAVE to focus on more public 
transportation! The health of us all depends on it, as well as the future 
of our society! 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 

Mary Van 
Son  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Angelica 
Freitag  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


 

 

 
 

As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
I believe we need to invest in transit when undertaking new projects 
such as these. Our planet depends on it. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

David 
Kaplan 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Dean Amel  The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 

Alex 
Niconovich  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 

Merrill 
Boone  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 

Dragutin 
Cvijanovic 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Not so long ago, people in the DC area could afford to build a subway 
system.  I don't know how we have gotten so much poorer that we can 
no longer afford necessary major improvements in public 
transportation, bike lanes, and other things that will make 
transportation less damaging to the global environment. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 

Glenn 
Ayres  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
145 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Making it easier to drive places increases the number of cars on the 
road. This is not speculation... it has been proven in many studies. We 
need to promote and increase public transportation options. If those 
options are fast and reliable, they will be more desirable than driving. 
Driving spews carbon into the air and is detrimental to the health of 
the environment and to the people in our region. Please keep this in 
mind when planning big construction projects. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Carine 
Newberry  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
146 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Melissa 
Reisland  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


200514.
147 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
We need to be smart and think about solutions that are 
sustainable.  We need solutions that reduce pollution and congestion 
on our major highways.  This is a matter of protecting our health and 
susceptibility to future respiratory diseases and out environment at the 
same time. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Michael 
Carter  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
148 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 

Joan Yater  The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200514.
149 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
People are more important than cars, and carbon emissions are making 
our planet unlivable. These are facts. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 

Christophe
r 
Mcfarlane  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

200514.
150 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Even though mass transit has been reduced during the pandemic, we 
still need to take the "long view" and recognize that encouraging less 
reliance on cars, especially cars with one or two people in them, is the 
only way to cut pollution and greenhouse gases long-term.  Ironically, 
we are getting a taste of what that could be like: with emptier roads 
during the pandemic shut-down, we are seeing reduced pollution and 
traffic.  We are find ing out how good that could be, even as we fight 
this virus. Mass transit is very important as a part of this plan!  
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 

Linda 
Schneider  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 

200514.
151 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

John 
Haresch  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
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of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
  
 

200514.
152 

Transit   Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Ira 
Birnbaum  
 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
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Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
  
 

200514.
153 

Transit   Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Elizabeth 
Ketz-
Robinson  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor.  
 

200514.
154 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Peter 
Sayre  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200515.
155 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 

Diane 
Rohn  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 

Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200519.
156 

Multiple 
Topics 

Mr. Lerner: 
We had a few questions about the Environmental Assessment for the 
495Next Project and Appendixes, as set forth in the attached 
document.  We would really appreciate your taking the time to provide 
responses to these questions. 
Thanks, 
 
**ATTACHED DOCUMENT** 

Glenn 
Harris, 
MCA 
Transporta
tion 
Committee 
 
 

See response in the responses to Letters from Agencies, 
Organizations and Officials section in the EA. 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_1_environmental_assessment_final_with_appendices.pdf


200520.
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Design  Dear VDOT Staff, 
 
I appreciate the plans to have a bike/pedestrian trail connection from 
Lewinsville Rd to Live Oak Dr. 
 
I hope that proper grading is planned, as well as keeping vulnerable 
road users physically and separately protected by the wall, and not 
exposed to the highway and its toxic environment. 
 
Thank you, 

Jorge 
Torrico 

Thank you for your support for the shared use path. The 
shared use path is indeed being built behind the sound wall. 

200520.
158 

Support 
 
Bike/Ped 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : Yes 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : I am excited about the Shared Use paths and 
north-south bike facilities listed in the Environmental Assessment. 
495NextComments_Q03 : The design is very good. I wish that the trail 
could extend at least to Jones Branch Drive. It will be a better 
commuter route if it can connect to job centers like Tysons. I 
understand that eventually will connect to Maryland in a future 
project. Now is the time to have the shared use path reach Tysons. 

Michael 
McDonald  

Trail connections to Tysons are outside of this project and 
would require a separate feasibility study. The trail proposed 
with this project extends from Old Dominion Drive to the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway (the area where I-495 
is being widened to accommodate the Express Lanes 
extension). 
 

200526.
159 

Environm
ental 

Hi Jenny, 
  
In reading thru the minutiae of VDOT's I-495 NEXT EA, I came across, 
under the Fairfax County Park Authority correspondence in Appendix 
B, p 3, the following sentence. 
  
Please explain how McLean Central Park is in any way impacted by the 
I-495 NEXT project. There is a section on preventing impact on 
stormwater management (stream restoration) projects 
which would involve Dead Run, but the areas of project impact to Dead 
Run are downstream from the project. Can this be clarified? 
  
Many thanks. 

Merrily 
Pierce 
 

There is no impact to McLean Hamlet Park. 
  
Dead Run, while located within the larger study area, is not 
currently anticipated to be impacted as a result of VDOT’s 
495 NEXT Project.  Initially, the project conservatively 
assumed potential construction associated with dynamic 
message signs in the vicinity of Dead Run, but since 
completion of the technical memos and EA, the design has 
changed to scale back the equipment and related 
construction in the area. Therefore, no temporary or indirect 
impacts are anticipated, assuming that the selected Design-
Build Contractor stays within the project LOD and 
parameters assumed at this point by the design team. 
 

200527.
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P3 
Projects & 
Tolling 

Hello VDOT’s I-495 NEXT Project, 
 
Please help with a query. Transurban has a 75 year lease on the Capital 
Beltway ROW from where to where? From the Springfield Interchange 
to the American Legion Bridge? from the Springfield Interchange to the 
GW Memorial Parkway? 
Under the lease, once additional ROW for the project is acquired and 
construction completed, Transurban will both own and operate the 
facility? Some references would be appreciated to help clarify. 

Mary 
Pierce  

Transurban has a 80-year lease, terminating in December 
2087, to operate and maintain the Capital Beltway Express 
Lanes between the west of the Springfield Interchange (near 
Backlick Road overpass) and the existing northern terminus 
north of the Dulles Toll Road interchange (Old Dominion 
Drive overpass).  
 
The 2007 Amended and Restated Comprehensive Agreement 
(ARCA) allows Transurban to enter into negotiations with 



 
Many thanks. 

VDOT develop an extension of the express lanes between the 
current terminus and the south end of the American Legion 
Bridge, provided that VDOT and Transurban can reach 
agreement on amending the terms of the existing ARCA. The 
ARCA may be found here: 
https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf 

200603.
161 

Traffic  Hello, 
I read with interest the I-495 Northern Extension Project Traffic and 
Transportation Technical Report (TATTR), dated February 2020. 
I am a Fairfax County resident and wanted to know if you are still 
accepting questions on this project? 
If so, I would like to submit two questions regarding the duration of the 
peak travel time. 
In the TATTR, Section ES.3.2, page xi, describes the current duration of 
peak period of the I-495 peak travel time as follows: 
“As shown in Exhibit 4-1 in the main body of the report, in the 
northbound direction along I-495, the AM peak period lasts almost four 
hours, and the PM peak period lasts for more than six hours. In the 
southbound direction, the AM peak period lasts approximately two 
hours and the PM peak period lasts for approximately five hours.” 

1. The TATTR, Appendix I, Table 7, “Overall Performance 
Comparison for 2025 AM No Build and Build Alternative Prior 
to Maryland Managed Lanes System Being in Place”, 
the row for Duration of Congestion, shows Northbound as 
somewhat worse and Southbound neither better nor worse.” 
What is the estimated duration of the peak period of I-495 
peak travel time northbound, in the AM, in the 2025 Build, 
pre-Maryland scenario? 
What is the duration of the peak period of I-495 peak travel 
time southbound, in the AM, in the 2025 Build, pre-Maryland 
scenario? 

2. The TATTR, Appendix I, Table 8, “Overall Performance 
Comparison for 2025 PM No Build and Build Alternative Prior 
to Maryland Managed Lanes System Being in Place”, 
the row for Duration of Congestion, shows Northbound 
somewhat worse and Southbound neither better nor worse.” 
What is the estimated duration of congestion northbound, in 
the PM, in the 2025 Build Scenario, pre-Maryland scenario? 
What is the estimated duration of congestion southbound, in 
the PM, in the 2025 Build Scenario, pre-Maryland scenario? 

Kind regards, 

Sharon 
Gamble 

The duration of existing congestion in Exhibit 4-1 is derived 
from average speed data available for 15-minute intervals 
across an entire average weekday (averaged for all weekdays 
in 2018).  
The duration of future congestion for various scenarios, as 
reported in Chapter 7 and Appendix I in the TATTR, is derived 
from traffic simulation outputs and a visual assessment of 
the 3.5-hour speed “heat maps” shown for each scenario. 
Thus, in Appendix I, the “Extent and Duration of Congestion” 
shown in Tables 7 and 8 are derived from Figures 5 and 8 (of 
Appendix I), respectively.   
 
1. Referring to Figure 5 in Appendix I, in the northbound 

direction during the AM peak period, the extent (length) 
of congestion is observed to be slightly longer in the 
Build scenario and dissipating by the end of the analysis 
period, similar to the No-Build scenario. Therefore, it can 
be estimated that the duration of congestion in the 
northbound direction will be somewhat worse for the 
Build condition as compared to the No Build condition. 

 
In the southbound direction during the AM peak period, 
limited congestion is shown south of Clara Barton 
Parkway in both the No-Build and Build scenarios. 
Therefore, it can be estimated that the duration of 
congestion in the southbound direction is neither better 
nor worse for the Build condition as compared to the 
No-Build condition.  
 

2. Referring to Figure 8 in Appendix I, in the northbound 
direction, the extent (length) of congestion is observed 
to extend the length of the study limits in both the No 
Build and Build scenarios. However, given the available 
travel time data that shows longer average travel times 
in the Build scenario (Table 2), it can be estimated that 
the duration of congestion in the northbound direction 

https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf
https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf


will be somewhat worse for the Build condition as 
compared to the No Build condition. 
 

In the southbound direction during the PM peak period, 
congestion near Clara Barton Parkway is shown to be 
reduced in the Build condition, but congestion near Route 
123 and the Dulles Toll Road is shown to be worsened. Based 
on the travel times for the southbound GP lanes shown in 
Table 2, it can be estimated that the duration of congestion 
in the southbound direction is neither better nor worse for 
the Build condition as compared to the No Build condition.  

200611.
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
Sincerely, 

Adam Reel The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200626.
163 

Miscellan
eous 

The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495comments : Greetings! 
I was wondering if there is a standard procedure to request record 
drawings for projects implemented by VDOT? If so, does it change by 
district? 
I am particularly interested in the geotechnical boring and lab testing 
information (typically found in the geotechnical reports) for I-495 Hot 
Lanes project. What do I need to do to request that information? 
Thanks 

Rajul 
Teredesai 

Abi Lerner (Abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov) contacted 
the resident and provided information requested by the 
resident. 

200628.
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 I have used public transit commuting from Loudoun County, VA to 
Washington, D.C.  Public transit is a Win-Win option. The stress of 
fighting traffic is eliminated.  Transit riders have time to themselves 
instead of time driving.  People are able to commute without needing 
to own a car. And, greenhouse gas emissions will be reduced since cars 
will be kept off the road. 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 

Natalie 
Pien  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

200701.
165 

Multiple 
Topics 

Clerk to the BOS… 
>> Please share the following email,  sent to Abi Lerner and Officials 
regarding 495NEXT, with BOS. 
>> Thanks… 
>> Abi…. 
>> 
>> MCA Transportation Committee (TC) is reviewing the VDOT 
495NEXT PHASED EA Documents and it would be helpful if you address 
the following 495NEXT Study Questions.  Direct answers are 
appreciated. 
>> The deadline for Data and Fact submission to TC is July 1, 2020. 
>> 
>> The Questions TC needs answered are followed by some comments 
and references to the May 20, 2019 VDOT 495NEXT Community 
Meeting Transcript. This Transcript is online at the 495NEXT site. 
>> I will copy everyone on this Transcript following this email. 
>> The Transcript is worth reading, especially if you missed the VDOT 
495NEXT PHASED COMMUNITY MEETING on May 20, 2019. 
 
>> #1    
>> 495NEXT PHASED CHOKE POINT STUDY and CONNECTION POINT 
STUDIES at GW Area on 495 North to MD (MD No Build) 
>> 
>> When will the New Connection Point Studies for all Lanes at the GW 
Area be Done ? 
>> Why was the Promised Choke Point Study Not Done ? 
>> When will this 495NEXT Choke Point Study be Done ? (MD NO Build) 
>> 
>> (In the May 20, 2019 VDOT 495NEXT Community Meeting 
Transcript, Susan Shaw stated about this Choke Point Study on page 8, 
line 10… 
>> ”So, we do not have that traffic analysis just yet. We are….to have 
that later in the study…..But I would say I would expect there to be a 
bottleneck without increase capacity on the bridge.” 
>> 
>> Page 55, line 5... begins a discussion regarding mitigation of GW 
connection impacts. Susan says…” We don’t have those studies yet. 
That’s something certainly the Park is vey interested in and we are as 

April 
Georgelas 

See #200710.165.1 for responses to these comments.   
 



well.” ) 
>> 
>> Adding 2 HOTLanes at the GW Area before the American Legion 
Bridge will greatly increase Capacity and Congestion in an already 
Traffic Jammed Area. This will Negatively Impact 495, Neighborhoods, 
McLean, CBC and Region Traffic, including 66.  
>> Please share your Studies …and/or Intended Studies. 
 
>> #2 
>> Noise IMPACT STUDIES for FLYOVER RAMP CONNECTING TO GW 
PARKWAY 
>> 
>> Why was this Study Not Done ? 
>> When will this Study be Done ? 
>> How will Noise Increases be Mitigated for Area Neighborhoods ? 
>> 
>> ( Flyover Ramps have huge Negative Noise impacts that cannot be 
Mitigated and ruin Neighborhoods... according to former Supervisor 
Smyth in BOS 495NEXT Briefing Meeting.) 
 
>> #3 
>> INADEQUATE ROAD IMPACT STUDIES 
>> 
>> When will Adequate Area and Regional Road traffic Impact Studies 
be Done ? 
>> 
>> Only a few roads off Swinks Mill have been Studied in EA. 
>> 
>> Page 30, line 19-23…..Susan Shaw says…”we look at how the project 
impacts traffic in and around the Beltway, not just at the 
Beltway…….we understand it’s a regional network and we want to see 
how what we do on one area might impact flowing traffic in another.” 
>> 
>> There appears to be NO Traffic Impact Studies for the Region, 66 
Area, Tysons Area, McLean, McLean CBC, the 123 and Old Dominion 
Corridors, or for Neighborhood Cut Thru Traffic Areas of Major 
Concern  for many years since the opening of the HOTLane Shoulder 
Lane Extension at the 495 GW Connection Area, North to MD.  
>> This Additional Merge Lane has caused a Major Merge Mess and 
moved the CHOKE Point from Dulles Area to the GW Area….BEFORE 
the American Legion Bridge. 
 
>> Susan Shaw also states “Improvements on side streets”. 
>> Where is this Data ? 



>> #4 
>> INTERSECTION STUDIES 
>> 
>> When will current Intersection Studies be done without inclusion of 
unstudied CLRP proposed projects ? 
>> 
>> MCA Transportation Committee was told that the  lack of Road 
Studies would be covered by Regional Intersection Studies. 
>> These Intersection Studies were completed in 2018 and are out of 
date with “assumed" data….not facts. 
>> Thes Intersection Studies apparently were not based on Facts, but 
included the Assumption that MD Has Built the New Bridge and 
HOTLanes….even in the MD NO Build Studies. 
>> This is due to the automatic inclusion of proposed projects in the 
CLRP. 
>> 
>> On page 16, line 4-9…Susan Shaw states that…”….both Virginia and 
Maryland have their projects in what we call the approved constrained 
long-range plan (CLRP) .  And so from an environmental, regulatory 
standpoint we’re required, when we do our traffic study, to include 
their project because the region has voted to include their project.” 
>> 
>> Projects in the CLRPs are not Studied for Traffic Impacts and 
Environmental Impacts at this point.  Are they ? 
>> There are only Assumptions that projects are "successful”.  Is this 
true? 
>> This lack of Data and Facts skews the later resulting Traffic Impact 
Studies Results done by VDOT or FCDOT. 
>> 
>> Also, projects in the CLRP are not “voted” in by the Region or the 
Public. 
>> Public Transparency is Greatly Lacking when it comes to CLRP 
Process and Inclusions. 
 
>> #5 
>> CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDIES 
>> Why were these Not Done ? 
>> When will these be Done for Region ?    
>> Done for Tysons Area, McLean, McLean CBC, 123 & Old Dominion 
Corridors, Neighborhood Cut Thru Traffic ? 
>> 
>> Susan Shaw indicated that these Studies would be Included in 
Documents. 
>> 



>> Susan told Transportation Committee  that all work along corridor 
would be happening at the same time. 
>> Three New Bridges, Access Ramps, Flyover Ramps, Sound Walls 
removed and replaced, Tree Removal Areas, Temporary Construction 
Easement Areas & Staging Zones….All will apparently have Impacts on 
Regional & Area Traffic. 
 
>> WHAT IS REGIONAL TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN DURING 
CONSTRUCTION ? 
 
>> #6 
>> GW PARKWAY TRAFFIC USAGE COUNTS 
>> What are the Northbound 495 Access Traffic Counts onto GW 
Parkway ? 
>> From 495 currently and after 495NEXT Build ? 
>> From the proposed New HOTLane FLYOVER Ramp Connection to 
GW ? 
 
>> #7 
>> BENEFITS OF TRAFFIC STUDIES 
>> 
>> What are the Real Traffic Benefits for our Region ?  
>> Benefits for General Drivers and Area Neighborhoods ? 
>> Where is the Data ? 
>> Is Raw Data Presented ….Not Relevant Data ? 
>> 
>> Page 6, line 13-16 
>> Susan Shaw states…”Now, we are going to look at the 
traffic  benefits. If they are not there, you know, we don’t have a 
project. We need to meet our purpose and need. We need to look at 
what the project benefits are. 
>> 
>> Page 29, line 16-23 
>> Page 30, line 1-2 
>> Susan Shaw stated …”We believe that our traffic studies that we 
come back to you with in the fall (2019 Fall Meeting was cancelled) will 
demonstrate that there’s a benefit to the project ...( 495NEXT  Stand 
Alone Project, MD No Build). 
>> “….if our traffic studies  show there is absolutely no benefits, we 
won’t move forward. We won’t.” 
>> 
>> “Benefits" should include more than just Benefits for a few HOTLane 
Drivers accessing the GW Parkway more quickly, while General Lane 
Drivers are idling in Jammed Traffic Congestion at GW Access Merge 



Mess Area….Before the American Legion Bridge. 
>> 
>> Dealing with convenient “absolutes” and “assumptions” can result 
in bad traffic decisions. 
>> # 8 
>> COST BENEFIT STUDY 
>> Why was this Not Done ? 
>> When will it be Done ? 
 
>> # 9 
>> DOES 495NEXT PHASED PROJECT MEET REQUIRED PURPOSE AND 
NEED ? 
>> Exactly How ? What are the Facts and Data ? 
 

200710.
165.1 

Multiple 
Topics 

Abi…. 
 
MCA Transportation Committee is still awaiting your Responses to the 
495NEXT Study Questions submitted July 1, 2020. 
Please acknowledge receipt of these emails. 
Please answer the Questions about the Missing Studies,  #1-#9 in the 
following email dated July 1, 2010. 
Please copy Officials and Others listed in this email heading. 
Please enter all Questions following and your Responses  in the 
495NEXT Public Comment Section. 
 
Is the NEPA for 495NEXT really Complete ?    
Are some Studies Missing ? 
 
 
The #1 Study…for example : 
CHOKE POINT & CONNECTION POINT STUDIES at GW Parkway before 
the American Legion Bridge are of particular interest and importance 
because these Studies will show Traffic Impacts for the 495 Corridor, 
the Region, the 123 & Old Dominion Corridors, Tysons, McLean, 
McLean CBC, Neighborhood Streets and Cut Thru Traffic, etc.. 
Isn’t this correct ? 
 
These Studies, especially the CHOKE POINT STUDY,  should trigger 
Additional  Appropriate Road Impact Studies and Real Road Impact 
Results for the Region and McLean.  
Correct ? 
 
The old 2018 Intersection Study Models submitted (with MD New Built 
Bridge Assumptions ... in MD NO Build Models)  will probably no longer 

April 
Georgelas 
 

[This response was emailed to the commenter on July 10, 
2020, by Abi Lerner of VDOT.]  
 
April: 
Please see responses in red below. 
MCA Transportation Committee is still awaiting your 
Responses to the 495NEXT Study Questions submitted July 1, 
2020. 
Please acknowledge receipt of these emails. 
Please answer the Questions about the Missing Studies,  #1-
#9 in the following email dated July 1, 2010. 
Please copy Officials and Others listed in this email heading. 
Please enter all Questions following and your Responses  in 
the 495NEXT Public Comment Section 
 
Is the NEPA for 495NEXT really Complete ?  
The draft documents have been prepared and are posted on 
the project webpage 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/ma
rch_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp). They will be updated 
after the public hearing and after the comment period closes 
to address the comments received. 

 

Are some Studies Missing? 
All of the study reports are posted on the 
website (http://www.495northernextension.org/public_mee
tings/march_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp). 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


apply to Real Regional Traffic Impacts for 495NEXT. 
Correct ? 
 
Susan Shaw told Residents at the VDOT 495NEXT Community Meeting 
on May 20, 2019…that this CHOKE POINT STUDY at GW Area would be 
included in the NEPA. ( Can be referenced in the May 20th 495NEXT 
Meeting Transcript I also sent on July 1st…..Page 8, line 10. This 
Transcript is also online at 495NEXT. ) 
 
Why was CHOKE POINT STUDY & Connection Studies not included in 
NEPA ? 
When will this Study (Studies) be Completed ? 
 
 
Your Answers to the Other Listed Studies in the following submitted 
email would also be appreciated….ASAP. 
 
Thanks……. 

  

The #1 Study…for example : 
CHOKE POINT & CONNECTION POINT STUDIES at GW 
Parkway before the American Legion Bridge are of particular 
interest and importance because these Studies will show 
Traffic Impacts for the 495 Corridor, the Region, the 123 & 
Old Dominion Corridors, Tysons, McLean, McLean CBC, 
Neighborhood Streets and Cut Thru Traffic, etc.. 
Isn’t this correct ? 

The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf) covers an analysis of local streets in 
addition to I-495.  

 
These Studies, especially the CHOKE POINT STUDY,  should 
trigger Additional  Appropriate Road Impact Studies and Real 
Road Impact Results for the Region and McLean.  
Correct ? 

The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf) includes information on the impacts to 
the local streets. 

__________________________________________________
__________  
 
The old 2018 Intersection Study Models submitted (with MD 
New Built Bridge Assumptions ... in MD NO Build 
Models)  will probably no longer apply to Real Regional 
Traffic Impacts for 495NEXT. 
Correct ? 

The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions are temporary. As we move into 
Phase III, traffic throughout the Commonwealth is beginning 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
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to approach pre-COVID levels. Moreover, the analysis of 
future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models. We 
used the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) models to forecast future traffic. This regional 
model is the best tool available to assess traffic operations in 
the future. Also, FHWA requires that we use the MWCOG 
model. 
  
 
Susan Shaw told Residents at the VDOT 495NEXT Community 
Meeting on May 20, 2019…that this CHOKE POINT STUDY at 
GW Area would be included in the NEPA. ( Can be referenced 
in the May 20th 495NEXT Meeting Transcript I also sent on 
July 1st…..Page 8, line 10. This Transcript is also online at 
495NEXT. ) 
 
Why was CHOKE POINT STUDY & Connection Studies not 
included in NEPA ? 
When will this Study (Studies) be Completed ? 

The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf) includes information on the impacts to 
the local streets. 

 
>>> #1    
>>> 495NEXT PHASED CHOKE POINT STUDY and 
CONNECTION POINT STUDIES at GW Area on 495 North to 
MD (MD No Build) 
>>> 
>>> When will the New Connection Point Studies for all Lanes 
at the GW Area be Done ? 
>>> Why was the Promised Choke Point Study Not Done ? 
>>> When will this 495NEXT Choke Point Study be Done ? 
(MD NO Build) 
>>> 
>>> (In the May 20, 2019 VDOT 495NEXT Community 
Meeting Transcript, Susan Shaw stated about this Choke 
Point Study on page 8, line 10… 
>>> ”So, we do not have that traffic analysis just yet. We 
are….to have that later in the study…..But I would say I would 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf


expect there to be a bottleneck without increase capacity on 
the bridge.” 
>>> 
>>> Page 55, line 5... begins a discussion regarding mitigation 
of GW connection impacts. Susan says…” We don’t have 
those studies yet. That’s something certainly the Park is vey 
interested in and we are as well.” ) 
>>> 
>>> Adding 2 HOTLanes at the GW Area before the American 
Legion Bridge will greatly increase Capacity and Congestion 
in an already Traffic Jammed Area. This will Negatively 
Impact 495, Neighborhoods, McLean, CBC and Region Traffic, 
including 66.  
>>> Please share your Studies …and/or Intended Studies. 
>>> 
>>> 

The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf) covers an analysis of local streets in 
addition to I-495.  

 
>>> #2 
>>> Noise IMPACT STUDIES for FLYOVER RAMP CONNECTING 
TO GW PARKWAY 
>>> 
>>> Why was this Study Not Done ? 
>>> When will this Study be Done ? 
>>> How will Noise Increases be Mitigated for Area 
Neighborhoods ? 
>>> 
>>> (Flyover Ramps have huge Negative Noise impacts that 
cannot be Mitigated and ruin Neighborhoods... according to 
former Supervisor Smyth in BOS 495NEXT Briefing Meeting.) 
>>> 
>>> 

The Noise Technical Report includes an analysis of noise 
impacts. It is posted on the 
website http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf


pim032020/i-
495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf) 

>>> #3 
>>> INADEQUATE ROAD IMPACT STUDIES 
>>> 
>>> When will Adequate Area and Regional Road traffic 
Impact Studies be Done ? 
>>> 
>>> Only a few roads off Swinks Mill have been Studied in EA. 
>>> 
>>> Page 30, line 19-23…..Susan Shaw says…”we look at how 
the project impacts traffic in and around the Beltway, not 
just at the Beltway…….we understand it’s a regional network 
and we want to see how what we do on one area might 
impact flowing traffic in another.” 
>>> 
>>> There appears to be NO Traffic Impact Studies for the 
Region, 66 Area, Tysons Area, McLean, McLean CBC, the 123 
and Old Dominion Corridors, or for Neighborhood Cut Thru 
Traffic Areas of Major Concern  for many years since the 
opening of the HOTLane Shoulder Lane Extension at the 495 
GW Connection Area, North to MD.  
>>> This Additional Merge Lane has caused a Major Merge 
Mess and moved the CHOKE Point from Dulles Area to the 
GW Area….BEFORE the American Legion Bridge. 
>>> 
>>> 
>>> Susan Shaw also states “Improvements on side streets”. 
>>> Where is this Data ? 
>>> 
The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf) covers an analysis of local streets in 
addition to I-495.  

The study area and roads studied were coordinated with 
local jurisdictions and were approved by Federal Highway 
(FHWA). 

>>> #4 
>>> INTERSECTION STUDIES 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
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>>> 
>>> When will current Intersection Studies be done without 
inclusion of unstudied CLRP proposed projects ? 
 
>>> MCA Transportation Committee was told that the  lack of 
Road Studies would be covered by Regional Intersection 
Studies. 
>>> These Intersection Studies were completed in 2018 and 
are out of date with “assumed" data….not facts. 
>>> Thes Intersection Studies apparently were not based on 
Facts, but included the Assumption that MD Has Built the 
New Bridge and HOTLanes….even in the MD NO Build 
Studies. 
>>> This is due to the automatic inclusion of proposed 
projects in the CLRP. 
>>> 
>>> On page 16, line 4-9…Susan Shaw states that…”….both 
Virginia and Maryland have their projects in what we call the 
approved constrained long-range plan (CLRP) .  And so from 
an environmental, regulatory standpoint we’re required, 
when we do our traffic study, to include their project 
because the region has voted to include their project.” 
>>> 
>>> Projects in the CLRPs are not Studied for Traffic Impacts 
and Environmental Impacts at this point.  Are they ? 
>>> There are only Assumptions that projects are 
"successful”.  Is this true? 
>>> This lack of Data and Facts skews the later resulting 
Traffic Impact Studies Results done by VDOT or FCDOT. 
>>> 
>>> Also, projects in the CLRP are not “voted” in by the 
Region or the Public. 
>>> Public Transparency is Greatly Lacking when it comes to 
CLRP Process and Inclusions. 
>>> 
The FHWA approved methodology requires that projects in 
the CLRP be included in the analysis. The projects included in 
the CLRP are developed by the local jurisdictions in 
coordination with MWCOG. 

Based on input from residents and stakeholders, the Study 
Team conducted an evaluation of traffic conditions in 2025 
prior to the widening of the American Legion Bridge by 
Maryland. Appendix I of the Traffic and Transportation 



Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appe
ndices_only.pdf) shows the results of the analysis of traffic 
conditions in 2025 prior to the widening of the American 
Legion Bridge. 

 
__________________________________________________
___________________ 

>>> #5 
>>> CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDIES 
>>> Why were these Not Done ? 
>>> When will these be Done for Region ?    
>>> Done for Tysons Area, McLean, McLean CBC, 123 & Old 
Dominion Corridors, Neighborhood Cut Thru Traffic ? 
>>> 
>>> Susan Shaw indicated that these Studies would be 
Included in Documents. 
>>> 
>>> Susan told Transportation Committee  that all work 
along corridor would be happening at the same time. 
>>> Three New Bridges, Access Ramps, Flyover Ramps, Sound 
Walls removed and replaced, Tree Removal Areas, 
Temporary Construction Easement Areas & Staging 
Zones….All will apparently have Impacts on Regional & Area 
Traffic. 
>>> 
>>> 
>>> WHAT IS REGIONAL TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN 
DURING CONSTRUCTION ? 
 
Maintenance of Traffic Plans and a Transportation 
Management Plan will be developed in later phases of the 
project. These plans will include measures to mitigate traffic 
impacts during construction. 

>>> 
>>> #6 
>>> GW PARKWAY TRAFFIC USAGE COUNTS 
>>> What are the Northbound 495 Access Traffic Counts 
onto GW Parkway ? 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf


>>> From 495 currently and after 495NEXT Build ? 
>>> From the proposed New HOTLane FLYOVER Ramp 
Connection to GW ? 
>>> 

The traffic volume information is shown in the Traffic and 
Transportation Technical Report and the 
appendices  (http://www.495northernextension.org/docume
nts/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf and http://www.495northernextension.or
g/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appe
ndices_only.pdf) 
>>> 

 
>>> #7 
>>> BENEFITS OF TRAFFIC STUDIES 
>>> 
>>> What are the Real Traffic Benefits for our Region ?  
>>> Benefits for General Drivers and Area Neighborhoods ? 
>>> Where is the Data ? 
>>> Is Raw Data Presented ….Not Relevant Data ? 
>>> 
>>> Page 6, line 13-16 
>>> Susan Shaw states…”Now, we are going to look at the 
traffic  benefits. If they are not there, you know, we don’t 
have a project. We need to meet our purpose and need. We 
need to look at what the project benefits are. 
>>> 
>>> Page 29, line 16-23 
>>> Page 30, line 1-2 
>>> Susan Shaw stated …”We believe that our traffic studies 
that we come back to you with in the fall (2019 Fall Meeting 
was cancelled) will demonstrate that there’s a benefit to the 
project ...( 495NEXT  Stand Alone Project, MD No Build). 
>>> “….if our traffic studies  show there is absolutely no 
benefits, we won’t move forward. We won’t.” 
>>> 
>>> “Benefits" should include more than just Benefits for a 
few HOTLane Drivers accessing the GW Parkway more 
quickly, while General Lane Drivers are idling in Jammed 
Traffic Congestion at GW Access Merge Mess Area….Before 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
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the American Legion Bridge. 
>>> 
>>> Dealing with convenient “absolutes” and “assumptions” 
can result in bad traffic decisions. 
>>> 
The levels of performance with and without the project are 
summarized in the Traffic and Transportation Technical 
Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf) 
 
 

__________________________________________________
_______________   

 
>>> # 8 
>>> COST BENEFIT STUDY 
>>> Why was this Not Done ? 
>>> When will it be Done ? 
>>> 
The transportation improvements included in the 495 NEXT 
project are planned to be funded through private financing 
supported by toll revenues.  

  

 

 
>>> # 9 
>>> DOES 495NEXT PHASED PROJECT MEET REQUIRED 
PURPOSE AND NEED ? 
>>> Exactly How ? What are the Facts and Data ? 
>>> 
The I-495 Northern Extension Environmental Assessment 
Document 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_1a_environmental_assessment_final_noappendic
es.pdf) addresses the project Purpose and Need in Chapter 1. 
The document demonstrates how the project meets the 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
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purpose and need. The final determination on whether or 
not the project addresses the Purpose and Need will be 
made by FHWA based on the revised documents that 
address comments received by the Study Team. 
>>> 

200713.
166 

Multiple 
Topics 

Clerk to the BOS…..Please forward the following emails to BOS 
Members.   Thanks…. 
Abi... 
The following email was sent to the MCA Transportation Committee. 
Your Responses to the presented Questions regarding the 495NEXT 
Studies are evasive, inadequate, dismissive and insulting to our MCA 
Committee, Residents and Community. 
Officials should also be concerned and ask for Accurate Responses 
from VDOT. 
$6 million in Taxpayer Money has obviously not been well spent for a 
Proper and Complete 495NEXT EA. 
I have asked for an Independent Review of VDOT for several years. 
Please add this behavior to the List of VDOT Review Reasons. 
Abi, please answer the Questions presented in a Direct and Detailed 
Manner ASAP. 
The Questioned Studies are either Completed in a Proper Manner…or 
they are Not Completed. 
Please add the #10 Studies Question that was Publicly Promised and is 
referenced in following TC email,  to the List: 
#10.   An Alternate Study :     VA 495 & Regional Traffic Impacts if MD 
Build / VA NO Build.    
(Refer also to # 40 & #41 VDOT Affirmative Response in EA Comment 
Section.) 
Please Comment on When this Promised Alternate Study #10 was 
Completed. 
If Not Completed…Why ? 
When will This Alternate Study for MD Build/VA NO Build be 
Completed and Publicly Shared with Taxpayers and Officials ? 
Your Immediate and Accurately Detailed Responses are 
appreciated……………... 
 

April 
Georgelas 

[The paragraph in red was emailed to the commenter on July 
15, 2020, by Abi Lerner of VDOT. Text in [brackets] denotes 
additional clarifications added for this comment response 
document.]     

April, 

See response to #10 below. 
 
# 10…AN ALTERNATE STUDY: 
If MD Builds the New Bridge and HOTLanes…But VA does 
NOT Build 495NEXT…What would be the Results and Traffic 
Impacts ?   
 
We did analyze the scenario with a new American Legion 
Bridge and Maryland managed lanes [but no Virginia project 
in place]. We analyzed it for 2025 and 2045. For purposes of 
our analysis, this scenario is considered to be the "No-Build" 
scenario [in the EA and Traffic and Transportation Technical 
Report]. The operations under this scenario are summarized 
in Chapter 7 of the Traffic and Transportation Technical 
Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf). 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
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Transit Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 
Sincerely, 

James 
Alberse  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Multiple 
Topics 

Abi… 
Thank you  for sharing the 495NEXT Technical Report Location (Chapter 
7) for one of the 10 EA Studies Questions….#10 Alternate Study. 
It would be so helpful if you could share the direct Link and summarize 
the Results of what the Study Determined. 

April 
Georgelas 

[The paragraph in red was emailed to the commenter on July 
15, 2020, by Abi Lerner of VDOT. Text in [brackets] denotes 
additional clarifications added for this comment response 
document.] 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


Please also do the same for Study Questions #1 - #9   that have been 
presented to you. 
This information would be so helpful for Taxpaying Residents and 
Officials to understand.  
Everyone is very busy dealing with these challenging Covid19 Times.  
Your Direct Answers would be a useful aid in understanding study 
results and not having to try to plow thru so many pages of technical 
reports to find and decode answers.  
Most of us are not educated in these technical study matters. 
We appreciate the  Bottom Line Data Determinations and Impacts. 
Please also simply state if  Studies Questions #1 -#9 were done and 
included in EA and Reports .   Yes…or No.     
If Yes……Please Show Direct Link and Summarize Study Determinations. 
If Not…….Why Not ? 
Some questions about your #10 Study Question Response: 
Did the Study “models” for MD Building New Double Wide Bridge and 
HOTLanes include the MD 270 CHOKE POINT and the Traffic Flow 
Impacts ? 
MD DEIS Studies now indicates that the 270 CHOKE POINT will be 
Worsened….with More Congestion and Backups.  
This important info is buried in the technical reports,  according to 
quote from Ben Ross in Katie Shaver’s recent Washington Post Article 
……regarding  Government Funding that might be needed for MD 
HOTLanes. 
Were VA Connection Points added to “connect” VA with MD’s New 
Bridge  in determining VA Traffic Flow and Impacts WITHOUT VA 
Building 495NEXT ? 
This Essential “Connection” Concept was included in the several 
discussions about Studying  MD BUILD/ VA NO BUILD 495NEXT. 
Were our current 5 Lanes before  GW Parkway Access Area connected 
to New Bridge Lanes ? 
How ? 
What were the VA Traffic Flow Results ? 

April, 

See response to #10 below. 
 
# 10…AN ALTERNATE STUDY: 
If MD Builds the New Bridge and HOTLanes…But VA does 
NOT Build 495NEXT…What would be the Results and Traffic 
Impacts ?   
 
We did analyze the scenario with a new American Legion 
Bridge and Maryland managed lanes [but no Virginia project 
in place]. We analyzed it for 2025 and 2045. For purposes of 
our analysis, this scenario is considered to be the "No-Build" 
scenario [in the EA and Traffic and Transportation Technical 
Report]. The operations under this scenario are summarized 
in Chapter 7 of the Traffic and Transportation Technical 
Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf). 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 

Dean Amel  The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf


more people, not more cars. 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 

updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 

Oliver 
Gregurevic  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
We need to give people really good options to get out of their cars! 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 

Ivy Main  The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 

Susan 
Weltz  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Multiple 
Topics 

Clerk to the BOS……..Please forward the following emails to BOS 
members.  Thanks….April Georgelas 
 
 
Abi… 
Thank you  for sharing the 495NEXT Technical Report Location (Chapter 
7) for one of the 10 EA Studies Questions….#10 Alternate Study. 
It would be so helpful if you could share the direct Link and summarize 
the Results of what the Study Determined. 
 
 
Please also do the same for Study Questions #1 - #9   that have been 
presented to you. 
This information would be so helpful for Taxpaying Residents and 
Officials to understand.  
 
Everyone is very busy dealing with these challenging Covid19 Times.  
Your Direct Answers would be a useful aid in understanding study 
results and not having to try to plow thru so many pages of technical 
reports to find and decode answers.  
Most of us are not educated in these technical study matters. 
We appreciate the  Bottom Line Data Determinations and Impacts. 
 
 
Please also simply state if  Studies Questions #1 -#9 were done and 
included in EA and Reports .   Yes…or No.     
If Yes……Please Show Direct Link and Summarize Study Determinations. 
If Not…….Why Not ? 
 
Some questions about your #10 Study Question Response: 
 
Did the Study “models” for MD Building New Double Wide Bridge and 
HOTLanes include the MD 270 CHOKE POINT and the Traffic Flow 
Impacts ? 
MD DEIS Studies now indicates that the 270 CHOKE POINT will be 
Worsened….with More Congestion and Backups.  
This important info is buried in the technical reports,  according to 
quote from Ben Ross in Katie Shaver’s recent Washington Post Article 

April 
Georgelas 

All the required documents, including the proposed design, 
EA, and Technical Reports have been available on the project 
website since Feb. 26, 2020. 



……regarding  Government Funding that might be needed for MD 
HOTLanes. 
 
Were VA Connection Points added to “connect” VA with MD’s New 
Bridge  in determining VA Traffic Flow and Impacts WITHOUT VA 
Building 495NEXT ? 
This Essential “Connection” Concept was included in the several 
discussions about Studying  MD BUILD/ VA NO BUILD 495NEXT. 
Were our current 5 Lanes before  GW Parkway Access Area connected 
to New Bridge Lanes ? 
How ? 
What were the VA Traffic Flow Results ? 
 
I look forward to your Rapid Responses…… 
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Multiple 
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Abi… 
Responses from You and VDOT would be appreciated by Many 
Residents to the 495NEXT  EA Studies Questions in the Email submitted 
July 16, 2020. 
This July 16th email also references and includes those Questions 
submitted on July 13, 2020….and July 1, 2020.   Please respond ASAP. 
Please enter these Emails and your Responses on the 495NEXT 
Comment Section Online. 
 
$6 Million of Taxpayer Money was given to VDOT for the EA Studies by 
the Commonwealth Transportation Board Vote on April 17, 
2018…according to VDOT site. 
This was without Public Review or Input. 
 
Many Residents would like an Accounting of the Allocation of the $6 
Million Taxpayer Money for the EA Studies. 
How was the Money Spent ?   For Which Study ?  When ?   By Whom ? 
 
Your continuing lack of direct and detailed Responses to the Studies 
Questions as requested, has many Residents wondering if the 
Questioned Studies were ever done for the EA. 
If these Studies are Missing and/or Inadequate, then How Much of the 
$6 Million is still unused that might be applied towards an Adequate 
Completion of these Studies ?    Where is the Unused Portion of the $6 
Million ? 
 
Please share your EA Accounting Responses ASAP. 
Please Answer the EA Studies Questions ASAP. 

April 
Georgelas 

[This response was emailed to the commentor on July 30, 
2020, by Susan Shaw of VDOT. An additional response is 
provided related to funding for the project studies.]  
 
“We are working to develop more detailed responses to your 
questions, summarizing the information that is included in 
the reports referenced in our earlier response. We will post 
these more detailed responses on the project website next 
week, no later than August 6, 2020. We will send an email 
letting you know when the responses are posted on our 
project website.” 
 
$6 million funding was allocated and has been used to 
conduct studies for this project. The draft reports for these 
studies were completed and posted to the project website 
on Feb. 26, 2020. VDOT continues to refine these documents 
based on input received from community members, agencies 
and jurisdictions, and various other stakeholders. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 

Milan Meht The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
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Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 

Irwin 
Flashman  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 

managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
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Bike/Ped Please consider a direct bicycle connection to Tysons 

 

Mark 
Scheufler  

Trail connections to Tysons are outside of this project and 
would require a separate feasibility study. The trail proposed 
with this project extends from Old Dominion Drive to the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway (the area where I-495 
is being widened to accommodate the Express Lanes 
extension). 
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Multiple 
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Susan… 
Thank you for finally responding and acknowledging the receipt of the 
many Studies Questions Emails.   Residents have waited weeks. 
Transparency and Accurate & Appropriate Data Sharing help with 
accomplishing Proper Public Process and Wise Decision-Making. 
Posting your Responses on the 495NEXT website will be appreciated 
for Public Review.  
Please also include all these email chains with the Original Questions 
and Abi’s answers, so the Public may read for themselves the history 
needed to obtain the Responses. 
Please also send Responses to me and All the original Officials & Others 
listed in the email address heading, which you now have in Cc. 
Continuity is good for All of Us. 
Please Reread the July 16th Email. 
Simple Answers can be supplied immediately to Questions #1- 9  (And 
the 2 Questions for #10).     Yes….or No. 
Have Studies #1-9 been Done ?   Yes or No. 
Example: #1….Choke Point & Connection Studies for 495NEXT GW Area 
and Regional Traffic Impacts you promised May 20, 29019….Are they 
Done for EA ?    

April 
Georgelas 

[This response was emailed to the commenter on Aug. 6, 
2020, by Susan Shaw of VDOT. The reference to “in the email 
chain below” refers to previous answers listed in comments # 
200713.166 and 200710.165]  
 
All:  A series of Questions and Answers have been added to 
the 495 NEXT Project website at the following link: 
http://495northernextension.org/faq/default.asp  under the 
title ”Questions Related to Public Hearing Documents (As of 
August 6. 2020).” 
 
We have provided answers to many of the questions in the 
email chain below, but are still working on a few remaining 
answers. We will update the Project Website as soon as the 
answers are ready.  

http://495northernextension.org/faq/default.asp


                         Yes or No. 
For # 2…………Please add  the word “Ramps”  (plural) to Question on 
Noise Studies Completed for Flyover Ramp for  GW Area and GW 
Connections.  
                        Were the Noise Studies Completed for EA for these 
Flyover Ramps/“Bridges" for GW Areas ?    Yes or No. 
There appears to be several Flyover Ramps ( Connecting “Bridge" Areas 
?) involving the GW Area one each side of the Beltway in VA…2 near 
near Live Oak Drive. 
Were these Structures Newly Added for the Data Dump approximately 
2 weeks before...and then Another Data Dump 1 week before... the 
previously scheduled “Hearing” for March 12,  2020 ?     Yes or No. 
 You promised 4 weeks for Public Document Review on May 20, 20, 
2019.  This did not happen. 
 New Major 495NEXT Plan Changes, without any Public Alert & 
Transparency, were apparently Added. 
The Plan Drawings are very difficult to read in many Sections.   
Please enlarge these Flyover Ramps or “bridge” areas for GW Area and 
GW Connections. 
Please include Elevations for Flyover Ramps/ Bridges for GW Areas. 
How will Noise from Flyover Ramps/ Bridges for GW Areas be 
Mitigated for the Several Neighborhoods …. as Required ?  
Is it possible to Mitigate this Noise ?   Yes….or No. 
If Noise is NOT Mitigated, must these Flyover Ramps/ Bridges be 
omitted from 495NEXT ?    Yes or No. 
This would all be immediately helpful for Public Understanding. 

200731.
178 

Support It is my understanding that the Virginia Department of Transportation 
is currently considering the 495 NEXT project.  I write in strong support 
of this project.  The congestion on Interstate 495 near the American 
Legion Bridge is one of the worst in Northern Virginia.  While significant 
progress has been made in reducing congestion along many of 
Northern Virginia’s interstate corridors, this area has not been 
addressed.  
The 495 NEXT project can improve the quality of life for tens 
of thousands of commuters who rely on I-495 for their daily commute. 
This project will get traffic moving between the Dulles Toll Road and 
the George Washington Memorial Parkway.  
The 495 NEXT project will bring about the expansion of the American 
Legion Bridge, which is critical to ensuring Northern Virginia’s 
continued economic growth.  In addition to relieving congestion, the 
495 NEXT project will benefit the regional economy.  Estimates show 
that this project will deliver over $800 million in economic impact to 
the region and support over 6,000 jobs during the construction.  The 
long term benefits are even more important as people will be able to 

McDermott
, Frank 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



get to work on time and goods can be moved faster through this 
corridor.   This will make our region more economically competitive for 
decades to come.  
I urge that the 495 NEXT project be authorized and moved 
forward.  The extension of the express lanes and the future widening of 
the American Legion Bridge are critically important to our region.  I 
appreciate your consideration. 

200731.
179 

Transit  Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
 
VDOT. This is very necessary and essential. If you want to help and fight 
against the climate crisis this would help it in so many major ways. 
 
Make public transit the top priority for the I-495 Northern Extension, 
with dedicated lanes for bus rapid transit and rail options, such as 
future expansion of the Purple Line to Tysons Corner. 
 
Transit is essential to reducing congestion and traffic-related 
greenhouse gas emissions, fostering economic growth in the region, 
and providing travel options for everyone, and should be a priority for 
the I-495 Northern  Extension project. 
 
In order to achieve the goals of Fairfax County's Tysons Urban Center 
Plan and the forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action 
Plan (CECAP), transit options must be provided on the Beltway. Move 
more people, not more cars. 
 
Climate change, public health, and a healthy economy are intertwined. 
Reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by providing public 
transit options benefits all of us, whether or not we use transit 
ourselves. 

Jaiden 
Murray  

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. Draft recommendations will be available in 
early December for public input and the final report is 
scheduled to be complete in the Spring of 2021. Study 
updates are available at 
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-
495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/      
 
The construction of the Express Lanes extension is a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll 
paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to 
pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic 
tolls, the operator can guarantee that the buses are moving 
at the desired speeds. With the provision of the dedicated 
running way, transit operators are able to run transit routes 
that provide fast and reliable service. This is a condition 
similar to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/
http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/


200802.
180 

Support Dear Sir/Madam: 
I understand that the Virginia Department of Transportation is 
currently considering the 495 NEXT project.  I write in strong support of 
this project.  The congestion on Interstate 495 near the American 
Legion Bridge is one of the worst in Northern Virginia.  I know, because 
since 2003 I have traveled daily for work to/from Tysons Corner or 
Reston to my home off the River Road exit in Maryland.  While 
significant progress has been made in reducing congestion along many 
of Northern Virginia’s interstate corridors – which I also travel regularly 
because of my business and personal ties to Virginia – this area has not 
been addressed.  
  
The 495 NEXT project can improve the quality of life for thousands of 
commuters who rely on I-495 for their daily commute. This project will 
get traffic moving between the Dulles Toll Road and the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway.  
  
The 495 NEXT project will bring about the expansion of the American 
Legion Bridge, which is critical to ensuring Northern Virginia’s 
continued economic growth.  In addition to relieving congestion, the 
495 NEXT project will benefit the regional economy.  Estimates show 
that this project will deliver more than $800 million in economic impact 
to the region and support over 6,000 jobs during the construction.  The 
long term benefits are even more important as people will be able to 
get to work on time and goods can be moved faster through this 
corridor.   This will make our region more economically competitive for 
decades to come.  
I urge that the 495 NEXT project be moved forward.  The extension of 
the express lanes and the future widening of the American Legion 
Bridge are critically important to our region.  I appreciate your 
consideration, and don’t hesitate to contact me if you have questions. 
Thank you. 

Jeffrey 
Hardie 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT Project 
noted. 



200811.
183 

Support I write to offer my enthusiasm for the 495 NEXT Project that the 
Virginia Department of Transportation is currently considering. While I 
recognize and applaud the significant recent reductions in congestion 
on Northern Virginia interstate corridors, 495 NEXT addresses an area 
that still needs improvement. 
The 495 NEXT Project, which will extend the Express Lanes on 495 to 
the American Legion Bridge, will resolve serious congestion issues that 
have plagued the north end of the Capital Beltway for years. This 
project will alleviate congestion by cutting commuting times in Express 
Lanes in half during rush hour. Additionally, it will improve safety and 
perhaps save lives by lowering the number of accidents on I-495. 
Because this project is funded through private capital, it will bring 
direct benefits to Virginians without an economic burden. In fact, the 
construction of the extended Express Lanes would aid regional 
economic development, create jobs, and spur economic activity. The 
long-term benefits include improved and safer access to the corridor 
and a stepping-stone for furthered economic activity through the 
Capital Beltway Accord. 
I sincerely hope that the 495 NEXT Project moves forward as a priority 
item. If approved, it can be a regional game changer. 
I appreciate your consideration. 

Albert 
Dwoskin 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

200812.
184 

Support Dear Sir or Madam: 
The 495 NEXT Project offers a productive solution to the severe 
congestion on I-495 in 
Northern Virginia near the American Legion Bridge. As a leader in 
Virginia, I urge the 
Commonwealth to move this project forward. The expansion of the 
Express Lanes north to the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway will allow Virginia to make 
critical preparations for the 
Capital Beltway Accord, which will include rebuilding the American 
Legion Bridge and 
extending the I-495 Express Lanes into Maryland across the Potomac 
River. I cannot emphasize 
enough the estimated significant economic activity generated by the 
495 NEXT Project. Virginia 
must take advantage of this opportunity. 
Beyond economic incentives, estimates demonstrate that the 495 
NEXT Project will improve 
safety by reducing the overall average number of accidents in this area. 
The Express Lanes will 
provide a faster and more reliable option for commuters and travelers. 
As a frequent user of I- 

Thomas, 
Alexander 
Y. 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



495, I can attest to the congestion that builds at the American Legion 
Bridge. The project also 
helps the surrounding local Virginia communities not only through a 
new bicycle and pedestrian 
trail, but also by alleviating cut-through traffic in surrounding 
neighborhoods. 
At no cost to Virginia taxpayers, the 495 NEXT Project will allow Virginia 
to make necessary 
and lasting improvements that will benefit an important transportation 
corridor and the regional 
economy. I offer my strong support for this project. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

200818.
185 

Support To whom it may concern:  
I am writing to offer my strong support for the 495 NEXT Project. By 
extending the I-495 Express Lanes north to the American Legion Bridge, 
this project will alleviate severe congestion. As a 40 year resident of 
Northern Virginia, and as a frequent commuter between MD and VA all 
of these years,  I am confident that this project will provide much 
needed relief for users of the corridor and surrounding neighborhoods. 
I am particularly compelled by the significant estimated economic 
impact of the project. In the construction of the extended express 
lanes, 495 NEXT will bring thousands of new jobs and millions in 
generated economic activity to Northern Virginia. It will also establish a 
solid foundation for the Capital Beltway Accord between Virginia and 
Maryland which will only bring further economic growth. This is a huge 
opportunity for Virginia. 
Beyond addressing congestion and cutting commute times, the 495 
NEXT Project will also increase safety by reducing the number of 
accidents. The project will also support local communities around I-495 
by decreasing the need for traffic to cut through surrounding 
neighborhoods. 
I urge the Commonwealth to move this project forward. At no cost to 
Virginians, the 495 NEXT Project will support our local communities. 
Thank you for your consideration 

Gary M. 
Cohen 
Executive 
Vice 
President 
Glory Days 
Grill 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

200819.
186 

Support To Whom It May Concern: 
I represented McLean and Great Falls in the Virginia House of 
Delegates in the area where the extension is proposed, and I have 
been involved in Northern Virginia’s transportation policies and needs 
for many years including as an appointee to the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Authority. 
I write in strong support of the 495 NEXT Project, which will extend the 
495 Express Lanes north to the George Washington Memorial Parkway.  
By providing new connections at the Dulles Toll Road and George 
Washington Memorial Parkway, this project will provide a reliable 

Margaret 
G. 
Vanderhye 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



travel choice that should reduce travel time significantly.  Safety will be 
improved in the area by reducing the number of accidents.  Cut 
through traffic on local roads will be reduced – a very important factor 
for area neighborhoods like mine.  This project will allow transit and 
carpoolers to bypass congestion with a faster toll-free trip, a point I 
made consistently and persuasively as a state legislator when the 
original HOT lanes were being constructed.  That last point is even 
more compelling today as Tysons - and the region – continue to grow. 
Perhaps more importantly, the 495 NEXT Project will allow Virginia to 
be prepared for the Capital Beltway Accord Project that will include 
rebuilding the American Legion Bridge and extending the 495 Express 
Lanes across the Potomac River into Maryland.  This project will 
address one of the most congested corridors in the country and 
certainly will be a “game changer” for our region. 
I encourage the Commonwealth to move this project forward as soon 
as possible.  In addition to the benefits discussed above the 495 NEXT 
Project will create thousands of jobs and millions of dollars in economic 
activity at a time in which our region greatly needs this investment.  As 
a former state legislator, a transportation policy activist, and a 
longtime resident of McLean along the Georgetown Pike historic 
byway, I appreciate your consideration of this important project. 

200820.
187 

Support Good morning: 
I am writing to urge your support of the 495-NEXT Project.   
I am a frequent user of I-495 and I have witnesses the increased 
congestion around the American Legion Bridge.  I urge the 
Commonwealth to support the 495 NEXT Project that will improve 
safety by reducing congestion and accidents on this important road. 
Thank you for making the 495-NEXT Project a for Virginia. 

Carolyn J. 
Moss 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

200820.
188 

Support Hello, 
On behalf of the Washington Area New Auto Dealers Association 
(WANADA), I write to express our full support for the 495 NEXT Project. 
WANADA represents retail automobile businesses throughout 
Northern Virginia and actively advocates for community projects and 
programs that will benefit the automobile industry. By extending the 
Express Lanes on I-495 to the American Legion Bridge, the 495 NEXT 
Project will bring significant improvements to the Northern Virginia 
roads in an important transportation corridor. The automobile dealers 
and I urge the Commonwealth to approve this project. 
The proposed Express Lanes will offer a more reliable option and 
improve overall safety for commuters and travelers on I-495 near the 
Virginia-Maryland border. As recognized by much of the Northern 
Virginia community, this section of I-495 is one of the most congested 
and trafficked roads in the Washington Metropolitan network. The 

John 
O’Donnell 
President 
& CEO 
Washingto
n Area New 
Automobil
e Dealers 
Association 
MobilityTal
ks 
Internation
al & The 
Washingto
n, DC Auto 
Show 
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Express Lanes in the 495 NEXT Project offer an attractive solution to 
this problem.  
Perhaps most importantly, this project will establish a critical 
foundation for the Capital Beltway Accord. 495 NEXT serves as the first 
step in Virginia that will invite a smooth transition to further projects 
such as rebuilding the American Legion Bridge and extending the 
Express Lanes into Maryland. The economic growth generated by this 
project is significant. Estimates demonstrate that the project will create 
more than six thousand new jobs and produce millions in economic 
activity at no cost to Virginians. The 495 NEXT Project is important step 
in improving transportation in Northern Virginia which WANADA is 
committed to supporting. 
I strongly encourage the Commonwealth to move forward with the 495 
NEXT Project. The Washington area automobile dealers support this 
project because it will address much needed improvements in a critical 
transportation corridor. WANADA appreciates your consideration. 

 

200821.
189 

Support The 495 NEXT Project is an important step in improving traffic 
approaching the American Legion Bridge. By supporting the 495 NEXT 
Project, the Commonwealth will establish a foundation for continued 
improvements in Express Lanes in Virginia and Maryland, and 
necessary upgrades to the American Legion Bridge. I urge the 
Commonwealth to move this project forward. 
Congestion on the section of I-495 near the Potomac River is among 
the worst in Northern Virginia. The 495 NEXT Project will radically 
reduce congestion and improve not only commute times, but the 
experience for travelers using our Virginia roads. Estimates show that 
the Express Lane extension will also reduce the number of accidents on 
I-495. 
This project will also promote continued economic development during 
a time when Virginians need as much support as possible. While the 
project will certainly encourage the Capital Beltway Accord which will 
bring further economic growth, this project will bring millions in 
economic activity and new jobs to the region now. By moving this 
project forward, the Commonwealth will take tangible, meaningful and 
productive steps to support Virginians and their quality of life in the 
region. 
I offer my strong support for this project. I hope the Commonwealth 
will take action and allow this project to bring benefits to our Virginia 
communities. 
I appreciate your favorable consideration 

Val S. 
McWhorter 
| Smith 
Pachter 
McWhorter 
PLC 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

200821.
190 

Support I write to express my strong support for the 495 NEXT Project. As a 
frequent user of the Express Lanes in Northern Virginia for travel and 
work, I am deeply familiar with the severe congestion on I-495 near the 
American Legion Bridge. While I commend the Commonwealth for 

Ed 
Dalrymple, 
Jr. 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



making possible the current network of Express Lanes in Northern 
Virginia, I urge the Virginia Department of Transportation to continue 
that process by allowing the 495 NEXT Project to move forward. This 
project will dramatically improve the proposed section I-495, an 
important corridor for users such as myself. 
The extension of the I-495 Express Lanes will provide a faster and more 
reliable option during travel. These Express Lanes will allow users to 
bypass congestion, making travel easier, more efficient, and simply 
more pleasant. Given the current congestion in this corridor, I strongly 
encourage the Commonwealth to support 495 NEXT. 
In addition to reducing congestion, 495 NEXT will also set an important 
precedent for the Capital Beltway Accord project. The Capital Beltway 
Accord includes a critical rebuild of the American Legion Bridge and an 
extension of the Express Lanes across the Potomac River into 
Maryland. This entire project will substantially reduce traffic for 
Virginians and bring economic activity to the region. 
I hope the Commonwealth will support Transurban’s 495 NEXT Project. 
I am confident that this project will bring much needed relief for users 
of I-495. Thank you for your consideration. 

200821.
191 

Support Sir and or Madam, 
I write to you today to lend our support for the 495 Next project.  
There are many good reasons why this project should be approve.  As 
someone who owns a home in Tyson’s corner,  we have personally 
dealt with the frustration and time consumption attempting to travel 
north on 495 toward the American Legion Bridge.  In all candor this has 
led us to cancel both business meetings and private events in Northern 
Virginia and Washington D.C.  
However as personally inconvenient as this may be for Wendy and me, 
we are supportive of this initiative for the jobs it will create and the 
economic prosperity that will be derived as a result of this 
infrastructure project.   I know that at this time of uncertainty the 
leadership of the Commonwealth is focused on the need to revitalize 
our economy by creating employment opportunities.  This privately 
funded project is a good step in that direction. 
Wendy and I support 495 NEXT and we encourage the Commonwealth 
to move forward with this project. Virginians will directly benefit from 
the estimated economic activity, the better commute times, the 
attention to neighborhoods, and the improved safety along this 
important corridor.  We appreciate your consideration. 
Warm Regards 

Dario & 
Wendy 
Marquez 
Dario O. 
Marquez, 
Jr 
 
Wize 
Solutions 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

200824.
192 

Support Good morning. I am writing to express support for the I-495 NEXT 
Project which is under consideration by the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
The 495 Express Lanes have greatly improved regional mobility in 
Northern Virginia, and this project will help bring that same congestion 

Raighne 
Delaney 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



relief to the American Legion Bridge. This important stretch of 495 is 
perhaps the most congested section in Northern Virginia and Project 
NEXT will bring about needed relief.  
It is my understanding that the 495 NEXT Project will be funded 
through private capital, and as such will bring about major congestion 
relief with no financial risk to the taxpayer. Furthermore, this project 
will help improve economic development, and generate jobs and 
economic activity in the region. At this time when the 
Commonwealth’s economy is struggling, this type of investment is 
critical to supporting businesses in the construction sector.  The long-
term benefits include improved and safer access to the corridor and a 
stepping-stone for furthered economic activity through the Capital 
Beltway Accord. 
I hope that the 495 NEXT Project moves forward. 
Thanks so much. 
Regards, 

200824.
193 

Support Congestion on Interstate 495 near the American Legion Bridge is some 
of the worst in the D.C. Region. While great strides have been made to 
reduce congestion along many of Northern Virginia’s interstate 
corridors, more can be done to address hot spots such as this, which 
will improve the quality of life for thousands of commuters who rely on 
I-495 for their daily commute. I am writing in support of the 495 NEXT 
project because I believe it is vital to get traffic moving between the 
Dulles Toll Road and George Washington Memorial Parkway. The 
approval of this project will also help bring about the expansion of the 
American Legion Bridge, which is critical to ensuring Northern Virginia’s 
continued economic growth.  
The 495 Express Lanes are a tremendous success. These lanes help 
move thousands of commuters through a busy corridor, and provide 
transportation choices such as carpooling and transit ridership. 
Through the approval of the 495 NEXT project, these benefits can be 
extended along the corridor and relieve congestion in this regional hot 
spot.  
This project is a regional game changer and I am hopeful that it will 
move forward without delay. The extension of the Express Lanes and 
then the future widening of the American Legion Bridge is critically 
important to our continued economic growth. 
Regards, 

John C. 
Tuck III 
The Capital 
Office 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

200824.
194 

Support Good afternoon. I am writing today to express my support for 495 
NEXT, which would extend the 495 Express Lanes northbound on the 
Capital Beltway. As a longtime resident of Northern Virginia, I 
understand how important it is to have a dedicated travel lanes for our 
regional transit systems in Northern Virginia. Indeed, the 495 Express 

Enrico C. 
Cecchi 
 
The IDI 
Group 
Companies 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
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Lanes provide those dedicated travel lanes, which incentivize transit 
usage and other transportation options such as carpools and vanpools. 
The 495 NEXT is a critical precursor to the future widening and/or 
replacement of the American Legion Bridge and connection to the 
ongoing work by Maryland to bring congestion relief to I-495. 
Ultimately, these projects will provide seamless commuting between 
Maryland and Virginia and help eliminate one of the worst bottlenecks 
in the mid-atlantic. 
495 NEXT is critical to the continued growth and prosperity of the 
Washington, DC region. It is my hope this project will advance without 
delay. 
Thank you. 

200825.
195 

Support To Whom It May Concern: 
Good afternoon.  I write today to share my concerns for the extreme 
congestion on I-495 near the Potomac River at the Maryland border 
with Virginia.  When I learned that the Commonwealth of Virginia was 
finally considering extending the Express Lanes in Virginia to the 
American Legion Bridge through the 495 NEXT Project, I felt compelled 
to express my sincere support.  I have lived in close proximity to the 
proposed extension for the past 40 years.  This project will offer much 
needed relief and improved safety for local denizens, commuters and 
travelers in a very popular corridor. 
Estimates demonstrate that the Express Lanes will reduce commute 
times in half during rush hour.  For both commuters that use I-495 on a 
daily basis and for those who are traveling through Virginia, this 
reduction in traffic will be a critical improvement. 
I would like to emphasize that the 495 NEXT Project will cost the 
Virginia taxpayers nothing.  Even though the project requires no public 
subsidy, it will bring new economic development to the region that will 
directly benefit Virginians.  This project is anticipated to produce 
thousands of jobs, generate millions in economic activity, and lead to 
further growth through the Capital Beltway Accord. 
I urge the Commonwealth to support this project.  Virginia cannot miss 
this opportunity.  Thank you for your consideration. 
Appreciatively, 

Jeff 
Newman, 
 
Glory Days, 
Inc. 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

200826.
196 

Support I support the 495 NEXT Project. It offers substantial and much needed 
benefits for Virginians and I appreciate your consideration. 
By extending the Express Lanes, the 495 NEXT Project will not only 
reduce commute times but will also improve safety for our residents 
and travelers who use I-495 and generate economic opportunities for 
the region. It is a vital project needed to address one of the most of 
congested corridors in the country by positioning us to align our 
infrastructure with that of Maryland as they address traffic on their 
side of the river. 

David J. 
Mahoney 
 
Dewberry 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Please allow the 495 NEXT Project to move forward. 

200827.
197 

P3 
Projects & 
Tolling 

The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495_name : Andrea Travani 
495email : [REMOVED] 
495comments : Good Morning: What is the current procurement 
schedule for the American Legion Bridge? 

Andrea 
Travani  

The construction of the American Legion Bridge is the 
responsibility of the Maryland Department of Transportation. 
Firms interested in contracting for the Maryland Managed 
Lanes Project should contact Maryland Department of 
Transportation. 

200828.
198 

Individual 
Property 
& ROW 

The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495_name : Eric Craven 
495email : [REMOVED] 
495comments : Hi, We are the Timberly South HOA and have some 
questions that we were hoping to have answered at the open meeting 
that ended up being canceled in March due to COVID. Could someone 
please follow up with me so that we can seek answers to the questions 
our constituents have raised? 
Thank you! 

Eric Craven  
 

VDOT Project Manager called Mr. Craven and the project 
team had multiple follow up meetings with the HOA 
membership and board members. 

200829.
199 

Support To Whom It May Concern: 
The  traffic on I-495 Corridor near the American Legion Bridge is really 
severe. I urge the Commonwealth to begin to address this very 
congested area by supporting the 495 NEXT Project. This project will 
provide express lanes to minimize commute times, 
 which will reduce overall traffic & improve safety!   
The economic impact of the 495 NEXT Project will help bring a lot of 
economic activity to the region.  Estimates demonstrate that Million$ 
in generated economic growth from the express lane project. This 
project on the Virgina side of the bridge will encourage continued 
improvements on the American Legion Bridge & encourage Maryland's 
plans to extend the toll lanes on the other side of the Potomac. For 
Virginians like myself, the project will not only bring great economic 
activity, but lay a foundation for more improvement projects in the 
future. I am excited by what the 495 NEXT Project will mean for our 
state here in Virginia. 
I urge the Commonwealth to support this project and will move 
forward without delay. Thank You for your consideration! 

Play Ball 
Richard 
Danker Co-
Founder 
Glory Days 
Grill  

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

200831.
200 

Support Hello all.  I hope that everyone is doing well during this tough time.  
Please note my thoughts regarding the 495 extension.  If you have any 
questions, I am happy to discuss this further than these comments.  
The best ways to reach me these days are this email address and my 
cell,  
Very best, 

Bill. 
William 
Gould | 
Holland & 
Knight 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



--------------------BEGIN ATTACHMENT 
To Whom it May Concern: 
Living in Great Falls, working in Washington and having a daughter at 
the University of Mary 
Washington, I am a frequent user of the Express Lanes. I have seen the 
significant reduction in 
congestion that has resulted from the Express Lanes, which has 
significantly improved my daily 
commute and travelling to visit my daughter. 
I was very pleased to hear about the 495 NEXT project which will 
extend the Express Lanes on 
495 to the American Legion Bridge. I strongly support this project. 
Every day, thousands of 
residents experience serious congestion at the northern end of the 
Capital Beltway. This causes 
cut- through traffic in local communities with commuters seeking to 
bypass congestion by using 
local roads. 
The 495 NEXT project, which will be funded at no cost to Virginia, will 
extend the 495 Express 
Lanes to connect with the Dulles Toll Road and the George Washington 
Memorial Bridge. This 
will relieve congestion at the northern end of I-495. The project will 
also improve safety and set 
the stage for future connections to Maryland’s Traffic Relief Plan. 
I encourage the Commonwealth to advance this project as soon as 
possible. Beyond providing 
near-term congestion relief, 495 NEXT will create thousands of jobs 
and billions of dollars in 
economic activity for the region. Virginia’s existing Express Lanes 
network has provided 
residents with a reliable and efficient transportation option and it is 
important that we continue 
this progress by advancing the 495 NEXT project. 
Respectfully yours, 
------------------------END ATTACHMENT 

Holland & 
Knight LLP 

200831.
201 

Support As the Managing Partner of the Reed Smith Tyson’s Corner office, I 
witness the daily congestion on I-495 between Tyson’s Corner and the 
American Legion Bridge. This Reed Smith office sits directly on I-495 
near where the Express Lanes come to an end. From my office window, 
I can see the traffic accumulate, particularly after accidents or during 
peak commuting times. I urge the Virginia Department of 
Transportation to address this severely congested section of I-495 by 
advancing Transurban’s 495 NEXT Project. 

Kate 
Seikaly 
 
Reed Smith 
LLP 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



By offering the Express Lanes, the 495 NEXT Project will provide safer 
and more reliable travel options for users of I-495. Estimates 
demonstrate that the project will improve safety on this corridor by 
reducing the expected number of accidents. Furthermore, 495 NEXT 
will cut commute times in half for users who chose the Express Lanes. 
Through expanding the Express Lanes, this project will also establish 
the groundwork for the Capital Beltway Accord, a project that will 
ultimately further reduce congestion in this notorious section. 
Beyond alleviating congestion, the 495 NEXT Project will bring 
significant economic benefits to the Northern Virginia region. At no 
cost to Virginia taxpayers, the project will create thousands of new 
jobs, generate millions in economic activity, and spur economic 
development for the next few years. 
I support the 495 NEXT Project. By expanding the Express Lanes, this 
project will help resolve congestion in one of the most trafficked areas 
of Northern Virginia. I hope the Commonwealth will advance this 
project. Thank you for your consideration. 

200904.
203 

Study & 
Outreach 

The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495_name : J Whitehurst 
495email : [REMOVED] 
495comments : Express lane extension will not solve our traffic woes. 
As a McLean resident I am outraged that this is being pushed through 
without studies, hearings, or community support. You are destroying 
neighborhoods and not solving any traffic problems. 

J 
Whitehurst 

The project team is conducting all of the required 
environmental and traffic studies. The documents developed 
as part of the Environmental Assessment have been available 
online since Feb. 26, 2020, at  
www.495NorthernExtension.org. 
 
VDOT has held three public meetings, two question and 
answer sessions for the general public, two public hearings, 
23 meetings with elected officials, 109 meetings with 
stakeholders and agencies, 22 meetings with homeowners 
and business associations, and 22 one-on-one meetings with 
property owners. The Public Hearings held on October 5 and 
8, 2020, provided both in-person, as well as virtual 
opportunities for the public to engage in the process. Prior to 
the Public Hearings, VDOT held two Public Information 
Meetings / Question-&-Answer Sessions virtually with the 
public. In addition, the project materials have been available 
online and in hard copy in several locations since February 
2020, and the project team has been available for questions 
and comments via phone throughout the planning and design 
process. VDOT has been proactive in its engagement with the 
public through meetings, as described above, with numerous 
local citizen groups and residential organizations. VDOT is 
continuing to meet with HOAs on a regular basis to provide 
updates and provide opportunities for additional input and 
dialogue. Additionally, VDOT is committed to continuing to 
engage with the community through the final design and 

http://www.495northernextension.org/


construction phases. These public involvement opportunities 
exceed both FHWA and VDOT policy for this type of NEPA 
study. 

200906.
204 

Environm
ental 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_name : Donald Avondolio 
495NextComments_address : 941 Saigon Road 
495NextComments_email : [REMOVED] 
495NextComments_Q01 : Yes 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : I am concerned about this construction and 
new, increased water flows that will occur with this roadwork. Water 
will not be readily absorbed with less real estate to capture water from 
rain and snow events. Currently, heavy rains have been eroding tree 
roots along our water channels which have caused very large trees, 
some over 75+ feet tall that weigh several tons, to fall. If these 
channels are not stabilized, I am afraid these trees might fall and 
backup water that will ruin properties, washout our road and strand 
40+ neighbors in our cul-de-sac, or worse, kill someone if they fall on 
our houses. 
I am 100% behind this construction that I hope will facilitate 
traffic/pedestrian  movements over 495 and Georgetown Pike, but 
thoughtful considerations MUST be made to stabilize our water 
channels so that rains are properly conveyed to the Potomac River and 
our neighborhoods are safe from erosion. 
Thank you! 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Donald 
Avondolio 

Stormwater 
 
I-495 NEXT is required to comply with the administration, 
implementation, and enforcement of the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Act through permits issued by a 
Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) 
authority. In accordance with the Virginia Administrative 
Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater management infrastructure 
would be provided to address runoff from new impervious 
surfaces.  Water quality best management practices (BMP) 
would mitigate the nutrient impact from the new impervious 
surfaces. Water quantity would be addressed through the 
implementation of stormwater management facilities, 
adequate outfall, and channel and flood protection 
requirements. Stormwater management facilities would be 
designed to address runoff capacity and velocity, and 
receiving waters would be analyzed for outfall adequacy. 
 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity for 
the existing impervious area within the limits of disturbance 
are not required in accordance with I-495 NEXT’s specific 
project requirements as outlined in 9VAC25-870. Runoff for 
the existing impervious surface is being addressed through 
VDOT’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4). 
 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options to 
the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) to 
provide a holistic view of impacts to the surrounding 
properties should the project meet County requirements. 
VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that the impact to 
residences and loss of natural habitat were too great to 
follow more stringent regulations. This documentation has 
also been shared with Fairfax County. The current SWM 
approach for the I-495 NEXT project satisfies the 
requirements to the maximum extent practicable with the 
application of both onsite SWM facilities and nutrient credits. 
This approach was confirmed after 18 months of 
coordination between VDEQ, VDOT and Fairfax County to 
identify a balanced solution. 



200908.
205 

Multiple 
Topics 

Please accept the attached resolution as the position of the McLean 
Citizens Association respecting the 495 Express Lanes Study. 
Please confirm receipt of this resolution. 
-------------------BEGIN ATTACHMENT 
Whereas, in 2011, the Transportation Planning Board for the National 
Capital Region (TPB) approved a Constrained Long Range Plan (CLRP) 
that included the widening of the Capital Beltway (I-495 or Beltway) to 
include a system of high-occupancy toll lanes (HOT Lanes or Express 
Lanes) from the American Legion Memorial (ALM) Bridge to the 
Backlick Road underpass; and Whereas, in 2012, the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT), in conjunction with Transurban, 
a private company, completed the widening of I-495, including 
construction of HOT Lanes in its center, from the I-95/I-495/I-395 
interchange in Springfield to a point between the I-495 interchange 
with the Dulles Toll Road (Route 267) and Old Dominion Drive, 
approximately three miles south of the ALM Bridge over the Potomac 
River, but continued its plans to extend the HOT Lanes to the vicinity of 
the ALM Bridge; and Whereas, in April 2018, the Virginia 
Commonwealth Transportation Board approved funding to conduct an 
environmental study of a plan to extend the I-495 Express Lanes from 
their present northern terminus to the vicinity of the ALM Bridge and 
the Maryland state line; and Whereas, this I-495 Express Lanes 
Northern Extension (495 NEXT) study was to be developed as an 
independent, stand-alone project that would be coordinated with a 
study being developed by the Maryland Department of Transportation 
(MDOT), known as the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study, to 
examine reduction of roadway congestion from the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway (GW Parkway), including 
improvements to the ALM Bridge, to west of MD 5, and along I-270 
from I-495 to north of I-370; and Whereas, in January 2019, Virginia 
Governor Ralph Northam announced that the Commonwealth of 
Virginia had signed a Project Development Agreement with 
Transurban, which operates the existing I-495 Express Lanes, to extend 
the Express Lanes to the ALM Bridge; and Whereas, in February 2020, 
VDOT and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), as the lead 
federal agency, issued for public review and comment an 
Environmental Assessment (EA), prepared pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, along with proposed design plans 
and technical reports, for the 495 NEXT Project, and the VDOT website 
advises that the comment period for the EA remains open; and 
Whereas, in March 2020, the TPB approved the inclusion of the 495 
NEXT Project in the 2021 to 2024 Transportation Improvement Plan 
(TIP), which makes the project eligible for federal funding; and 
Whereas, the EA examines conditions under only a Build Alternative 

McLean 
Citizens 
Association
,  
 
David 
Wuehrman
n 
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and a No Build Alternative, and Whereas, the Build Alternative would 
consist of: extending the existing four I-495 Express Lanes from their 
current terminus; providing new access ramps connecting the Dulles 
Toll Road and the I-495 Express lanes; adding new Express Lane access 
to and from the GW Parkway; rebuilding the overpasses for Live Oak 
Drive, Georgetown Pike, Old Dominion Drive, and I-495 North over the 
Dulles Toll Road; and adding an approximately 3.1-mile, 10-foot-wide 
shared-use path for pedestrians and bicyclists starting near the south 
end of the project corridor at Timberly Lane near Lewinsville Road and 
continuing generally north along I-495 and the west side of Balls Hill 
Road to the GW Parkway interchange; and Whereas, the No Build 
Alternative would retain the existing lane configuration through the 
study area except for modifications to the roadway network that have 
been approved for implementation by 2045, as identified in the most 
recent (October 2018) CLRP approved by the TPB, and the No Build 
Alternative assumes that the planned transportation projects within 
the study area that are included in the CLRP would be in place, 
including the expansion of capacity at both the ALM Bridge and the 
stretch of I-495 from the Bridge to I-270 pursuant to Maryland’s 
Managed Lanes Study; and Whereas, the EA contains a detailed 
description of the purposes of the 495 NEXT Project and concludes that 
the Build Alternative would: (1) reduce congestion by optimizing traffic 
volumes and travel demand, improving traffic operations, and 
increasing the number of persons moved; (2) provide additional traffic 
choices by adding Express Lanes as an alternative travel option for high 
occupancy vehicles and van pools or those wishing to pay a toll, 
increasing the potential for future regional bus service through 
dedicated or managed lanes that would allow buses to travel more 
efficiently, and adding a shared-use path to provide a bicycle and 
pedestrian option for local travelers; and (3) improve travel time 
reliability, because, although congestion would still exist during peak 
hours in the general purpose lanes, overall travel speeds would 
increase and travel times would decrease compared to the No Build 
Alternative; and Whereas, the EA asserts that, in contrast, under the 
No Build Alternative (post-MD Managed Lanes project 
implementation), the existing traffic congestion on I-495 near the ALM 
Bridge would be exacerbated given the substantial growth in 
population and employment projected for the area, which would 
additionally strain highway capacity; and Whereas, on July 10, 2020, 
the FHWA and the MDOT issued a draft environmental impact 
statement (DEIS) for the Managed Lanes Study, which, after 
considering a number of alternatives, retained for further 
consideration a No Build Alternative and several Build Alternatives, all 
of which would involve replacement of the ALM Bridge and expansion 



of I-495 from the GW Parkway to I-270 by adding two lanes in each 
direction that would be either HOT Lanes or Express Toll Lanes (ETL); 
and Whereas, the McLean Citizens Association has long been aware 
that traffic backs up each weekday on the inner loop of I-495 between 
Tysons and the ALM Bridge during the afternoon and evening rush 
hours, causing many commuters to bypass this backup by cutting 
through local McLean residential streets and intersections to access I-
495 north toward Maryland from the Georgetown Pike onramp, which 
creates significant congestion on local roads in the vicinity of that on-
ramp and access and safety problems for residents of those 
neighborhoods; and Whereas, the McLean Citizens Association has 
recognized that a long-term solution to this congestion and cut-
through traffic problem is likely to come only with elimination of the 
bottleneck at the ALM Bridge, has consistently been on record as 
supporting additional capacity at the ALM Bridge and on connecting 
roadways, and has expressed its position in resolutions dated February 
2, 2011, and January 6, 2016; and Whereas, in light of Maryland’s 
intention to implement its Managed Lanes Study as described above, 
the 495 NEXT Project would provide a crucial link between the existing 
expanded stretch of I-495 in Virginia ending near the Dulles Toll Road 
and the proposed expansion of I-495 by Maryland extending to the GW 
Parkway, and the resulting integrated, expanded highway is predicted 
to reduce the cutthrough traffic problem; and Whereas, the EA and its 
accompanying Traffic and Transportation Technical Report contain 
projections concerning the potential impact of the 495 NEXT Project on 
traffic in year 2025 (including a scenario in which the expansion of the 
ALM Bridge and I-495 from the Bridge to I-270 has not yet occurred) 
and in 2045, which show that results will be mixed, but that the project 
will improve certain transportation times on I-495 between I-267 and 
the ALM Bridge by 2025 and will bring about more consistent and 
significant improvements in transportation times in this section of I-
495 by 2045; and Whereas, even though the 495 NEXT Project is 
anticipated to be completed several years before Maryland completes 
its improvements to the ALM Bridge and portion of I-495 between the 
GW Parkway and I-270, based on its traffic study, VDOT predicts that, 
even in the absence of any action by Maryland, the Build Alternative 
will reduce cut-through traffic on local roads by increasing the 
personcarrying capacity of I-495 and improving trip time and travel 
reliability on I-495, thereby reducing the incentive to use local roads; 
and Whereas, it appears that the 495 NEXT Project would also produce 
other independent benefits, such as improved pedestrian and bicycle 
paths that could be connected to future paths included in Maryland’s 
improvements, improved connections with Route 267, and other ramp 
improvements; and Whereas, in preparing the EA, VDOT with the 



FHWA consulted with a number of local, state, and federal agencies, 
whose comments about environmental impacts and mitigation are 
included in Appendix B to the EA, and, in consideration of these 
comments, the EA assessed and documented the potential 
environmental impacts of the Build Alternative on a number of 
resources; and Whereas, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
recommended in a July 23, 2018 email summarized on page 4-5 of the 
EA that VDOT should explain why only one build alternative is being 
evaluated, but the EA does not provide such an explanation for why it 
is considering only one build alternative; and Whereas, the EA, at pages 
3-54 to 3-55, states that an estimated 118 acres of trees that provide 
visual and sound barriers as well as stormwater benefits are scheduled 
to be cleared to make way for the widening of the roadway, ramps and 
interchange re-configurations, noise walls, stormwater management 
facilities, and other structures; and Whereas, the EA describes 
potential impacts to public parkland, the GW Parkway, the Potomac 
Heritage National Scenic Trail, Scott’s Run Nature Preserve, and 
adjacent neighborhoods; and Whereas, the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) recommended to VDOT, as 
summarized on page 4-5 of the EA, that VDOT undertake an inventory 
for the resources within areas proposed for disturbance, including 
stormwater management ponds and equipment staging areas to obtain 
survey results that can more accurately evaluate potential impacts to 
natural heritage resources and offer specific protection 
recommendations for minimizing impacts to these resources; and 
Whereas, the EA states that there is no stormwater management plan, 
but we note that there is one badly eroded drainage channel adjacent 
to the GW Parkway ramps and the Outer Beltway approaching the ALM 
Bridge that drains directly into the Potomac River, and properties in 
the vicinity of Live Oak Drive and the Langley Swim Club have 
unresolved drainage issues; and Whereas, the EA states that the 
Potomac River, within the jurisdiction of Maryland, is not within the 
Limits of Disturbance (LOD) and is not expected to be impacted, but 
the already degraded Dead Run and Scott’s Run, which are within the 
study area, drain directly into the Potomac, and Whereas, under 
present conditions, traffic from Georgetown Pike can enter the existing 
southbound Express Lanes by entering the general purpose lanes and 
merging across several lanes of traffic over the course of about 0.8 mile 
to the current beginning of the southbound Express Lanes, but under 
the 495 NEXT Project, there will be no means of entering the extended 
southbound Express Lanes for traffic entering the Beltway at 
Georgetown Pike, so that such traffic will have no opportunity to enter 
the southbound Express Lanes until ramps in Tysons at Scott’s Crossing 
Road or Westpark Drive; and Whereas, the proposed new Georgetown 



Pike bridge over the Beltway is planned to have a pedestrian walkway 
only on the south side, not on both sides as was the case with all the 
other bridges that were rebuilt over the Beltway as part of the past 
addition of I-495 Express Lanes from I-95 at Springfield to the Dulles 
Toll Road, and this will require those living on the north side of 
Georgetown Pike and east of the Beltway to cross and then re-cross 
Georgetown Pike to reach Scott’s Run Preserve, on the north side of 
Georgetown Pike, west of the Beltway; Now, therefore, be it resolved, 
that the McLean Citizens Association supports implementation of 
VDOT’s 495 NEXT Project for the reasons indicated above, conditioned 
on VDOT’s addressing the environmental impacts of constructing the 
project discussed above and in accordance with the following Resolved 
clauses of this resolution. Be it further resolved, that the McLean 
Citizens Association believes that residents have a right to, and should 
be provided with, information on any construction activity that impacts 
private and public property in the McLean area, including timely and 
advance notification of all significant activities associated with the 
project, including advance notice of the location of and impact on 
temporary easements or staging areas. Be it further resolved, that the 
McLean Citizens Association urges that VDOT respond to the EPA 
comment and explain why only one build alternative is being 
evaluated. Be it further resolved, that the McLean Citizens Association 
is concerned about the loss of 118 acres of trees, as reported in the EA, 
and the fact that VDOT has not proposed any mitigation measures to 
offset this tree loss, and urges VDOT to commit to the following, 
including making related information available to the public: (1) 
undertaking a tree survey as to the numbers and species of trees to be 
removed, (2) minimizing impacts to mature and healthy trees, if at all 
possible, (3) identifying mitigation efforts it will undertake to offset the 
environmental loss resulting from this tree removal, including 
replanting of suitable native species and generally comparable 
numbers of trees within the areas affected by the project, and (4) 
implementing and monitoring a replanting program to ensure that 
these trees are healthy and growing in years going forward. Be it 
further resolved, that since the greatest impact of the project will fall 
on Scott’s Run Nature Preserve and GW Parkway, every effort should 
be made to minimize the footprint of the facility and to avoid 
temporary use of parkland during construction. Be it further resolved, 
that the McLean Citizens Association requests that VDOT undertake a 
resource inventory along the Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail 
and along the steep bluff on the eastern side of I-495 by the river in 
order to adequately estimate the impact of the project on these 
resources. Be it further resolved, that the McLean Citizens Association 
urges VDOT and Transurban to use already paved areas for temporary 



construction easements like the three acres at the intersection of 
Georgetown Pike and I-495 instead of impacting parkland to the extent 
feasible. Be it further resolved, that in order to mitigate the overall 
impact on natural resources, the McLean Citizens Association requests 
that the Design/Build contract include a provision requiring (1) that 
native species including grass seed mixtures be used in mitigation and 
(2) that the public be provided with a proposed landscaping plan 
during the mitigation phase, and opportunity to comment on such 
plan. Be it further resolved, that surveys of the natural resources and 
diverse ecology within areas of Scott’s Run Nature Preserve proposed 
for disturbance, including Potomac Gorge rare and endangered 
species, be conducted as recommended by DCR, and made available to 
the public as soon as possible and before finalization of contracts, so 
that potential impacts can be more accurately evaluated. Be it further 
resolved, that, to attempt to mitigate the impact on Scott’s Run Nature 
Preserve, the McLean Citizens Association urges VDOT to commit to 
making a cash contribution to the Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) 
for removal of invasive plants and for the planting of new native plants 
in the Preserve. Be it further resolved, that the McLean Citizens 
Association requests that VDOT and Transurban adopt and implement 
a comprehensive stormwater management plan for the entire study 
area and including adjacent private properties to mitigate the impact 
of stormwater runoff from the completed project on those properties, 
the adjacent streams, and the Potomac River, and such plan should 
consider extreme weather events that could have an adverse impact 
on those resources. Be it further resolved, that the McLean Citizens 
Association urges VDOT to carefully consider the financial impacts and 
uncertainties related to increased use of telework and reduced 
commuting traffic patterns resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic prior 
to signing a contract for the project or beginning construction-related 
activities, such as utility relocation. Be it further resolved, that the 
McLean Citizens Association urges VDOT to investigate the possibility 
of including in the project a single access ramp providing access from 
Georgetown Pike to the southbound Express Lanes, and from the 
northbound Express Lanes to Georgetown Pike. Be it further resolved, 
that the McLean Citizens Association urges VDOT to include a sidewalk 
on the north side as well as the south side of the reconstructed 
Georgetown Pike bridge over I-495. Be it further resolved, that the 
McLean Citizens Association reaffirms its longstanding support for 
expansion of capacity at the ALM Bridge as a vital part of completing 
any solution to divert Beltway commuter traffic from the McLean area 
neighborhood roads, and further urges the Commonwealth of Virginia 
and the State of Maryland to work effectively and vigorously to expand 



capacity at the ALM Bridge and I-495 north of the GW Parkway to I-
270. 

200902.
206 

Study & 
Outreach 

I am writing on behalf of my neighbors and our family, having lived on 
Live Oak and paid high taxes for 32 years. We actively oppose widening 
the beltway. We actively oppose flyover ramps. We need for the VDOT 
studies to by fully released.  Please protect the residents who live and 
pay high taxes in Fairfax County.  Thank you. 

Carol 
Harrison 

All studies for the Environmental Assessment and project 
design plans have been available online since Feb. 26, 2020, 
at http://www.495NorthernExtension.org. Materials were 
also made available at libraries and other government 
buildings near the project corridor beginning on Feb. 26, with 
a few interruptions due to restrictions imposed because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

200910.
207 

Multiple 
Topics 

Dear Secretary Valentine: 
Enclosed on behalf of the McLean Citizens Association (“MCA”) is a 
copy of a resolution on 495 
NEXT that was adopted by our board on September 2, 2020. The MCA 
is a volunteer, non-governmental 
organization that has served since 1914 as an unofficial town council 
for the residents of the McLean 
Area, which has no governmental structure of its own. The MCA has 
provided a forum for McLean area 
residents to have a voice in resolving community problems and county-
wide issues affecting the area. 
Our resolution conditionally supports the 495 NEXT project, as 
described in the Environmental 
Assessment. We continue our long-standing endorsement for capacity 
relief at the American Legion 
Memorial Bridge and connecting roadways to reduce neighborhood 
cut-through traffic. 
While we support the project, we have important concerns in two 
areas: financial and 
environmental. While these concerns are set forth in detail in the 
resolution, some are worth mentioning 
in this letter. 
• VDOT should not proceed to sign final agreements or begin 
construction work until the longerterm 
aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic on transportation are understood; 
• VDOT and Transurban should implement a comprehensive 
stormwater management plan for the 
entire study area, including adjacent private properties, to mitigate the 
impact of stormwater 
runoff from the completed project on those properties, the adjacent 
streams, and the Potomac River; 

MCA 
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• VDOT should provide timely and complete notices of any 
construction activity that impacts private and public property in the 
McLean area; 
• There should be an agreement to mitigate the loss of 118 acres of 
generally mature trees; 
• Effort should be made to minimize the footprint of Scott’s Run 
Nature Preserve and to avoid temporary use of parkland during 
construction, using existing paved areas when possible; and 
• VDOT should undertake natural resource inventories and ecological 
surveys in areas potentially affected by the project, including within 
the Preserve, and provide a cash grant to Fairfax County Park Authority 
for removal of invasive plants and for the planting of new native plants 
at the 
Preserve. The MCA looks forward to working with VDOT to provide 
input to this important transportation project and to address 
important community concerns. 
Respectfully, 

200914.
205 

Individual 
Property 
& ROW 

Christina, 
I am writing this with regards to a certified letter I received today from 
VDOT. 
I would like to raise my concern with respect to the developements 
that have been carried out through the years and still are, which 
adversely effect my property. 
As you are well aware, Scotts Run flow has increased considerably due 
to these developements. As the result, the south side of my property is 
being washed away. Each year I am seeing huge trees topple into 
Scotts Run, blocking the flow, resulting in accumulation of trash and 
diversion of water flow onto my property. 
I would like to request that VDOT install a barrier where water flow hits 
my propertry head on.  
I look forward to hearing back from you. 
 
Thanks, 

Hamid 
Fallah 

The VDOT Project Manager met on Sept. 18, 2020, with 
several residents of Saigon Road about their property-
specific concerns. The existing drainage issues are not 
anticipated to be affected by the construction of the project. 
However, if impacts are identified during final design, 
mitigation measures will be designed and constructed to 
mitigate the impacts. 

200917.
208 

Support Good afternoon, 
 
I am writing to you to express my support for the 495 NEXT Project.  
When I drive on I-495, I frequently sit in heavy traffic when I am leaving 
Tysons Corner and heading in Maryland. 495 NEXT offers a solution to 
this two-mile section in Virginia leading up to the American Legion 
Bridge. An Express Lane extension in this small section of road will be a 
game-changer for Virginia commuters and Northern Virginia 
communities. 
This project will bring re-invigorated economic development to 
Northern Virginia. Through new jobs and generated economic activity, 

Tyler 
Anderson  

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



the project will help support our region. Please note that this project 
costs nothing to Virginia taxpayers. 
I sincerely hope that the Commonwealth chooses to continue 495 
NEXT. Thank you for your consideration. 

200917.
209 

Support Good Afternoon, 
I strongly encourage the Virginia Department of Transportation to 
advance the 495 NEXT Project. This project will alleviate congestion on 
495 near the American Legion Bridge. This section is widely considered 
to be the most congested corridor in Virginia and the region. In order 
to address the traffic, 495 NEXT will extend the Express Lanes from the 
Dulles Toll Road to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. This 
project will significantly reduce commute times for those who choose 
the Express Lanes, decrease the average number of accidents per day, 
and help alleviate traffic in the regular lanes. The economic incentives 
of this project are clear; at no cost to Virginians, 495 NEXT will bring 
significant economic development to this region and the surrounding 
communities and businesses. Estimates demonstrate that 495 NEXT 
will create over six thousand new jobs and produce millions in 
economic activity. 495 NEXT is an important project for Northern 
Virginia. I am pleased to endorse it. I appreciate your consideration. 
Thank you, 

Delegate 
Mark 
Sickles 
43rd House 
District 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

200917.
210 

Multiple 
Topics 

It appears from the information that has been provided that the 495 
extension project will not provide any material traffic benefits until 
Maryland expands the American Legion Bridge (and in fact until that 
occurs will make traffic materially worse).  If that is the case, then this 
project should not proceed until there is sufficient certainty that the 
bridge will be expanded and that the completion dates of the two 
projects are as close as possible, otherwise our traffic problems are 
being made worse for no apparent reason until (and unless) the 
expansion occurs.   
This problem was discussed at the February 4, 2020 meeting of the 
Transportation Committee of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
when VDOT gave a briefing on the status of the project.  From the 
minutes of that meeting it is clear that the worsening of the traffic 
congestion at the bridge until completion of the Maryland project was 
a significant concern.  Supervisor Foust apparently asked why there 
was a rush to push forward with this project with nothing confirmed on 
the Maryland side.  There is no answer to this from VDOT in the 
meeting minutes.  This question should be directly addressed by VDOT 
to the public and the public should be given an opportunity to review 
and comment on the answer prior to any decision being made to move 
forward with the project. 
If the project will provide benefits without the bridge expansion that 
are sufficient to justify it now, those benefits should be clearly 

Patrick 
Lynch  
 

Traffic 
 
Benefits prior to MD project: In the analysis conducted for 
2025 prior to the Maryland project being completed, 
northbound general purpose travel times on I-495 would 
worsen if Maryland does not build managed lanes across the 
American Legion Bridge. However, other benefits, of the I-
495 NEXT project would be recognized throughout the 
Virginia roadway network, including an overall increase in 
person throughput resulting from additional capacity, and 
improved arterial operations resulting from a shift in travel 
demand off of congested arterials. 
May 20, 2019 comment: at the time of this meeting, the 
traffic analysis for 2025 had not yet been completed. The full 
traffic analysis results are contained in the TATTR. 
 
TATTR: Federal NEPA guidance requires that traffic impacts 
be assessed including all background projects contained in 
the regional Constrained Long-Range Plan. The Maryland 
managed lanes project is included in the CLRP as a project to 
be completed by 2025. Thus, for the purposes of NEPA, the 
Maryland managed lanes project was included in both No 
Build and Build scenarios for the 495 NEXT project, including 



disclosed to the public, including explaining such benefits at meetings 
and allowing the public a chance to comment.  That has not happened, 
and in fact it would appear that VDOT has been less then completely 
forthcoming about the effect on traffic of the project on a stand-alone 
(no bridge expansion) basis: 
·         In the presentation for the public information meeting on May 
20, 2019, VDOT stated that the traffic analysis included a comparison 
of the build v. no build alternatives for both 2025 and 2045 (page 10).  
However, on subsequent pages the presentation only included results 
of this analysis for 2045, and included no information for 2025 (by 
which time the bridge expansion obviously would not be completed).  
·              Traffic and Transportation Report.  
o   In the 377-page Traffic and Transportation Technical Report (listed 
on the project’s website as one of the Environmental Documents for 
the upcoming October 5 public hearing) the build v. no build traffic 
analysis is done on the assumption that the bridge expansion will be 
completed by 2025 (page xii).  It makes no sense to have the 
fundamental analysis of a project based upon an assumption that is 
obviously completely unrealistic.  
o   The report notes that a sensitivity analysis of the effect of the bridge 
expansion not being complete is contained in the 356-page Appendix I.  
While that may be the case, this crucial information should not be 
buried in a technical appendix, as the result of this sensitivity was 
impossible for me (and probably most of us who are not engineers with 
time to spend hours reviewing hundreds of pages of technical material) 
to figure out.  Instead, it should be clearly disclosed to the public in the 
same simple manner at the rosy traffic analysis for 2045 that was in the 
presentation for the May 20, 2019 meeting. 
o   My understanding from our neighborhood message board is that an 
engineer did parse this sensitivity analysis and that it shows that doing 
the 495 extension without the bridge expansion would make traffic 
worse. 

the 2025 analysis year. However, based on public feedback, 
VDOT agreed to include an additional sensitivity analysis of  
the 495 NEXT project prior to the Maryland managed lanes 
project being constructed; hence, this is provided in 
Appendix I. 
 
Coordination with Maryland Project 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align the 
design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative that 
results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is a focus 
of Virginia to not only provide a seamless connection but to 
also focus on efficient construction to minimize disruption to 
the traveling public. 
 
VDOT continues to work to identify measures that could be 
employed to improve traffic operations both during 
construction, and in the interim period before Maryland 
implements their program. VDOT will continue to coordinate 
with Maryland and Fairfax County on traffic operations issues 
and minimization of traffic impacts as the project 
development process progresses.  Maryland announced on 
Feb. 18, 2021, that it has selected a developer for Phase 1 of 
its project, including the American Legion Bridge and I-270. 
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Duplicate 
to 
#200920.2
12 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : The I-495 Extension Project started 15 
years ago. Recently we were told the project would be getting started 
because having funding, but many issues and problems have not been 
publicly addressed. In addition, we may not need the I-495 Extension 
because many things have been changed in comparing to 15 years ago. 
E.g.: 
• Recently COVID-19 totally changed human lifestyle, including 
dramatically reduced and eliminated volume of vehicle traffic because 
a lot of people started working from home (telework). This can be 

Alice Yang Duplicate comment.  See responses to Comment 
#200920.212. 



easily seen from recent many vacant office spaces and vacant office 
buildings. 
• Online shopping, online banking, online healthy clinic office visits, 
online meetings, etc. already cut much traffic in recent years even 
before COVID-19. The advanced technology enables people staying in 
this new lifestyle to work from home and to do online activities instead 
of driving around; therefore we are expecting the traffic is getting less 
and less. 
• I have been driving in I-495 to work since 1998. The traffic is getting 
better even before COVID-19. I-495 Extension Project will not bring 
value to the states or residents of Virginia or Maryland. 
• The states or VDOT must not be unlimited expending I-495 as the 
only option to easy the traffic or to make profits. The fact is that 
population is always going to be getting higher in the area but land is 
limited. Please consider applying new technology to address the issues 
and please consider the bad impacts to the residents living in the area 
from I-495 Extension or any road extension. 
• The I-495 Extension has negative impacts to the house value in the 
area. The I-495 Extension Project funding is from taxpayers and we are 
a part of the taxpayers. What is the compensation to us for our loss? 
495NextComments_Q02 : I-495 Extension Project is going to cut a lot 
of trees. It has very bad negative impacts to the environment, 
increasing pollution, noise, climate warming, especially it puts risks to 
the life quality of the residents living near I-495 Expansion area. Even 
you can replant the trees, the trees take long time to grow. 
Safety is another big risk to our area. The I-495 Expansion includes to 
build a trail near the backyard of a number of houses, which increase 
the risk to whole community in the area--because it creates the 
opportunities for bad people easily getting in to the community from 
the trail. 
495NextComments_Q03 : The I-495 Expansion includes the G.W. 
Parkway Extension. But G.W. Parkway does not have traffic. The G.W. 
Parkway Extension directly negatively impacts the life quality of the 
residents and children living in our community. This is not a necessary 
project and VDOT must stop it -- it causes so much pain to all of us 
living in this community. We have been invested a lot of our own 
money and energy in this community. The G.W. Parkway Extension is 
going to ruin our life quality and our investment. We oppose it! 

200920.
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Multiple 
Topics 

The I-495 Extension Project started 15 years ago. Recently we were 
told the project would be getting started because having funding, but 
many issues and problems have not been publicly addressed. In 
addition, the I-495 Extension Project may be no longer necessary 
because many things have been changed in comparing to 15 years ago.  
E.g.: 

Alice Yang Traffic 
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and operational. 
VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic volumes during 
the PM peak have returned to approximately 85-90% of pre- 



·      Recently COVID-19 totally changed human lifestyle, including 
dramatically reduced and eliminated volume of vehicle traffic because 
a lot of people started working from home (telework).  This can be 
easily seen from recent many vacant office spaces and vacant office 
buildings.  
·      Online shopping, online banking, online healthy clinic office visits, 
online meetings, etc. already cut much traffic in recent years even 
before COVID-19. The advanced technology enables people staying in 
this new lifestyle to work from home and to do online activities instead 
of driving around; therefore we are expecting the traffic is getting less 
and less. 
·      I have been driving in I-495 to work since 1998. The traffic is 
getting better even before COVID-19. I-495 Extension Project will not 
bring value to the states or residents of Virginia or Maryland. 
·      The states or VDOT must not be unlimited expending I-495 as the 
only option to easy the traffic or to make profits. The fact is that 
population is always going to be getting higher in the area but land is 
limited. Please consider applying new technology to address the issues 
and please consider the bad impacts to the residents living in the area 
from I-495 Extension or any road extension. 
·      This project is going to cut a lot of trees. It has very bad negative 
impacts to the environment, increasing pollution, noise, climate 
warming, especially it puts risks to the life quality of the residents living 
near I-495 Expansion area. 
·      Safety is another big risk to our area. The I-495 Expansion includes 
to build a trail near the backyard of a number of houses, which 
increase the risk to whole community in the area--because it creates 
the opportunities for bad people easily getting in to the community 
from the trail. 
·      The I-495 Expansion includes the G.W. Parkway Extension. But as 
you know, G.W. Parkway does not have traffic. The G.W. Parkway 
Extension directly negatively impacts the life quality of the residents 
and children living in our community. This is not a necessary project 
and VDOT must stop it -- it causes so much pain to all of us living in this 
community. We have been invested a lot of our own money and 
energy in this community. The G.W. Parkway Extension is going to ruin 
our life quality and our investment. We oppose it!  
·      The I-495 Extension has negative impacts to the house value in the 
area.  The I-495 Extension Project funding is from taxpayers and we are 
a part of the taxpayers. What is the compensation to us for our loss?    

COVID volumes, and truck volumes are actually 10% higher 
or more than pre-COVID volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB 
has historically been one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, 
northbound congestion approaching the bridge has already 
been observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road. 
 
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be hard with the public 
upon completion. 
 
Figure 1-8 from Chapter 1 of the EA shows average travel 
times (from 2018) along northbound I-495 from Route 123 to 
the ALB. During the PM peak, median travel times are 
approximately 30 minutes, and 95th-percentile travel times 
are nearly one hour for this segment that is less than 5 miles 
in length. 
 
The George Washington Memorial Parkway will not be 
extended as part of this project. However, the roadway does 
in fact have traffic congestion, and it should be noted that  
existing conditions (2018) traffic data for the Parkway 
gathered at the onset of the project showed significant 
outbound congestion on GWMP approaching I-495 during 
both the AM and PM peak periods, with queues often spilling 
back for several miles due to congestion along I-495. Traffic 
results from this project show that congestion along GWMP 
would be reduced with the project in place. 
 
Bike/Ped 
 
With respect to the issue of safety of the properties adjacent 
to the trail, VDOT will work with the residential communities 
adjacent to the trail to identify potential treatments, such as 
the construction of fences, to help address the safety 
concerns. 
 
Environmental (Trees) 
 
Impacts on trees:  The project includes a revegetation 
program to replace trees lost due to the construction of the 
project where feasible following construction. In addition, 
VDOT has committed to providing a tree survey for impacted 



areas during the design and construction phase of the 
project, once more detailed plans are available.  The tree 
survey will be used to further document tree impacts and to 
inform the revegetation plan. 
  
Negative affect on community property values: The Build 
Alternative is not anticipated to require relocations or 
change the overall land use of other parcels (see Section 
3.5.2 of the EA). The I-495 NEXT Indirect and Cumulative 
Effects Technical Report, located on the project website, 
provides additional detail. 

200921.
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Support To whom it may concern 
I am writing to express my strong support for the 495 NEXT Project to 
extend the I-495 Express Lanes to the George Washington Parkway. 
I frequently use the I-495 Express Lanes and extending them north 
from Tysons will be of tremendous benefit to commuters as well as to 
the economy of the Northern Virginia region.  This project will enhance 
safety for drivers and eliminate a choke point for commuters that is 
very frustrating to those traveling on this stretch of the Capital 
Beltway.  It will not only eliminate this area of routine congestion but 
will put Virginia in a position to fully benefit from improvements being 
planned for the American Legion Bridge. 
This project is critical to our region.  It will provide badly needed 
congestion relief, make this corridor safer, spur economic development 
and create jobs for Virginians.  I strongly encourage your approval of 
this project. 

Jon M. 
Peterson 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support To Whom It May Concern: 
I am writing to offer my strong support for the 495 NEXT Project that 
will extend the 495 Express Lanes north to the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway.  The project will enhance reliability of travel along 
this corridor and reduce travel times by a significant degree. 
I used to represent the area of the proposed extension as a former 
member of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and know firsthand 
of the benefits and importance of this project to both businesses and 
residents in the area.  As a past chair of the Fairfax Chamber of 
Commerce (now the Northern Virginia Chamber of Commerce), I can 
attest to the fact that increased capacity and congestion relief in this 
area has been a priority for the business community for many years 
and is critical to the continued economic well-being of the region. 
The 495 Next Project also will put Virginia in a position to benefit from 
the proposed improvements to the American Legion Bridge that will 
allow for the extension of the 495 Express Lanes across the Potomac 
River into Maryland.  Travelers on the 495 Express Lanes will no longer 

Stuart 
Mendelsoh
n  
 
Partner 
Holland & 
Knight LLP 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



find their trip grinding to a halt as they approach this missing link in the 
transportation network. 
I urge your approval of this project which represents a significant 
improvement to the transportation network of our region and will 
enhance the future economic development of the region that provides 
significant revenues to the Commonwealth and this region. 

200922.
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Support To Whom It May Concern: 
As the owner of a business with offices in Tysons and Bethesda, I can 
attest firsthand to the congestion that plagues the Capital Beltway 
north of Tysons.  That is why I am a strong supporter of the 495 NEXT 
Project to extend the 495 Express Lanes to the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway. 
Travelers north between Tysons and the Maryland border are 
frustrated on an almost daily basis when traffic grinds to a halt at the 
terminus of the 495 Express Lanes.  The 495 NEXT Project will allow 
commuters to bypass this congestion, making travel much more 
reliable and safer.  This project will also result in significant 
construction employment and millions of dollars of economic activity 
with all funding coming from the private sector. 
The project also will put Virginia in a position to fully benefit from 
planned improvements at the American Legion Bridge that will extend 
the Express Lanes across that bridge and into Maryland.  I urge your 
support for this much-needed project. 
Thank you, 

Kenneth 
Wire 
 
Wire Gill 
LLP 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support As a Past Chairman of the Northern Virginia Chamber of Commerce, I 
am writing to express my support for the 495 NEXT Project which will 
be provide relief to the most congested parts of I-495. 
This project will represent the first step in the Capital Beltway Accord, a 
closely coordinated construction project between Virginia and 
Maryland that will include the rebuild of the American Legion Bridge 
and the extension of the Express Lanes into Maryland. The 495 NEXT 
Project prepares the interstate in Virginia for the Capital Beltway 
Accord. Without any funding from Virginia taxpayers, 495 NEXT will 
generate economic activity and address major transportation 
improvements that are integral to the region. 
When the Express Lanes are finished, the 495 NEXT Project will reduce 
commute times by half and improve safety. The project will also 
minimize cut-through traffic in the surrounding Virginia 
neighborhoods. Virginia communities will be further strengthened by 
the project through the installation of a pedestrian and bicycle trail 
that will connect with existing networks. 
I fully support the 495 NEXT Project. I appreciate your consideration.   

Michael 
Carlin 
 
Access 
Point, LLC 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear Project Evaluation Team: 
Several thousand Capital One associates and their families are frequent 
users of the 495 Express Lanes. The 495 Express Lanes are a 
tremendous success for commuters on the Capital Beltway. They 
improve travel times for drivers in the Express lanes and the general-
purpose lanes. Capital One strongly supports the proposed 495 
Northern Extension Project (495 NEXT) 
to expand the 495 Express Lanes to the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway to provide similar benefits to those travelling north of Tysons 
on 495. The existing 495 Express Lanes benefit not only our associates 
who drive alone to work, but also those opting to travel by carpool or 
bus. This helps reduce the number of associates taking single-
occupancy vehicle trips to work, improves the quality of life for 
commuters, and benefits the environment through reduced carbon 
emissions. The economic strength of the Northern Virginia region has 
already improved with the congestion relief provided by the 495 
Express Lanes, and will be further enhanced by 495 NEXT. Project 
NEXT, and its connection to the proposed American Legion Bridge 
improvements, represent major steps forward in the strengthening of 
Northern Virginia's system of transportation. Project NEXT has our 
strong support and we look forward to its construction. Thank you for 
your consideration of this important regional initiative. 
Sincerely, 

Barry Mark  
 
Capital One 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Hi there - 
Congestion on Interstate 495 near the American Legion Bridge is some 
of the worst in the DC Region. While great strides have been made to 
reduce congestion along many of Northern Virginia’s interstate 
corridors, more needs to be done to address this specific hotspot. 
Improving the quality of life for thousands of commuters who rely on I-
495 for their daily commute is imperative. 
I am writing in support of the 495 NEXT project because I believe it is 
vital to get traffic moving between the Dulles Toll Road and George 
Washington Memorial Parkway. The approval of this project will also 
help bring about the expansion of the American Legion Bridge, which is 
critical to ensuring Northern Virginia’s continued economic growth. 
The 495 Express Lanes are a tremendous success. These lanes help 
move thousands of commuters through a busy corridor, and provide 
transportation choices such as carpooling and transit ridership. 
Through the approval of the 495 NEXT project, these benefits can be 
extended along the corridor and relieve congestion in this regional 
hotspot. 
This project is a regional gamechanger and I am hopeful that it will 
move forward without delay. The extension of the Express Lanes and 

Jessica 
Flanary  
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



then the future widening of the American Legion Bridge is critically 
important to our continued economic growth. 
Thanks for your consideration, 

200923.
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Support Hello, I am writing in support of  495 NEXT. Since first opening, the 495 
Express Lanes have provided commuters with safe and reliable 
transportation options. The 495 Express Lanes also incentivize transit 
usage and other transportation options such as carpools and vanpools. 
The 495 NEXT is a critical precursor to the future widening and/or 
replacement of the American Legion Bridge and connection to the 
ongoing work by Maryland to bring congestion relief to I-495. 
Ultimately, these projects will provide seamless commuting between 
Maryland and Virginia and help eliminate one of the worst bottlenecks 
in the Mid-Atlantic. 
495 NEXT is critical to the continued growth, prosperity and security of 
the Washington, DC region. It is my hope this project will advance 
without delay. 
Respectfully, 

Jason 
Flanary 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Thank you for taking the time and effort to receive public comment. I 
am in support of the the 495 NEXT project. The benefits are many to 
the daily commuters that continue through this corridor, and allows for 
495 to tie together the Dulles Toll Road to George Washington 
Memorial Parkway. By moving ahead with this project now, this would 
allow for this portion to be completed and out of the way, hopefully 
before the expansion of the American Legion Bridge. VDOT and the 
citizens have already seen the success of what this project would 
become, by how successful and beneficial the 495 Express Lanes are 
currently. 
Thank you again for time and consideration in moving this project 
ahead. 

David J. 
Branscome 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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P3 
Projects & 
Tolling 

495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : Express lanes are great. So-called public-
private partnerships on toll lanes are just a government abdication of 
responsibility. The idea that the people who use them will pay for them 
is simplistic and foolish. We all benefit from them in one way or 
another. We all therefore should pay for them. 
495NextComments_Q02 : I live off Arlington Blvd near the 495-50 
exchange. The loss of one of the lanes for merging southbound onto 
495 as the result of the toll lanes is just unforgiveable. So, that's not 
specifically about the environmental assessment. 
495NextComments_Q03 : So-called public-private partnerships are in 
themselves designs that the public should question deeply. Highways 
are a public good. That a private entity can use them as an ATM is 

Stephen 
Stark 

Public-private partnerships are designed to leverage the 
capital investment capabilities of the private industry to 
provide for an improvement in the public sector. The private 
entities are required to finance and provide private equity for 
the projects they build involving managed lanes. The revenue 
generated from those lanes is used to operate and maintain 
the facility, pay back the debt and equity invested in the 
project, and realize a return on their investment with 
remaining revenue, which is subject to revenue sharing with 
VDOT upon reaching certain levels. 



inherently antidemocratic and shifts responsibility for the cost of 
highways to those who often can least afford it. 
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222 

Support As a member of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, I have long 
supported creative transportation solutions to alleviate the gridlock 
faced by commuters in Northern Virginia. As an early supporter of the 
495 Express Lanes, I write today in support of the 495 NEXT Project, 
which will extend the Express Lanes north to the American Legion 
Bridge.  
Congestion on Interstate 495 near the American Legion Bridge is some 
of the worst in the D.C. Region. The current congestion on I-495 has led 
to commuters to use secondary and neighborhood roads further 
impacting the quality of life for many Fairfax County residents. The 495 
NEXT project will provide new travel choices to commuters along the I-
495 corridor, and reduce this congestion.   
The 495 Express Lanes are a tremendous success. These lanes help 
move thousands of commuters through a busy corridor and provides 
time incentives for transportation choices such as carpooling and 
transit ridership. Through the approval of the 495 NEXT project, these 
benefits can be extended along the corridor and relieve congestion in 
this regional hot spot.  The 495 NEXT project will also help bring about 
the expansion of the American Legion Bridge, which is critical to 
ensuring Northern Virginia’s continued economic growth.   
This project will benefit Fairfax County by providing transportation 
choices, reduced congestion and improved access at critical points 
along the corridor. It is my hope that the Virginia Department of 
Transportation will move forward without delay.   
Very truly yours,  

Pat Herrity  
 
Fairfax 
County 
Board of 
Supervisors 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Multiple 
Topics 

Susan Shaw and VDOT…Many Residents have Questions and Requests 
for You and VDOT in preparation for your recently announced 495NEXT 
virtual Q&A sessions... scheduled for September 28th & 30th. It will be 
very helpful and easier for Everyone, if your Responses to these 
Session Requests & Questions…..Your Responses to EA Studies 
Questions, etc... are sent Today directly to Everyone on this Email and 
also posted online for Public Review, Discussion and Consideration. 
Please send direct online link. Taxpaying Residents and Officials will be 
better informed to ask and submit Appropriate Questions for your 
sessions. It will save Everyone Time. 
We will all be on the same Information Page. SESSION QUESTIONS #1 
Who will be on the Q&A session Panels ? Residents are Requesting that 
You Answer the screened and selected Public Questions about 
495NEXT. 

April 
Georgelas 

[This response was emailed to the commenter on Sept. 25, 
2020, by Susan Shaw of VDOT. Additional responses to the 
21 numbered items in the email are responded to below.]   
 
 Fri, Sep 25, 2020, 9:51 AM    
  
  
Ms. Georgelas,  
 
The two question and answer sessions we are hosting on 
September 28 and September 30 are meant to be 
independent open-house type opportunities for the public to 
ask questions that they have about the 495 Next Project. 
These virtual meetings will be available on a webex platform, 
by phone, or can be viewed on YouTube.  There is no 



This will help maintain Response Consistency since You answered the 
Public Questions posed during the May 20, 2019  VDOT 495NEXT 
Community Meeting.  Your Responses are available in the Meeting 
Transcript online. Residents are Requesting that Supervisor Foust, 
Senator Favola, Delegate Murphy, Representative Wexton, Secretary of 
Transportation Valentine and Our Governor attend and participate in 
these virtual VDOT Sessions. Only Supervisor Foust attended the 
495NEXT Public Meeting on May 20, 2019. It is important that Our 
Elected Officials are also fully briefed on Public Questions & 
Concerns…and 495NEXT VDOT Responses . #2What is the Participant 
Capacity for Visual Section Attendance and Phone Section Attendance 
?#3Will a backup contact phone number or email be provided for 
Those having Connection Difficulties or stuck in “hold” area ?#4How 
will 495NEXT Design Plans, New Plan Design Changes, Elevations, etc.  
be adequately and properly shared with Public during these Q&A 
sessions ? #5 Who will screen and select the Questions presented to 
You for Answers ? What happens to the Unselected Questions ? Will 
they be placed immediately Online for Public Review  and in Official 
Public Comment 495NEXT Project Section ? Will they be Answered by 
VDOT online ? #6 Please provide Direct Public Comment Site Link for 
495NEXT. Residents have been unable to Access their Public Comments 
since May 20, 2019 Meeting. Where are they ? Public was promised 
that their Comment Text  would be placed online for Public Review, 
Consideration, Discussion. VDOT was to provide Answers to Public 
Comments, Concerns and Questions. #7 Residents Request that these 
virtual  Q&A sessions be Recorded, Filmed, and placed Immediately 
Online at 495NEXT site for Public Review …especially before the next 
session on  Sept. 30th. Please make a Transcript Immediately Available 
Online following each Q&A session. This will help Residents understand 
which Questions were Answered by VDOT ….and How the Questions 
were Answered. This will help Residents to resubmit Unanswered 
Questions and form Additional Questions for VDOT’s September 30th 
Q&A session. #8 
Residents Request that these virtual Q&A sessions, their Questions and 
Answers be included in the Official 495NEXT Public Comment Record 
for Federal Review and any Proper Public Hearing Record. 
495NEXT EA STUDIES QUESTIONS  &  PROJECT QUESTIONS 
Residents are Requesting Answers to the following EA Studies 
Questions and Project Questions. Many of these EA Studies Questions 
have been repeatedly submitted to You and VDOT for Simple Answers. 
Unfortunately, evasive and inadequate Answers have resulted. The 
Unanswered EA Questions and Requests submitted Before the March 
12, 2020  postponed “Hearing” ….REMAIN UNANSWERED ! Residents 
are Asking again for Simple  YES or NO Answers. Have the following 

capacity limit to the virtual question and answer sessions.  
We will have an opportunity for the public to either type in 
their questions in the "chat" function of the Webex meeting, 
or to call in their questions. Everyone in the meeting will be 
able to see the questions, or to hear the question as it is 
asked.  The meetings will be recorded and available on our 
website after the meeting as part of the project's public 
involvement process.  We are not planning to develop a 
transcript of the meetings. The project team and our 
technical experts will be available to answer questions, and 
we can provide a list of the personnel that answered 
questions after the meeting. 
 
This will be the first time that we have used this technology 
to conduct a question and answer session. Our team is 
working very hard to provide an opportunity for the public to 
get the information that they need, and to be as transparent 
and fair as we can in making sure that each individual has a 
chance to get their questions answered. We look forward to 
our sessions next week.   
 
 
#1 The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf) includes information on the impacts to 
the local streets. 
#2 The Noise Technical Report includes an analysis of noise 
impacts. It is posted on the website 
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim0320
20/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf) 
 
#3 The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf) covers an analysis of local streets in 
addition to I-495. The local streets included in the analysis 
are shown in blue. 
The study area and roads studied were coordinated with 
local jurisdictions and were approved by Federal Highway 
(FHWA). 
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Studies been completed for 495NEXT EA……Please Answer :   YES or 
NO. If Study has been properly conducted, please supply direct online 
link for Specific Study .This will save Everyone Time and avoid an 
exhausting & confusing Technical Data Treasure Hunt. This should be 
easily accomplished since these Study Requests were made many 
times over many months and you are familiar with Studies. I will 
resend these 2 Series of Emails to VDOT and Officials covering these 
Requests and Questions….last dated August 7, 2020. I will resend the 
May 20, 2019 Community Meeting Transcript which contains Your 
Promises for several Studies. 

#4 The FHWA approved methodology requires that projects 
in the CLRP be included in the analysis. The projects included 
in the CLRP are developed by the local jurisdictions in 
coordination with MWCOG. 
Based on input from residents and stakeholders, the Study 
Team conducted an evaluation of traffic conditions in 2025 
prior to the widening of the American Legion Bridge by 
Maryland. Appendix I of the Traffic and Transportation 
Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appe
ndices_only.pdf) shows the results of the analysis of traffic 
conditions in 2025 prior to the widening of the American 
Legion Bridge. 
#5 Maintenance of Traffic Plans and a Transportation 
Management Plan will be developed in later phases of the 
project. These plans will include measures to mitigate traffic 
impacts during construction. 
#6 The traffic volume information is shown in the Traffic and 
Transportation Technical Report and the appendices  
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf and 
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim0320
20/i-
495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appe
ndices_only.pdf) 
#7 The levels of performance with and without the project 
are summarized in the Traffic and Transportation Technical 
Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf) 
 
#8 The transportation improvements included in the 495 
NEXT Project are planned to be funded through private 
financing supported by toll revenues.  
#9 The I-495 Northern Extension Environmental Assessment 
Document 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
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495_next_1a_environmental_assessment_final_noappendic
es.pdf) addresses the project Purpose and Need in Chapter 1. 
The document demonstrates how the project meets the 
purpose and need. The final determination on whether or 
not the project addresses the Purpose and Need will be 
made by FHWA based on the revised documents that 
address comments received by the Study Team. 
 
#10 The Noise Technical Report includes an analysis of noise 
impacts. It is posted on the website 
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim0320
20/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf) 
#11 and #12   Currently, this segment of the I-495 corridor 
does not have stormwater management facilities. I-495 NEXT 
is required to comply with the administration, 
implementation, and enforcement of the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Act through permits issued by a 
Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) 
authority. In accordance with the Virginia Administrative 
Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater management infrastructure 
would be provided to address runoff from new impervious 
surfaces.  Water quality best management practices (BMP) 
would mitigate the nutrient impact from the new impervious 
surfaces. Water quantity would be addressed through the 
implementation of stormwater management facilities, 
adequate outfall, and channel and flood protection 
requirements. Stormwater management facilities would be 
designed to address runoff capacity and velocity, and 
receiving waters would be analyzed for outfall adequacy. 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity for 
the existing impervious area within the limits of disturbance 
are not required in accordance with I-495 NEXT’s specific 
project requirements as outlined in 9VAC25-870. Runoff for 
the existing impervious surface is being addressed through 
VDOT’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4). 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options to 
the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) to 
provide a holistic view of impacts to the surrounding 
properties should the project meet County requirements. 
VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that the impact to 
residences and loss of natural habitat were too great to 
follow more stringent regulations. This documentation has 
also been shared with Fairfax County. The current SWM 
approach for the I-495 NEXT project satisfies the 
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requirements to the maximum extent practicable with the 
application of both onsite SWM facilities and nutrient credits. 
This approach was confirmed after 18 months of 
coordination between VDEQ, VDOT and Fairfax County to 
identify a balanced solution. 
#13  As the project team develops the final plans, the 
locations of temporary construction easements will be 
finalized. The project team will continue to refine the plans 
with the goal of minimizing impacts to nearby properties. 
The project team will continue the outreach process to 
inform the public about the project elements.  
#14   If there are significant design changes, there will be 
additional public outreach as well as sharing of new 
documents on the project website.  
#15  $6 million funding was allocated and has been used to 
conduct studies for this project.  
#16  Because VDOT's records contain confidential valuation 
of aspects of 495 NEXT currently under negotiation, it would 
adversely affect VDOT’s bargaining position if such 
information was made public at this time. (See, Va. Code § 
2.2-3705.6(11)(a))  While VDOT is committed to as 
transparent of a process as possible, as stewards of the 
public, VDOT must keep those records confidential. 
#17  No. Transurban plans to evaluate proposals in Spring of 
2021. 
#18 The design-build contractor will have to meet insurance 
and liability requirements that are acceptable to VDOT. 
#19  The 495 NEXT Project is being developed as a 
Concessionaire Project Enhancement in accordance with the 
existing 495 Amended and Restated Comprehensive 
Agreement (the "ARCA") signed between VDOT and Capital 
Beltway Express, LLC (CBE). The ARCA, executed pursuant to 
the Public-Private Transportation Act of 1995, as amended 
(“PPTA”), provides for project enhancements and the process 
to carry forward such enhancements, as the 495 NEXT 
Project. All publicly available financial performance related 
disclosures of the existing 495 Express Lanes can be found on 
the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board (MSRB) and CBE’s 
parent company, Transurban USA, corporate websites.  Links 
to both websites are as follows: 
MSRB’s direct link to CBE: 
https://emma.msrb.org/IssueView/Details/85F397F238B9AB
197A8898F2144BF609 

https://emma.msrb.org/IssueView/Details/85F397F238B9AB197A8898F2144BF609
https://emma.msrb.org/IssueView/Details/85F397F238B9AB197A8898F2144BF609


Transurban’s corporate website:  
https://www.transurban.com/investor-centre/reporting-
suite?wcmmode=disabled&containerID=investor&defaultTab
=2 (click on Results and Reporting, and choose FY[year] 
Results Investor Presentation for each year and scroll down 
to 495 Express Lanes data). 
 
#20   The project team analyzed the scenario with a new 
American Legion Bridge and Maryland managed lanes but no 
Virginia project in place for 2025 and 2045. For purposes of 
the analysis, this scenario is considered to be the "No-Build" 
scenario in the EA and Traffic and Transportation Technical 
Report. The operations under this scenario are summarized 
in Chapter 7 of the Traffic and Transportation Technical 
Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032
020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_witho
ut_appendices.pdf). 
 
#21  The Environmental Assessment and Interchange 
Justification Report documents will be submitted to FHWA 
for review and approval. VDOT has coordinated with FHWA 
on the public outreach and documentation processes for this 
project. VDOT is committed to continuing to engage with the 
community through the final design and construction phases. 
The public involvement activities exceed both FHWA and 
VDOT policy requirements for this type of NEPA study. 
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Multiple 
Topics 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 1. Air pollution: Closer to the property, more 
air pollution to the residents. Need more trees to be plant to reduce 
the pollution. 
2. Noise will be higher while highway moves closer to the property. 
Need higher wall to block sound. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Please rethink the project with new 
situations. 
1. Recent years, working online at home, banking from home, shopping 
on line, conference on line, these new trends already reduced traffic. 

Ping 
Zhou/Heng
xiang Yang 
 

 
Noise 
 
As discussed in Chapter 3 of the EA, highway noise is 
mitigated with construction of a noise wall between the 
affected properties and the adjacent roadway. A noise wall is 
considered for construction if it is found to meet all the 
required criteria. VDOT performed a preliminary noise 
technical analysis (following the Federal Noise Regulations 
and State Noise Policy) to assess the preliminary potential 
impacts associated with road noise as a result of the project. 
An updated noise analysis would be completed during final 
design. Any property that is currently protected by a noise 
wall would have a noise wall in the future. The top of any 
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Some office building in Tysons Corner vacant for a long time is a simple 
proof. 
2. This year pandemic put more people working online at home, 
schooling online at home, online healthy clinic office visit, online 
meeting and group activities, the traffic was reduce a lot. Now a lot 
scientists predicted that these will be a new trend in our life and be 
normal. If it is true, the project will be not necessary. 
3. American Legion bridge is a bottle neck. If it does not expended the 
new express lanes will be a parking lot. It is too early to do it. It is 
better to work on bridge and express lane at same time. 

new noise wall, if relocation of the wall is required, would be 
at least the same elevation as the existing noise wall. 
Additional detail on the noise study is in the I-495 NEXT 
Noise Technical Report. 
 
Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 



Coordination with Maryland Project 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align the 
design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative that 
results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is a focus 
of Virginia to not only provide a seamless connection but to 
also focus on efficient construction to minimize disruption to 
the traveling public. 
VDOT continues to work to identify measures that could be 
employed to improve traffic operations both during 
construction, and in the interim period before Maryland 
implements their program. VDOT will continue to coordinate 
with Maryland and Fairfax County on traffic operations issues 
and minimization of traffic impacts as the project 
development process progresses.  Maryland announced on 
Feb. 18, 2021, that it has selected a developer for Phase 1 of 
its project, including the American Legion Bridge and I-270. 
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Susan….............And Officials...Your response is once again evasive and 
inadequate . Your response about the “sessions” is limited. Your 
“response” is  totally MISSING any answers for the EA STUDIES 
QUESTIONS and REQUESTS.      This must indicate that the STUDIES are 
also MISSING !     Are they ? Please Stop Disrespecting our Taxpaying 
Residents ! Your inadequate “answers” also disrespect our 
Officials….disrespect those who care about their Constituency and 
Community . Please Do Your Job or Resign ! Please Answer the 
495NEXT Questions from Residents that have been submitted to You 
and Officials for months !            Many were submitted to you and 
VDOT BEFORE the March 12th “Hearing”….and REMAIN UNANSWERED. 
SESSIONS:   Who is on the panel ?  Residents deserve to know.  Will you 
be answering the Questions ? Who will SCREEN and SELECT the 
Questions ? Why is the Public permanently Muted ? Please provide a 
Transcript, Recording, and Taping of these “sessions” immediately 
following each “session” Yom Kippur is September 28th and Many 
Residents are unable to participate that evening. Please INCLUDE all 
the 21`EA Studies Questions &  Requests  I have submitted in my 
following email dated September 24, 2020. I formally submit these 
Questions to your  2 “sessions” on behalf of many Residents. Please 
Advertise these Q&A Sessions !  Supervisor Foust sent out his Notice to 
approximately 1000 subscribers. The sessions info was included. 
McLean has over 60,000 Residents alone..not including the Regional 
Residents !   Reminder:  This is a Regional Project. Taxpaying Residents 
are Not Properly Alerted. Most Residents do Not Know about 
495NEXT…Do Not understand 495NEXT…Certainly Do Not Know What 
to Ask about Project ! Major Project Design Changes Remain 

April 
Georgelas 

VDOT 495 NEXT project manager Abi Lerner and VDOT 
Megaprojects director Susan Shaw presented during the 
question-and-answer sessions, which also included remarks 
by VDOT Chief Deputy Commissioner Rob Cary. Mr. Lerner 
and Mrs. Shaw referred some questions to project team 
subject matter experts for their response.  
 
Meeting participants submitted their questions directly into 
the WebEx Chat field for all participants to see and for VDOT 
representatives to answer. Participants could also ask their 
questions verbally through WebEx or by phone. Links to the 
sessions were made available on the project website the day 
after each session. 
 
Two meetings were offered to allow adequate time for 
discussion and help with any schedule conflicts. Yom Kippur 
ended at sundown on Sept. 28, prior to the start of the 
session. 
 
The sessions were promoted through multiple channels, 
include email blasts to the project subscriber list; a news 
release; social media promotion by VDOT and others; and 
paid advertising on Facebook and Instagram. 
Responses to the questions included in the “STUDIES 
QUESTIONS and REQUESTS” section of the email are 
provided in responses to comment #200924.223 
 



Undisclosed and Remain Unexplained. Transparency & Proper Public 
Process is Again Lacking ! STUDIES QUESTIONS and REQUESTS Why are 
you avoiding answering these Questions ? A simple Yes or No Response 
would be a nice and helpful start. The Studies are Done or they are 
Missing. Not Answering for months indicates that something might be 
very WRONG with 495NEXT EA Studies and Process. The Choke Point & 
Connection Studies at GW before the Bridge... and Regional Traffic 
Impacts Studies ….will alone prove the 495 Bottleneck and Increased 
Local, McLean CBC & Regional Traffic Congestion.  
Your “claims” of local traffic “improvements” will not be supported.  
Please Answer the Questions Now. Please Stop Denying the Public 
these Deserved Answers ! Please Stop Denying Taxpayers  Proper and 
Required Transparency …and Proper Public Process ! Officials……Please 
Ask the Questions and Get the Answers for Your Constituency. Please 
Represent Your Constituency Now.                        Your Silence is NOT 
Acceptable and Condones Susan Shaw’s unprofessional behavior and 
supports the EA Studies “claims”.             Reporters….Please Ask the 
Questions and Investigate What the Heck is Going On ?                                  
Where are the Studies ? Where is The Accounting for $6 million Study 
Money ? It is Time for Answers ASAP. It is Time for VDOT...Our 
Officials...& Governor to STOP the 495NEXT Sham “Hearing “ for Oct. 
5th….                                     Until Proper Transparency and Proper Public 
Process Prevail.Thank You…….. 
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Support Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_name :  
495NextComments_address :  
495NextComments_email :  
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : I hope that the design of the northern end 
of the extension will fit well with a possible future expansion of the 
American Legion Bridge. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Timothy J. 
Garner  

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : Yes 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : I strongly commend you for including bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements as part of the design. This will be a huge 
bonus for our local bicycle infrastructure. For example, I live in Vienna 
and my company’s HQ is in Rockville. Together with bicycle 
infrastructure on the American Legion Bridge when Maryland improves 

Elizabeth 
MacGregor 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



that, this would vastly improve and shorten my bike commute. It would 
make the Washington Region one of the, if not THE, most bicycle 
friendly regions in the country. Thank you and please include this in the 
final design. 
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P3 
Projects & 
Tolling 

Dear Department of Transportation, 
I don't live that close to the American Legion Bridge, but I live in 
another part of McLean and sometimes drive over the American Legion 
Bridge, so I'm familiar with the traffic jams there.    
After reading the 2014 report of your office that describes why the 
proposed deal with Transurban was not a good deal for taxpayers, I am 
writing to ask if the state Department of Transportation has analyzed 
the possibility of turning 100% of the lanes on the Beltway into toll 
lanes, like the New Jersey Turnpike. 
Variable tolls based on congestion, in particular, can change people's 
behavior, by changing the timing (they can drive when fewer cars are 
on the road) and frequency (they can combine errands) of their trips, 
as well as increase the use of carpools or public transit.  Tolls also can 
provide much-needed revenue to pay for road construction and 
maintenance, as well as public transit. 
With that in mind, I wondered whether you had published any reports 
that analyzed the consequences of charging a toll on ALL of the Rt. 495 
lanes in Virginia, as well as on all the Rt. 395 lanes between 
Washington DC and the Beltway.  And, ideally, working with Maryland 
and the federal government to also charge tolls on other major 
commuter roads and bridges in the DC metro area. 
If every lane on Rt. 495 charged tolls, I think people would adjust their 
behavior to drive less often (i.e., use carpools, public transit, and 
combine errands), which would reduce congestion.  Wouldn't tolling 
every lane reduce cut-through traffic in McLean to the same extent as 
the proposal to extend only the existing toll lanes by 2 miles?  Finally, 
wouldn't this reduce the amount of construction needed on Rt. 495 
near the American Legion Bridge, because instead of extending a few 
toll lanes you'd just add tolling equipment to existing lanes? 
 
Sincerely, 

Louise 
Epstein 

Federal law and regulations prohibit the conversion of 
interstates that are already free to drivers into tolled lane 
facilities. VDOT is prohibited from tolling I-495 or I-395 
general lanes. The only lanes that may be tolled are lanes 
that constructed as additional capacity and operated as HOT 
lanes. 
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Dear Ms. Lerner, 
I’m writing on the matter of the 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension 
Study, or NEXT. Specifically, as a Northern Virginian and user of I-495, I 
ask that the Virginia Department of Transportation halt studies and 
plans to expand express lanes in the project. 
As an RN, I know that more lanes on I-495 means more air pollution 
and more car crashes,  meaning more harm to health and lives lost. 
Moreover, as a lifelong D.C.-area resident, I know that projects like this 

Erica 
Mitrano, 
RN 
 

Noise (Air Quality) 
 
An air quality study was completed in February 2020 as part 
of the environmental document, and found that the project 
would not cause or contribute to a violation of any air quality 
standard. The air study can be viewed on the VDOT Project 
website. 
 
Traffic (Safety) 



do not do much for congestion for long. As more capacity is built, more 
people take more trips and the traffic jams return. 
The answer for the region lies in more public transportation and more 
telework. As a bedside nurse, I have to go physically to my workplace, 
but the pandemic has demonstrated that so many area workers do not. 
Instead of expanding the Beltway, VDOT should work with the federal 
government especially, and also federal contractors, to expand and 
retain telework opportunities. Moreover, COVID-19 has made locals 
scared to use mass transit, but the health and other benefits of public 
transit must not be abandoned. 
Northern Virginians need real leadership from VDOT, not more lanes 
on I-495. Please do the sensible thing and do not make that massive 
road any bigger. Thank you very much for our time and attention. 
Sincerely, 

 
The safety analysis done for the Traffic and Transportation 
Technical Report associated with the EA showed that by 
2045, with the project in place, a 20% annual reduction in 
crashes is estimated due to the reduction in congestion 
provided by the project. 
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Support I write to offer my support for the 495 NEXT Project. This project offers 
significant improvements to I-495 near the American Legion Bridge 
that will not only improve transportation, but also support local 
communities, neighborhoods, and businesses. I encourage the 
Commonwealth to move this project forward. 
By extending the Express Lanes, 495 NEXT will help alleviate congestion 
that builds daily on the section of I-495 between Tysons’s Corner and 
the George Washington Memorial Parkway. This project will not only 
result in a considerable reduction in travel time for commuters and 
frequent users, but also improved safety.  
Beyond addressing traffic, the 495 NEXT Project will help the 
surrounding neighborhoods by decreasing cut-through traffic and 
establishing a new bike and pedestrian connector trail. This project will 
provide further support for Virginians by creating thousands of new 
jobs and generating millions in economic activity.  
As a privately funded project, 495 NEXT offers a critical step for I-495 
and will directly benefit Virginia communities and businesses. I urge 
the Virginia Department of Transportation to support this project. I 
appreciate your consideration. 

Tracey 
White 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support I encourage the Commonwealth to support the 495 NEXT Project. This 
project, funded at no cost to Virginians, addresses important issues 
such as congestion and commute times. Project benefit estimates 
show a reduction in commute time, creating more reliable and faster 
travel for all users. Beyond alleviating congestion, 495 NEXT will greatly 
improve safety by reducing accidents on the road. 
In the area surrounding I-495, cut-through traffic has severely affected 
neighborhoods. This project will not only significantly reduce cut-
throughs in local Virginia neighborhoods, but also support pedestrian 
and bicyclers by connecting already existing trails. 

Jon Norton 
 
Great 
American 
Restaurant
s 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



This project is strongly supported by the Northern Virginia business 
community.  Perhaps most importantly the 495 NEXT Project serves 
Virginians by creating economic activity and thousands of new jobs. By 
setting the groundwork for the Capital Beltway Accord, this project is a 
critical step in improving our region’s economy for years. 
I hope you will support the 495 NEXT Project. While the existing 
Express Lanes in Virginia have supported users, the Commonwealth 
cannot stop there. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Support To whom it may concern, 
I urge the Commonwealth to support the 495 NEXT Project. As the 
second largest private employer in Arlington County, this project, 
funded at no cost to Virginians, addresses important issues such as 
congestion and commute times. The project benefit estimates show a 
reduction in commute time, which is critical for the many healthcare 
workers that commute to provide care at our hospital. Creating more 
reliable and faster travel for all users will enhance our abilities to retain 
and attract much need healthcare professionals. Beyond alleviating 
congestion, 495 NEXT will greatly improve safety by reducing accidents 
on the road and significantly reducing cut-throughs in the local Virginia 
neighborhoods that surround these portions of 495. This project is 
strongly supported by the Northern Virginia business community.  
Perhaps most importantly the 495 NEXT Project serves Virginians by 
creating economic activity and thousands of new jobs. By setting the 
groundwork for the Capital Beltway Accord, this project is a critical step 
in improving our region’s economy for years. I hope you will support 
the 495 NEXT Project. While the existing Express Lanes in Virginia have 
supported users, the Commonwealth cannot stop there. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Adrian 
Stanton 
 
Virginia 
Hospital 
Center 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I have reservations regarding the need to 
incorporate the impact of work habits and travel use post covid. 
495NextComments_Q02 : I am concerned about the removal of trees 
and impact on our nature preserves including wildlife. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Questions regarding impact on Timberly 
South Neighborhood: 
1. What is the purpose of this multiuse path; where are the users 
expected to be coming from/going to? 
2. What are VDOT’s plans for the impact on traffic on entry and exit 
from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville Road? Will there be a construction 
equipment staging area in or near Timberly South neighborhood? 
What construction traffic and road detour interruptions should we 

Deborah 
Rohloff 

VDOT response the letter from the Timberly South HOA 
covers many of these topics in more detail. Addressing these 
specific questions: 
 
1. The shared-use path is part of the county’s trail 
network and will provide connections between 
neighborhoods, schools, parks including the Scotts Run 
Nature Preserve, and the McLean Community Business 
Center. In the future, it will connect to a trail that is proposed 
to be constructed in conjunction with the reconstruction of 
the American Legion Bridge. 
2. During construction, traffic delays and congestion 
would likely increase due to narrowing of lanes, temporary 
or long-term lane closures, and detours. Maintenance of 
Traffic plans and a Transportation Management Plan would 
be developed later in the detailed engineering phases of the 



expect? Equipment should not be placed so its blocks entry or exit 
from Lewisinville Road or visibility, correct? 
3. Will construction vehicle parking be regulated on Timberly Lane and 
Lewinsville Road? 
4. What noise abatement parameters will be instituted for construction 
crews to follow during the construction of this project? i.e. work hours, 
traffic flow in and out of the neighborhood. 
5. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of “improved 
material.” Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents with details 
on the material and height and the wall’s ability to reduce decibels? 
6. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the current 
Timberly Lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry other than 
when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who maintains it and 
ensures that it does not become a swamp? 
7. Will there be a fence around this drainage pond? 
8. After initial entry to the path will the path run between the sound 
wall and the Beltway so there is no access to the Timberly 
neighborhood from the path? 
9. Who maintains the upkeep and safety of the path? 
10. Will the path ever be lighted? 
11. How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? 
12. The TSHOA community is concerned about privacy along the new 
mixed-use path. Please provide privacy screening landscape plan of 
that will be installed by VDOT, which includes plans for replacement of 
the current landscaping and stone signage at entrance to Timberly 
South. 
13. Will a fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster 
Lane lots, or will the sound barrier separate Timberly South 
neighborhood from the path? 

project. These plans would include measures to mitigate 
traffic impacts during construction, as well as recommended 
travel-demand management strategies. Temporary impacts 
to neighborhoods during construction would be mitigated 
where feasible, by minimizing noise impacts, maintaining 
access to neighborhoods, limiting construction vehicle traffic 
through local and neighborhood roads, and following VDOTs 
specifications for erosion and sediment control. 
3. Prior to initiating construction, the project team will 
work with the design-build contractor to identify ways to 
minimize impacts to parking residential streets such as 
Timberly Lane. 
4. The contractor is required to work with Fairfax 
County regarding construction noise, and to seek noise 
waivers  when necessary.  Access to all driveways and 
entrances will generally be maintained at all times, unless 
there is a suitable alternative access. 
5. Yes, detailed information on the proposed sound 
wall will be made available during the final noise analysis 
stage. 
6. The stormwater pond will be primarily dry and 
maintained by VDOT. 
7. Yes, there will be a fence around the pond. 
8. The path will be constructed on the community side 
of the noise wall. 
9. The path will be maintained by VDOT. 
10. It is not anticipated that this trail will be lighted. 
Most trails in Fairfax County do not have lighting. 
11. Prior to construction, the project team will conduct 
a tree inventory. The quantification of the number of trees 
that will need to be removed will be undertaken later in the 
design process. 
12. As the project advances to final design, VDOT will 
work with the community as it relates to separation and 
screening of the path to identify mitigation strategies. 
The proposed design of the trail places the path on the 
community side of the noise wall. 
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Support Dear Sir or Madam: 
Given the congestion on I-495, I urge the Virginia Department of 
Transportation to approve the 495 NEXT Project. By expanding the 
existing Express Lanes to the American Legion Bridge, 495 NEXT will 
improve traffic and safety on I-495. This project will bring critical 
progress to transportation in the region. 

Harris N. 
Miller 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



My wife and I have personal reasons for crossing from our McLean 
home into suburban Maryland frequently, so are eager for 
transportation improvements on our route on 495.  Our daughter, son-
in-law, and granddaughters live in Bethesda and we visit them 
frequently.  In addition, I Chair the Board of Directors of the National 
Philharmonic Orchestra and Chorale based at Strathmore in North 
Bethesda, and I travel there for meetings and performances.  Just 
yesterday, my wife and I drove separately in the late afternoon from 
McLean to Bethesda to visit our family, and even with lessened traffic 
generally due to the pandemic, there was quite a jam from the time we 
very slowly entered 495 from the Dulles Toll Road due to the backup 
until we got close to the American Legion Bridge. 495 NEXT will lessen 
those occurrences. 
Another reason we support the project is that it will reduce cut-
through traffic in our residential area.  Fairfax County traffic planners 
have told us that over 25 % of the rush hour traffic from Tysons Corner 
to Georgetown Pike via Spring Hill Road, that backs onto our 
subdivision, and then onto 495, consists of Maryland commuters.  
Those commuters take that route to avoid the substantial backups 
getting onto 495 from the Toll Road and the subsequent backup from 
the Toll Road entrance to the Bridge.  With NEXT reducing the 495 
backup, those heading to Maryland will not have to do the work 
around through McLean and we will not have nearly as much 
commuter traffic near us. 
This project is essential in advancing Virginia and Maryland’s Capital 
Beltway Accord to rebuild the American Legion Bridge and extend the 
Express Lanes into Maryland. Through the construction of the Express 
Lanes, 495 NEXT will produce thousands of new jobs that are especially 
important as our country recovers from the terrible economy created 
by the pandemic. As a privately funded project, 495 NEXT will cost 
nothing to Virginia taxpayers. 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  We want to see this 
project move forward expeditiously. 

200929.
235 

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495comments : My husband and I are very concerned about the 
proposed changes to #495 at the American Legion Bridge. We have 
lived through several times when the highway has been widened and it 
causes unbelievable, nightmarish congestion during construction. At 
present we expect the result will be greater than in the past. Then the 
second urgent problem is that widening the highway prior to widening 
the American Legion Bridge will cause even greater back-ups than 
those experienced prior to the COVID pandemic. There will be a 
"BOTTLENECK". Can you not see that? I spoke with the Chief Engineer 

John and 
Joanne 
Theon 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align the 
design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative that 
results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is a focus 
of Virginia to not only provide a seamless connection but to 
also focus on efficient construction to minimize disruption to 
the traveling public. 
 
VDOT continues to work to identify measures that could be 
employed to improve traffic operations both during 
construction, and in the interim period before Maryland 
implements their program. VDOT will continue to coordinate 



at one of the last public meetings and expressed my frustration. 
Therefore we urge you to consider plans for increasing these lanes 
AFTER the bridge is widened. 

with Maryland and Fairfax County on traffic operations issues 
and minimization of traffic impacts as the project 
development process progresses. Maryland announced on 
Feb. 18, 2021, that it has selected a developer for Phase 1 of 
its project, including the American Legion Bridge and I-270. 
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Support As the former Chairman of the Northern Virginia Transportation 
Authority, I have long advocated for and promoted significant 
investments in Northern Virginia’s multimodal transportation 
infrastructure. I write to express my support for the 495 NEXT Project. 
This project will continue the Commonwealth’s commitment to 
creating an exceptional transportation network. 
The section of I-495 near the American Legion Bridge is notorious 
throughout Virginia and the surrounding region for extreme congestion 
and frequent accidents. By extending the Express Lanes north to the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway, 495 NEXT will provide a safer 
and more reliable travel experience for I-495 users. As a result of 495 
NEXT, accidents per day and average commute times will decrease.  
Through the construction of the extended Express Lanes, 495 NEXT 
promises regional economic development at no cost to Virginia 
taxpayers. The project estimates the creation of thousands of new jobs 
and millions in projected economic activity. As the groundwork for the 
Capital Beltway Accord, 495 NEXT represents Virginia’s regional 
leadership and commitment to building a strong transportation 
network. 
As an advocate for Northern Virginia’s web transit options, I urge the 
Commonwealth to support the 495 NEXT Project. Thank you for your 
consideration. 
Yours- 

Martin 
Nohe 
 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Dear VDOT, 
Dear VDOT, 
Is the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension still a viable project? It's 
time to take a second look, and consider alternatives. Here?s why: 
?       Traffic patterns have changed due to COVID-19, and will continue 
to change as workers and employers adjust to new ways of working 
and living. The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. 
?       Fairfax County?s One Fairfax policy calls for driving economic 
growth through equity. Express Lanes are inherently inequitable, 
serving those with the most wealth. People traveling in the regular 
lanes will not enjoy the privilege of significantly shorter drive times. Is 
it justifiable to spend a half billion dollars to reward only those who can 
afford the tolls? 
?       Transit options are lacking.  VDOT?s own goals include providing 
additional travel choices and improving travel reliability, which should 
include bus rapid transit and future rail capacity. Fairfax County?s 

Glenn 
Ayres  

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 



comprehensive plan acknowledges that high-capacity transit is 
essential to the economic success of Tysons Urban Center. 
Please put the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension project on hold 
until a more robust analysis is performed. 
Sincerely, 

in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Equity 
 
Data from transponder transactions on the existing express 
lanes system show that users are representative of the 
overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated socioeconomic 
characteristics. The Washington Post reported in 2018: 
“…most 495 and 95 express users are not affluent…. About 
60 percent of the frequent users said they have household 
incomes of less than $100,000…” Also, according to a 
Washington Post report, the average toll rates for Virginia’s 
managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are $5.40 and $8.45 per 
trip, respectively. Experience in Virginia on I-495 shows that 
82 percent of customers spend less than $20 a month and 85 
percent of trips were less than $12. On the Virginia I-95 
Express Lanes, 74 percent of customers spend less than $20 a 
month. 
In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 Express 
Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, vanpools and 
buses to provide faster and more reliable travel. As indicated 
in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to 



Chairman McKay, Virginia is committed to providing 
dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along the I-
495 corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures the 495 NEXT project, together with 
the existing 495 Express Lanes, will provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people. 
 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 



Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Support As a Northern Virginia business owner whose employees frequently 
use the I-495 Express Lanes, both to get to work in the morning as well 
as make deliveries to our customers, I was eager to hear about the 495 
NEXT Project. I encourage the Commonwealth to move forward with 
this project in order to support Virginians such as my colleagues who 
regularly experience and confront congestion in this critical 
transportation corridor. 
As a solution to current congestion on I-495, 495 NEXT will extend the 
Express Lanes to the American Legion Bridge. This project will reduce 
commute times by half for those who utilize the Express Lanes and 
decrease the number of accidents per day across all lanes. I am hopeful 
that this project will provide an easier, safer, and more reliable 
transportation experience for my employees. 
Beyond addressing congestion, 495 NEXT will economically benefit 
Virginians and local Virginia businesses. Through the construction of 
the Express Lanes, 495 NEXT will create new jobs and produce millions 
in economic activity. At the moment, this economic growth is 
particularly important. As the foundation for the Capital Beltway 
Accord, 495 NEXT encourages further development, new jobs, and 
better less congested travel. 
I strongly support 495 NEXT and I urge the Commonwealth to move 
this project forward. It will be a boon for reducing Northern Virginia 
congestions, as well as help me grow my business by making easier to 
expand into new markets. I appreciate your consideration. Thank you. 
Yours- 

Mark 
Tonnesen 
 
Appliance 
Connection
, Inc 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Subject:  Comment on the 495 NEXT Project 
To Whom It May Concern: 
Throughout my career in real estate development I have seen the 
importance of a reliable and safe transportation system to our region’s 
economic development and quality of life.  The 495 Express Lanes have 
made a tremendous difference to Northern Virginia, and I use them 
frequently when traveling around the region and in and around Tysons.  
Commuters traveling north of Tysons on 495, however, do not enjoy 
the benefits of the Express Lanes.  The 495 NEXT Project will change 
that by extending the 495 Express Lanes to the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway.  This project has my strong support and I 
encourage you to approve it. 
Thousands of commuters are slowed each weekday morning and 
evening by congestion as they cross the American Legion Bridge into 
Virginia or merge off of the 495 Express Lanes as they leave Tysons and 

Mark 
Mark S. 
Hassinger 
 
Hassinger 
Real Estate 
Developme
nt Services 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



drive towards Maryland.  This congestion results in a loss of 
productivity for area businesses and less time together for our families.  
The 495 NEXT Project will alleviate this bottleneck, cut commuting 
times by half and result in fewer accidents along this corridor.  
McLean residents will benefit from this project by a reduction in cut-
through traffic that results from drivers needing to use residential 
streets to avoid the congestion that currently stifles travel on the 
Capital Beltway to the Dulles Toll Road and the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway.  Significantly, the 495 NEXT Project will also allow 
for a seamless connection to the improvements planned for the 
American Legion Bridge that will extend into the Maryland side of the 
Capital Beltway. 
Perhaps most importantly, all of these benefits will be realized with no 
public funds.  I encourage you to advance this project which has my 
strong support. 
Respectfully, 

200930.
240 

Support Please see our attached letter in support of enhanced mobility through 
495 NEXT. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Dear VDOT: 
VTA supports ensuring access and funding of multimodal 
transportation along the 495 Corridor through the 495 NEXT project. 
Extending the 495 Express Lanes North to the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway (GWMP) is the logical next step to reduce 
congestion in the Northern Virginia region. Extending the Express Lanes 
network will provide a new, more efficient travel choice, add much 
needed capacity to this section of I-495, reduce crashes in the area, 
and provide valuable benefits to the region and its transit agencies. 
Although the Express Lanes are not dedicated transit lanes, they do 
serve as a form of bus rapid transit lanes as the congestion pricing 
provides free-flow conditions for buses and HOV travelers at no cost, 
moving more people in fewer vehicles. The proposed bike/ped trail will 
also enhance the multimodal options throughout the corridor. The key 
to a successful transit line is to provide the riders predictability and 
reliability. The Express Lanes have introduced (before the COVID-19 
pandemic) exponential growth in bus trips on I-495 since the opening 
of the Express Lanes in late 2012. The ability for buses to skip the 
congestion and arrive on time has helped transit agencies grow their 
ridership, add new trips, and streamline their operations. We have 
every expectation that ridership will continue to grow as employees 
return to their workplaces. The 495 NEXT project will help connect two 
of the most important economic hubs in the Commonwealth, Tysons 

Lisa 
Guthrie 
 
VTA 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


Corner in Fairfax County and Crystal City in Arlington County. By 
providing this form of bus rapid transit, the Commonwealth will 
present Arlington County and Fairfax County the opportunity to 
introduce new bus routes and increase the frequency on existing bus 
routes between their localities. Ensuring increased access and on-time 
arrival for commuters will be a significant step toward restoring our 
workplace economy. The Express Lanes also provide valuable 
environmental benefits. By incentivizing travel by HOV or by transit, 
the Express Lanes reduce the number of cars on the roads and the 
number of trips that travel through the corridor. Extending the Express 
Lanes to this important connection at the GWMP will help move more 
people in fewer vehicles, thereby reducing greenhouse gases that 
affect our air quality and subsequently our health and our economy. 
The Express Lanes have been a valuable asset for transit agencies in 
Northern Virginia as the goal of the Express Lanes is to move more 
people - not more cars. The Express Lanes provide an incentive for 
people to travel together in HOV and to utilize transit options. 
Expanding and funding multimodal options in the 495 NEXT project will 
optimize mobility and improve the region’s economy. Thank you for 
this opportunity to provide comment. 
Sincerely, 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : I am strongly opposed to this project. Why 
on Earth are we widening a highway at a time when climate change 
threatens the habitability of the planet? Any honest environmental 
assessment of this project would conclude that it's insanity to be 
widening any more highways. For the love of God, VDOT, please step 
back and do something to support transit instead of more and more 
single occupant driving. This is crazy, please stop. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Don't do this, it's the most inefficient way to 
move people. Stop with this level of service crap! 

David F 
Wagoner 

The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 



Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : Fairfax County has a responsibility to create, 
incentivize, etc. ways to move around the county without single cars. 
For the climate, for public health, and in concert with land use changes 
to enable more affordable and walkable living. This expansion 
responds to the current way the county is laid out. The future should 
use less invidual cars. Don't expand the beltway. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Fairfax County has a responsibility to create, 
incentivize, etc. ways to move around the county without single cars. 
For the climate, for public health, and in concert with land use changes 
to enable more affordable and walkable living. This expansion 
responds to the current way the county is laid out. The future should 
use less invidual cars. Don't expand the beltway. 

James T 
Engelhardt 

The Build Alternative includes free general purpose lanes and 
tolled express lanes. The Express Lanes provide a dedicated 
running way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles 
and toll paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not 
have to pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of 
dynamic tolls, desired speeds can be maintained in the 
facility. With the provision of the dedicated running way, 
transit operators are able to run transit routes that provide a 
travel time advantage to potential passengers. This is a 
condition similar to the operation that may be provided with 
the implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The 
provision of fast and reliable transit service serves as an 
incentive for drivers to shift to transit rather than use their 
automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 



with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
 
The proposed design also includes a shared-use path that 
would expand the region’s trail network to support increased 
cycling and walking. 
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Dear Ms. Shaw and Mr. Lerner: 
 
The Sierra Club Great Falls Group, Coalition for Smarter Growth and 
Aubudon Naturalist Society are submitting the attached letter 
regarding the 495-NEXT Environmental Assessment. We will also be 
submitting formal comments separately. Thank you for your 
consideration of our views. 
------------------------------------------------ 
Dear I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Team, The proposed 
“Build” Alternative for I-495 from Old Dominion Drive to the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway will not provide long-term congestion 
relief, misses the opportunity to provide residents and commuters with 
more travel choices, and will significantly increase greenhouse gas 
emissions. We urge Virginia to re-examine the assumptions behind this 
project and conduct a more robust alternatives analysis before moving 
forward. Transit, biking and walking are essential to reducing 
congestion and traffic-related greenhouse gas emissions, fostering 
economic growth, providing sustainable travel options for everyone, 
and fulfilling Fairfax County’s Comprehensive Plan and forthcoming 
Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action Plan (CECAP). While we 
appreciate inclusion of the parallel bicycle and pedestrian trail, the lack 
of transit in VDOT’s I-495 Northern Extension is shortsighted, ignores 
the ongoing process to identify transit options through the I-
495/American Legion Bridge Transit Study/TDM study1, and will 
undermine environmental and economic sustainability of our region. 
The purpose and need statement for the project is extremely narrow 
and disconnected from Fairfax County’s and Virginia’s plans to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and expand transit options. The project’s 
rationale is overwhelmingly weighted toward one travel mode, private 
vehicles, and toward a narrow set of metrics measuring Level of Service 
for vehicles. By providing only one “Build” Alternative, the 
environmental assessment is taking a patently conclusions-first 

Douglas 
Stewart 
 
Virginia 
Sierra Club  

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


approach. This is not in harmony with Fairfax County’s plans for Tysons, 
and will increase greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
In addition, the modeling assumptions used to justify the “Build” 
Alternative must be reexamined in light of the long-term impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. A study commissioned by the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Authority on changes in travel behavior due to COVID-
19 indicated there will be a long-term increase in telecommuting of 10-
15%. It would be imprudent to give away public right-of-way for 50-75 
years to a private concessionaire based on traffic assumptions that 
clearly need to be revisited. Simply widening the Beltway for more car 
trips is not a long-term solution to congestion. The HOT lanes will 
realize diminishing gains within two decades as the region continues to 
grow. Furthermore, expanded road capacity leads to increased 
greenhouse gas emissions, which is at odds with Fairfax County’s 
CECAP goals of reducing emissions. Numerous peer-reviewed studies 
have demonstrated that additional lane miles on highways, including 
HOT lanes, translate into increased vehicle miles traveled.4 Considering 
that nearly half of Northern Virginia’s greenhouse gas emissions are 
produced by transportation, it is imperative to include strategies such 
as bus rapid transit (BRT), rail, and bicycle/pedestrian connections in 
the region’s transportation planning, while coordinating transportation 
plans with transit-oriented development goals. The goals laid out for 
Tysons Urban Center in Fairfax County’s Comprehensive Plan indicate 
that high-capacity transit on the Beltway is essential to the 
redevelopment of Tysons. More than 30% of all trips during peak 
periods to and from Tysons will need to be by transit once Tysons is 
fully built out, according to the Comprehensive Plan5. The plan also 
specifies that achieving this level of transit use will require that Beltway 
plans provide bus service on dedicated lanes (BRT), and eventually 
extend rail service; for example, extension of the Purple Line from 
Tysons to Bethesda. The economic success of Tysons depends on 
access by multiple transit connections. Lack of transit will limit people’s 
ability to work and shop in Tysons. As we consider the long-term 
sustainability of this growing region, public transportation must be the 
first option considered when expanding transportation capacity. The 
project should include dedicated right-of-way allowing for a future rail 
line connecting Tysons to Bethesda and the Purple Line, and dedicated 
funding for transit. Adding transit would help achieve VDOT’s own 
goals for the I-495 extension, which include providing additional travel 
choices and improving travel reliability. Doing so also supports Fairfax 
County’s One Fairfax Policy by giving those without cars an option for 
efficient transportation. A critical piece of the plan for Tysons is to 
provide housing choices for a variety of income levels, with affordable 



housing located close to employment opportunities. Many of these 
residents will rely on transit to connect them to where they need to go. 
HOT lanes alone do not provide additional travel choices for everyone. 
In conclusion, we believe Virginia should not commit to this project 
given the uncertainties about the effectiveness of the “Build” 
Alternative in providing long-term congestion relief, the need to 
evaluate a wider range of alternatives, and the failure of the project to 
include transit. We urge that VDOT and the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board re-evaluate the proposal for this segment of I-
495. 
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Waiting your response. 
Please deliver a copy of such plans to my house before the “Public 
Hearing” so that citizens, neighbors, Langley Swim Club, HTC 
Congregation, Saint Luke’s Church, and others can preview outdoors, 
under mask and socially-distant conditions, and engage in community 
review and discourse.  We welcome you and Abi to attend as you 
offered. 
As the plans have changed, to include 3 flyovers, and traffic 
adjustments posted May and June 2020 as noted on the 495Next 
Website, please provide that information also, as well as a list of any 
and all changes made to the plans since you presented them to the 
community in May 20, 2019z 
Thank you for your kind offer tonight on the zoom meeting to meet 
with anyone who has questions. Your transparency and willingness is 
appreciated. 
Sincerely, 

Debra 
Butler 

All studies for the Environmental Assessment and project 
design plans have been available online since Feb. 26, 2020, 
at www.495NorthernExtension.org. Materials were also 
made available at libraries and other government buildings 
near the project corridor beginning on Feb. 26, and remained 
available when possible despite the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
project team added online Q&A sessions on Sept. 28 and 30, 
2020, to facilitate additional discussion and conversation 
with community members and other stakeholders prior to 
the public hearings. The project team extended the closing 
date for the public comment period multiple times to allow 
for continued public comment across a period of more than 
nine months. 
 
The design plans presented at the Location and Design Public 
Hearings for public comment on October 5 (virtual) and 8 (in-
person), 2020, were the same as those made available for 
public review in February 2020 prior to the initial planned 
public hearing on March 12, 2020.  
 
During the six-plus month period between the initial public 
hearing date and the eventual public hearings, the project 
team received project feedback from the community and 
other stakeholders through various channels. Based on the 
public hearing comments received, the project team is 
making refinements and modifications to the plans 
presented at the public hearing. 
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Officials: 
VDOT held 495NEXT Q & A Sessions on Sept. 28th & 30th. 
Thanks to Delegate Murphy, Senator Favola, Supervisor Foust, 
Supervisor Palchik…and other Officials who might have tuned in on 
Sept. 28th but were unidentified. Thanks to Delegate Murphy for 
attending Sept. 30th Session…and Supervisor Foust who was delayed 
with another Fairfax Meeting. There were many good Questions and 
Comments from Residents during both Sessions. There were repeated 
Strong Demands for Stopping the inappropriate Sham “Hearings” for 
Oct. 5th & 8th. Many Viable Reasons were presented. At the 
conclusion yesterday, Sept. 30th, Delegate Murphy thanked VDOT and 
said she would call Secretary Valentine Thursday to discuss setting up a 
Conversation “with all of you”.     With whom and when is TBD. 
Residents appreciate Delegate Murphy Listening and Acting. REQUESTS 
FOR VDOT ….BEFORE a Rushed Sham “Hearing” : 
#1 I asked 3 times Who Authorized the Rush to an inappropriate, way 
too early,  Sham “Hearing” . 
Susan Shaw finally responded Sept. 30th that it was not one person….It 
was an “Agency Decision”….Federal Partners and Local 
Partners..Typical Format. 
I requested that Susan Shaw copy me and Officials, including Governor,  
on all Correspondence involved with this "Agency Decision" to Rush a 
Sham “Hearing” ASAP.   This Information Sharing should occur BEFORE 
a “Hearing”. I asked that especially Delegate Murphy, Senator Favola 
and Supervisor Foust be copied. I asked if Officials were aware of this 
“Agency Decision”  to Rush a Sham “Hearing” ?  Who knew ? 
#2 VDOT Please List All New 495NEXT Plan Changes since May 20, 2019 
ASAP …The Last Public Community VDOT 495NEXT Meeting ! List 
Specific Studies Impacts and Specific Site . Publish and Distribute New 
Plan Changes to Officials and Taxpaying Public ASAP…..BEFORE any 
“Hearing” is held by VDOT for 495NEXT. Publish New Plan Change 
Elevations and Enlargements ASAP. 
#3 Hold Promised Public Meetings on New Plan Changes and Studies 
Impacts with Engineers to Explain Studies Impacts….BEFORE any 
“Hearing”. 
#4 VDOT shall Brief BOS and BOS Transportation Committee in 
Detail….Before a 495NEXT “Hearing”. Officials should understand and 
be able to share 495NEXT Project Details with Constituency….This 
should  help Officials make Wise 495NEXT Project Decisions. Currently, 
VDOT has no plans to update BOS and TC on 495NEXT ! FYI….FCDOT is 
scheduled to Brief BOS on Oct. 20, 2020…AFTER the proposed Sham 
“Hearing” for Oct. 5th & 8th ! Is this appropriate and adequate ? No. 
#5 Thousands of Region Residents are Not Aware of 495NEXT… VDOT 
Advertising for this Project Regionally has been Limited. Advertising for 

April 
Georgelas 

The comment includes several numbered 
questions/comments. Responses include: 
 
#1  The decision to hold a hearing was made between FHWA, 
the lead the federal agency for the project, and VDOT, the 
lead state agency. Based on the release of the EA and Design 
Public Hearing Plans on February 26, 2020, the original public 
hearing was scheduled for March 12, 2020, accounting for a 
15-day public availability period in advance of the public 
hearing. Following cancellation of the original hearing, a 
decision to hold the public hearing later in the year was 
made by FHWA and VDOT, following a review of the 
protocols that would be in place to allow the public to safely 
review and provide comment on the materials that had been 
publicly posted online and at public libraries and government 
offices. 
 
#2  The initial plans presented at the May 20, 2019, Public 
Information Meeting were refined and used as the Build 
alternative that was assessed in the EA. At the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway, the only modification of 
note was that the alignment of the proposed ramp from the 
northbound I-495 Express Lanes to the eastbound GWMP 
was shifted slightly to the south in response to coordination 
with the National Park Service regarding the location of the 
ramp tie-in at their park boundary. The interchange has the 
same number of proposed ramps and the same 
configuration. In addition, the Live Oak Drive bridge over I-
495 was shifted slightly to the north to reduce impacts based 
on discussions with nearby stakeholders. 
   
#3  No changes were made to the design between the 
presentation of the EA (February 26, 2020) and the Public 
Hearing (October 5 and 8, 2020). Conversations with the 
community have been ongoing through the process, with 
several virtual presentations and Q&A sessions occurring 
with HOAs and stakeholder organizations such as the McLean 
Citizens Association, between the release of the EA and the 
public hearing. 
 
#4  The project team has met regularly with FCDOT staff and 
individual supervisors. The project team presented the 
project plans and EA findings to the Fairfax County Board of 



the VDOT Q&A Sessions was Limited. VDOT must Adequately Advertise 
495NEXT BEFORE  Promised Public Meetings and any  “Hearing”.  
#6 VDOT needs to be Updated on MD DEIS (over 18,000 pages) and 
Share Real MD Studies Findings and Impacts for VA with Public & 
Officials such as: MD HOTLanes will INCREASE Congestion for MD 
General Lanes and MD Local Streets. MD Choke Points (3) will have 
Increased Congestion…especially 270 Choke Point. This will have 
Impacts for VA Traffic. 
#7 VDOT needs to be very Clear to Public & Officials that 495NEXT will 
Result in INCREASED Congestion at the Already Jammed GW Area 
Northbound to MD. Increased Traffic will Result for 193 & Balls Hill 
Intersection, Local Streets, McLean CBC, Regional Corridors. New 
Choke Point (bottleneck) Streets Traffic Impact Studies... without old 
modeling and studies…should be Conducted ASAP….BEFORE any 
“Hearing”. 
#7 Residents want their Project Comments,  since May 20, 2019,   
published ASAP with Complete Text on VDOT Project Site and be easily 
Located. VDOT “Summaries” are Not Acceptable. Residents cannot 
locate their Comments, Study Comments, Review & Consider 
Comments,  Discuss a & Understand Comments…If they are Not 
Available for Public Review. This is not Proper Public Transparency. 
#8 Please VDOT, Answer Residents’ Submitted Questions….with 
Detailed Answers and Specific Site References.  
#8 Residents are Asking VDOT for Fairness...Transparency…and Proper 
Public Process…. BEFORE a Rushed Sham “Hearing” and Rushed 
495NEXT Project. Tapes of both Sessions are available on VDOT’s 
site…VDOTLive…and youtube. Residents want Transcripts of each 
Session ASAP. My comments for Sept. 28th Session are approximately 
at….1:15…..1:30:32….1:45:45 My Comments for Sept. 30th Session are 
approximately at …#1. 39:05…Susan responds….44:45 I continue 
#2. 1:38:38….Susan Comments….and 1:42:40  I respond again 
After 1:48…Comments by well informed Resident, Debra Butler, are 
worth hearing. 
Delegate Murphy's comments about contacting Secretary Valentine 
follow. 
The Following includes some of  My VDOT Session Comments for Sept. 
30, 2020 : 
> Susan Shaw said Monday, Sept. 28th during the VDOT Q&A Session  
…..that the Oct. 5th Hearing is the same as the one postponed on 
March 12th. 
> Yes….Both are Rushed, inappropriate …way to early…Sham 
“Hearings”. 
> Yes….There still have been NO Promised Public Meetings since May 
20, 2019 ….to Update Public on Plan Design Changes. 

Supervisors Transportation Committee on February 4, 2020, 
and had a follow-up presentation on December 10, 2020.  
 
#5  Promotion of the three public information meetings and 
two public hearings exceeded guidelines in the VDOT public 
involvement policy manual and involved newspaper 
advertising, notices to agencies/government officials, email 
outreach, postcard mailings, social media, press releases, and 
paid advertising. Promotion of the Q&A sessions included 
email blasts, a press release, social media outreach, and paid 
advertising on Facebook and Instagram. 
#6  The VDOT project team has coordinated and continues to 
coordinate regularly with Maryland throughout the 
development of the EA and supporting traffic studies. Traffic 
teams from each state collaborate to ensure that traffic 
inputs being used in traffic modeling for the two studies are 
consistent. The two, independent studies show consistent 
results. 
 
#7 (FIRST)    In regard to changes in congestion in the 
northbound GP lanes: in the I-495 Traffic and Transportation 
Technical Report, please refer to Table 7-9 (2045 AM Peak 
Period Travel Time Comparison) and Table 7-10 (2045 PM 
Peak Period Travel Time Comparison). With the full build-out 
of this project and Maryland’s project in place, in the 
northbound direction of the GP lanes, there is a nearly 4-
minute travel time savings in the AM peak period (from 
approximately 12 min in the No-Build to roughly 8 min in the 
Build scenario), to go along with a 5.5-minute travel time 
savings to eastbound Route 267 due to reduced queue 
spillback from northbound I-495 (from approximately 7.5 to 
2 min),  and 4.5-minute northbound GP lanes travel time 
savings in the PM peak period (from approximately 28 min to 
23.5 min).  These travel time savings are attributable to 
having the seamless managed lanes systems connected 
across the state line. These GP lanes improvements are 
separate from travel time savings for users of the 
northbound Express Lanes, who have a seamless trip with 
reliable travel times in the Build condition but must use the 
congested GP lanes in the No Build condition.  
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 



> Yes….There were Many Unanswered Questions before March 
12th…There are the SAME Questions and MORE Questions NOW that 
are    unanswered by VDOT. 
> Yes…There are Many Plan Changes since May 20, 2019…that are Still 
NOT Clearly Publicly Revealed, Listed, and Studies Impacts Explained by 
Engineers to the Taxpaying Public in 495NEXT Impacted Region. 
Enlarged Elevations are not yet available. 
> Elected Officials are also NOT Updated 
> Requested Meetings before March 12th “Hearing"...Did Not Occur. 
> Plan Elevations for the GW & Live Oak Area that I requested 
repeatedly…for Elevations for 3 New Flyover Ramps, New Raised 
Access Ramp from MD to 193, New Raised Bridge to Live Oak Drive, the 
Moving of Live Oak Drive  & Tree Removal…..have  never been 
forthcoming. Stormwater Mitigation Plans for Live Oak Drive and the 
related Dead Run runoff area Remain Unaddressed & Unexplained. 
> Historic Langley Swim Club with 1000 members ...requested a VDOT 
meeting Before the March 12 Sham Hearing.  
>  It was denied and still has not occurred as far as membership knows. 
> Historic Langley Club on Live Oak Drive will be Devastated…Ruined  
by 495NEXT horrifically Unmitigated Increased Noise Levels alone from  
the 4 New HOTLanes, 3 New Flyover Ramps, New Raised Access Ramp 
to 193….all very near Langley Club. 
> The dangerous Construction Silica Dust that lingers in the Air for one 
mile…will pose great danger especially for the Children at the Open Air 
Langley Club…and the 4 Area Schools, especially Cooper Middle School 
at 193 & Balls Hill and Churchill Elementary. 
> This Silica Dust is of great concern in the MD DEIS.  
> VDOT only did an EA.  
> Construction Silica Dust in MD will not stop at the Potomac or 
disappear in VA simply because VDOT did only Limited Environment 
Assessment Studies and did not Study Silica Dust and Other Concerning 
Pollutants in the 495NEXT EA. 
> Just as for the March 12th sham “Hearing"…. 
> Yes….COVIID 19 still looms and endangers our Health and Lives….for 
the Oct 8th Sham Hearing. Many are isolating. 
> The Oct. 5th brief Sham “Hearing” of 2 hours  does not make sense at 
this premature and inappropriate time. 
> Why the Rush to a Sham Hearing ? 
> 495NEXT shows NO General Benefits ….Real Public Benefits. 
> VDOT has not demonstrated Project is in Public Interest or if there is 
a Purpose and Need. 
> General Traffic Congestion will INCREASE North to 
Bottlenecked…Choke Point…at GW Area . It will be Worse than only 
with Current HOTLanes Shoulder Lane Extension Merge Mess! 

routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic volume 
and a reduction in travel delay on the local street network, 
most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the project in 
place, even prior to the Maryland project. Traffic volume 
demands and corresponding delays on Georgetown Pike 
would decrease at 5 intersections studied along that 
corridor.  
 
The implementation of the I-495 NEXT project would result in 
increased person throughput. Virginia's managed lanes 
system allows HOV-3+ and transit vehicles to travel for free, 
encouraging transit use, carpools and vanpools. With the 
implementation of the I-495 NEXT project, it is anticipated 
that 7,600 more people per hour would move through the 
corridor compared to a No-Build condition.  
 
The project does not generally increase the traffic demand at 
the adjacent intersections in the Tysons area; rather, it 
removes upstream bottlenecks that prevent that traffic from 
getting to downstream destinations under the No-Build and 
Existing conditions. VDOT has also been coordinating with 
Fairfax County on the design details and will continue to do 
so, looking for opportunities to improve the operations and 
access to the adjacent road network while minimizing 
impacts. 
 
#7 (SECOND)  Full comments and a comment summary and 
responses documents for the May 2019 PIM are available 
here: 
http://495northernextension.org/documents/495_next_may
_2019_pim_meeting_summary.pdf. Full comments and 
responses received during the public hearing comment 
period (beginning Feb. 13, 2020, through Dec. 5, 2020) are 
included in this document. 
 
#8  The Q&A sessions were informal meetings. No transcripts 
were produced. The full meeting videos are available on the 
project website.  
 
In response to non-numbered comments and questions: 
• The project team held more than 40 meetings with 
agencies, elected officials, community groups, individual 
residents, and other stakeholders during the time between 
the May 20, 2019, PIM and the planned March 12, 2020, 

http://495northernextension.org/documents/495_next_may_2019_pim_meeting_summary.pdf
http://495northernextension.org/documents/495_next_may_2019_pim_meeting_summary.pdf


> HOTLanes Traffic from Tysons will dump into the backed-up 
Northbound GW Jammed Traffic Nightmare and Add to the Backup. 
> 193 Intersection at Balls Hills will logically experience Increased 
Congestion….Local Street will have Increased Cut Thru Traffic. 
> Drivers avoid Congestion, Construction & Tolls. 
> 495NEXT will be the Perfect Traffic Congestion Storm during 
Construction and After Build. 
> Supervisor Foust said traffic congestion will be worse….that this is not 
the right public purpose…right time for this project…… 
> There will be Meetings…Many Meetings. 
> I have 3 Questions : 
> WHY the RUSH to Oct 5th inappropriate, way to early Sham Hearing ? 
> HOW does VDOT JUSTIFY This Rush to a Sham Hearing ? 
> VDOT works for Taxpayers and their elected officials….NOT financially 
frail Transurban. 
> WHO AUTHORIZED the Rush to this inappropriate way too early 
Sham Hearing ?     This is my third time asking this Question…. 
> Thank You. 

Public Hearing. The primary design change made during this 
period was related to the Live Oak Drive bridge over I-495, 
and was made to reduce impacts based on discussions with 
nearby stakeholders. 
• Project visualizations along the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway were included with the materials posted 
online and available at community locations ahead of the 
planned March 12, 2020, public hearing. Additional 
visualizations around the Dulles Toll Road and George 
Washington Memorial Parkway interchanges have since been 
posted. 
• The project has developed a preliminary stormwater 
mitigation plan that addresses stormwater needs throughout 
the project, to include at Live Oak Drive. This plan will be 
refined as the project design progresses. 
• The project team held four meetings with the 
Langley Swim and Tennis Club prior to the planned March, 
12, 2020, public hearing, including one on March 10. The 
project team has continued extensive coordination with 
representatives of the club related to project design plans 
and impacts on club operations during construction. 
• The I-495 NEXT project will provide environmental 
commitments for management and mitigation of silica dust 
in the FHWA NEPA decision documents. All construction 
activities will be required to adhere to VDEQ’s fugitive dust 
regulation (9 VAC 5-50, Article 1, et seq.), which would have 
the effect of minimizing all fugitive construction dust, 
including silica. 
• The decision to hold a hearing was made between 
FHWA, the lead the federal agency for the project, and 
VDOT, the lead state agency. Based on the release of the EA 
and Design Public Hearing Plans on February 26, 2020, the 
original public hearing was scheduled for March 12, 2020, 
accounting for a 15-day public availability period in advance 
of the public hearing. Following cancellation of the original 
hearing, a decision to hold the public hearing later in the year 
was made by FHWA and VDOT, following a review of the 
protocols that would be in place to allow the public to safely 
review and provide comment on the materials that had been 
publicly posted online and at public libraries and government 
offices. 
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Support To Whom It May Concern, 
On behalf of The Apartment and Office Building Association of 
Metropolitan Washington (AOBA), I am writing to support the I-495 
NEXT project. Please see the attached letter. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
On behalf of The Apartment and Office Building Association of 
Metropolitan Washington (AOBA), I am writing to support the I-495 
NEXT project. The 495 and 95 Express Lanes have been successful in 
reducing commute times for thousands of Northern Virginia residents 
along the I-95 corridor while growing the economy of the 
Commonwealth at zero cost to taxpayers. As you know, AOBA is a non-
profit organization representing owners and managers of 185,000 
apartment units and approximately 145 million square feet of office 
space in the District, Maryland and Virginia. As such, our member 
companies consider themselves part of the community and maintain a 
vested stake in the long-term economic sustainability and well-being of 
the region. The Interstate 495 NEXT project is vital for the Northern 
Virginia region, as it provides an option for reliable, faster travel by 
reducing commuting times in half during rush hour for those who 
choose to use the Express Lanes. It allows transit and carpoolers to 
bypass congestion with a faster toll free trip and reduces cut-through 
traffic that now plagues neighborhoods along I-495. Another critical 
reason to support the 495 NEXT project is that it will spur economic 
development in Virginia with the estimated creation of 6,300 jobs and 
$880 million generated in economic activity. This is an important 
project to maintaining the region’s overall competitiveness. 
Additionally, the project will provide further enhanced transportation 
choices such as HOV service and transit along the  corridor, which is 
valuable as we look to lower gas emissions and reduce car usage in the 
region. The Apartment and Office Building Association of Metropolitan 
Washington supports the I-495 NEXT project to move forward without 
further postponement. 

Ms. Bismah 
Ahmed 
 
Virginia 
Apartment 
and Office 
Building 
Association 
of 
Metropolit
an 
Washingto
n (AOBA) 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website. 
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Dear VDOT, 
Is the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension still a viable project? It's 
time to take a second look, and consider alternatives. Here?s why: 
?       Traffic patterns have changed due to COVID-19, and will continue 
to change as workers and employers adjust to new ways of working 
and living. The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. 
?       Fairfax County?s One Fairfax policy calls for driving economic 
growth through equity. Express Lanes are inherently inequitable, 
serving those with the most wealth. People traveling in the regular 
lanes will not enjoy the privilege of significantly shorter drive times. Is 
it justifiable to spend a half billion dollars to reward only those who can 
afford the tolls? 

Angela 
Pesqueira 

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


?       Transit options are lacking.  VDOT?s own goals include providing 
additional travel choices and improving travel reliability, which should 
include bus rapid transit and future rail capacity. Fairfax County?s 
comprehensive plan acknowledges that high-capacity transit is 
essential to the economic success of Tysons Urban Center. 
Please put the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension project on hold 
until a more robust analysis is performed. 
Sincerely, 

year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Equity 
 
Data from transponder transactions on the existing express 
lanes system show that users are representative of the 
overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated socioeconomic 
characteristics. The Washington Post reported in 2018: 
“…most 495 and 95 express users are not affluent…. About 
60 percent of the frequent users said they have household 
incomes of less than $100,000…” Also, according to a 
Washington Post report, the average toll rates for Virginia’s 
managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are $5.40 and $8.45 per 
trip, respectively. Experience in Virginia on I-495 shows that 
82 percent of customers spend less than $20 a month and 85 
percent of trips were less than $12. On the Virginia I-95 
Express Lanes, 74 percent of customers spend less than $20 a 
month. 



In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 Express 
Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, vanpools and 
buses to provide faster and more reliable travel. As indicated 
in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to 
Chairman McKay, Virginia is committed to providing 
dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along the I-
495 corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures the 495 NEXT project, together with 
the existing 495 Express Lanes, will provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 



 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Multiple 
Topics 

Hello- I am a resident of Timberly South and have listened to the 
recording of the 9/28 Question/Answer session regarding the 495 
Express Lanes Northern Extension Project. 
I'd like to echo a key concern raised by April Georgelas in her phone 
call during the session: 
****Why is the 495 Express Lanes NE project being rushed given the 
pandemic?**** 
Much has changed with respect to traffic patterns since March.  It 
seems to me that this project should be put on hold until VDOT can 
fully assess the long-term impact Covid will have on how we travel 
around the region.   
In addition, it appears that VA is rushing ahead without a full 
understanding of MD's future plans with respect to the American 
Legion Bridge congestion. 
With regard to the planned mixed-use path planned for behind 
Timberly South, it seems like a terrible idea from a traffic and parking 
standpoint given what we have seen happening along Georgetown Pike 
in the Scotts Run area. 
Thanks for reading, 

Susan 
Connery 

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 



 
Coordination with Maryland 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align the 
design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative that 
results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is a focus 
of Virginia to not only provide a seamless connection but to 
also focus on efficient construction to minimize disruption to 
the traveling public. The Record of Decision for the I-495 and 
I-270 Managed Lanes Study in Maryland is anticipated to be 
complete by Fall 2021.  Maryland has selected a Preferred 
Alternative that would provide the most seamless 
connection with the Virginia 495 Express Lanes project and 
has selected a project developer for advancing the Maryland 
I-495 Managed Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
Shared-Use Path and Parking Issues 
 
If parking issues arise as a result of the provision of the trail, 
the community would be able to work with Fairfax County to 
establish measures to mitigate this issue. For example, the 
community would be able to request the establishment of a 
Residential Permit Parking program for this neighborhood. 
 
Additionally, VDOT is committed to make land available to 
FCPA as replacement land, at the intersection of Balls Hill 
Road and Georgetown Pike. The use of this property as 
replacement land for impacts to the Scotts Run Preserve is 
acceptable to Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) and 
coordination with National Park Service is underway to get 
approval. FCPA is considering using this lot to provide parking 
for nearby facilities including Scotts Run Nature Preserve and 
the proposed shared-use path. 
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Dear VDOT, 
Is the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension still a viable project? It's 
time to take a second look, and consider alternatives. Here?s why: 
?       Traffic patterns have changed due to COVID-19, and will continue 
to change as workers and employers adjust to new ways of working 
and living. The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. 
?       Fairfax County?s One Fairfax policy calls for driving economic 
growth through equity. Express Lanes are inherently inequitable, 
serving those with the most wealth. People traveling in the regular 
lanes will not enjoy the privilege of significantly shorter drive times. Is 

Mary Van 
Son  

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-



it justifiable to spend a half billion dollars to reward only those who can 
afford the tolls? 
?       Transit options are lacking.  VDOT?s own goals include providing 
additional travel choices and improving travel reliability, which should 
include bus rapid transit and future rail capacity. Fairfax County?s 
comprehensive plan acknowledges that high-capacity transit is 
essential to the economic success of Tysons Urban Center. 
Please put the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension project on hold 
until a more robust analysis is performed. 

approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Equity 
 
Data from transponder transactions on the existing express 
lanes system show that users are representative of the 
overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated socioeconomic 
characteristics. The Washington Post reported in 2018: 
“…most 495 and 95 express users are not affluent…. About 
60 percent of the frequent users said they have household 
incomes of less than $100,000…” Also, according to a 
Washington Post report, the average toll rates for Virginia’s 
managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are $5.40 and $8.45 per 
trip, respectively. Experience in Virginia on I-495 shows that 
82 percent of customers spend less than $20 a month and 85 
percent of trips were less than $12. On the Virginia I-95 



Express Lanes, 74 percent of customers spend less than $20 a 
month. 
 
In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 Express 
Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, vanpools and 
buses to provide faster and more reliable travel. As indicated 
in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to 
Chairman McKay, Virginia is committed to providing 
dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along the I-
495 corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures the 495 NEXT project, together with 
the existing 495 Express Lanes, will provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 



commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : It obviously was ignored. 
495NextComments_Q03 : STOP building more roads and removing 
trees. My quality of life is suffering. The noise increase is unnerving. 
Look at the studies that indicate more roads and wider roads mean 
MORE accidents and MORE traffic. It is an endless loop that needs to 
STOP! 

Karin S 
Rindal 

The 495 NEXT Project Environmental Analysis includes 
studies related to noise, forest impacts, and traffic benefits. 
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Please accept the attached as comments for the Oct. 5 public hearing 
on the 495 express lane project. 
------------------------------------------------ 
Dear Mr. Lerner: 
On behalf of Trinity Group, LLC, the owner of property located at 
[ADDRESS REMOVED], McLean (the "Property"), I am writing to express 
concerns regarding the adverse impacts on the Property of the 495 
Express Lanes Northern Extension (the "project"). The Property is 
located in the northwest quadrant of the intersection of Balls Hill Road 
and Georgetown Pike and is developed with the Holy Trinity Church 
and a private school of general education. Based on the plans 
presented by VDOT, the construction of, as well as the easements 
associated with, the trail along Balls Hill Road will cause a loss of 
parking spaces, the removal of mature landscaping and will create a 
situation where the existing building will no longer meet the required 
front yard setback from Balls Hill Road. As well, the proposed shift in 
the sound wall in the northern portion of the Property may impact 
existing parking and site circulation. These impacts are described in 
more detail below. Of significant importance to this situation is the fact 
that the Property is governed by three legislative approvals by the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors: (1) a special exception for the 
church and school use, (2) a proffer condition amendment associated 
with the original zoning of the Property, and (3) a parking reduction 
approval associated with the two uses on the Property. These 
legislative approvals require that development of the Property be in 

Lori R. 
Greenlief 
 
McGuireW
oods LLP 
for Trinity 
Group, LLC 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


substantial conformance with an approved development plan, 
development conditions and proffer commitments. 
Parking 
The provision of adequate parking was an important issue at the time 
of the public hearings associated with the legislative approvals. Of 
particular significance is the aforementioned parking reduction that 
was approved by the Board of Supervisors on February 28, 2012. The 
conditions of that approval require that 209 parking spaces be 
provided on-site at all times. Additionally, the church/school is 
required to monitor parking lot usage and if, at any time, usage 
exceeds 95% of the parking lot capacity, the school must institute a 
new parking plan to limit student parking for the remainder of the 
school year. The school is also required to Almaty [Atlanta [ Baltimore [ 
Brussels [ Charlotte [ Charlottesville [ Chicago [Jacksonville [ Los 
Angeles New York I Norfolk I Pittsburgh I Raleigh I Richmond I Tysons 
Corner I Washington, D.C. I Wilmington submit a parking utilization 
study any time such is requested by the Fairfax County Zoning 
Administrator. As shown on the project's design plans, the construction 
of the trail along Balls Hill Road will eliminate the existing parking 
spaces along the Property's eastern lot line, causing a violation of the 
parking reduction conditions, the special exception conditions and the 
layout as shown on the approved special exception plan. Also 
significant is that the church/school could possibly be required by the 
County to rework its parking plan and to conduct and submit a parking 
utilization study. Landscaping 
Buffering and screening of the existing parking lot adjacent to Balls Hill 
Road was also an important issue during the public hearing process for 
the church/school use. As shown on the design plans, the existing row 
of mature trees located between the existing sidewalk along Balls Hill 
Road and the existing parking lot are located with the "Proposed 
Permanent Easement" and could possibly be removed to facilitate 
construction of the proposed trail. 
Sound Wall 
As shown on the design plans, the existing sound wall along the 
Beltway is proposed is shift eastward in the northern portion of the 
Property. It is unclear from the plans whether the construction of this 
wall will impact existing parking and drive aisles in that area of the 
Property. 
In conclusion, the property owner has serious concerns about the 
physical impacts along two of the three property lines of the Property 
of the 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension project. As described in 
this letter, the construction of the trail and the sound wall appear to 
place the Property in a non-conforming status with respect to existing 
legislative approvals 



which will then, potentially, hinder the property owner's ability to 
amend those approvals in the future. We believe that these objective 
impacts need to be addressed in the proposed design and/or in the 
valuation of the Property. 
Sincerely 
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Support Please see the attached letter from NVBIA in support of the I-495 NEXT 
project. Thank you for your consideration of our comments and for 
your work on this important project. 
Regards, 
------------------------------------------- 
To Whom It May Concern: 
On behalf of The Northern Virginia Building Industry Association, I am 
writing to provide comments on the I-495 NEXT project. As you know, 
the 495 and 95 Express Lanes have been very successful in Northern 
Virginia and reduced commute times for thousands Northern Virginia 
residents along the I-95 corridor. It is important that we continue to 
develop a robust network of express lanes, and the Interstate 495 
NEXT project is an important one for the Northern Virginia region. We 
encourage the Commonwealth to advance bold solutions like 495 
NEXT. The project not only provides near term congestion relief and 
safety improvements to commuters on the Capital Beltway, but also 
lays the groundwork for a future connection to Maryland’s Traffic 
Relief Plan. By connecting the 495 Express Lanes to the Dulles Toll Road 
and George Washington Memorial Parkway, motorists who choose the 
Express Lanes will see their commute times halved, allowing them to 
spend more time with their families. Another important reason to 
support the 495 NEXT project is that it will allow the Commonwealth to 
continue to grow its economy while providing substantial quality of life 
improvements to residents at zero cost to taxpayers. Additionally, the 
project will add thousands of jobs to the Commonwealth and generate 
hundreds of millions of dollars in economic activity. This is an 
important project to maintaining the region’s competitiveness, and 
must be advanced to remedy regional congestion. Finally, the 495 
NEXT project will provide further enhance transportation choices such 
as HOV service and transit along the corridor. This is important as our 
region continues to look to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
reduce the amount of cars on the roads. The Northern Virginia Building 
Industry Association endorses the I-495 NEXT project because it is 
critical for the Northern Virginia region. We encourage the approval of 
this project and hope the Commonwealth will move forward without 
delay. By approving this project, the Commonwealth could finally move 
forward with a project that has been delayed for many years. 
Sincerely, 

Steven 
Marku 
 
Northern 
Virginia 
Building 
Industry 
Association 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
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Dear VDOT 495 NEXT, 
 
I am concerned that VDOT is moving ahead with plans to widen the 
beltway based on pre-pandemic travel patterns and without truly 
looking at alternatives that would provide more sustainable travel 
options for the region. Top of mind for me is reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, not increasing the number of vehicles who can fit on the 
roads. Traffic patterns have changed significantly due to the pandemic 
and will continue to shift as our economy reopens and our workforce 
adjusts to new ways of working and living. A recent study 
commissioned by the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
indicated there will be a long-term increase in telecommuting of 15% 
or more.  The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. Any 
effort to improve travel choices and reliability in this corridor must 
include a commitment to high capacity public transit, like affordable 
bus rapid transit and rail. With the effects of climate change 
increasingly apparent, massive highway expansions like this proposal 
must be reevaluated. Transit and transit-oriented communities must 
be our first priority.  I want VDOT to put the project on hold, reassess 
their findings in light of pandemic-induced changes in travel patterns, 
and commit to providing enhanced transit in any project that moves 
forward. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Ms. Susan 
Bonney 

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 



vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Dear VDOT 495 NEXT, 
I am concerned that VDOT is forging ahead with plans to widen the 
beltway based on pre-pandemic travel patterns and without truly 
looking at alternatives that would provide more sustainable travel 
options for the region. 
Traffic patterns have changed significantly due to the pandemic and 
will continue to shift as our economy reopens and our workforce 
adjusts to new ways of working and living. A recent study 
commissioned by the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
indicated there will be a long-term increase in telecommuting of 15% 
or more.  The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. 

Ms. Brenda 
Yu 

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 



Any effort to improve travel choices and reliability in this corridor must 
include a commitment to high capacity public transit, like affordable 
bus rapid transit and rail, that is connected with safe walking and 
biking options.  While we appreciate that VDOT included a parallel 
shared-use trail and bicycle and pedestrian improvements, the lack of 
transit is extremely shortsighted.  Fairfax County’s comprehensive plan 
acknowledges that high-capacity transit is essential to the economic 
success of the Tysons Urban Center. 
With the effects of climate change increasingly apparent, massive 
highway expansions like this proposal must be reevaluated. Transit and 
transit-oriented communities must be our first priority.  VDOT should 
put the project on hold, reassess their findings in light of pandemic-
induced changes in travel patterns, and commit to providing enhanced 
transit in any project that moves forward. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 

(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 



The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 

201002.
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Individual 
Property 
& ROW 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : It will create a lot of noice and dust in my 
neighborhood. It will destroy the beautiful large trees in my backyard 
and community. 
495NextComments_Q03 : These are particular comments related to 
my house. 
1) My backyard elevation is very low. Your wall will not help to block 
the beltway noise, unless you elevate the ground; 
2) Based on your proposal, you will cut a lot of huge trees in the back 
of my house. You need to replan it after that. 
3) How about the power line in my backyard? Are you going to relocate 
it too? 
Please let me know. 

Steven 
Zhou 

Based on the final noise study, the wall will be designed and 
constructed to mitigate the noise produced by the roadway 
traffic. 
 
The appraisals for right-of-way needed for the project will 
take into consideration all of the impacts to property 
including impacts to existing vegetation. 
The final plans will be prepared in the next phase of the 
project. It is possible that portions of the power line behind 
your house may need to be relocated. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : Make the toll extremely high. You need to 
be discouraging people from driving, period. You need to be 
encouraging people to choose transit, walking, and biking. That 
necessarily includes DISCOURAGING driving. 

Kripa 
Patwardha
n 

The Build Alternative included free general purpose lanes 
and tolled express lanes. The Express Lanes provide a 
dedicated running way for buses (which is shared with HOV-
3+ vehicles and toll paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ 
vehicles do not have to pay for the use of the facility. 
Through the use of dynamic tolls, desired speeds can be 
maintained in the facility. With the provision of the 



495NextComments_Q02 : I'm not liking how much primacy 
automobiles have. 
495NextComments_Q03 : I'm not liking how much primacy 
automobiles have. 

dedicated running way, transit operators are able to run 
transit routes that provide a travel time advantage to 
potential passengers. This is a condition similar to the 
operation that may be provided with the implementation of 
a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision of fast and reliable 
transit service serves as an incentive for drivers to shift to 
transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The proposed design also includes a shared-use path that 
would expand the region’s trail network to support increased 
cycling and walking. 

201002.
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Individual 
Property 
& ROW 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : Follow up my previous comments. I hope 
you to relocate the pole of the power line from my backyard because 
the upcoming 495 Expansion heavily and badly affects to the quality of 
my life. I need the space to plan more trees to reduce the noice and 
pollution, and protect our privacy. 
495NextComments_Q03 : I am requesting to relocate the pole of the 
power line, and move the power line to underground in my backyard. 

Steven 
Zhou 

The project does not anticipate undergrounding utilities. If 
overhead utilities need to be relocated, they will be 
relocated as overhead lines and not as underground lines. 
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Dear VDOT, 
Is the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension still a viable project? It's 
time to take a second look, and consider alternatives. Here?s why: 
?       Traffic patterns have changed due to COVID-19, and will continue 
to change as workers and employers adjust to new ways of working 
and living. The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. 
?       Fairfax County?s One Fairfax policy calls for driving economic 
growth through equity. Express Lanes are inherently inequitable, 
serving those with the most wealth. People traveling in the regular 
lanes will not enjoy the privilege of significantly shorter drive times. Is 
it justifiable to spend a half billion dollars to reward only those who can 
afford the tolls? 
?       Transit options are lacking.  VDOT?s own goals include providing 
additional travel choices and improving travel reliability, which should 
include bus rapid transit and future rail capacity. Fairfax County?s 
comprehensive plan acknowledges that high-capacity transit is 
essential to the economic success of Tysons Urban Center. 
Please put the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension project on hold 
until a more robust analysis is performed. 
Sincerely, 

Mary 
O’Neill  
 

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-



19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Equity 
 
Data from transponder transactions on the existing express 
lanes system show that users are representative of the 
overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated socioeconomic 
characteristics. The Washington Post reported in 2018: 
“…most 495 and 95 express users are not affluent…. About 
60 percent of the frequent users said they have household 
incomes of less than $100,000…” Also, according to a 
Washington Post report, the average toll rates for Virginia’s 
managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are $5.40 and $8.45 per 
trip, respectively. Experience in Virginia on I-495 shows that 
82 percent of customers spend less than $20 a month and 85 
percent of trips were less than $12. On the Virginia I-95 
Express Lanes, 74 percent of customers spend less than $20 a 
month. 
In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 Express 
Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, vanpools and 
buses to provide faster and more reliable travel. As indicated 
in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to 
Chairman McKay, Virginia is committed to providing 
dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along the I-
495 corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures the 495 NEXT project, together with 
the existing 495 Express Lanes, will provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people. 



 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 

201002.
259 

Traffic The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495comments : TOTALLY OPPOSE: "The 495 NEXT Project involves 
extending the 495 Express Lanes by approximately three miles from 
the Dulles Toll Road interchange to the George Washington Memorial 

Carol 
Harrison 
 

The traffic analysis included a modeling process at multiple 
levels of detail. The results of the traffic analysis showed 
benefits to the region, drivers using the American Legion 
Bridge, drivers using the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway, and local roads and neighborhoods. The results also 



Parkway interchange in the vicinity of the American Legion Bridge to 
reduce congestion, improve safety and travel reliability, and provide 
additional travel choices. The project will involve a change in limited 
access control." 
It will certainly NOT "reduce congestion, improve safety and travel 
reliability." 
In fact, it will do just the opposite ! 
Maryland does not want it. STOP the 495 NEXT Project now ! 

indicated that fewer vehicles will cut through on local side 
streets and neighborhoods between Dulles Toll Road and the 
Parkway. 
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Dear VDOT 495 NEXT, 
I am concerned that VDOT is forging ahead with plans to widen the 
beltway based on pre-pandemic travel patterns and without truly 
looking at alternatives that would provide more sustainable travel 
options for the region. 
Traffic patterns have changed significantly due to the pandemic and 
will continue to shift as our economy reopens and our workforce 
adjusts to new ways of working and living. A recent study 
commissioned by the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
indicated there will be a long-term increase in telecommuting of 15% 
or more.  The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. 
Any effort to improve travel choices and reliability in this corridor must 
include a commitment to high capacity public transit, like affordable 
bus rapid transit and rail, that is connected with safe walking and 
biking options.  While we appreciate that VDOT included a parallel 
shared-use trail and bicycle and pedestrian improvements, the lack of 
transit is extremely shortsighted.  Fairfax County’s comprehensive plan 
acknowledges that high-capacity transit is essential to the economic 
success of the Tysons Urban Center. 
With the effects of climate change increasingly apparent, massive 
highway expansions like this proposal must be reevaluated. Transit and 
transit-oriented communities must be our first priority.  VDOT should 
put the project on hold, reassess their findings in light of pandemic-
induced changes in travel patterns—not to mention the accelerating 
pace of climate change and the critical, global need to _reduce_ 
driving, not expand it—and commit to providing enhanced transit in 
any project that moves forward. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 

J. I. 
Swiderski 
 

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 



traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 



201005.
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Support On behalf of the 2030 Group, an organization of regional business 
leaders promoting regionalism and the development of the Greater 
Washington Area economy, we are whole heartedly supporting this 
extension of I-495 Express Lanes to the George Washington Parkway. 
If our region is to attract and retain the highly skilled and talented 
workforce we know we must have to be competitive, then investments 
in important transportation infrastructure such as this must be made. 

Bob 
Buchanan 
 
2030 
Group 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : Transit, biking and walking are essential to 
reducing congestion and traffic-related greenhouse gas emissions, 
fostering economic growth, providing sustainable travel options for 
everyone, and fulfilling Fairfax County’s Comprehensive Plan and 
forthcoming Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action Plan 
(CECAP). While I appreciate inclusion of the parallel bicycle and 
pedestrian trail, the lack of transit in VDOT’s I-495 Northern Extension 
is shortsighted, ignores the ongoing process to identify transit options 
through the I-495/American Legion Bridge Transit Study/TDM study, 
and will undermine environmental and economic sustainability of our 
region. The project’s rationale is overwhelmingly weighted toward one 
travel mode, private vehicles, and toward a narrow set of metrics 
measuring Level of Service for vehicles. Considering that nearly half of 
Northern Virginia’s greenhouse gas emissions are produced by 
transportation, it is imperative to include strategies such as bus rapid 
transit (BRT), rail, and bicycle/pedestrian connections in the region’s 
transportation planning, while coordinating transportation plans with 
transit-oriented development goals. 

David 
Corsar 

The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Support To whom it may concern: 
The Dulles Area Transportation Association (DATA) has been an 
advocate of improving sustainable mobility options in the Northern 
Virginia region for over 30 years.  Our interests in assisting employers, 
employees and residents of the Reston/Dulles Technology Corridor in 
finding transportation solutions has been unwavering, and we continue 
to support new and innovative transportation projects as they are 
proposed in our region.  The I-495 Express Lane Northern Extension 
Project is one of many solutions that we support and hope to see this 
through to fruition. 
As the most recent State of the Commute Survey (2019) indicates, 
almost 50% of express lane use in our region is on I-495 and that users 
of these lanes indicated an average time savings of almost 20 minutes 
per commute.  More than 1 in 4 of the express lane users indicated 
that the establishment of these lanes influenced them to form a van or 
car pool.  With over 75% of the workers (well above the region’s 
average of 56%) in Reston area relying upon driving alone to work, 
DATA believes that the development of the I-495 Express Lane 
northern Extension project will promote the formation and further use 
of carpooling in the Reston/Dulles corridor.  And with Virginia being 
home to over 70% of the jobs in the greater Washington metro area, 
providing better access to areas like the Dulles/Reston Technology 
Corridor is essential for the region’s continued economic growth. 
DATA will continue to support sustainable mobility options in our 
service area and we believe the I-495 Express Lane Northern Extension 
project further enhances the region’s ability to move more commuters 
in less vehicles.  Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on this 
important project. 
Regards, 

Doug 
Pickford 
 
Dulles Area 
Transporta
tion 
Association 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Susan and Officials… 
Residents cannot find PUBLISHED VDOT Notices for 495NEXT “Hearing” 
Tonite at 7:00p.m. ! 
Washington Post is Checking on this now. 
WTOP knew nothing about “Hearing” tonite when I called before noon 
! 
Most Regional Residents are NOT Aware of “Hearing” tonite !   Is this 
Right…proper Transparency and Proper public process ? 
Isn’t a 14 day Minimum REQUIRED for Published Newspaper Notices ? 
URGENT…Please list Newspaper Publications and Dates 495NEXT VDOT 
Notice for “Hearing”  ASAP !  Copy all on cc list above ASAP 

April 
Georgelas 

Promotion of the public hearings held on October 5 and 8, 
2020, exceeded guidelines in the VDOT public involvement 
policy manual and involved newspaper advertising, notices 
to agencies/government officials, email outreach, social 
media, press releases, paid advertising on Facebook and 
Instagram, and more than 9,000 postcards mailed to 
residences and businesses in the corridor. 
Ads were placed in the following print publications on the 
dates indicated below to notify the public in advance of the 
public hearings. 

Publications Dates 
Connection – Fairfax County North 
edition (publishes Wednesdays) 

9/2, 9/16 



Washington Post – VA Local Living 
(Thursdays) 

9/3, 9/17 

El Tiempo Latino (Fridays) 9/4, 9/18 
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Support Attached please find comments from Sen Dick Saslaw regarding the 
495 Next Project. 
------------------------------------ 
To Whom It May Concern: 
  Northern Virginia is home to nearly 30% of the population in 
the Commonwealth.  Economic opportunity coupled with its proximity 
to DC have brought exponential growth as well as major congestion to 
the region.  Enhancing our transportation infrastructure is essential to 
both our quality of life and the ability to move people and goods in the 
most efficient manner.  The 495 NEXT Project will do just that.  This 
project will provide much needed improvements within the I-495 and 
Potomac River transportation corridor.   
Extending the Express Lanes from Tyson’s Corner to the GW Memorial 
Parkway near the American Legion Bridge is long overdue.   Reducing 
the average commute, providing alternative transit options for daily 
travelers and minimizing the number of accidents is a major goal for 
the 495 Next Project.  I believe this is achievable.    
Virginia has the opportunity to constructively advance its 
transportation network.   The benefits from 495 Next Project include 
economic growth, bike and pedestrian options as well as eliminating 
neighborhood cut through traffic.   This clearly is a win/win for the 
region and the Commonwealth.   I urge you to move this project 
forward in a timely manner.    
Sincerely, 

RICHARD L. 
SASLAW 
 
Majority 
Leader 
35th 
Senatorial 
District 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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URGENT:   14 Day Minimum Newspaper PUBLISHED Notice REQUIRED 
for a “Hearing"….Where are Notices ?  When published ?  VDOT should 
have easily accessible file.  Please SEND ASAP ! 
 Wash Post searching….WTOP uninformed before noon today. 
Is RUSHED “Hearing” Proper Legal Procedure ?  
Region Residents NOT Adequately Notified of “Rush” Sham “Hearing” !  
STOP this Inappropriate Sham “Hearing” Now ! 
Region Residents DENIED Public Meetings since May 20, 2019…DENIED 
Plan Change Info….DENIED Proper& Adequate  EA Traffic Studies…… 
Region Residents are DENIED Transparency and Proper Public Process ! 
Is Rushed Sham “Hearing” because financially fragile Transurban is 
Desperate to Sign Contract ? 
Are Taxpayers are being Sacrificed for Transurban ?!  
So Many Questions about So Many Things Wrong with 495NEXT ! 
Taxpayers Deserve Answers and PUBLIC MEETINGS….BEFORE a 
RUSHED Inappropriate Sham “Hearing” !!! 
Pause…and Research…Stop “Hearing “ ! 

April 
Georgelas 

As indicated in response to comment #201005.264, 
promotion of the public hearings held on October 5 and 8, 
2020, exceeded guidelines in the VDOT public involvement 
policy manual and involved newspaper advertising, notices 
to agencies/government officials, email outreach, social 
media, press releases, paid advertising on Facebook and 
Instagram, and more than 9,000 postcards mailed to 
residences and businesses in the corridor. 
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Transit The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495comments : please invest in mass transit - which is better for the 
environment, the quality of our lives and will reduce traffic - none of 
these things will be accomplished by favoring more automobile traffic 
and building more lanes . 

Jose de 
Arteaga 

The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 



Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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How MANY Public Meetings are REQUIRED for 495NEXT ?    
66 widening had 300 Required Meetings...495NEXT has held ONE on 
May 20, 20109 ! 
** Project Idea presented 2018…75 attending, half were VDOT people 
** May 20, 2019……VDOT Community 495NEXT Information 
Meeting….Only Meeting with Limited Attendance due to Limited 
Advertising !  ** Major PLAN CHANGES AFTER this Meeting ! 
** Fall 2019 ………… Information Meeting CANCELLED by VDOT 
** NO REQUESTED Public Information Meetings Held  to Explain Major 
Plan Changes…Changes were NOT Announced or Explained to Public 
** March 12, 2020 “Hearing”…..Postponed due to COVID and Lack of 
EA Studies Information** Oct. 5, 2020 …”RUSHED” Inappropriate 
“Hearing” ! (2 spur of the moment VDOT ”Sessions” on Sept. 28 & 30th 
are NOT Public Information Meetings…Plan Changes Remain 
UNEXPLAINED.   REQUESTED & REQUIRED EA Visual Impact Analysis 
were NOT DONE as of Oct. 2, 202…last Friday !  No Opportunity for 
PUBLIC REVIEW !) 

April 
Georgelas 

VDOT has held three public meetings, two question and 
answer sessions for the general public, two public hearings, 
23 meetings with elected officials, 109 meetings with 
stakeholders and agencies, 22 meetings with homeowners 
and business associations, and 22 one-on-one meetings with 
property owners. Prior to public involvement meetings, 
VDOT advertised the meetings in local newspapers, as well as 
on social media, and project notification postcards were sent 
out in the mail to over eight thousand households in Fairfax 
County, as well as to citizens via mass e-mail distributions. 
The Public Hearings held on October 5 and 8, 2020, provided 
both in-person, as well as virtual opportunities for the public 
to engage in the process. Prior to the Public Hearings, VDOT 
held two Public Information Meetings / Question-&-Answer 
Sessions virtually with the public. In addition, the materials 
have been available online and in hard copy in several 
locations since February 2020, and the project team has 
been available for questions and comments via phone 
throughout the planning and design process. VDOT has been 
proactive in its engagement with the public through 
meetings, as described above, with numerous local citizen 
groups and residential organizations. VDOT is continuing to 
meet with HOAs on a regular basis to provide updates and 
provide opportunities for additional input and dialogue. 
Additionally, VDOT is committed to continuing to engage 
with the community through the final design and 
construction phases. These public involvement opportunities 
exceed both FHWA and VDOT policy for this type of NEPA 
study. 
 
The initial plans presented at the May 20, 2019, Public 
Information Meeting were refined and used as the Build 



alternative that was assessed in the EA. At the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway, the only modification of 
note was that the alignment of the proposed ramp from the 
northbound I-495 Express Lanes to the eastbound GWMP 
was shifted slightly to the south in response to coordination 
with the National Park Service regarding the location of the 
ramp tie-in at their park boundary. The interchange has the 
same number of proposed ramps and the same 
configuration. In addition, the Live Oak Drive bridge over I-
495 was shifted slightly to the north to reduce impacts based 
on discussions with nearby stakeholders.   
 
Project visualizations along the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway were included with the materials posted 
online and available at community locations ahead of the 
planned March 12, 2020, public hearing. Additional 
visualizations around the Dulles Toll Road and George 
Washington Memorial Parkway interchanges have since been 
posted.  
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Support Dear Mrs. Campbell: 
On behalf of the Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance, please find 
attached a letter sharing our strong support for the 495 NEXT Project, 
which is vital to the future transportation needs of our region. I looking 
forward to commenting as a part of the virtual public hearing this 
evening. 
------------------------------------- 
Dear Mr. Lerner: 
On behalf of the Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance’s members 
and Board of Directors, I am writing today to express our strong 
support for the I-495 NEXT project. This project is critical to Northern 
Virginia’s transportation future. In addition to expanding travel 
capacity, creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at one 
of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an 
integrated express lanes network – one of this area’s top long-range 
transportation priorities. The Transportation Planning Board’s regional 
express lanes network’s performance analysis concluded that 
congestion managed lanes provide the greatest increase in regional 
transportation network reliability. The TPB then endorsed inclusion of 
the express lanes network in the region’s long-range transportation 
plan – Visualize 2045. Furthermore, the 495 NEXT Project will 
dramatically reduce congestion and delays for both managed lane 
users and the general-purpose lanes compared to the No Build option. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network helps all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. HOT Lanes incentivize more 

Jason 
Stanford 
 
Northern 
Virginia 
Transporta
tion 
Alliance 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


carpooling and transit ridership by dramatically increasing the 
reliability of both modes for free. To maximize this advantage, VDOT 
and MDOT are already studying bus rapid transit improvements using 
the new lanes. Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will 
connect to local trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian 
travel. At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the 
economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% 
privately funded project will create thousands of new jobs and inject 
hundreds of millions of new dollars into our economy. Now is the time 
to move forward with this regionally significant project that will benefit 
our transportation network, economy, and community for many years 
to come. 
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Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : It doesn't seem like a viable long-term 
solution to increase capacity only leading up to the American Legion 
Bridge, which will continue to be a bottleneck. We're seeing now that 
telecommuting is a viable option for many office workers, and we 
should invest heavily in encouraging that and better transit service, 
rather than pouring more public money into a project that will bring 
only partial benefits to a small number of local residents. 

Kira 
Marchenes
e 

Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 



 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Bike/Ped There appears to be too little information regarding the development 
of the path outside of the barrier sound wall that would run along its 
length. My concern is over its impact on the surrounding residential 
properties, Specifically: 
-- how wide will this path be? 
--will be path be dirt, concrete, asphalt? 
--will it run along against the sound wall before landscaping, or on the 
other side of landscaping? The latter makes the depth of the 
landscaping and therefore may make the intrusion of the path itself 
into the surrounding neighborhoods an issue. 
--how will the pathway be maintained? Who is responsible and how 
will those responsibilities be handled? 
--what studies have been made on the degree to which the pathway 
will be used? 
--how will public parking access for use of these pathways be 
regulated? 
--will any parts of the pathway be lighted; and will there be a “parks” 
curfew of its use? 
Thank you for your consideration of these issues. 

George 
Jones 

The proposed shared use path will be 10 foot wide. The path 
will be paved with asphalt from Lewinsville Road to Live Oak 
Drive. North of Live Oak Drive the path will be gravel and will 
be paved in the future by a future project. The path will run 
adjacent to noise barrier with a goal of minimizing impacts to 
existing landscaping to the extent possible. 
 
No dedicated lighting for the path is currently proposed. 
 
VDOT is responsible for the maintenance of the shared-
use path. 
 
A specific study of utilization of the shared-use path was 
not conducted. The path is being constructed to be in 
conformance with the facilities shown in the Fairfax 
County Comprehensive Plan. 
 
The project will not introduce any restrictions to public 
parking on public streets. If in the future neighborhoods 
begin to experience parking problems as a result of the 
provision of the path, these communities will be able to 
request from Fairfax County the implementation of a 
residential parking program. 
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Environm
ental 

The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495comments : Comments on the I-495 NEXT project 
Flint Webb, PE, Environment Committee Co-chair for the Fairfax 
County Federation of Citizens Associations and Environment Chair for 
the Providence District Council, but todays comments are my own. I 
live at 8308 Westchester Drive, Vienna, VA 22182. My e-mail is 
(FHWebb@aol.com). 
I have two basic concerns about this project: 
1. With so many of our streams suffering from insufficient retention 
and with increased rainfall due to climate change, I am concerned that 
only providing storm water retention for the additional impervious 
surfaces of the project is not sufficient. 

Flint Webb, 
PE 
 

Stormwater  
 
I-495 NEXT is required to comply with the administration, 
implementation, and enforcement of the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Act through permits issued by a 
Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) 
authority. In accordance with the Virginia Administrative 
Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater management 
infrastructure would be provided to address runoff from 
new impervious surfaces.  Water quality best management 
practices (BMP) would mitigate the nutrient impact from 
the new impervious surfaces. Water quantity would be 
addressed through the implementation of stormwater 
management facilities, adequate outfall, and channel and 



2. The project did not address hazardous air pollutant (HAP) impacts to 
the residential neighborhoods surrounding the project. I recognize that 
this is a deficiency of NEPA but would point out that The Clean Air Act 
section 112(c)(3) recognizes the requirement to evaluate Urban HAPs. 

flood protection requirements. Stormwater management 
facilities would be designed to address runoff capacity and 
velocity, and receiving waters would be analyzed for 
outfall adequacy. 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity for 
the existing impervious area within the limits of 
disturbance are not required in accordance with I-495 
NEXT’s specific project requirements as outlined in 
9VAC25-870. Runoff for the existing impervious surface is 
being addressed through VDOT’s Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4). 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options 
to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
(VDEQ) to provide a holistic view of impacts to the 
surrounding properties should the project meet County 
requirements. VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that 
the impact to residences and loss of natural habitat were 
too great to follow more stringent regulations. This 
documentation has also been shared with Fairfax County. 
The current SWM approach for the I-495 NEXT project 
satisfies the requirements to the maximum extent 
practicable with the application of both onsite SWM 
facilities and nutrient credits. This approach was confirmed 
after 18 months of coordination between VDEQ, VDOT and 
Fairfax County to identify a balanced solution. 
 
Air Quality 
 
The EPA’s Control of Hazardous Air Pollutants from Mobile 
Sources lists hazardous air pollutants. A quantitative mobile 
source air toxic (MSAT) analysis was conducted for the I-
495 NEXT project to assess the potential air quality impacts 
of the project, document the findings of the analysis, and 
make the findings available for review by the public  and 
decision-makers. The MSAT analysis can be found within 
the I‐495 NEXT Air Quality Technical Report (February 
2020), located on the project website 
. 

201005.
273 

Individual 
Property 
& ROW 

Hi , 
I was wondering if demolish any house or take a peace of property  at 
Live Oak Drive ? 

Hossein 
Arvand  

The project will not demolish any houses on Live Oak Drive. 
Based on the preliminary plans, there would not be a need to 
acquire fee simple right-of-way from any properties along 
Live Oak Drive. It is anticipated that slivers of permanent 
easements will need to be acquired to implement the project. 
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Multiple 
Topics 

Hi 
i have a few questions, I was wondering any of properties that are 
located at end of live oak drive like  my property which  is located at 
[ADDRESS REMOVED] will get effected or lose any land? Is there going 
to be any new sound barriers at end of Live Oak Drive? On 10/05/20  
presentation they  mentioned that 59 properties are getting effected 
by this project , Did you already notified the owners ? Is there a phone 
number that we can call and ask these questions ? My Contact number 
is [NUMBER REMOVED]. 

Hossein 
Arvand  
 

Noise 
 
[ADDRESS REMOVED] is located outside of the noise study 
limits for this project, therefore it was not included as part of 
the preliminary noise analysis. Per VDOT’s Noise Guidance 
Manual, the noise study area is the area within 500 feet from 
the proposed edge of pavement of the roadway 
improvements. The noise study completed by VDOT includes 
noise sensitive sites west of Rivercrest Drive, as they fall 
within 500 feet of the northern terminus of the project at the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway. Based on current 
plans, noise sensitive sites east of Rivercrest Drive would fall 
under Maryland’s project, which currently extends into 
Virginia to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. As 
such, these land uses would be evaluated under Maryland’s 
noise analysis. 
 
Notifications to Property Owners 
 
We did notify the property owners. If you have any 
additional questions, please contact the project manager Abi 
Lerner at 703-259-3345. 
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Support To Whom It May Concern: 
Please see attached letter in support of the 495 Express Lane 
extension. 
---------------------------------- 
To Whom It May Concern: 
Each day thousands of residents are stuck in traffic at the northern end 
of the Capital Beltway. This results in cut-through traffic in local 
communities with commuters seeking to bypass congestion by using 
local roads. The 495 NEXT Project, funded at no cost to taxpayers, will 
extend the 495 Express Lanes to connect with the Dulles Toll Road and 
the George Washington Memorial Parkway. This will relieve congestion 
on I-495 near the American Legion Bridge and significantly reduce cut-
through traffic. This area faces one of the most serious congestion 
challenges in our area. The 495 Project will not only improve safety, it 
will set the stage for future connections to Maryland’s Traffic Relief 
Plan. This project is projected to create thousands of jobs and billions 
of dollars in economic activity for the region during the construction 
phase. Our region’s existing Express Lanes network has provided 
residents with a reliable and efficient transportation option. It is 
important to move the 495 NEXT Project ahead to continue this 
progress. I urge that the project be approved without delay. 

Scott 
Darling  

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

Dear VDOT 495 NEXT, 
Why is VDOT forging ahead with plans to widen the beltway based on 
pre-pandemic travel patterns and without truly looking at alternatives 
that would provide more sustainable travel options for the region? 
With the effects of climate change increasingly apparent, massive 
highway expansions like this proposal must be reevaluated. Transit and 
transit-oriented communities must be our first priority.  VDOT should 
put the project on hold, reassess their findings in light of pandemic-
induced changes in travel patterns, and commit to providing enhanced 
transit in any project that moves forward. Traffic patterns have 
changed significantly due to the pandemic and will continue to shift as 
our economy reopens and our workforce adjusts to new ways of 
working and living. A recent study commissioned by the Northern 
Virginia Transportation Authority indicated there will be a long-term 
increase in telecommuting of 15% or more.  The previous needs 
assessment may no longer be valid. Any effort to improve travel 
choices and reliability in this corridor must include a commitment to 
high capacity public transit, like affordable bus rapid transit and rail, 
that is connected with safe walking and biking options.  While we 
appreciate that VDOT included a parallel shared-use trail and bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements, the lack of transit is extremely 
shortsighted.  Fairfax County’s comprehensive plan acknowledges that 
high-capacity transit is essential to the economic success of the Tysons 
Urban Center. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Marian 
Goldberg 

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 



vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Support Secretary Valentine, 
495 NEXT will extend existing Express Lanes in one of the most 
trafficked and congested corridors in the state: from the Dulles Toll 
Road to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. By extending 
Express Lanes, 495 NEXT will significantly reduce commute times, 
decrease the average number of accidents per day, and provide 
additional transit options in Northern Virginia. Please see the attached 
letter and give me a call if you would like to discuss.  Sincerely, 
---------------------------------------------- 
As the Chairman of Senate Transportation and a legislator from 
Northern Virginia, I write this letter to urge the Commonwealth to 

Senator 
Dave 
Marsden 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



advance the “495 NEXT Project”, a project that will dramatically reduce 
congestion and improve safety on I-495 near the American Legion 
Bridge. 495 NEXT will extend existing Express Lanes in one of the most 
trafficked and congested corridors in the state: from the Dulles Toll 
Road to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. By extending 
Express Lanes, 495 NEXT will significantly reduce commute times, 
decrease the average number of accidents per day, and provide 
additional transit options. In addition to roadway improvements, the 
495 NEXT Project offers clear economic incentives. As a privately 
funded project, 495 NEXT will not only cost nothing to Virginia 
taxpayers, but also generate thousands of new jobs and millions in 
economic activity for the Commonwealth. This project also establishes 
the groundwork for the Capital Beltway Accord. I encourage 
expeditious approval of the 495 NEXT project. It undoubtedly advances 
Virginia’s multimodal network and strengthens Virginia’s position as a 
transportation leader. I appreciate your consideration. Thank you, 
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Multiple 
Topics 

I support the proposed I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Project 
with changes. 
Environmental Assessment Comments 
I have several concerns about the Environmental Assessment. 
1)         As a resident of the Gates of McLean, I do not believe the noise 
analysis was appropriately conducted—the data is old and not accurate 
for the current environment.  The Tech Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf) already 
acknowledges that the Gates of McLean (CNE Q) will be impacted, but I 
argue that the impact will be even more drastic than reported (PDF pg 
49). The noise assessment was conducted in October 2018 (PDF pg 8).  
However, since then, the area has drastically changed and continues to 
change.  The Capital One Headquarters is complete, the Wegmans is 
days away from opening, and over the next few months the area will 
become louder and more vibrant as things like rooftop bars and parks 
are added to Tysons East.  If you look at PDF page 13 of the Technical 
Report Appendices 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_8a_preliminary_noise_tech_report_appendices_final.pdf), 
you will see on the righthand side that the huge drainage lake is 
present in the aerial photo.  That is no longer there it is currently a 
large multi-story building that will be home to a rooftop bar.  The noise 
assessment was conducted under quieter conditions that do not reflect 
the current and near-future realities of the area. Because of the 
impending increased noise, I believe supplementary assessment needs 
to be conducted, or more sound-proofing is needed.  Conifer trees 

Donald 
Garrett 

Noise 
 
A preliminary noise study was completed in February 2020 
as part of the environmental document following VDOT 
Noise Policy and Guidance. Although as referenced 
existing conditions were evaluated for the year 2018 to aid 
in determining where impacts are warranted, note that all 
noise barrier evaluations are based on the anticipated 
peak-hour noise levels in 2045 as determined by using the 
FHWA noise model, TNM 2.5. The analysis also used 
anticipated 2045 traffic coupled with updated socio-
economic data accounting for the anticipated growth in 
the area. 
 
Also note that a final design noise study will be completed 
during the detailed design phase of this project following 
VDOT Noise Policy and Guidance, and this is currently 
planned for completion in late 2021 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
The Limits of Disturbance shown on the map represent the 
maximum potential area that will be impacted by work. The 
project team will work to minimize these impacts to the 
extent possible.  
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8a_preliminary_noise_tech_report_appendices_final.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8a_preliminary_noise_tech_report_appendices_final.pdf


should be added around barriers 12A2 and 12A2, and something needs 
to reinforce Barrier 2P (and perhaps beyond). 
2)         As a resident of the Gates of McLean, I have an issue with the 
proposed Limit of Disturbance that intersects with Scotts Crossing 
Drive 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim102020/projec
t_next_-_ph_boards_2020-10-02.pdf, PDF pg 1).  The LOD should not 
come into the right side of Scotts Crossing Drive above the Gates of 
McLean because that is some of the small amount of greenspace that 
we have in our neighborhood.  Construction equipment should not be 
stored there because it will impact the residents’ ability to go for a 
walk and enjoy the greenery.  
Proposed Design Comments 
There needs to be greater pedestrian access at the south end of the 
project. Warm regards, 

The I-495 NEXT Project does not include any work in the 
vicinity of the Gates of McLean.  
 
It is not anticipated that the contractor will be storing 
equipment in the vicinity of the Gates of McLean. 
 
The project includes the construction of a shared-use path 
from Live Oak Drive to Lewinsville Road. There is an existing 
shared-use path at Lewinsville Road that can be used by the 
shared-use path users to reach points south of Lewinsville 
Road. 
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Support Secretary Valentine: 
Good afternoon. 
I work with Former Governor Terry McAuliffe. He asked that I send you 
the attached letter. Dear Secretary Valentine: 
---------------------------------------- 
I write in support of the 495 NEXT Project. The 495 NEXT Project builds 
on the public-private transportation successes achieved during my 
Administration. These include the FredEx project that is extending the 
95 Express Lanes ten miles south towards Fredericksburg and the 395 
Express Lanes project that extended the 95 Express Lanes for eight 
miles north to the D.C. line. These projects resulted from a 
transformed procurement process for public-private transportation 
projects that I demanded in the wake of the inexcusable waste of more 
than $300 million of public funds in the U.S. Route 460 project that was 
never built because Virginia negotiated a poor contract. Because of the 
major improvements my Administration made to the P3 procurement 
process, the 495 NEXT Project will be completed with no public funds, 
like other projects my Administration negotiated. It will provide 
additional travel choices and extend the reliable, uninterrupted travel 
that is currently being realized on the existing 495 and 95 Express 
Lanes network in Northern Virginia. As a resident of McLean in a 
neighborhood near I-495 in Northern Virginia, I am very aware of the 
great need for the congestion relief that the 495 NEXT Project will 
provide. As congestion on I-495 develops near the American Legion 
Bridge, travelers look for alternate routes that disrupt local traffic 
patterns in the surrounding Virginia neighborhoods. This project will 
directly benefit neighborhoods in McLean by decreasing the amount of 
cut-through traffic. Beyond improving one of the region’s most 
important transportation corridors, the 495 NEXT Project will generate 

Former 
Governor 
Terry 
McAuliffe 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim102020/project_next_-_ph_boards_2020-10-02.pdf
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substantial economic development. This project will not only create 
over six thousand new jobs, but also produce millions in economic 
activity throughout the construction process. As a privately funded 
project without taxpayer contributions, 495 NEXT offers meaningful 
economic stimulus to the Commonwealth. I urge you to approve the 
495 NEXT Project. 
Thank you. 
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Bike/Ped Dear Sir or Madam:   
I am writing on behalf of the Fairfax Alliance for Better Bicycling (FABB) 
to voice our support for the 495 Northern Extension Study’s proposed 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Should this project overcome the 
many reservations raised at the 5 October 2020 virtual public meeting, 
we believe that the planned shared-use path to be built behind the 
noise wall along the three-mile corridor will provide valuable 
connections among numerous communities in the area and with the 
developing “downtown” of the city of Tysons.  
To give users confidence that the shared-use path will safely and 
reliably connect to desired destinations, FABB recommends that the 
following steps be included in the plans:  
Even though it will be behind the sound wall, the path should be grade-
separated from the highway.  
The bike facilities at the Georgetown Pike intersection appear well 
planned but upgraded signals and signage will be essential to alert 
motorists and control the traffic flow to reduce threats to path user 
safety. 
Similarly, the path entrances/exits at Georgetown Pike and Old 
Dominion Drive need adequate signage to alert motorists to the 
presence of walkers and riders. The Georgetown Pike intersection is 
notorious for unsafe motorist behavior.  
The segments of shared use paths to be added along Old Georgetown 
Pike and Old Dominion Drive appear adequate to provide future 
connections but, because bicycle facilities are less expensive when they 
are integrated into larger projects at the time of initial construction, 
these segments would encourage more usage if they were extended 
farther in each direction. 
Adequate wayfinding signage should be included to get riders and 
pedestrians from the shared-use path to Lewinsville Road and into 
Tysons from either the Route 123 side path or from Spring Hill Road. 
Given our experience with the I-66 Outside the Beltway Project, we 
recommend that the final documents include provisions that 
Transurban will guarantee that the path will be installed regardless of 
price increases and cost overruns on other parts of the project.  
We greatly appreciate all of VDOT’s work on this project and on the 
development of the shared use path. 

Steven R. 
Ward 
 
Fairfax 
Alliance for 
Better 
Bicycling 

The path will indeed provide valuable connections to 
numerous communities in the area. 
 
Upgraded signals and signage will be provided at the 
Georgetown Pike interchange. 
 
In conjunction with the construction of the shared-use path, 
VDOT will coordinate with Fairfax County the provision of 
adequate wayfinding signs. 
 
The shared-use path is an integral part of the project. It will 
be constructed regardless of price increases or cost overruns 
on other parts of the project. 
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Multiple 
Topics 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : The Environmental Assessment did not look 
at options for mass transit and reserving space for lite and heavy rail. 
Allowing a for profit company to build and operate a toll road will not 
provide low cost transportation options. Do not rush into a project that 
will give away the future of Virginia drivers. 
495NextComments_Q03 : When bridges are rebuilt, please include 
shared use paths on both travel directions. The lanes will cost less to 
build at this time than having to add lanes at a later time. 

Howard 
Albers 

P3 Projects and Tolling 
 
The express lanes would be free to any users who choose to 
carpool. They are also free for buses. In addition, transponder 
data from the 495 Express Lanes shows that users from a 
diverse socioeconomic background use the lanes, based on 
census tract information. Drivers who do not wish to pay a 
toll may choose to ride in the regular lanes for free. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 



high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
 
Shared-Use Paths 
 
The new Georgetown Pike Bridge design includes a shared-
use path on one side and a sidewalk on the other side. The 
Old Dominion Drive Bridge design includes a shared-use path 
on one side but the bridge structure would be designed to 
not preclude a future widening to add a shared-use path on 
the other side. The Live Oak Bridge design includes a 
sidewalk on one side.  
 
Bike 
 
The new Georgetown Pike bridge will include pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities on both sides of the bridge. 
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Support Given the frequent and intense congestion on I-495, I write to express 
my support for the 495 NEXT Project. While the existing Express Lanes 
end in Tyson’s Corner, the new Express Lanes will reach the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway and the American Legion Bridge. This 
project offers clear benefits that will undoubtedly improve one of the 
most congested corridors in Northern Virginia. 
As a vital part of Northern Virginia’s transportation network, I-495 has 
heavy traffic and frequent accidents. 495 NEXT will not only 
significantly reduce congestion and commute times, but also improve 
safety. By alleviating congestion, this project will resolve cut-through 
traffic in local neighborhoods, provide faster travel, and increase 
reliability. 
The 495 NEXT Project serves as a critical regional step towards the 
Capital Beltway Accord which would rebuild the American Legion 
Bridge and extend the Express Lanes into Maryland. As a privately 
funded project with no public subsidy, 495 NEXT also delivers 
economic stimulus. Through construction, this project will produce 
millions in economic activity and create thousands of new jobs. 
I encourage the Commonwealth to advance and support the 495 NEXT 
Project. Thank you for your consideration. 
Best, 

Bob Jones Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 

Mr. Danny 
Funderburk 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. Now is the time to move 
forward with this regionally significant project that will benefit our 
transportation network, economy, and community for many years to 
come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Mr. Roy 
Beckner 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 

Mr. 
Lawrence 
Gordon 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201006.
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Multiple 
Topics 

To VDOT: 
I only support the proposed bicycle and pedestrian facilities outlined in 
the 495 Express Lane project. Wouldn't it be something if a state 
transportation agency built something for bicycles and pedestrians, 
and not primarily cars?  
If VDOT moves forward with constructing anything, VDOT must follow 
the directions of their own Bicycle Master Plan which directs, 
“transportation agencies and local communities should go beyond 
minimum design standards and requirements to create safe, attractive, 
sustainable, accessible, and convenient bicycling and walking 
networks.” 
Other than the bike/ped facilities, this is merely a highway-widening 
project, which I strongly oppose. The project does not show how it will 
adequately fund transit or provide details on how vehicle miles 
traveled will be reduced. 
The planned shared-used path to be built behind the noise wall along 
the three-mile corridor between Tysons and the American Legion 
Bridge should be constructed regardless of the final decision on the 
projected express lanes. The path’s addition would link numerous 
communities in the area with the developing “downtown” of the city of 
Tysons. 

Alexis 
Glenn 

Shared-Use Path 
 
The multimodal path would be built to be in compliance with 
the Fairfax County comprehensive plan. Shared-use paths are 
an integral part of a multimodal transportation system and 
this portion of trail would help extend the Fairfax County trail 
network. The path will have a 10-foot minimum pavement 
width standard. This helps ensure the safety of pedestrians 
and bicyclist using the shared-use path.  
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 



 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 

201006.
287 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 

Ms. Shelby 
Gordon 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Mr. Jason 
Stanford 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Mr. Wayne 
Ma 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. This project is critical to Northern 
Virginia’s transportation future. In addition to expanding travel 
capacity, creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at one 
of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an 
integrated express lanes network – one of this area’s top long-range 
transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Ms. Shelby 
Gordon  

Support  -- DUPLICATE W/ 201006.287 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. I drive this route from Tysons to 
Bethesda every evening.  It is critical we make this project a reality to 
allow people the options to speed their commutes. 
I urge the Commonwealth to move forward with this solution. 
Sincerely,Now is the time to move forward with this regionally 
significant project that will benefit our transportation network, 
economy, and community for many years to come. 

Mr. Jim 
Lamb 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. This project is critical to Northern 
Virginia’s transportation future. In addition to expanding travel 
capacity, creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at one 
of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an 
integrated express lanes network – one of this area’s top long-range 
transportation priorities. 

Mr. Charles 
Henegar 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. This project is critical to Northern 
Virginia’s transportation future. In addition to expanding travel 
capacity, creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at one 
of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an 
integrated express lanes network – one of this area’s top long-range 
transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Mr. Charles 
Kapur 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. This project is critical to Northern 
Virginia’s transportation future. In addition to expanding travel 
capacity, creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at one 
of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an 
integrated express lanes network – one of this area’s top long-range 
transportation priorities. 

Ms. Nancy 
Broyhill 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

Dear VDOT, 
Is the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension still a viable project? It's 
time to take a second look, and consider alternatives. Here?s why: 
?       Traffic patterns have changed due to COVID-19, and will continue 
to change as workers and employers adjust to new ways of working 
and living. The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. 
?       Fairfax County?s One Fairfax policy calls for driving economic 
growth through equity. Express Lanes are inherently inequitable, 
serving those with the most wealth. People traveling in the regular 
lanes will not enjoy the privilege of significantly shorter drive times. Is 
it justifiable to spend a half billion dollars to reward only those who can 
afford the tolls? 
?       Transit options are lacking.  VDOT?s own goals include providing 
additional travel choices and improving travel reliability, which should 
include bus rapid transit and future rail capacity. Fairfax County?s 
comprehensive plan acknowledges that high-capacity transit is 
essential to the economic success of Tysons Urban Center. 
Please put the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension project on hold 
until a more robust analysis is performed. Sincerely, 

Ralf 
Wheeler  

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 



operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Equity 
 
Data from transponder transactions on the existing express 
lanes system show that users are representative of the 
overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated socioeconomic 
characteristics. The Washington Post reported in 2018: 
“…most 495 and 95 express users are not affluent…. About 
60 percent of the frequent users said they have household 
incomes of less than $100,000…” Also, according to a 
Washington Post report, the average toll rates for Virginia’s 
managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are $5.40 and $8.45 per 
trip, respectively. Experience in Virginia on I-495 shows that 
82 percent of customers spend less than $20 a month and 85 
percent of trips were less than $12. On the Virginia I-95 
Express Lanes, 74 percent of customers spend less than $20 a 
month. 
 
In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 Express 
Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, vanpools and 
buses to provide faster and more reliable travel. As indicated 
in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to 
Chairman McKay, Virginia is committed to providing 
dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along the I-
495 corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures the 495 NEXT project, together with 
the existing 495 Express Lanes, will provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 



vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. This project is critical to Northern 
Virginia’s transportation future. In addition to expanding travel 
capacity, creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at one 
of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an 
integrated express lanes network – one of this area’s top long-range 
transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 

Mr. 
Sherman 
Patrick 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Secretary Valentine, 
495 NEXT will extend existing Express Lanes in one of the most 
trafficked and congested corridors in the state: from the Dulles Toll 
Road to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. By extending 
Express Lanes, 495 NEXT will significantly reduce commute times, 
decrease the average number of accidents per day, and provide 
additional transit options in Northern Virginia. Please see the attached 
letter and give me a call if you would like to discuss. 
------------------------------------------- 
As the Chairman of Senate Transportation and a legislator from 
Northern Virginia, I write this letter to urge the Commonwealth to 
advance the “495 NEXT Project”, a project that will dramatically reduce 
congestion and improve safety on I-495 near the American Legion 
Bridge. 495 NEXT will extend existing Express Lanes in one of the most 
trafficked and congested corridors in the state: from the Dulles Toll 
Road to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. By extending 
Express Lanes, 495 NEXT will significantly reduce commute times, 
decrease the average number of accidents per day, and provide 
additional transit options. In addition to roadway improvements, the 
495 NEXT Project offers clear economic incentives. As a privately 
funded project, 495 NEXT will not only cost nothing to Virginia 
taxpayers, but also generate thousands of new jobs and millions in 
economic activity for the Commonwealth. This project also establishes 
the groundwork for the Capital Beltway Accord. I encourage 
expeditious approval of the 495 NEXT project. It undoubtedly advances 
Virginia’s multimodal network and strengthens Virginia’s position as a 
transportation leader. I appreciate your consideration. Thank you, 

Senator 
Dave 
Marsden 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 

Ms. 
Margaret 
Parker 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201007.
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Multiple 
Topics 

Dear Mr. Lerner: 
We first learned of The I-495 EXPRESS LANES NORTHERN EXTENSION 
PROJECT about 2 weeks ago via a postcard from VDOT and subsequent 
emails from the Timberly South Homeowner's Association (TSHA). I 
have received no other information. Accordingly we have the following 
concerns: Beltway Expansion Our residence borders the Dominion 
Power easement at the east end of Timberly Court. When the Beltway 
was widened, our community had to press VDOT for a soundwall. The 
late Vince Callahan assisted TSHA as a voice in Richmond with VDOT. 
The soundwall provided to the east of my residence is still too low and 
does not adequately block traffic noise. The proposed beltway 
widening will encourage increased traffic flow with corresponding 
increases in tire and engine noise to say nothing of air pollution. Unless 
the height of the soundwall is increased to a uniform level from the 
Dulles Access Road to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased 
negative environmental impact on our entire community. In addition, 
broadening the top of the funnel from the Dulles Access Road to the 
Legion Bridge without a widening of that bridge and the Maryland 
Beltway will cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at 
the bridge. Purchase of the Entrance to Timberly South Placement of a 
parking lot and unneeded water collection basin at the entrance to the 
Timberly South community. Such action will: 1. Destroy the appearance 
of the existing entrance to Timberly South, negatively affecting 
community property values. 2. Increase the potential for non-resident 
parking on Timberly Lane. 3. Raise the probability of serious accidents 
on Lewinsville Road as people try to enter the road from the parking 
lot. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is already 
dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions. Placement of a 10 
foot paved path in the Dominion Virginia Power easement Such action 
will: 1. Destroy existing wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement 
connects the few remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and 

Patricia 
Morgan 
Junius M. 
Morgan 

Outreach 
 
495 NEXT Project outreach began in May 2019. In addition 
to broader outreach through traditional VDOT channels, 
all homes on Timberly Court were mailed postcards 
announcing the public information meetings in June 2018 
and May 2019. These addresses were also sent postcard 
meeting announcements prior to the public hearing 
initially planned 
for March 2020 and the virtual public hearings held in 
October 2020. Public meetings and hearings were 
advertised in local newspapers and social media. 
Additionally, information about outreach efforts was 
provided to elected officials and the elected officials posted 
this information in their newsletters. 
 
Noise 
 
A preliminary noise study was completed as part of the 
environmental document, and a final noise study will be 
completed during the detailed design phase that is planned 
for completion in late 2021. Existing nose barriers will be 
evaluated following the VDOT’s Noise Policy and Guidance 
Manual. All noise sensitive sites including those behind 
existing noise barriers will be thoroughly evaluated during the 
detailed design phase. If existing noise barriers are physically 
impacted by the project and/or are shown to not adequately 
provide the required noise reduction as outlined in the VDOT 
Noise Guidance Manual, new taller barriers will be evaluated. 
It is important to note that all proposed replacement barriers 



serves as an avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, 
foxes, raccoons, box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and 
travel and avian raptors hunt for food. 2. Require the destruction of 
mature trees, bushes and other native plant species. 3. Require 
substantial storm water management measures to level the proposed 
trail bed with no discernable benefit to the TSHA community or 
potentially to hikers, bikers or runners. 4. Invite non-residents with 
motives other than walking, running or cycling to peruse our 
community for vandalism and theft targets of opportunity. As an 
affiuent neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target. 5. 
Surround trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three 3 buried 
power lines in the easement. 6. Create a paved, two mile trail to 
nowhere. It is time for Fairfax County and VDOT to cut their losses on 
these projects which were conceived and budgeted under substantially 
different economic circumstances. Fairfax County and VDOT should 
postpone further planning of this project until the permanence of 
Covid driven reduced traffic volume from work at home can be 
established and the economic damage to large and small businesses 
can be properly assessed. If you have questions, please feel free to 
contact us. 

at a minimum are required to meet or exceed the height of 
the existing noise barriers. 
 
Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through routes. 
Traffic models project a reduction in traffic volume and a 
reduction in travel delay on the local street network, most 
notably along Georgetown Pike, with the project in place. 
 
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on projected 
future traffic volumes and congestion given the COVID-19 
pandemic. Results of the analysis will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Individual Property & ROW 
 
The proposed design does not change the roadway entrance 
to Timberly Lane from Lewinsville Road. Efforts would be 
made within the final design and right-of-way process to 
minimize impacts to the HOA’s landscaping at the entrance 
and compensate the HOA accordingly for any damages or 
direct impacts to the existing features (lighting, landscaping, 
etc.) should the land be acquired for the project. In the next 
phase of the project, VDOT will refine the design of the 
stormwater facilities to continue to try to minimize impacts to 
the community. 
 
If parking issues arise as a result of the provision of the trail, 
the community would be able to work with Fairfax County to 
establish measures to mitigate this issue. For example, the 
community would be able to request the establishment of a 
Residential Permit Parking program for this neighborhood. 
 
Bike/Ped 
 
The shared-use path is being constructed to be in 
conformance with the facilities shown in the Fairfax County 
Comprehensive Plan. The construction of the shared-use path 
along the Dominion Virginia Power easement is not 
anticipated to destroy existing wildlife habitat. 
 



 
Environmental 
 
Purchase of the Entrance to Timberly South / Placement 
of a parking lot and unneeded water collection basin at 
the entrance: 
The project does not include placement of a parking lot at 
the entrance to Timberly South. The proposed impacts 
shown on the design plans are associated with the 
connection of the shared use path near the neighborhood 
entrance. The entrance to Timberly South would be 
restored following any impacts from construction, and 
efforts to minimize impacts would continue through the 
detailed design phase of the project. 
 
Negative effect on community property values:  
The Build Alternative is not anticipated to require 
relocations or change the overall land use of other parcels 
(see Section 3.5.2 of the EA). The I‐495 NEXT Indirect and 
Cumulative Effects Technical Report, located on the project 
website, provides additional detail. 
 
1. Destroy existing wildlife habitat: 
To reduce potential impacts to threatened and endangered 
species and their respective habitats, efforts to minimize 
the construction footprint would be considered. 
Construction practices would avoid the removal of existing 
vegetation to the greatest extent possible and include the 
implementation of best management practices for erosion 
and sediment control, as well as stormwater management, 
to reduce potential impacts to adjacent habitats and 
properties. 
 
Section 3.15.2 of the EA states “There would be 
approximately 118 acres of tree clearing associated with the 
construction of the project due to the widening of the 
roadway, ramps and interchange re-configurations, noise 
walls, stormwater management facilities, and all other 
appurtenant structures.” Habitat that would be affected by 
the project is primarily edge habitat along the highway in the 
right-of-way, in interchange loops, and the area in the 



median. Culverts connecting streams under roadways offer 
limited passage, and the habitat fragments result in low 
quality edge habitat. Habitat in these areas also is typically 
poor quality due to access restrictions posed by the travel 
lanes. Increasing the width of the roadway corridor would 
not likely increase habitat fragmentation as forested land 
would not be newly separated from contiguous forest. 
2. Require the destruction of mature trees, bushes and other 
native plant species. 
A revegetation plan would be developed during final design 
to identify replacement vegetation locations and types, 
where feasible, following construction.  
Require the destruction of mature trees, bushes and other 
native plant species: A revegetation plan would be developed 
during final design to identify replacement vegetation 
locations and types, where feasible, following construction. 
3. Require substantial storm water management measures to 
level the proposed trail bed with no discernable benefit to the 
TSHA community or potentially to hikers, bikers or runners: 
The Build Alternative’s proposed 3.1-mile, 10-foot-wide 
shared-use path, is consistent with the Fairfax County 
Countywide Trails Plan Map (FCDPZ, 2018). In a December 3, 
2020 letter, Fairfax County noted “The bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities are critical to addressing the varied mobility needs of 
the region. Fairfax County’s Comprehensive Plan recommends 
a major regional trail along I-495. Such a facility is intended as 
a link between Maryland and Virginia. The I-495 NEXT project 
has committed to providing this trail.”  
 
I-495 NEXT is required to comply with the administration, 
implementation, and enforcement of the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Act through permits issued by a 
Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) 
authority. In accordance with the Virginia Administrative 
Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater management 
infrastructure would be provided to address runoff from 
new impervious surfaces. Water quality best management 
practices (BMP) would mitigate the nutrient impact from 
the new impervious surfaces. Water quantity would be 
addressed through the implementation of stormwater 
management facilities, adequate outfall, and channel and 
flood protection requirements. Stormwater management 



facilities would be designed to address runoff capacity and 
velocity, and receiving waters would be analyzed for outfall 
adequacy. 
 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity for 
the existing impervious area within the limits of disturbance 
are not required in accordance with I-495 NEXT’s specific 
project requirements as outlined in 9VAC25-870. Runoff for 
the existing impervious surface is being addressed through 
VDOT’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4). 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options 
to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) 
to provide a holistic view of impacts to the surrounding 
properties should the project meet County requirements. 
VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that the impact to 
residences and loss of natural habitat were too great to 
follow more stringent regulations. This documentation has 
also been shared with Fairfax County. The current SWM 
approach for the I-495 NEXT project satisfies the 
requirements to the maximum extent practicable with the 
application of both onsite SWM facilities and nutrient 
credits. This approach was confirmed after 18 months of 
coordination between VDEQ, VDOT and Fairfax County to 
identify a balanced solution. 

4. Invite non‐residents to peruse our community for 
vandalism and theft targets of opportunity: The trail would 
be available for use by local residents and would be part of 
the regional multimodal network. It is beyond the scope of 
the NEPA document and/or VDOT’s purview to address 
such hypothetical issues that have not been experienced in 
other projects with trails as a component. Similar trails and 
paths adjacent to neighborhoods in other parts of Fairfax 
County have not resulted in increases in vandalism and 
theft. As described above, Fairfax County has included this 
trail segment in its previously approved Comprehensive 
Plan. 
 
5. Surround trail users with high voltage electrical fields 
with undetermined effects on health and wellness: 
Utilities and the path would be designed following all state 
and federal regulations, including the VDOT Utility 



Relocation Policies & Procedures (2016). 
Create a paved, two mile trail to nowhere: The new trail 
would provide connectivity to the regional multimodal 
network for additional residents, and would connect to both 
the Scotts Run Nature Preserve and to the Potomac Heritage 
National Scenic Trail at Live Oak Drive. When the American 
Legion Memorial Bridge is replaced, the trail would be 
extended across the Potomac River. The Build Alternative’s  
proposed 3.1-mile, 10-foot-wide shared-use path, is  
consistent with the Fairfax County Countywide Trails Plan 
Map (FCDPZ, 2018). In their December 3, 2020 letter, Fairfax 
County supported inclusion of the trail, and noted “As the 
Commonwealth coordinates with Maryland on improvements 
to the ALMB, all efforts should be taken to ensure the 
continuation of this trail into Maryland for pedestrians and 
bicyclists. 
 

6. Create a paved, two mile trail to nowhere:  
The new trail would provide connectivity to the regional 
multimodal network for additional residents, and would 
connect to both the Scotts Run Nature Preserve and to the 
Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail at Live Oak Drive. 
When the American Legion Memorial Bridge is replaced, the 
trail would be extended across the Potomac River.  The Build 
Alternative’s proposed 3.1-mile, 10-foot-wide shared-use 
path, is consistent with the Fairfax County Countywide Trails 
Plan Map (FCDPZ, 2018). In their December 3, 2020 letter, 
Fairfax County supported inclusion of the trail, and noted “As 
the Commonwealth coordinates with Maryland on 
improvements to the ALMB, all efforts should be taken to 
ensure the continuation of this trail into Maryland for 
pedestrians and bicyclists.” 
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Study & 
Outreach 

Dear Mr. Lerner: 
On behalf of the tax payers living in McLean, I would like to register a 
formal complaint as to the transparency of the 495Next project, for the 
public record. We adamantly oppose 495Next. 
Sincerely, 

Carol 
Harrison 
Gregory 
Grady 

I-495 NEXT Project outreach began in May 2019. In 
addition to broader outreach through traditional VDOT 
channels, all homes within the corridor were mailed 
postcards announcing the public information meetings in 
June 2018 and May 2019. These addresses were also sent 
postcard meeting announcements prior to the public 
hearing initially planned 
for March 2020 and the virtual public hearings held in 
October 2020. Public meetings and hearings were advertised 



in local newspapers and social media. Additionally, 
information about outreach efforts was provided to elected 
officials and the elected officials posted this information in 
their newsletters. 
 
VDOT has held three public meetings, two question and 
answer sessions for the general public, two public hearings, 
23 meetings with elected officials, 109 meetings with 
stakeholders and agencies, 22 meetings with homeowners 
and business associations, and 22 one-on-one meetings with 
property owners. The Public Hearings held on October 5 and 
8, 2020, provided both in-person, as well as virtual 
opportunities for the public to engage in the process. Prior to 
the Public Hearings, VDOT held two Public Information 
Meetings / Question-&-Answer Sessions virtually with the 
public. In addition, the project materials have been available 
online and in hard copy in several locations since February 
2020, and the project team has been available for questions 
and comments via phone throughout the planning and design 
process. VDOT has been proactive in its engagement with the 
public through meetings, as described above, with numerous 
local citizen groups and residential organizations. VDOT is 
continuing to meet with HOAs on a regular basis to provide 
updates and provide opportunities for additional input and 
dialogue. Additionally, VDOT is committed to continuing to 
engage with the community through the final design and 
construction phases. These public involvement opportunities 
exceed both FHWA and VDOT policy for this type of NEPA 
study. 
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Support I would like to add my support for the 495 NEXT Project. It is a much 
needed improvement to further safety, reduce congestion, and inspire 
economic activity. I very much hope the Commonwealth supports 495 
NEXT. The 495 NEXT Project serves as the foundation of the Capital 
Beltway Accord, a project critical to the region’s health and quality of 
living. And given that it is privately funded, the project will not 
constructed at the expense of the taxpayers. I do hope the 
Commonwealth continues to improve traffic flow in the region by 
supporting this very important project. 

Frank M. 
Conner III 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

Mr Steve 
Alloy 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201007.
285 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Mrs. Neha 
Bharani 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 

Mr. 
Tadeusz 
Lewis 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201007.
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Mr. Evan 
Pritchard 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support RE: The 495 NEXT Project and NoVA Congestion 
I urge the Commonwealth to advance the 495 NEXT Project. Having 
spent virtually my entire life in McLean, I am very familiar with the 
congestion in the region.  One particular year stands out, when I lived 
off the Georgetown Pike exit, worked in Tysons Corner, and took night 
classes at George Mason.  I would essentially drive 30 miles each day, 
but spend 3 hours in the car. So I am particularly familiar with the 
strange bottleneck that occurs later in the day right at the current exit.  
Given the extreme congestion on I-495 near the American Legion 
Bridge, this project offers critical improvements to the Virginia 
transportation network. All Virginians, but specifically Northern 
Virginia communities, commuters, workers, and local businesses, will 
directly benefit from 495 NEXT. 
As perhaps the most congested transportation corridor in Virginia, I-
495 between the Dulles Toll Road and the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway demands attention. At the completion of 495 NEXT, 
commuters and users will enjoy a safer and more reliable travel 
experience. 
This project is essential to furthering Virginia and Maryland’s Capital 
Beltway Accord to rebuild the American Legion Bridge and extend the 
Express Lanes into Maryland. This work must be a key building block of 
any transportation plan for the region, along with expansion of the 
American Legion Bridge and improved transit.   
I encourage the Commonwealth to support 495 NEXT, a project that 
will continue to mark Virginia’s commitment to transportation and 
growth.  
Sincerely, 

George 
Stewart 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Mrs. 
Amanda 
Brewer 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201008.
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Multiple 
Topics 

Susan Shaw and VDOT … 
Residents have been Requesting Answers for repeatedly submitted EA 
STUDIES QUESTIONS for several months. No Answers have been 
forthcoming for Residents or Officials. Please scroll down to the Sept. 
24th email on this chain and Answer the EA Studies Questions & 
Requests Section….ASAP….. by end of today. Please send other 
Sections of Questions & Requests, that follow EA Studies Questions, in 
this email...ASAP. *** EA STUDIES QUESTIONS ***Are they done ?  YES 
or NO.  Please add Direct Specific Link for “Yes" Studies.   MODEL used. 
There are now 21 numbered entries…with more Questions from 
Residents being added. These Questions are Listed, Detailed and 
Referenced to Susan Shaw’s May 20, 2019 Transcript Comments 
…found in Email dated August 7, 2020. 
The May 20, 2019 Transcript was also sent to Officials and VDOT at this 
time.  It is online under Comments. ( Let me know if anyone needs to 
be copied.) Please Copy Answers for EA Studies Questions…and Each 
Additional Request Section that follows...to everyone on email cc 
address area above. Susan, your writing to the Public and Officials in 
our August 7th email exchange regarding the same EA Studies 
Questions, indicated that staff would be complying answers and 
putting them on-line . This was very disappointing. Complete Answers 
could be found. VDOT has a “Frequently Asked Questions” section” 
which contains a few, totally inadequate, VDOT quickie “summaries” of 
“something" not resembling original Questions asked.  This is nothing 
more than a superficial dead letter section where some Taxpayer 
Questions are dismissed, dismantled and dumped. CHOKE POINT 
TRAFFIC IMPACTS FOR REGION….ON EA Studies Question List Residents 
continue to ask about VERIFYING 495NEXT CHOKE POINT & Connection 
Studies at GW Area, especially Northbound. Is the Limited Study 
Timeline Adequate.  The 495 Area Rush Hour, especially Northbound,  
tended to extend most of the Day …not just an hour or a few ! Please 
remember 495NEXT is a Stand Alone Project. MD may never build. MD 
DEIS indicate Increased Traffic on General Lanes and Local Streets …3 
Choke Point are Worse ! How could this make our VA Traffic on 495 
General Lanes Faster ?! Please Show Real Studies relating to MD DEIS. 
CHOKE POINT Traffic Impact Studies Must be Done for 495, Local 
Streets, McLean CBC... Corridors 123, Old Dominion, 193….Tysons and 
Region. This is a Region and State Project. The few charted Streets 

April 
Georgelas 

• The VDOT project team has coordinated and 
continues to coordinate regularly with Maryland throughout 
the development of the EA and supporting traffic studies. 
Traffic teams from each state collaborate to ensure that 
traffic inputs being used in traffic modeling for the two 
studies are consistent. The two, independent studies show 
consistent results. The results presented in the EA and TaTTR 
account for downstream congestion and the referenced 
choke points on the network in Maryland. 
 
• The traffic analysis presented in the EA studied the 
roadway network up to and including the American Legion 
Memorial Bridge (ALMB). In the Environmental Assessment 
(EA), the travel times in the southbound direction in the No 
Build scenarios reflect an upstream bottleneck effect 
resulting from constraints at the ALMB which are alleviated 
in the Build scenario. This bottleneck occurs on the 
southbound GP lanes in the No Build scenarios, which 
assumes the Maryland managed lane system is in place but 
the I-495 NEXT project is not constructed (see Figures 2-4 
and 2-5 in the EA for illustration of this bottleneck). This 
bottleneck in the No Build scenario severely meters traffic at 
the ALMB, resulting in substantial congestion upstream in 
Maryland and higher speeds downstream in Virginia. 
 
• An expanded traffic analysis, presented in the I-495 
NEXT Traffic and Transportation Technical Report, studied 
the roadway network further north, up to just south of the 
River Road (MD-190) interchange. As shown in this analysis, 
southbound travel times from River Road to Route 123 are 
anticipated to be reduced from 15 minutes in the No Build 
scenario to 8 minutes in the Build scenario due to the 
continuous network of managed/Express lanes provided in 
the Build scenario (see Figures ES-14 and ES-16 and Table ES-
5 of the technical report). In addition, the southbound and 
northbound lanes provide travel choices that would 
encourage carpooling and vanpooling, and allow for reliable 
transit options in the future. 



“studied” are NOT Adequate….. And Need to be Reviewed for 
structuring. Old 2018 Regional Intersection Studies appear to be 
inappropriate and inadequate to apply to 495NEXT. Did they include 
the WORSENED CHOKE POINT with 495NEXT at GW North ? The CHOKE 
POINT at GW North will have INCREASED & WORSENED CONGESTION. 
How can the historically Jammed 193 & Balls Hill  Intersection possibly 
be less congested ?! How can Local Streets, McLean CBC, Local Street 
Cut Thru Traffic...be Better ?! Please Conduct Real Studies. All EA 
Traffic Studies should be Independently Reexamined. The Model and 
Studies used…. Independently Examined.                                                                 
************************************* LIST OF NEW 495NEXT 
PLAN CHANGES *** Since May 20, 2019 VDOT Community Information 
Meeting…The Only Community Meeting.                    This was 
Requested at a Recent VDOT September Session.  I asked that this List 
be sent to Officials and to me.                        It has not been Received.* 
Please List ALL PLAN CHANGES  for PHASE I & PHASE II…...and Submit 
to All in cc address area above.* Please show Link Location…... Identify 
& Color Highlight Change Area.* Show Engineering Reports & Impact 
Studies* Show NEED, PURPOSE and BENEFITS.* Show VISUAL IMPACT 
ANALYSIS  & ELEVATIONS for Each CHANGE.  Show Link.  Please Enlarge 
for easier study.              * VISUAL IMPACT STUDIES  for COMMUNITY & 
PARKLAND AREAS BEFORE PLAN CHANGES …Please show BEFORE & 
AFTER CHANGES            Visual Impact Studies are Required.                 
They were Requested BEFORE March 12th postponed Sham 
“Hearing”….and After.                   They were not forthcoming.                     
They were NOT Done as of Oct. 2, 2020….according to Susan Shaw and 
Abi Lerner. Only small GW National Park Area Done.   * What Plan 
Designs were OMITTED and Why ?  When ?  What took its Place ?* LIST 
All NEW PLAN CHANGES  for PHASE I & PHASE II :When were Changes 
Done ? Why ? What was Need…Purpose….Benefits. Show Engineering 
Studies. Show Traffic Impact Studies…..BEFORE & AFTER CHANGES. 
Show If Additional Property is Needed for these New Changes.   Where 
?   How Much More ? * MORE PLAN CHANGES in FUTURE Susan Shaw 
said in VDOT Recent Sept. Sessions that MORE NEW CHANGES  Can 
Occur…..as VDOT “hears” from Public. How does Public Participate in 
this Change Process and present Change Ideas  ? How is Public 
Informed of Proposed New Changes & Impacts ? Does Public have 
Input about Proposed Changes ?    How ?    When in Change Proposal 
“Process” Timeline ? 495NEXT is A DESIGN / BUILD PROJECT. VDOT has 
OVERSIGHT of Project Once Contractor is hired….CHANGES May Occur 
WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICE….Correct ? Has Contractor been hired ?    By 
Whom?    When ? Will this Practice of No Public Notice change with 
495NEXT ? Transparency is Essential….and Fair.                                                     
******************************************************* 

 
• The initial plans presented at the May 20, 2019, 
Public Information Meeting were refined and used as the 
Build alternative that was assessed in the EA. At the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway, the only modification of 
note was that the alignment of the proposed ramp from the 
northbound I-495 Express Lanes to the eastbound GWMP 
was shifted slightly to the south in response to coordination 
with the National Park Service regarding the location of the 
ramp tie-in at their park boundary. The interchange has the 
same number of proposed ramps and the same 
configuration. In addition, the Live Oak Drive bridge over I-
495 was shifted slightly to the north to reduce impacts based 
on discussions with nearby stakeholders. The ROW impacts 
and potential acquisitions that would be needed are shown 
on the design boards and included in the ROW plans that 
were posted to the website and shown at the Public Hearings 
 
• Project visualizations along the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway were included with the materials posted 
online and available at community locations ahead of the 
planned March 12, 2020 public hearing. Additional 
visualizations around the Dulles Toll Road and George 
Washington Memorial Parkway interchanges have since been 
posted.   
 
• If there are significant design changes, there will be 
additional public outreach as well as sharing of new 
documents on the project website.  
 
• 495 NEXT will be procured as a design-build project. 
VDOT will exercise oversight of the design and construction. 
A contractor has not yet been hired by Transurban.  
 
•  I-495 NEXT is required to comply with the 
administration, implementation, and enforcement of the 
Virginia Stormwater Management Act through permits 
issued by a Virginia Stormwater Management Program 
(VSMP) authority. In accordance with the Virginia 
Administrative Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater 
management infrastructure would be provided to address 
runoff from new impervious surfaces.  Water quality best 
management practices (BMP) would mitigate the nutrient 
impact from the new impervious surfaces. Water quantity 



SHOW ENVIRONMENT IMPACTS from CHANGES…. for PHASE I & PHASE 
II **** STORMWATER IMPACTS STUDIES…….WHERE  Are They ?     
Show Studies Before Change After Plan Changes  & IMPACTS  ( Example 
: Live Oak Drive  being MOVED & Raised in New Plan….in an Already 
Unmitigated Stormwater Area of PROBLEMS since VDOT Moved Live 
Oak  20 years ago to Add 5 Lanes to 495. Street and Homes are 
Impacted with Storms. New Plan changes include Moving Live Oak 
again... Raising Street….Remove All Current Street Trees & Dense 
Growth that ABSORB Some Runoff. Flood Plain Area will be Removed 
near Homes  with an  INCREASED  Slope  from Raised Street. Homes 
have Septic Fields in immediate Area.  Severe Increased Unmitigated 
Stormwater Problems will Result for Homeowners and Street!) * NOISE 
IMPACTS     Show Studies BEFORE & AFTER Site Plan Changes for Each 
Specific Change.  (Example:New Raised Access Ramp S to 193…Flyover 
Ramps.) * Show PRIVACY WALL & SOUND WALL CHANGES …..& 
IMPACTS for NOISE & STORMWATER at each Wall  Area.*TREE 
REMOVAL IMPACTS by Specific Areas                                                                                                        
**********************************************************
* SHOW MITIGATIONS PLANS ***List Cost Estimates to Mitigate 
Environment Impacts  by Cause and Area. VA will be Responsible for 
MITIGATION COSTS ! What is VA prepared to do to MITIGATE IMPACTS  
for Stormwater, Noise, Sound Walls & Privacy Walls, Tree replacement 
? 495NEXT Contract apparently does Not Include Mitigation Budget for 
Analyzing & Mitigating the following :Stormwater Damage Noise Sound 
Walls  & Privacy Walls Tree Replacement                                                 
**********************************************************
** TEMPORARY COSTRUCTION EASEMENTS & IMPACTS ***VDOT can 
take Private Land  and Parkland for Use During Construction for 
Equipment and Work Area. NO Public Notice Required ! NO Mitigation 
Required !      Tree Removal and Land Damage are left for Landowner 
to deal with IMPACTS and COSTS...for Stormwater, Noise, Tree 
Replacement, etc..This is an UNACCEPTABLE & ABUSIVE Practice.What 
will VA & Officials do to Remove this Practice from Contract ? What will 
VA Pay to Mitigate Property DAMAGE  and IMPACTS ? Will  VA hold 
VDOT & Transurban Responsible for Notification, Impacts and Costs  
associated with Temporary Construction Easements ?                                                        
**********************************************************
***** NEW CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE……..PHASE I & PHASE II  ****        
Why are there TWO PHASES ?     What are Purpose, Need and Benefits 
? DULLES INTERCHANGE PHASE II…Add to List…#22 This apparently is 
now delayed to Phase II of Plan. Yes, Many are becoming aware only 
last week that 495NEXT is in 2 Phases…?  Why ? Dulles Interchange 
Plans are basic and incomplete. Have Studies been Done for Phase I 
WITHOUT Dulles interchange ….and WITH Dulles Interchange ? NOTE:   

would be addressed through the implementation of 
stormwater management facilities, adequate outfall, and 
channel and flood protection requirements. Stormwater 
management facilities would be designed to address runoff 
capacity and velocity, and receiving waters would be 
analyzed for outfall adequacy. 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity for 
the existing impervious area within the limits of disturbance 
are not required in accordance with I-495 NEXT’s specific 
project requirements as outlined in 9VAC25-870. Runoff for 
the existing impervious surface is being addressed through 
VDOT’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4). 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options to 
the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) to 
provide a holistic view of impacts to the surrounding 
properties should the project meet County requirements. 
VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that the impact to 
residences and loss of natural habitat were too great to 
follow more stringent regulations. This documentation has 
also been shared with Fairfax County. The current SWM 
approach for the I-495 NEXT project satisfies the 
requirements to the maximum extent practicable with the 
application of both onsite SWM facilities and nutrient credits. 
This approach was confirmed after 18 months of 
coordination between VDEQ, VDOT and Fairfax County to 
identify a balanced solution. 
 
• The Noise Technical Report includes an analysis of 
noise impacts. It is posted on the website 
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim0320
20/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf) 
 
Noise mitigation (“abatement”) is determined using a three-
phased approach. Phase 1 is to determine if highway traffic 
abatement consideration is warranted for the affected 
receptors. Phase 2 is to determine if a noise abatement 
measure is feasible, which requires consideration of both 
acoustical conditions (that 50% or more of impacted 
receptors experience 5 dB(A) or more of insertion loss is 
feasible) and engineering conditions (it is possible to design 
and construct the abatement measure). Phase 3 is to 
determine if a noise abatement measure is reasonable by 
meeting three criteria: to reduce noise by at least 7 dB(A) for 
at least one impacted receptor, to have an approved cost 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf


Dulles Interchange has been Under-designed for Many Years. It needs 
to be Studied ASAP…..and Corrected ASAP.  This could improve choke 
point. How does this Impact Traffic…WITH and WITHOUT 495NEXT 
….With Phase I and/or  Phased II ? What Happens If PHASE II NEVER 
HAPPENS ?   There is talk that it may never be Built !  WHY would it 
NOT be BUILT ?  Are there Traffic Impact Studies  WITHOUT and WITH ? 
WHY is there A PHASE II  Instead of Building all Plan Corridor at the 
Same Time as indicated by Susan Shaw in 2019 ? DULLES RAMP This 
appears to be 50 feet in Air.  (Plans seem incomplete and preliminary.) 
Limited Access cannot be put on an Interstate…Correct ? Is  a 1/4 Mile 
Allowance  Required for an Interchange near  Highway ? Is there an 
Approved Change in Limited Access ?  When ?   By Whom ?                                                          
**********************************************************
** PUBLIC COMMENT SECTION for 495NEXT….MISSING since May 20, 
2019 ***Taxpaying Residents demand that their Comments be Placed 
Online in FULL ORIGINAL TEXT as Submitted…..ASAP for Public Review. 
Residents are unable to locate their Comments for 495NEXT since the 
May 20, 2019 Meeting Transcript was Posted by VDOT. VDOT intention 
to later “Summarize” Taxpayer Comments…and maybe Answer 
Questions... is NOT Acceptable. VDOT would be censoring not only the 
Question…but the  contrived "Answers" to an unknown Verbatim 
Entry. The Public has no idea what the Original submitted  TEXT 
Comments & Questions were. This Denies Timely Public Transparency 
and Proper Public Process. Many Questions posted before May 20, 
2019 Remain Unanswered or Inadequately addressed.  Please review 
and correct immediately. If “Summaries” are entered before May 20, 
2019.....Please enter original TEXT Submitted to VDOT for 495NEXT. 
Providing  Taxpayer Requests and EA Studies Answers will be very 
helpful for Everyone. Data and Facts Help for Public & Officials’  Wise 
Decision Making. It will contribute to Essential Public Transparency and 
Proper Public Process.  Thanks…… 
 

based on a minimum value of 1,600 square feet per 
benefitted receptor, and for 50% or more of benefitted 
residents and owners who respond to the outreach 
questionnaire to vote in favor of the noise abatement 
measure.  
 
• To reduce potential impacts to threatened and 
endangered species and their respective habitats, efforts to 
minimize the construction footprint would be considered. 
Construction practices would avoid the removal of existing 
vegetation to the greatest extent possible and include the 
implementation of best management practices for erosion 
and sediment control, as well as stormwater management, 
to reduce potential impacts to adjacent habitats and 
properties. 
 
Section 3.15.2 of the EA states “There would be 
approximately 118 acres of tree clearing associated with the 
construction of the project due to the widening of the 
roadway, ramps and interchange re-configurations, noise 
walls, stormwater management facilities, and all other 
appurtenant structures.” Habitat that would be affected by 
the project is primarily edge habitat along the highway in the 
right-of-way, in interchange loops, and the area in the 
median. Culverts connecting streams under roadways offer 
limited passage, and the habitat fragments result in low 
quality edge habitat. Habitat in these areas also is typically 
poor quality due to access restrictions posed by the travel 
lanes. Increasing the width of the roadway corridor would 
not likely increase habitat fragmentation as forested land 
would not be newly separated from contiguous forest. A 
revegetation plan would be developed during final design to 
identify replacement vegetation locations and types where 
feasible following construction. 
 
• Mitigation of noise, stormwater, and other impacts 
will be the responsibility of the project developer as part of 
project construction. The transportation improvements 
included in the 495 NEXT Project are planned to be funded 
through private financing supported by toll revenues.  
 
  
• As the project team develops the final plans, the 
locations of temporary construction easements and other 



right of way impacts will be finalized. The project team will 
continue to refine the plans with the goal of minimizing 
impacts to nearby properties. The project team will continue 
the outreach process to inform the public about the project 
elements. Per VDOT policy, the project team will coordinate 
necessary right of way acquisition and compensation with 
affected property owners.  
 
DULLES PHASE 1 AND 2 
 
As described in the IJR, a combination of improvements to 
the Express Lanes, the General Purpose Lanes, and future 
ramp connections will be necessary, some of which can be 
implemented in the near term (Phase 1), while others can be 
realized over a longer term. Because all of these 
improvements cannot be implemented simultaneously, a 
tiered project development process provides for phased 
implementation of a set of improvements as independent 
elements of an overall long-term program of project phases. 
 
Results from the operational analysis indicate that future 
vehicular demand can be served by the overall corridor 
capacity for the 2025 interim year, and that additional 
capacity associated with future auxiliary lanes and ramps will 
not be required immediately, but will be needed in the 
future (Phase 2 and Ultimate Phase). The first phase of the I-
495 NEXT project satisfies criteria for phasing in FHWA’s 
Major Project Financial Plan Guidance, in that it “can be 
opened to the public and effectively operated without the 
completion of subsequent segments or other additional 
transportation investments.” The decision to adopt a phasing 
plan for the I-495 NEXT project was coordinated with FHWA. 
The Phase 1 project can serve as an operationally sufficient 
stand-alone project, independent of the ultimate Preferred 
Alternative. 
 
Visualizations from the adjacent residential community 
(Snow-Lear HOA area) are available at 
http://495northernextension.org/about_the_study/visualizat
ions.asp.  Request for changes in limited access will be 
requested of the Commonwealth Transportation Board 
during final design. 
 

http://495northernextension.org/about_the_study/visualizations.asp
http://495northernextension.org/about_the_study/visualizations.asp


Full comments and a comment summary and responses 
documents for the May 2019 PIM are available here: 
http://495northernextension.org/documents/495_next_may
_2019_pim_meeting_summary.pdf. Full comments and 
responses received during the public hearing comment 
period (beginning Feb. 13, 2020, through Dec. 5, 2020) are 
included in this document. 
 

201008.
291 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Mrs. Neha 
Bharani 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201008.
292 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future and 
just makes total sense. In addition to expanding travel capacity, 
creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at one of the 
area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an integrated 
express lanes network – one of this area’s top long-range 
transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 

Mr. Robert 
Chase 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

http://495northernextension.org/documents/495_next_may_2019_pim_meeting_summary.pdf
http://495northernextension.org/documents/495_next_may_2019_pim_meeting_summary.pdf


by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Again, this project just makes total sense. The American Legion Bridge 
MUST be expanded and extending Virginia's Express Lanes system to 
the ALB is a smart and necessary step at this time. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201008.
293 

Support Please find attached our public comment regarding 495NEXT. 
If you have any follow up questions, please let me know. 
--------------------------------------- 
 Dear Mr. Lerner, Representing more than 300 companies and tens of 
thousands of employees, Virginia Transportation Construction Alliance 
(VTCA) is dedicated to serving the transportation construction interests 
in the Commonwealth – seeking solutions which benefit the 
communities in which we work and live. In Northern Virginia, traffic 
congestion impacts everyone’s quality of life on a daily basis more so 
than any other part of the Commonwealth. Utilizing multiple tools is 
necessary to address this need. One near term solution is the proposed 
495 NEXT – extension of the 495 Express Lanes north. We write to 
express our support for the extension of the 495 Express Lanes north 
to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. This effort will allow 
transit and carpoolers to bypass congestion with a faster toll free trip. 
This provides an option for faster, more reliable travel that will reduce 
users and non-users commuting time and cut down on cut-through 
traffic that now impacts local neighborhoods. We believe 495 Express 
Lanes will: 1. Set the stage for the Capital Beltway Accord project – the 
vital rebuild of the American Legion Bridge and extension of the 
Express Lanes into Maryland 2. Provide an option for faster, more 
reliable travel – reducing commuting times by 50% during rush hour for 
those who choose to use the Express Lanes 3. Allow transit and 
carpools to bypass congestion with a faster toll free experience 4. 
Improve safety on 495 by reducing the number of accidents by 20%. 
The benefits outside of traffic congestion relief are also significant. This 
project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local trails and greatly 
enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. The economic impact will 
continue to provide thousands of jobs at all levels of construction 
design and execution. Cordially, 

Gordon 
Dixon 
Executive 
Vice 
President 
Gordon 
Dixon 
 
Virginia 
Transporta
tion 
Constructio
n Alliance 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


201008.
294 

Support To the Virginia Department of Transportation, 
As a lifelong northern Virginia resident, I fully support the 495 NEXT 
Project because of its extensive community benefits. The stretch of I-
495 leading up to the American Legion Bridge is perhaps one of the 
most congested areas in the region. The congestion causes not only 
long commutes, but also pushes traffic into the surrounding Virginia 
neighborhoods.  I believe it is important to address these problems for 
my community.  
The Express Lanes from the 495 NEXT Project offer a much needed 
reduction  
in commute times and will improve safety in this busy corridor. These 
improvements will also dramatically reduce cut-through traffic in 
neighborhoods and the Georgetown Pike. Not only will the project 
address vehicular traffic, but also much needed trail connections for 
local pedestrians and bicyclists.   
I hope the Commonwealth will support this project. At no cost to 
Virginia taxpayers, the 495 NEXT Project funded by the private sector 
will help our local communities by reducing congestion, improving 
safety, alleviating cut-through traffic, and building new trails. I 
appreciate your consideration. 
Sincerely, 

Nancy 
McNerney 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201008.
295 

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Everyone is aware of the traffic delays due 
to the American Legion Bridge. It is the main “chokepoint” or 
“bottleneck” to traffic flow from the north or south. It remains so with 
or without 495 NEXT. The obvious major improvement comes from 
widening the bridge, which Maryland and Virginia propose to do by 
adding express toll lanes to it and then extending them northward into 
Maryland. When or if this happens is not guaranteed. It is part of an 
expensive project, particularly for Maryland. The main function of 495 
NEXT is to move toll-paying customers between the Dulles Access Road 
(Rte. 267) and the GW Parkway in Virginia by adding express lanes and 
their interchanges. They do not eliminate the bridge bottleneck. 
Commuters will face nearly the same traffic delays. We need to widen 
the American Legion Bridge first. Without this improvement, the added 
495 NEXT disruption due to traffic delays from construction, 
environmental damage, and public inconvenience hardly seems 
worthwhile. 
495NextComments_Q02 : Needs further clarification 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Michael H 
Reilly 

VDOT continues to coordinate plans with Maryland’s 
Managed Lanes Project as part of creating a regional network 
of express lanes that will improve mobility and provide 
additional travel choices including transit and carpool. 
Maryland announced on Feb. 18, 2021, that it has selected a 
developer for Phase 1 of its project, including replacement of 
the American Legion Bridge. 
 



201008.
296 

Multiple 
Topics 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : We see nesting birds all the time. Hawks 
nest regularly on our street in Langley Forest. Owls and Great Blue 
Herons fly overhead, so they must be nesting nearby. It does not seem 
right that the assessment claims no nesting species. 
495NextComments_Q03 : 1) This proposal is bad for Virginia. The 
traffic analysis study shows the primary benefits go to commuters 
going north in the PM. Those are Maryland drivers. This project will 
encourage people to work at Tyson’s (benefitting from VA jobs and 
infrastructure) but live and pay taxes in Maryland. Tyson’s 
development should be encouraging workers to use the new Silver Line 
extension, built at great cost and disruption to Virginians. If you want 
to help Virginia drivers, build a longer exit lane at Georgetown Pike and 
one at Old Dominion. 
2) This project only makes any sense if the bridge is widened. The 
traffic study shows de minimus improvements otherwise. But 
Maryland has paused their project. If you put McLean citizens and 
NOVA commuters through the disruption of losing property, taking 
land from Scott’s Run, tearing down 4 bridges, and cutting down 118 
acres of beloved old growth trees and the bridge doesn’t get built, 
voters will rightly revolt. 

Holly 
Kenworthy 
Reilly 
 

Environmental  
 
Based on an evaluation of listed threatened and endangered 
species, there are no federally- protected or state listed bird 
species within the Limits of Disturbance (LOD). There are no 
confirmed occurrences of birds on the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act list of protected migratory species within the study area. 
While there may be nesting locations for hawks, owls, and 
Great Blue Herons near or within the LOD, these species are 
not protected. Potential impacts to protected species would 
be updated during the permit process, and would be based 
on the most current lists of federally-protected and state 
listed species. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
Benefits of the 495 NEXT project include the following: 
 
•Moves more people 
•Provides travel time savings 
•Offers a new travel choice 
•Reduces traffic on local roads 
•Provides opportunities for increased transit and HOV use 
•Improves safety for area travelers and local residents 
•Extends Express Lanes network in Northern Virginia 
•Replaces aging bridge infrastructure 
•Implements measures to minimize and mitigate 
environmental impacts 
•Provides new and improved pedestrian and bike facilities, 
including a new shared-use path along I-495 
 
As described in the Tysons Comprehensive Plan, the 
“creation of a multi-modal transportation system within 
Tysons will provide diverse and accessible transportation 
choices…The transportation network should: 
 
• Encourage mobility within Tysons 
• Establish and construct a grid of streets 
• Create a system of circulators 
• Promote regional connectivity” 
 
The Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan notes that the 
Express Lanes help promote regional  connectivity. As noted 
in the Comprehensive Plan, the Express Lanes provide 



infrastructure for enhanced public transportation. The 
200,000 jobs and 100,000 residents expected over the long 
term in Tysons will need to be served by a combination of 
transportation services including Metrorail as well as regional 
bus service. This regional bus service would operate more 
efficiently and with better level of service with expanded 
Express Lanes in the region. 
 
VDOT continues to coordinate plans with Maryland’s 
Managed Lanes Project as part of creating a regional network 
of express lanes that will improve mobility and provide 
additional travel choices including transit and carpool. 
Maryland announced on Feb. 18, 2021, that it has selected a 
developer for Phase 1 of its project, including replacement of 
the American Legion Bridge. 

201011.
280 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is vital to Northern Virginia’s and the entire region's 
transportation future. In addition to expanding travel capacity, creating 
new travel options, and relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst 
bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an integrated express lanes 
network – one of this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. While the 
region is currently struggling to cope with the economic consequences 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we cannot forget how a recent incident on 
the American Legion Bridge subjected the entire region to virtual 
gridlock. As a region, more river crossings are critical to freedom of 
movement, economic growth regional security and, yes, cleaner air. 
This 100% privately funded project will create thousands of new jobs 
and inject hundreds of millions of new dollars into our economy. Now 
is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project that 
will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community for 
many years to come. Sincerely, 

Mr. David 
Birtwistle 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201011.
281 

Support To whom it may concern- 
My name is Tom Gwilliam and I am an active duty member currently 
serving in the US Coast Guard.  I travel the 495 corridor daily on my 
commute into Coast Guard Headquarters. I am urging the Virginia 

Commande
r Tom 
Gwilliam 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Commonwealth to support the 495 NEXT Project. This project, funded 
at no cost to Virginians, addresses important issues such as congestion 
and commute times. Project benefit estimates show a reduction in 
commute time, creating more reliable and faster travel for all users. 
Beyond alleviating congestion, 495 NEXT will greatly improve safety by 
reducing accidents on the road. In the area surrounding I-495, cut-
through traffic has severely affected neighborhoods. This project will 
not only significantly reduce cut-throughs in local Virginia 
neighborhoods, but also support pedestrian and bicyclers by 
connecting already existing trails.   
This project is strongly supported by the Northern Virginia business 
community.  Perhaps most importantly the 495 NEXT Project serves 
Virginians by creating economic activity and thousands of new jobs. By 
setting the groundwork for the Capital Beltway Accord, this project is a 
critical step in improving our region’s economy for years. I hope you 
will support the 495 NEXT Project. While the existing Express Lanes in 
Virginia have supported users, the Commonwealth cannot stop there.  
This will be beneficial to countless numbers of commuters on their 
daily struggles to get into the workplace and will increase safety to 
those neighboring neighborhoods and will ultimately help to save lives. 
Thank you so much for your consideration. Sincerely- 

201012.
282 

Support Dear Mr. Connor, 
Mount Vernon Lee Chamber of Commerce strongly endorses the 
proposal to extend the I-495 Express lanes to Maryland and the letter 
with this endorsement is attached. Thank you for focusing on this long-
neglected traffic choke point with the goal of improving travel choices 
for all drivers on the Capital Beltway.  Let me know if you have any 
questions about this support. 
----------------------------------------  
Dear Mr. Connors, 
The extension of Express Lanes on the Capital Bank is a topic of 
significant interest to all businesses in the Metro DC area. The 
American Legion Bridge is a significant choke point that hinders the 
flow of commerce between Virginia, Maryland and the mid-Atlantic 
region. The multiple hours of congestion in this part of the Beltway 
prevents businesses, work teams, and individual employees from 
performing in a timely manner. The Mount Vernon Lee Chamber of 
Commerce strongly endorses the proposal to extend the I-495 Express 
Lanes in this congested corridor. We urge VDOT to expeditiously move 
this process forward and give businesses and drivers a choice on how 
to navigate the traffic on the Capital Beltway. Extending the Express 
Lanes to Maryland will be an advantage for everyone. Thank you for 
your attention to our concerns and we look forward to being able to 
travel from Springfield to Maryland on the I-495 Express Lanes. 

Holly Hicks 
Dougherty 
 
Mount 
Vernon Lee 
Chamber 
of 
Commerce 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website. 
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Sincerely, 
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Support When I moved to greater Washington the community was just starting 
to recognize I-495 as the region’s Main Street. And that is what it is for 
me.  Whether I am driving to work,  to see friends in Vienna or Reston, 
getting to IAD via the Dulles Toll Road or traveling to Maryland to my 
hairdresser in Bethesda,  I-495 is a big part of my life. As a frequent 
user of the network of Express Lanes in Northern Virginia, I write to 
express my support for the 495 NEXT Project. This project will alleviate 
congestion, improve safety, increase reliability, and economically 
benefit Virginians by extending the I-495 Express Lanes from the Dulles 
Toll Road to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. I urge the 
Commonwealth to address the congestion on I-495 and the myriad of 
issues that come with it by supporting and advancing the 495 NEXT 
Project. The Express Lanes are definitely needed to provide an 
alternative transit option and  495 NEXT will dramatically improve 
congestion and reliability near the American Legion Bridge. Estimates 
suggest that the new lanes will cut commute times in half and reduce 
the number of accidents on this critical transportation corridor. As a 
result of the project, the surrounding Northern Virginia communities 
and businesses can expect a decrease in frustrating cut-through traffic. 
As a privately funded project, 495 NEXT offers significant economic 
incentives at no cost to Virginia taxpayers. Through the construction 
process, 495 NEXT will create thousands of new jobs and generate 
millions in economic activity. Continued work on transportation 
projects is one of the few bright spots of our current pandemic 
economy. I encourage the Commonwealth to support this project. 495 
NEXT benefits Virginians by addressing the extreme congestion, 
creating economic development, and constructing integral 
improvements to transportation in Northern Virginia. I appreciate your 
consideration. 

Tracy M. 
Baynard 
 
McGuireW
oods 
Consulting 
LLC 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Noise My family and I live at [ADDRESS REMOVED], at the cul-de-sac at the 
northern end of Live Oak Drive.  This location is also the starting 
point/entrance for the Potomac Heritage Trail (the western trailhead).  
There is currently no sound barrier between I-495 and the cul-de-
sac/trailhead entrance.    I am concerned that the current plans do not 
call for an extension of the sound barrier commensurate with the 
extension of the express lanes in the vicinity of the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway and the American Legion Bridge.  On 31 August 
2020, we took three separate sound readings at this location.  These 
measurements showed the following: 
- Measurement 1:  average maximum - 68dB; maximum reading - 75dB 

William 
Bushman 

[ADDRESS REMOVED] is located outside of the noise study 
limits for this project, therefore it was not included as part of 
the preliminary noise analysis. Per VDOT’s Noise Guidance 
Manual, the noise study area is the area within 500 feet from 
the proposed edge of pavement of the roadway 
improvements. The noise study completed by VDOT includes 
noise sensitive sites west of Rivercrest Drive, as they fall 
within 500 feet of the northern terminus of the project at the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway. Based on current 
plans, noise sensitive sites east of Rivercrest Drive would fall 
under Maryland’s project, which currently extends into 



- Measurement 2:  average maximum - 65dB; maximum reading - 74dB 
- Measurement 3:  average maximum - 58dB; maximum reading - 71dB. 
Note that the measurements were taken during COVID restrictions, 
with fewer commuters on the road.  Prior to COVID, average sound 
levels were much higher.  One can expect decibel levels to increase 
during and after construction, when traffic volumes increase and 
average vehicle speeds increase.  My understanding is that per 23 CFR 
772 ("Procedures for Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and 
Construction Noise"), sound abatement is appropriate where decibel 
levels reach:  (1) 57-60dBs for nature trails ("Lands on which serenity 
and quiet are of extraordinary significance and serve an important 
public need and where the preservation of those qualities is essential if 
the area is to continue to serve its intended purpose"); and (2) 67-
70dBs for residential areas.  Given these considerations, as well as the 
quality of life of residents in the neighborhood directly adjacent to the 
proposed expansion project,  I respectfully request that the I-495 
Northern Extension Project include an extension of sound barriers from 
the George Washington Memorial Parkway to the American Legion 
Bridge, and extending onto the bridge as appropriate. 

Virginia to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. As 
such, these land uses would be evaluated under Maryland’s 
noise analysis. 
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Support Good afternoon,  
Please see attached letter of support regarding the 495 NEXT project. 
Thank you for your efforts. Best, 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
The Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce operates with the goal 
to develop and promote balanced economic growth and business 
opportunities in the areas of Springfield, Burke, Lorton, Kingstowne, 
Franconia, Lorton Station and Fairfax Station. On behalf of the 
Chamber’s Board of Directors and business community we send this 
letter to you today to express our full support of the 495 NEXT project. 
We ask that you help the expansion of the 495 express lanes move 
forward which will aide in our economic recovery. The benefits of the 
495 NEXT project includes increases in safety, efficiency and inclusivity 
for all. One of the largest benefits we see this project having is being 
the precursor for future development and expansion to happen with 
the Capital Beltway Accord project. Northern Virginia continues to 
grow and be a leading and desired business destination and place to 
live for many across the country and we know that it is due to the 
infrastructure the county has put in place and we support any efforts 
to continue that trajectory. Best, 

Kimberly 
Clarke,  
 
Greater 
Springfield 
Chamber 
of 
Commerce 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website. 
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Dear VDOT, 
Is the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension still a viable project? It's 
time to take a second look, and consider alternatives. Here?s why:  

Robert 
Keller  

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
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?       Traffic patterns have changed due to COVID-19, and will continue 
to change as workers and employers adjust to new ways of working 
and living. The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. 
?       Fairfax County?s One Fairfax policy calls for driving economic 
growth through equity. Express Lanes are inherently inequitable, 
serving those with the most wealth. People traveling in the regular 
lanes will not enjoy the privilege of significantly shorter drive times. Is 
it justifiable to spend a half billion dollars to reward only those who can 
afford the tolls? 
?       Transit options are lacking.  VDOT?s own goals include providing 
additional travel choices and improving travel reliability, which should 
include bus rapid transit and future rail capacity. Fairfax County?s 
comprehensive plan acknowledges that high-capacity transit is 
essential to the economic success of Tysons Urban Center. Please put 
the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension project on hold until a 
more robust analysis is performed. Sincerely, 

anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Equity 
 
Data from transponder transactions on the existing express 
lanes system show that users are representative of the 
overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated socioeconomic 
characteristics. The Washington Post reported in 2018: 
“…most 495 and 95 express users are not affluent…. About 
60 percent of the frequent users said they have household 
incomes of less than $100,000…” Also, according to a 



Washington Post report, the average toll rates for Virginia’s 
managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are $5.40 and $8.45 per 
trip, respectively. Experience in Virginia on I-495 shows that 
82 percent of customers spend less than $20 a month and 85 
percent of trips were less than $12. On the Virginia I-95 
Express Lanes, 74 percent of customers spend less than $20 a 
month. 
In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 Express 
Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, vanpools and 
buses to provide faster and more reliable travel. As indicated 
in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to 
Chairman McKay, Virginia is committed to providing 
dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along the I-
495 corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures the 495 NEXT project, together with 
the existing 495 Express Lanes, will provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 



Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 

201012.
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Support To Whom it May Concern, 
We are writing to you today on behalf of the Alexandria Chamber of 
Commerce in strong support of the 495 NEXT project that will extend 
the Express Lanes north to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. 
The Alexandria Chamber of Commerce represents more than 700 
member businesses ranging from one of a kind small businesses to 
leading global organizations. Our mission is to ensure a climate that 
grows and strengthens business in Alexandria. The 495 NEXT project 
will support that critical mission, helping create tens of thousands of 
jobs for the region and boosting economic development by an 
estimated $880 million dollars. In addition, the congestion relief that 
will come along with this project will allow greater access to many of 
our businesses and move additional goods throughout the region. It 
also removes one more barrier from people trying to reach the City of 
Alexandria from Northern Fairfax.  This project is good for all who 
travel the I-495 corridor. The project will reduce the number of 
accidents in this area by 20%, protecting both people and property. 
This reduction in accidents will also reduce the traffic delays that come 
along with them. The Express Lanes are a proven way to move more 
people through a corridor with less vehicles. The HOV lanes that were 
created through the first 495 Express Lanes project have been a 
tremendous success, growing more than 250% since their first year in 
operation. Bus trips have also grown exponentially in this corridor since 
the lanes inception. These benefits provide equity for everyone in the 
region, giving all of us an opportunity to skip the congestion at no extra 
cost. Moving more people in fewer vehicles improves our environment 
and air quality, which in turn provides a better quality of life for 
everyone. The Alexandria Chamber of Commerce seeks to leverage the 
voices of our business community to advance solutions that will 
enhance the business climate in the city and region. We are pleased to 

Dave 
Millard                                                                
Joe 
Haggerty 
 
Alexandria 
Chamber 
of 
Commerce                             

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website. 
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lend our voice to this critical project and recommend that it move 
forward quickly. Thank you, 

201013.
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Support Please accept this letter of support for the 495 Express Lane Northern 
Expansion Project on behalf of Adventist HealthCare. 
--------------------------------------------------- 
To Whom It May Concern: 
On behalf of Adventist HealthCare, I am writing to express my support 
for the proposed 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Project. This 
project will improve travel along 495 between the Dulles Road 
interchange and the George Washington Parkway. Adventist 
HealthCare is largest healthcare provider and private employer in 
Montgomery County, Maryland. We have a vested interest the 
continued development and prosperity of the region. This project will 
improve the commuting experience for many Adventist HealthCare 
employees and other area residents. Investments in transportation 
infrastructure are critical to remaining competitive and developing a 
robust and vibrant workforce. Adventist HealthCare supports the 495 
Express Lanes Northern Expansion project and encourages its swift 
adoption and implementation. 
Sincerely, 

Andrew R. 
Nicklas 
 
Adventist 
HealthCare
, Inc. 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Dear VDOT 495 NEXT, 
I am concerned that VDOT is forging ahead with plans to widen the 
beltway based on pre-pandemic travel patterns and without truly 
looking at alternatives that would provide more sustainable travel 
options for the region. Traffic patterns have changed significantly due 
to the pandemic and will continue to shift as our economy reopens and 
our workforce adjusts to new ways of working and living. A recent 
study commissioned by the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
indicated there will be a long-term increase in telecommuting of 15% 
or more.  The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. Any 
effort to improve travel choices and reliability in this corridor must 
include a commitment to high capacity public transit, like affordable 
bus rapid transit and rail, that is connected with safe walking and 
biking options.  While we appreciate that VDOT included a parallel 
shared-use trail and bicycle and pedestrian improvements, the lack of 
transit is extremely shortsighted.  Fairfax County’s comprehensive plan 
acknowledges that high-capacity transit is essential to the economic 
success of the Tysons Urban Center. With the effects of climate change 
increasingly apparent, massive highway expansions like this proposal 
must be reevaluated. Transit and transit-oriented communities must 
be our first priority.  VDOT should put the project on hold, reassess 
their findings in light of pandemic-induced changes in travel patterns, 

Elizabeth 
Stone 

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 



and commit to providing enhanced transit in any project that moves 
forward. Thank you for your time and consideration. Sincerely, 

traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 



provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. This project is critical to Northern 
Virginia’s transportation future. In addition to expanding travel 
capacity, creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at one 
of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an 
integrated express lanes network – one of this area’s top long-range 
transportation priorities. Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network 
improves all modes of transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to 
dramatically reducing congestion and delays for both managed lane 
and general-purpose lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling 
and transit ridership by dramatically increasing the reliability of both 
modes for free. Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will 
connect to local trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian 
travel. At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the 
economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% 
privately funded project will create thousands of new jobs and inject 
hundreds of millions of new dollars into our economy. Now is the time 
to move forward with this regionally significant project that will benefit 
our transportation network, economy, and community for many years 
to come. Sincerely, 

Mr. Test 
Test 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Dear VDOT 495 NEXT, 
I am concerned that VDOT is forging ahead with plans to widen the 
beltway based on pre-pandemic travel patterns and without truly 
looking at alternatives that would provide more sustainable travel 
options for the region. Traffic patterns have changed significantly due 
to the pandemic and will continue to shift as our economy reopens and 
our workforce adjusts to new ways of working and living. A recent 
study commissioned by the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
indicated there will be a long-term increase in telecommuting of 15% 
or more.  The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. Any 
effort to improve travel choices and reliability in this corridor must 
include a commitment to high capacity public transit, like affordable 

Mr. 
Andrew 
Kalukin 

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 



bus rapid transit and rail, that is connected with safe walking and 
biking options.  While we appreciate that VDOT included a parallel 
shared-use trail and bicycle and pedestrian improvements, the lack of 
transit is extremely shortsighted.  Fairfax County’s comprehensive plan 
acknowledges that high-capacity transit is essential to the economic 
success of the Tysons Urban Center. With the effects of climate change 
increasingly apparent, massive highway expansions like this proposal 
must be reevaluated. Transit and transit-oriented communities must 
be our first priority.  VDOT should put the project on hold, reassess 
their findings in light of pandemic-induced changes in travel patterns, 
and commit to providing enhanced transit in any project that moves 
forward. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 

year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 



The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. This project is critical to Northern 
Virginia’s transportation future. In addition to expanding travel 
capacity, creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at one 
of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an 
integrated express lanes network – one of this area’s top long-range 
transportation priorities. Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network 
improves all modes of transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to 
dramatically reducing congestion and delays for both managed lane 
and general-purpose lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling 
and transit ridership by dramatically increasing the reliability of both 
modes for free. Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will 
connect to local trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian 
travel. At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the 
economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% 
privately funded project will create thousands of new jobs and inject 
hundreds of millions of new dollars into our economy. Now is the time 
to move forward with this regionally significant project that will benefit 
our transportation network, economy, and community for many years 
to come. Sincerely, 

Mr. Steve 
Strong 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Dear VDOT 495 NEXT, Hello, 
I am concerned that VDOT is forging ahead with plans to widen the 
beltway based on pre-pandemic travel patterns and without truly 
looking at alternatives that would provide more sustainable travel 
options for the region. Traffic patterns have changed significantly due 
to the pandemic and will continue to shift as our economy reopens and 
our workforce adjusts to new ways of working and living. A recent 
study commissioned by the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
indicated there will be a long-term increase in telecommuting of 15% 
or more.  The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. Any 
effort to improve travel choices and reliability in this corridor must 
include a commitment to high capacity public transit, like affordable 
bus rapid transit and rail, that is connected with safe walking and 
biking options.  While we appreciate that VDOT included a parallel 
shared-use trail and bicycle and pedestrian improvements, the lack of 
transit is extremely shortsighted.  Fairfax County’s comprehensive plan 
acknowledges that high-capacity transit is essential to the economic 
success of the Tysons Urban Center. With the effects of climate change 
increasingly apparent, massive highway expansions like this proposal 
must be reevaluated. Transit and transit-oriented communities must 
be our first priority.  VDOT should put the project on hold, reassess 
their findings in light of pandemic-induced changes in travel patterns, 
and commit to providing enhanced transit in any project that moves 
forward. Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 

Mrs 
Hannah 
Follweiler 

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 



vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Support The plans look great, thanks for the hard work! Bryant 
Nichols 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support At the Dulles Area Transportation Association (DATA), we know one 
commute method doesn’t fit all. That’s why for more than 30 years, we 
have advocated for a variety of commuting transportation options, one 
of which is the implementation of HOV lanes. Below is a letter of 
support written by DATA President & CEO Doug Pickford as a public 
comment about the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Project. As 
always, DATA encourages you to offer your public comments on this, or 

Doug 
Pickford 
 
Dulles Area 
Transporta
tion 
Association 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



any transportation project that affects you. We've included a link with 
directions on how you can provide public comment on this project. 
Your opinion matters, and DATA encourages you to offer your public 
comments on this, or any transportation project that affects you.  
__________________________________ 
To whom it may concern:  
The Dulles Area Transportation Association (DATA) has been an 
advocate of improving sustainable mobility options in the Northern 
Virginia region for over 30 years. Our interests in assisting employers, 
employees and residents of the Reston/Dulles Technology Corridor in 
finding transportation solutions has been unwavering, and we continue 
to support new and innovative transportation projects as they are 
proposed in our region. The I-495 Express Lane Northern Extension 
Project is one of many solutions that we support and hope to see this 
through to fruition. As the most recent State of the Commute Survey 
(2019) indicates, almost 50% of express lane use in our region is on I-
495 and that users of these lanes indicated an average time savings of 
almost 20 minutes per commute. More than 1 in 4 of the express lane 
users indicated that the establishment of these lanes influenced them 
to form a van or car pool. With over 75% of the workers (well above 
the region’s average of 56%) in Reston area relying upon driving alone 
to work, DATA believes that the development of the I-495 Express Lane 
northern Extension project will promote the formation and further use 
of carpooling in the Reston/Dulles corridor. And with Virginia being 
home to over 70% of the jobs in the greater Washington metro area, 
providing better access to areas like the Dulles/Reston Technology 
Corridor is essential for the region’s continued economic growth. DATA 
will continue to support sustainable mobility options in our service 
area and we believe the I-495 Express Lane Northern Extension project 
further enhances the region’s ability to move more commuters in less 
vehicles. Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on this important 
project. Regards, 

201014.
296 

Multiple 
Topics 

Do you support the I-495 NEXT project? No, not at this time.  
Supported in the past pre-COVID.  May do so when we understand 
traffic patterns post COVID.  See attached comments. 
Do you have any comments about the Environmental Assessment? I 
think it left out certain issues. 
Do you have any comments on the proposed design?  Not at the 
moment. 
How did you hear about this meeting? Variety of sources. VDOT 
Email/Social Media & Other. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

Elizabeth R. 
Costle 

Traffic 
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and operational. 
VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic volumes during 
the PM peak have returned to approximately 85-90% of pre- 
COVID volumes, and truck volumes are actually 10% higher 
or more than pre-COVID volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB 
has historically been one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, 
northbound congestion approaching the bridge has already 
been observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road. 



I originally supported the 1495 NEXT Project but now feel strongly that 
times have changed and the project should be put on hold until it can 
be reevaluated in a post-Covid world. For the following reasons: 
Changes In Traffic Patterns: The primary rationale for the 1495 NEXT 
Project was the traffic congestion between Tysons Corner and the 
American Legion Bridge which spilled over into Mclean neighborhoods 
particularly close to Georgetown Pike. It also appeared to assume that 
Tysons Corner would remain primarily a focus for office buildings 
where most of the workers would commute from other areas of the 
OMV as they had in the past-a vision at odds with those who see 
Tysons as a place where people may live, work and enjoy themselves-
not simply a destination. The Pandemic has provided a shock and 
speeded up gradual changes already under way. Given the popularity 
and feasibility of remote working from home during the Pandemic, we 
do not know whether such traffic congestion will exist once the world 
and the economy return to normal. Many companies have already said 
they want to make at least some work from home and remote work 
permanent. In addition, working hours are likely to be much more 
flexible allowing employees to avoid arcane "rush hours", such as those 
that jammed the Beltway and Mclean streets. It appears that the need 
and potential benefits for 1495 NEXT are based on 2018 traffic data for 
the area of the project as well as the Metropolitan Washington Council 
of Governments Traffic Forecasting Model. Before proceeding with this 
project, we need to understand the assumptions and data used which 
form the basis of these forecasts. These assumptions and data do not 
reflect reality today. Given the above mentioned changes, we cannot 
know if they will reflect reality once the Pandemic is under control and 
the economy recovers.  
 
Fiscal Impact: It is foolhardy to promise that this project will be 
provided at no net cost to the taxpayers. We are the ultimate deep 
pockets. It is important that VDOT not agree that the taxpayers will 
reimburse Transurban if predicted traffic revenues do not materialize.  
 
Coordination with Maryland: This project should be paused until 
Virginia can be assured that Maryland will do its part. Even under 
current assumptions, the benefits from this project are questionable 
unless Maryland takes action to address traffic issues on the American 
Legion Bridge and beyond.  
 
Climate Change: 2020 brought us not only a Pandemic and economic 
hardship, but more serious fires, hurricanes and floods due to a 
warming world. We can no longer postpone action. All projects 

 
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results of the analysis will be shared 
with the public upon completion. 
 
Environmental 
 
There are currently no explicit federal requirements 
pertaining to transportation project-related greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions, although a qualitative GHG assessment was 
completed to help support an informed decision. 
 
P3 Project and Tolling 
 
The transportation improvements included in the 495 NEXT 
project are planned to be funded through private financing 
supported by toll revenues. 
 
 
Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth.  VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 



including this one need to be evaluated for their effects on the release 
of greenhouse gasses. 

American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
VDOT continues to coordinate plans with Maryland’s 
Managed Lanes Project. Maryland announced on Feb. 18, 
2021, that it has selected a developer for Phase 1 of its 
project, including the American Legion Bridge and I-270. 
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Support Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : Yes 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : no. I believe the faster we move traffic on 
our byways the less pollution the longer vehicle are in slowdowns the 
more harm it does to the environment 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Ann 
Seaman 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear VDOT, I hope this message finds you well. Please find attached a 
letter of support for the 495 NEXT project from the Arlington Chamber 
of Commerce. Please let us know if you have any questions for us. 
Regards, 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Mr. Lerner, 
The Arlington Chamber of Commerce supports the 495 NEXT project to 
extend the 495 Express Lanes from their current terminus north to the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway. The 495 NEXT project will 
improve regional connectivity in Northern Virginia and prepare our 
region for improved connectivity with Maryland, supporting regional 
economic development. As a privately funded project, 495 NEXT will 
add to our local economy and transportation network without 
diverting public funds from other infrastructure and community needs. 
Expanding the 495 Express Lanes will improve travel for all modes on 
and connecting to the Capital Beltway. Transit and carpoolers will be 
able to use the facility to bypass congestion across the entire western 
portion of the Beltway in Virginia. Express Lane users will gain new 

Scott 
Pedowitz 
 
Arlington 
Chamber 
of 
Commerce 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website. 

 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


connections to the Dulles Toll Road and George Washington Memorial 
Parkway, two important regional arterials, promoting connectivity 
across Northern Virginia. Moreover, the 495 NEXT project prepares to 
extend the Express Lanes across a rebuilt American Legion Bridge into 
Maryland through the Capital Beltway Accord project. 
The project will support economic development in Northern Virginia. 
Directly, the 495 NEXT project will constitute a $500 million private 
investment. The project also anticipates creating more than 6,000 jobs 
and more than $800 million of economic activity in our region, at a 
time when we are all working to mitigate the economic consequences 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Arlington Chamber supports the development and maintenance of 
highway facilities that will promote and enhance commerce, encourage 
tourism, and facilitate the movement of Virginians to work, school, 
recreation, and other activities. The 495 NEXT project is an opportunity 
for VDOT and the private sector to work collaboratively to deliver 
transportation infrastructure that meets local needs, and to continue 
to embrace innovation. Thank you for your consideration of these 
comments. 
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Regional 
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Dear VDOT, Is the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension still a viable 
project? It's time to take a second look, and consider alternatives. 
Here?s why:?       Traffic patterns have changed due to COVID-19, and 
will continue to change as workers and employers adjust to new ways 
of working and living. The previous needs assessment may no longer be 
valid. 
?       Fairfax County?s One Fairfax policy calls for driving economic 
growth through equity. Express Lanes are inherently inequitable, 
serving those with the most wealth. People traveling in the regular 
lanes will not enjoy the privilege of significantly shorter drive times. Is 
it justifiable to spend a half billion dollars to reward only those who can 
afford the tolls? 
?       Transit options are lacking.  VDOT?s own goals include providing 
additional travel choices and improving travel reliability, which should 
include bus rapid transit and future rail capacity. Fairfax County?s 
comprehensive plan acknowledges that high-capacity transit is 
essential to the economic success of Tysons Urban Center. Please put 
the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension project on hold until a 
more robust analysis is performed. Sincerely, 

James 
Alberse  

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 



demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Equity 
 
Data from transponder transactions on the existing express 
lanes system show that users are representative of the 
overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated socioeconomic 
characteristics. The Washington Post reported in 2018: 
“…most 495 and 95 express users are not affluent…. About 
60 percent of the frequent users said they have household 
incomes of less than $100,000…” Also, according to a 
Washington Post report, the average toll rates for Virginia’s 
managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are $5.40 and $8.45 per 
trip, respectively. Experience in Virginia on I-495 shows that 
82 percent of customers spend less than $20 a month and 85 
percent of trips were less than $12. On the Virginia I-95 
Express Lanes, 74 percent of customers spend less than $20 a 
month. 
In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 Express 
Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, vanpools and 
buses to provide faster and more reliable travel. As indicated 
in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to 
Chairman McKay, Virginia is committed to providing 
dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along the I-
495 corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures the 495 NEXT project, together with 
the existing 495 Express Lanes, will provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people. 
 
Transit 



 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Dear VDOT 495 NEXT, 
I am concerned that VDOT is forging ahead with plans to widen the 
beltway based on pre-pandemic travel patterns and without truly 
looking at alternatives that would provide more sustainable travel 
options for the region. Traffic patterns have changed significantly due 
to the pandemic and will continue to shift as our economy reopens and 
our workforce adjusts to new ways of working and living. A recent 

Margaret 
Rhodes 

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 



study commissioned by the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
indicated there will be a long-term increase in telecommuting of 15% 
or more.  The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. Any 
effort to improve travel choices and reliability in this corridor must 
include a commitment to high capacity public transit, like affordable 
bus rapid transit and rail, that is connected with safe walking and 
biking options.  While we appreciate that VDOT included a parallel 
shared-use trail and bicycle and pedestrian improvements, the lack of 
transit is extremely shortsighted.  Fairfax County’s comprehensive plan 
acknowledges that high-capacity transit is essential to the economic 
success of the Tysons Urban Center. With the effects of climate change 
increasingly apparent, massive highway expansions like this proposal 
must be reevaluated. Transit and transit-oriented communities must 
be our first priority.  VDOT should put the project on hold, reassess 
their findings in light of pandemic-induced changes in travel patterns, 
and commit to providing enhanced transit in any project that moves 
forward. Thank you for your time and consideration. Sincerely, 

be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring of 2021. 
 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 



implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 
 
MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative. 
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Support Mr. Lerner, 
I was asked to send this letter along to you.  Please let me know if you 
need anything further. 
Thank you, 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Mr. Lerner: 
Virginians for Better Transportation (VBT) is a public education and 
outreach initiative that advocates for solutions to ensure Virginia's 
transportation needs are met. VBT was founded in 2005 as a 
collaboration of business and community leaders concerned about 
how lack of investment in Virginia's infrastructure was affecting the 
quality of life for all Virginians and impacting the state's economic 
stability. VBT has established its reputation as a credible and factual 
resource for transportation-related issues. I write today to express our 
support for the 495 Next Project. This two-mile extension of the 
current 495 Express Lanes north to the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway will: 
• Dramatically increase safety; • Reduce travel time; • Create a viable 
travel choice that will reduce cut-through traffic on local roads;• Drive 
economic development in the area; • Generate over $850 million in 
economic activity during construction; and • Create over $6,000 jobs. 
Each of these factors alone is important. Combined, the 495 Next 
Project benefits clearly meet the criteria of responsible and responsive 
transportation investment for the Northern Virginia region. Please 
contact me when VBT can be of further assistance in moving the 495 
Next Project forward. 

Jan 
Morehead 
 
Virginia 
Transporta
tion 
Constructio
n Alliance 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website. 
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Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 

Asad Alam 
and Arifa 
Amanullah 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
304 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
305 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
306 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 

Jun Liu and 
Kelly Wang 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
307 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
308 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
309 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
310 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
311 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
312 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
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Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
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Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 

Ian and 
Fran 
Gerrard 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
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Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 

Chris and 
Kim 
Pakstys 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
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Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
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Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
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Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
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Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
320 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
321 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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Deborah 
Richardson 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
322 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 

Eduardo 
Abraham 
and Amelia 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
323 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
324 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
325 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
326 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
327 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
328 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
329 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
330 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
331 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
332 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
333 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
334 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 

Bill and 
Julia Yan 
Wang 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
335 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 

Zeena 
Aljibury 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
336 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
337 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
338 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
339 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
340 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
341 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 

Derrick and 
Luayne 
Crandall 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
342 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 

Edna 
Dougherty 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
343 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
344 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 

Eric Craven 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
345 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
346 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
347 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
348 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
349 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
350 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
351 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
352 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
353 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
354 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
355 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 

Steve and 
Terre Hall 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
356 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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Neeta Patel 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
357 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
358 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
359 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
360 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
361 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
362 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
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running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 



announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
363 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
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to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 



impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 



neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. We also oppose any 
eminent domain proceedings involving our private property! 
Respectfully, 

201015.
364 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. A line-of-sight of the 
beltway is not sound abatement! • In addition, expansion of the 
interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion Bridge without a 
widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will cause more even 
more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A postponement 
of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems logical and 
feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-foot paved 
path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does the mixed-
use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement of the path 
along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 60-foot 
section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near Lewinsville 
Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to link up 
with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing wildlife 
habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few remaining 
patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an avenue along 
which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, box turtles, 
woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian raptors hunt for 
food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, bushes and other 
native plant species. • Require substantial storm water management 

Matthew 
and Sheila 
Gibney 
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measures to level the proposed trail bed with no discernable benefit to 
the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers or runners.• Invite 
nonresidents with motives other than walking, running or cycling to 
peruse our community for vandalism and theft targets of opportunity. 
As a bustling and family-oriented neighborhood, Timberly South 
presents an attractive target.• Surrounds trail users with high voltage 
electrical fields with undetermined effects on health and wellness from 
the three 230 KV lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the 
three buried power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South 
We question the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small 
element in the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative 
impact on the Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the 
mixed-use path will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, 
which the TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in 
lighting and landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water 
collection basin approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to 
the Timberly South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident 
parking on Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run 
parking dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious 
accidents on Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or 
onto Lewinsville Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from 
Timberly Lane is already dangerous, with limited visibility in both 
directions.Given the above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the 
project, I would like answers to the following questions:1. What are 
VDOT's plans for the impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly 
Lane onto Lewinsville Road with the addition of construction traffic and 
interruptions and use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will 
there be a construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly 
South neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 



such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
365 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. *Highlighted* [First, I believe that the 
circumstances that prompted the plan for the extension of these 
Express lanes have changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT 
needs to go back to the drawing board and assess their necessity.] If 
this project is developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use 
path will have a dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a 
number of areas. Beltway Expansion *Highlighted [• The proposed 
beltway widening will encourage Increased traffic flow with 
corresponding increases in tire and engine noise to say nothing of air 
pollution.] The height of the current and proposed sound wall, which 
we had to pressure VDOT for during the last expansion, is less than the 
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elevation I total height of sound walls along similar portions of 1-495 
and 1-66. Unless the height of the sound wall ls increased to a uniform 
level from the Dulles Access Road to Old Dominion Drive, there will be 
an increased negative environmental impact on our entire community. 
Highlighted [• In addition, expansion of the interstate from the Dulles 
Access Road to the Legion Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 
1-495 in Maryland will cause more even more accidents and traffic 
congestion at the bridge. A postponement of the project until 
Maryland has finished its plan seems logical and feasible given current 
traffic demands.] Placement of a 10-foot paved path In the Dominion 
Virginia Power easement What does the mixed-use path add to our 
surrounding neighborhood? Placement of the path along our 
community's side of the sound wall as well as a 60-foot section that 
connects the new path to Timberly Lane near Lewinsville Road disrupts 
the current landscape and does not appear to link up with other paths 
at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing wildlife habitat. The 
Dominion Power easement connects the few remaining patches of 
parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an avenue along which a 
variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, box turtles, 
woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian raptors hunt for 
food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, bushes and other 
native plant species. • Require substantial storm water management 
measures to level the proposed trail bed with no discernable benefit to 
the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers or runners.• Invite 
nonresidents with motives other than walking, running or cycling to 
peruse our community for vandalism and theft targets of opportunity. 
As a bustling and family-oriented neighborhood, Timberly South 
presents an attractive target.• Surrounds trail users with high voltage 
electrical fields with undetermined effects on health and wellness from 
the three 230 KV lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the 
three buried power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South 
*Highlighted [We question the benefit of the path, other than to the 
satisfy one small element in the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus 
the negative impact on the Timberly South neighborhood.] 
Construction of the mixed-use path will:• Destroy the existing entrance 
to Timberly South, which the TSHOA recently improved by expensive 
investments in lighting and landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for 
a water collection basin approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the 
entrance to the Timberly South community.*Highlighted [• Increase 
the potential for nonresident parking on Timberly Lane. This could 
mirror the current Scott's Run parking dilemma and hazard.• Raise the 
probability of serious accidents on Lewinsville Road as increased traffic 
try to exit from or onto Lewinsville Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville 
Road from Timberly Lane is already dangerous, with limited visibility in 



both directions.] Given the above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the 
project, I would like answers to the following questions:1. What are 
VDOT's plans for the impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly 
Lane onto Lewinsville Road with the addition of construction traffic and 
interruptions and use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will 
there be a construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly 
South neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 



project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201015.
366 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean homeowner who lives in the Timberly South 
neighborhood. Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed 
expansion of Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used 
path along the sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant 
concerns regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances 
that prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
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discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 



such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201016.
367 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

Mr. Doug 
Cowan 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201016.
368 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Mr. Dave 
Lepkowski 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201016.
369 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 

Mr. Darius 
Massoudi 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201017.
370 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Ms. Natalie 
Fisher 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201017.
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 

Mrs Nancy 
Lorentson 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. Now is the time to move 
forward with this regionally significant project that will benefit our 
transportation network, economy, and community for many years to 
come. 
Sincerely, 

201017.
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Dr. 
Shahzad 
Rahman 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation 

Mr. Mike 
Sharkey 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Bottom line the traffics is a mess. Need to redo the bridge on rt 193 as  
well. Block ups clog the local arteries 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201018.
374 

Design Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : Please try to work in conjunction with the 
widening of the Legion bridge if at all possible, it would be nice not to 
create a giant merge headache at the Legion Bridge. Also, please look 
at adding an entrance/exit in both directions to the VA 193 
Georgetown Pike (Exit 44), and to Exit 43 (GW Parkway). It would also 
be prudent to replace the current GW Parkway bridge, as it would 
probably have to be replaced to accommodate the HOT lanes over the 
Legion Bridge in the future. 
495NextComments_Q02 : No. 
495NextComments_Q03 : If possible add an entrance/exit to Exit 44 VA 
193 Georgetown Pike, this is a popular way to VA 7 West. Also, if 
possible, add entrance/exit to the lanes in both directions to Exit 43 
GW Parkway to reduce the work needing to be done in the future. This 
will necessitate replacing the current GW Parkway bridge over I-495. 

Mark Fiero The VDOT and Maryland Departments of Transportation 
understand the importance of widening the American Legion 
Memorial Bridge (ALMB) to address the traffic congestion in 
the corridor. While the analysis shows that the 
implementation of the Express Lanes Extension helps move 
2,500 more people per hour in both directions prior to the 
widening of the ALMB, this number is increased to 5,400 
with the bridge widening. The goal of the Virginia and 
Maryland teams is to minimize the period of time between 
the completion of the I-495 NEXT project and the widening 
of the ALMB. 
 
Access from Georgetown Pike to the Express Lanes will not 
be provided as part of the proposed Project NEXT. However, 
the proposed layout of the Georgetown Pike interchange has 
been designed not to preclude a future ramp connection. 
The project does include connections from/to the Express 
lanes to the George Washington Memorial Parkway (GWMP). 
The GWMP bridge will indeed need to be replaced to 
accommodate the future Maryland managed lanes (HOT) on 
the ALMB. 

201018.
375 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Mr Dan 
Keating 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201018.
376 

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

Dear VDOT, 
Is the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension still a viable project? It's 
time to take a second look, and consider alternatives. Here?s why: 
?       Traffic patterns have changed due to COVID-19, and will continue 
to change as workers and employers adjust to new ways of working 
and living. The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. 
?       Fairfax County?s One Fairfax policy calls for driving economic 
growth through equity. Express Lanes are inherently inequitable, 
serving those with the most wealth. People traveling in the regular 
lanes will not enjoy the privilege of significantly shorter drive times. Is 
it justifiable to spend a half billion dollars to reward only those who can 
afford the tolls? 
?       Transit options are lacking.  VDOT?s own goals include providing 
additional travel choices and improving travel reliability, which should 
include bus rapid transit and future rail capacity. Fairfax County?s 
comprehensive plan acknowledges that high-capacity transit is 
essential to the economic success of Tysons Urban Center. 
Please put the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension project on hold 
until a more robust analysis is performed. 
Sincerely, 

Joseph 
Vaughn  

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring 2021. 
 



Equity 
 
Data from transponder transactions on the existing express 
lanes system show that users are representative of the 
overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated socioeconomic 
characteristics. The Washington Post reported in 2018: 
“…most 495 and 95 express users are not affluent…. About 
60 percent of the frequent users said they have household 
incomes of less than $100,000…” Also, according to a 
Washington Post report, the average toll rates for Virginia’s 
managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are $5.40 and $8.45 per 
trip, respectively. Experience in Virginia on I-495 shows that 
82 percent of customers spend less than $20 a month and 85 
percent of trips were less than $12. On the Virginia I-95 
Express Lanes, 74 percent of customers spend less than $20 
a month. 

In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 Express 
Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, vanpools and 
buses to provide faster and more reliable travel. As indicated 
in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to 
Chairman McKay, Virginia is committed to providing 
dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along the I-
495 corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures the 495 NEXT project, together with 
the existing 495 Express Lanes, will provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people. 

 
Transit 
 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 



drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles. 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 

MDOT recently recommended a Preferred Alternative for I-
495 in Maryland which includes HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger 
high occupancy tolled lanes), which is consistent with VDOT’s 
Express Lanes system. Maryland studied but did not select a 
rail alternative as the preferred alternative.  

 
 

201018.
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 

Mrs Nancy 
Lorentson 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201018.
378 

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : No 
495NextComments_Q03 : Express lanes are just another way for rich 
people to avoid the problems that the rest of us can't buy our way out 
of. We need to stop all these road projects and improve our public 
transportation. 

Charles 
Sheffield 

Data from transponder transactions on the existing express 
lanes system show that users are representative of the 
overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated socioeconomic 
characteristics. The Washington Post reported in 2018: 
“…most 495 and 95 express users are not affluent…. About 
60 percent of the frequent users said they have household 
incomes of less than $100,000…” Also, according to a 
Washington Post report, the average toll rates for Virginia’s 
managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are $5.40 and $8.45 per 
trip, respectively. Experience in Virginia on I-495 shows that 
82 percent of customers spend less than $20 a month and 85 
percent of trips were less than $12. On the Virginia I-95 
Express Lanes, 74 percent of customers spend less than $20 
a month. 

In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 Express 
Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, vanpools and 
buses to provide faster and more reliable travel. As indicated 
in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to 
Chairman McKay, Virginia is committed to providing 
dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along the I-
495 corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures the 495 NEXT project, together with 
the existing 495 Express Lanes, will provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 

Amb. Frank 
Almaguer 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201018.
380 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. At a time 
when our region is struggling to cope with the economic consequences 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded project will 
create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of millions of new 
dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Mr. Travis 
Simon 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201018.
703 

Environm
ental, 
 
Design 

Dear Abi: 
RE: Live Oak Drive neighborhood and Green Oak Drive in particular and 
Storm Water Management 
The VDOT data for the stretch of the Beltway from the Route 267 
Interchange to Georgetown Pike is clear as are illustrations for some 
SWM ponds. 
I toured this area with VDOT and Transurban’s subcontractors in 2009 
to inspect SWM. There are identifiable trouble spots here especially 
where the stream is in almost direct contact  

Merrily 
Pierce 
MCA EP&R 
Committee 
 

Design 
 
Project NEXT will upgrade and restore ditches and channels 
that are directly impacted by construction.  The Project team 
has been coordinating directly with Fairfax County on 
constructing enhanced outfalls  within the project limits and 
to providing funding for the restoration of Scotts Run. 
Stormwater management will be provided and constructed 
in accordance with VDOT and DEQ standards. 



with the road eg at the end of Churchill Road and where 
subcontractors broke through a sewer trunk line when the HOT lanes 
were being constructed at that time. We anticipate additional 
future issues along this stretch where tons of fill were brought into this 
sensitive floodplain with that expansion and any additional fill that will 
be added that obstructs and or contributes to natural water flow. 
In addition to these concerns, we are now focused on the most vocal 
complains from the Live Oak Drive neighborhood. There are severe 
drainage issues all along Live Oak Drive 
and where homes are built on the ridge lines behind several natural 
gullies. Four specific areas of concern are: 
1) The deep gully adjacent to the Swim Club where the edge of Live 
Oak Drive collapsed and has recently been reinforced with wood and 
large rip rap boulders.  
2) The natural gully behind Green Oak Drive that empties into the 
Potomac and that has become badly eroded with Dominion Virginia 
wires exposed.  
3) The terminus of Live Oak Drive just below the Beltway side where 15 
feet below the road by the Potomac National Heritage Trail where a 
concrete culvert drains water from the road into #4 below 
4) A badly eroded 10 foot wide 15 foot deep erosion channel parallel to 
the Beltway that originates just below the Live Oak Drive overpass, 
with broken infrastructure that directs additional SW into the ditch 
from an unknown origin and that empties directly into the river. 
The VDOT maps that have been of use to us are the map in the 2020 EA 
on page 262 (Tax Map 21-2) and the Natural Resources Technical 
Report map in the appendices and 
from the pre-Octber 5 public hearing materials provided online. We 
have also reviewed the county’s LIDAR maps for topography. 
It does not appear that NEPA regulations require that VDOT address 
stormwater management and that is where we are running into 
problems.  We need to see where all the historic culverts and 
underground pipes are located 
so we can find the source of current drainage issues but also where 
future culverts and concrete infrastructure are going to be placed so 
future impacts can be judged. Our great concern is that 
VDOT states that they are not responsible for cumulative impacts of 
the project in both the 2005 EIS (which is not on the Project Website) 
and the current EA. There must be some responsibility for 
the drainage channel as illustrated below, for instance, that directly 
bisects National Park Service land and that is the direct result of past 
Beltway construction, as well as the mess with the collapsed roadway 
on Live Oak Drive. We also need, for instance, to establish a 

 
Environmental 
 
Cumulative Impacts 
 
Cumulative effects are addressed in Section 3.18.2 of the EA, 
as well as in the I‐495 Indirect and Cumulative Effects 
Technical Report. For example, the EA concludes “ The Build 
Alternative could result in short-term reduced water quality, 
floodplain impacts, and forestland and wetland impacts, but 
should be minimized by implementation of state-mandated 
BMPs and conformance with current stormwater regulations. 
Therefore, the Build Alternative is unlikely to substantially 
contribute to the further impairment of any impaired 
waterbody. The Build Alternative’s cumulative effect on 
protected species and their habitat would be mitigated 
through coordination with permitting agencies and 
minimized with avoidance measures.” 

 
VDOT is responsible for mitigating the I-495 NEXT project’s 
contribution to cumulative impacts.  

  
Stormwater Management 
 
I-495 NEXT is required to comply with the administration, 
implementation, and enforcement of the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Act through permits issued by a 
Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) 
authority. In accordance with the Virginia Administrative 
Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater management infrastructure 
would be provided to address runoff from new impervious 
surfaces.  Water quality best management practices (BMP) 
would mitigate the nutrient impact from the new impervious 
surfaces. Water quantity would be addressed through the 
implementation of stormwater management facilities, 
adequate outfall, and channel and flood protection 
requirements. Stormwater management facilities would be 
designed to address runoff capacity and velocity, and 
receiving waters would be analyzed for outfall adequacy. 

 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity for 
the existing impervious area within the limits of disturbance 
are not required in accordance with I-495 NEXT’s specific 
project requirements as outlined in 9VAC25-870. Runoff for 



direct relationship with respect to the gully behind Green Oak Drive 
but because of heavy vegetation and inaccessibility next to the actual 
Beltway ramps, have not been able to do so.  
One also cannot discount the fact that we must live with past county 
land use decisions with respect to housing construction on 
topographically challenged land and the original decisions to locate the 
Beltway through environmentally sensitive areas including parkland 
and the impact of the 
1972 and 1994 widenings. 
Please see photos below of #4. 
We appreciate your assistance in providing us with a more 
comprehensive view of past and current storm water management 
plans and infrastructure with regard to the I-495 NEXT Project. 
Thank you. 

  

 

the existing impervious surface is being addressed through 
VDOT’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4).  

 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options to 
the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) to 
provide a holistic view of impacts to the surrounding 
properties should the project meet County requirements. 
VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that the impact to 
residences and loss of natural habitat were too great to 
follow more stringent regulations. This documentation has 
also been shared with Fairfax County. The current SWM 
approach for the I-495 NEXT project satisfies the 
requirements to the maximum extent practicable with the 
application of both onsite SWM facilities and nutrient 
credits. This approach was confirmed after 18 months of 
coordination between VDEQ, VDOT and Fairfax County to 
identify a balanced solution. 



       

201019.
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Mr. Chris 
Aquino 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Mr Vadim 
Maslov 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201019.
382 

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

Support 

Dear VDOT, 
Is the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension still a viable project? It's 
time to take a second look, and consider alternatives. Here?s why: 
?       Traffic patterns have changed due to COVID-19, and will continue 
to change as workers and employers adjust to new ways of working 
and living. The previous needs assessment may no longer be valid. 
?       Fairfax County?s One Fairfax policy calls for driving economic 
growth through equity. Express Lanes are inherently inequitable, 
serving those with the most wealth. People traveling in the regular 
lanes will not enjoy the privilege of significantly shorter drive times. Is 
it justifiable to spend a half billion dollars to reward only those who can 
afford the tolls? 
?       Transit options are lacking.  VDOT?s own goals include providing 
additional travel choices and improving travel reliability, which should 
include bus rapid transit and future rail capacity. Fairfax County?s 
comprehensive plan acknowledges that high-capacity transit is 
essential to the economic success of Tysons Urban Center. Please put 
the I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension project on hold until a 
more robust analysis is performed. Sincerely, 

Lisa 
Mathalon  

Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring 2021. 
 
Economic Growth and Equity 



 
Data from transponder transactions on the existing express 
lanes system show that users are representative of the 
overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated socioeconomic 
characteristics. The Washington Post reported in 2018: 
“…most 495 and 95 express users are not affluent…. About 
60 percent of the frequent users said they have household 
incomes of less than $100,000…” Also, according to a 
Washington Post report, the average toll rates for Virginia’s 
managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are $5.40 and $8.45 per 
trip, respectively. Experience in Virginia on I-495 shows that 
82 percent of customers spend less than $20 a month and 85 
percent of trips were less than $12. On the Virginia I-95 
Express Lanes, 74 percent of customers spend less than $20 
a month. 
 
Transit 
 
In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 Express 
Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, vanpools and 
buses to provide faster and more reliable travel. As indicated 
in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to 
Chairman McKay, Virginia is committed to providing 
dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along the I-
495 corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures the 495 NEXT project, together with 
the existing 495 Express Lanes, will provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
I live in McLean and serve on the Executive Committee of the Northern 
Virginia Transportation Alliance.  This project is critical to Northern 
Virginia’s transportation future. In addition to expanding travel 
capacity, creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at one 
of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an 
integrated express lanes network – one of this area’s top long-range 
transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 

Mark 
Looney 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Dennis Liu Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 

John 
Burgum 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Roy 
Beckner 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201020.
387 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

Testing 
Test 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

MICHAEL 
DINSMORE 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 

Brooke 
Kane 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201020.
390 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

John 
Tupper 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northen Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 

David 
Tanenbau
m 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

ERIC 
WANG 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Bike/Ped Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : Yes 
495NextComments_Q01b : I commute to work over the American 
Legion Bridge each day, and I look forward to the improvements. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 

Mark 
Tipton 

1) VDOT evaluated a potential connection to the trail 
that runs parallel to the Potomac River within the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway park area. However, after 
coordination with National Park Service staff, it was 



495NextComments_Q03 : I am also interested in using the Shared Use 
Path. I have these suggestions: 
1) There should be a trail connection to the park trails just south of the 
American Legion Bridge on the Virginia side of the river. 
2) The intersection at Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike should have 
pedestrian crosswalks on all four sides. 
3) The Lewinsville Road overpass needs a Shared Use Path on at least 
one side to cross I-495. 
4) There should be a trail connection to Tysons. 
Thank you. 

determined that a connection of a paved trail to the unpaved 
trail parallel to the river was undesirable.  
2) The intersection of Balls Hill Road and Georgetown 
Pike is anticipated to include crosswalks on all four sides.  
3) The I-495 NEXT project is not reconstructing the 
Lewinsville Road bridge. The existing bridge includes five-
foot sidewalks and five-foot bike lanes on each side. 
4) A potential means of routing users from the south 
end of the proposed shared use path to Tysons could be to 
use the existing shared use path on the north side of 
Lewinsville Road, from Timberly Lane to Route 123/Great 
Falls Street, then the Dolley Madison Boulevard Walkway — 
recently completed as part of the Tysons Metrorail Station 
Access Improvement Projects — between Great Falls Street 
and the McLean Metro Station at Scotts Crossing Road in 
Tysons. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

James 
Martell 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 

Jack Albert Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Ron 
Jakominich 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Mark 
Serfass 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Matthew 
Kim 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Anis Shaikh Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 

Matthew 
Beales 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Brian 
Komar 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Jacqueline 
Komar 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
Although not traditionally considered to be a part of Northern Virginia, 
the Richmond metropolitan area continues to become more of an 
essential community in support of Washington and Northern Virginia. 
Because of the regional significance of this project, the benefit 
provided will also provide benefit to users throughout Central Virginia. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Andrew 
Knowlton 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
404 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 

Rami 
Shamout 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
405 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Kelsie 
Butcher 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
406 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 

Tim 
Freeland 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
407 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Adrienne 
Freeland 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
408 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 

Jim 
McGuire 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
409 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Tom 
Freeland 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
410 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 

Jessie 
Freeland 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
411 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Roy Keeler Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
412 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 

Jamie Keys Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201021.
413 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Shelby 
Gordon 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
414 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 

Chun Kim Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
415 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Richard 
Entsminger 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
416 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 

James 
Robertson 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
417 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy and help bolster local 
companies, suppliers, and their employees whos continued strength 
supports maintaining all VDOT roads.  
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Francis Day Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
418 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 

Lawrence 
Gordon 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
419 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Dave 
Cordingley 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
420 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 

Nick 
Gigliotti 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
421 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
As a citizen of Northern Virginia who frequently travels the DC Metro 
corridor, I fully support this project. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Scott 
Cocherell 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
422 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 

Jewell 
Bowen 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
423 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Jack Albert Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
424 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
TWIMC, 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

Roy 
Beckner 
Director of 
Business 
Developme
nt 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

S. W. 
Rodgers, 
Co. Inc. 
 

201021.
425 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
As a transportation professional, the I-495 corridor and the 
improvements at the American Legion bridge are critical to provide a 
linkage between the two states to ensure economic well being. The 
lack of capacity significantly increase the risk of travel to/from 
Maryland and the inability to be able to provide a reliable access route 
inhibits the regional growth opportunities. I used to have to travel once 
a month for projects  in Maryland  and can not depend on  reliable 
travel time to destinations from Reston to Columbia and Baltimore, 
due to the traffic congestion from the Dulles Toll Road to I-270.   While 
the COVID conditions have reduced my bridge crossing requirements in 
2020, I anticipate a return to 'normal' travel patterns in 2021-2022 and 
strongly recommend upgrading this bottleneck, if not for the local trips 
business  but for the regional destinations on weekends to 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey    The need The I-495 next project is an 
important linkage in providing reliable travel options for the Beltway.  
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 

Douglas 
Kennedy 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
Proceeding with the plans allows the design team to review value 
engineering solutions to minimize environmental impacts and promote 
multi-modal options;  a no build scenario can not address the lack of 
transportation reliability for I-495 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
426 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Shelby 
Gordon 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
427 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 

Frank 
Almaguer 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201021.
428 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Charles 
Henegar 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
429 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

Kelsey 
Zimmerma
n 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
429 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

ALAN 
PISARSKI 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
430 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

Elizabeth 
Coya 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
431 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Randy 
Boice 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
432 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

James 
Irving 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
433 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

LaVerne 
Smith-
Sanford 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
434 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

LaVerne 
Smith-
Sanford 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
435 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Neeraj 
Tiwari 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
436 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

Megan 
Howie 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
437 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Marla 
DeCriscio 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
438 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

Nicholas 
Choi 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
439 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Christine 
Swain 
Parsons 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
440 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

Carol 
Brydebell 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
441 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Bryan 
Steffen 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
442 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

Jennifer 
Montano 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201021.
443 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Becky 
Steffen 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
444 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 

David 
Logan 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
445 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Susan 
Bynum 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 

Miranda 
Carter 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Chris Smith Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 

Erica 
Thorne 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely,1 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Henry 
Allison 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201021.
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Timberly The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495comments : Comments 
I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Study 

Junius S. 
Morgan 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


Thank you for the opportunity to share a viewpoint of the proposed I-
495 Express Lanes and the public path behind our community. 
We first became aware of this project through the postcard received a 
couple of weeks ago. I have received no other prior notification of the 
project. 
The time required to fully review the chest of 20 documents in the 
Community Center hall would require months not days. Notification of 
the all potentially affected parties has been minimal due in some part 
to the timing of the Covid 19 virus and quarantines imposed thereby. 
I have lived at my present location for more than 37 years. Without the 
sound wall and with the sound wall and From an increase from 6 to 13 
lanes east of my house. I am well acquainted with highway noise. and 
the mitigation thereof. 
Elevate the Soundwall 
Based on our review of the 2025 map, there appears to be no plan for 
an increase in the height of the soundwall sections backing the 
triangular Parcels C located west of the easement between Timberly 
Lane and Timberly Court and between Timberly Court and Huntmaster 
Lane. The dips in the power easement terrain represent approximate 
50 foot declines in elevation at roughly 55 yard intervals between high 
and low points in the easement . A substantial amount of clean fill will 
be required to help level the walking path. Filling the dips in the terrain 
will raise the contour and ground level. Accordingly, a substantial 
increase in the height of the soundwall panels will be needed to 
properly mitigate the increased traffic noise. Sound travels in a straight 
line from roadways. In the fall and winter months, the roadway is 
especially visible from the rear of many properties that back those two 
triangular parcels. The existing soundwall height has been painfully 
inadequate to sufficiently mitigate noise pollution from I-495 at these 
two points. Tree leaves are inadequate. The only effective mitigants of 
traffic noise to include engines and tires and not to mention sirens are 
distance and mass. An effectively higher sound wall remains the only 
viable option for noise mitigation for our community. 
Parking Problem 
The establishment of curb parking at the intersection of Lewinsville 
Road and Timberly Lane has the potential for accidents. The Lewinsville 
Road bridge over the Beltway is an effective blind spot for traffic trying 
to enter Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane. Cars coming down 
Lewinsville Road from the west and crossing the bridge from the East 
build up speed coming downgrade making entry onto Lewinsville Road 
from Timberly Lane already challenging. Lewinsville Rd. is colloquially 
referred to as the ‘Tyson’s Bypass;’ additional challenges will result 
from curbside parking directly accessing Lewinsville Road. Additionally, 
overflow from the proposed parking area access to the public path will 

 



encourage parking along Timberly Lane and pose a nuisance and 
hazards to residents. 
Neighborhood Security 
By the placement of a paved public path behind the Timberly South 
subdivision, non-residents with other than recreational objectives are 
being invited to peruse our community for vandalism and theft targets 
of opportunity. As an affluent neighborhood, Timberly South presents 
an attractive target. Accordingly we request that a chain link security 
fence at least six feet in height be installed along the entire length of 
the Timberly South subvivision thereby limiting access to the backs of 
approximately 35 Timberly South residences from the public path. 
Construction of a public path behind the subdivision effectively takes 
away defacto protections afforded the community by the existing 
soundwall and the limitation of public access to the easement by 
Dominion Power. This issue directly affects at least 45 of 86 homes in 
our subdivision. 
In summary, our concerns regarding security, traffic hazards and noise 
abatement need to be factored into the planning process before it 
proceeds any further. 
Thank you for your consideration of these matters. 
Nowhere in the sound studies was I able to find any reference to “jake 
braking”. A compression release brake, also commonly known as a 
“jake brake,” opens the exhaust valves at the top of the compression 
stroke, creating a loud noise similar to the firing of a gun and 
commonly used by truckers coming downgrade from Rt. 123 to the 
LMB in both light and heavy traffic periods. 
Air Quality 
The lack of a specific plan from Maryland to increase the size of the 
Legion Bridge or I-495 between that bridge and I-270 would mean 
increased delays on the northbound inner loop of I-495 from the Dulles 
Access Road to the Legion Bridge at many different times of day but 
particularly morning and evening rush hours. With such delays come 
rising levels of air pollution from auto exhaust emissions. We do not 
feel that the potential for increased pollution levels at different times 
of day has been factored into the planning process. Given its location 
at the top of the traffic funnel from the Dulles Access Road to the 
Legion Bridge, the Timberly South community would be significantly 
impacted by higher auto emission levels during traffic delays. 
Accordingly, further environmental impact studies will be needed if the 
project is to proceed. 
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Timberly The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495comments : Comments 
I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Study 
Thank you for the opportunity to share a viewpoint of the proposed I-
495 Express Lanes and the public path behind our community. 
We first became aware of this project through the postcard received a 
couple of weeks ago. I have received no other prior notification of the 
project. 
The time required to fully review the chest of 20 documents in the 
Community Center hall would require months not days. Notification of 
the all potentially affected parties has been minimal due in some part 
to the timing of the Covid 19 virus and quarantines imposed thereby. 
I have lived at my present location for more than 37 years. Without the 
sound wall and with the sound wall and From an increase from 6 to 13 
lanes east of my house. I am well acquainted with highway noise. and 
the mitigation thereof. 
Elevate the Soundwall 
Based on our review of the 2025 map, there appears to be no plan for 
an increase in the height of the soundwall sections backing the 
triangular Parcels C located west of the easement between Timberly 
Lane and Timberly Court and between Timberly Court and Huntmaster 
Lane. The dips in the power easement terrain represent approximate 
50 foot declines in elevation at roughly 55 yard intervals between high 
and low points in the easement . A substantial amount of clean fill will 
be required to help level the walking path. Filling the dips in the terrain 
will raise the contour and ground level. Accordingly, a substantial 
increase in the height of the soundwall panels will be needed to 
properly mitigate the increased traffic noise. Sound travels in a straight 
line from roadways. In the fall and winter months, the roadway is 
especially visible from the rear of many properties that back those two 
triangular parcels. The existing soundwall height has been painfully 
inadequate to sufficiently mitigate noise pollution from I-495 at these 
two points. Tree leaves are inadequate. The only effective mitigants of 
traffic noise to include engines and tires and not to mention sirens are 
distance and mass. An effectively higher sound wall remains the only 
viable option for noise mitigation for our community. 
Parking Problem 
The establishment of curb parking at the intersection of Lewinsville 
Road and Timberly Lane has the potential for accidents. The Lewinsville 
Road bridge over the Beltway is an effective blind spot for traffic trying 
to enter Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane. Cars coming down 
Lewinsville Road from the west and crossing the bridge from the East 
build up speed coming downgrade making entry onto Lewinsville Road 

Junius S. 
Morgan 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


from Timberly Lane already challenging. Lewinsville Rd. is colloquially 
referred to as the ‘Tyson’s Bypass;’ additional challenges will result 
from curbside parking directly accessing Lewinsville Road. Additionally, 
overflow from the proposed parking area access to the public path will 
encourage parking along Timberly Lane and pose a nuisance and 
hazards to residents. 
Neighborhood Security 
By the placement of a paved public path behind the Timberly South 
subdivision, non-residents with other than recreational objectives are 
being invited to peruse our community for vandalism and theft targets 
of opportunity. As an affluent neighborhood, Timberly South presents 
an attractive target. Accordingly we request that a chain link security 
fence at least six feet in height be installed along the entire length of 
the Timberly South subvivision thereby limiting access to the backs of 
approximately 35 Timberly South residences from the public path. 
Construction of a public path behind the subdivision effectively takes 
away defacto protections afforded the community by the existing 
soundwall and the limitation of public access to the easement by 
Dominion Power. This issue directly affects at least 45 of 86 homes in 
our subdivision. 
In summary, our concerns regarding security, traffic hazards and noise 
abatement need to be factored into the planning process before it 
proceeds any further. Thank you for your consideration of these 
matters. 
Nowhere in the sound studies was I able to find any reference to “jake 
braking”. A compression release brake, also commonly known as a 
“jake brake,” opens the exhaust valves at the top of the compression 
stroke, creating a loud noise similar to the firing of a gun and 
commonly used by truckers coming downgrade from Rt. 123 to the 
LMB in both light and heavy traffic periods. 
Air Quality 
The lack of a specific plan from Maryland to increase the size of the 
Legion Bridge or I-495 between that bridge and I-270 would mean 
increased delays on the northbound inner loop of I-495 from the Dulles 
Access Road to the Legion Bridge at many different times of day but 
particularly morning and evening rush hours. With such delays come 
rising levels of air pollution from auto exhaust emissions. We do not 
feel that the potential for increased pollution levels at different times 
of day has been factored into the planning process. Given its location 
at the top of the traffic funnel from the Dulles Access Road to the 
Legion Bridge, the Timberly South community would be significantly 
impacted by higher auto emission levels during traffic delays. 
Accordingly, further environmental impact studies will be needed if the 
project is to proceed. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Sharone 
Paredes 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Sear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 

David 
Costa 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Hannah 
Mathews 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Tom 
Twomey 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

201021.
457 

Oppose Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is not critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. 
Maryland only funds road projects that have a mass transit portion to 
it.  
this will only move the gridlock up two miles to GW parkway or on 
legion bridge.   Which is worse than the current situation.  If VDOT is 
just doing this to push more money towards the developer, maybe it 
should learn the lesson that this kind of partnership doesn't work in 
our region. 
Their is no reason to do this - it doesn't fix the grid-lock just pushes it 
further a couple of miles, causes harm to the environment and to the 
residential properties around it.  It makes no common sense, no 
financial sense.    Please stop this madness. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Omer 
Malik 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted.  Strikethrough added at commentor’s request after 
comment was submitted. 
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Individual 
Property 
& ROW 

Dear Sir/Madam; 
Our family has a home at [ADDRESS REMOVED].  Our use and 
enjoyment of our home will be directly and adversely impacted both by 
(i) the final reconfiguration of Old Dominion Drive and the new bridge 
across the beltway, and(ii) the long construction period that will 
adversely impact our daily lives for a substantial period of time.   Given 
the direct impacts on our real property and our use and enjoyment of 
that property, we request answers to the following questions: 
Please direct me to the place(s) in the current plans and/or contractual 
documents that address the following areas: 
1.       the schedule and length of time our property will be subject to 
construction for the relocation of the road, bridge and the construction 
of the shared bike path; 
2.      the traffic management plan for ensuring that backups do not 
occur on Old Dominion and that homeowners can exit their properties; 
3.      the plans for ensuring that access to our driveway and home is 
maintained at all times; 
4.      whether and what type of fence will be created between the 
construction zone and our private property; 

James and 
Susan 
Cassidy 

The below responses were provided by email to the 
homeowners on Dec. 5, 2020, by Abi Lerner. 
 
1. At this time, we do not have information on the schedule 
for the work that will be done in the vicinity of your property. 
A detailed schedule will be developed in later phases of the 
project (final design and construction). 

2. At this time, we have not developed 
the traffic management plan. A traffic management plan will 
be developed in later phases of the project (final design).   

3.     Access to all driveways and entrances will generally be 
maintained at all times, unless there is a suitable alternative 
access.  

4.      At this time, we have not developed details about 
construction fencing. These details will be developed during 
final design. 



5.      the length of time the current noise barriers currently on the 
beltway behind our house will be missing during construction and the 
plans for noise abatement for the project as a whole; 
6.      the plans for ensuring that construction workers comply with the 
requirements necessary to guard against the spread of COVID to 
homeowners as they work on our land; 
7.     the assessment that the project will not impact the well water that 
we rely on for drinking and bathing; 
8.     the plan to ensure that the area of disturbance will be adhered to 
and that trees will not be cut down unless necessary for the project; 
9.     the plan for replanting trees that are removed for the project; 
10.   the location of staging equipment and the length of time it will 
remain; 
11.   direction on how VDOT and Trans Urban plan to access our 
property to perform the work, especially the work on the new location 
for Old Dominion Drive; 
12.  direction on how soon before work begins homeowners must be 
notified; 
13.   the hours of operation for construction and the days when 
construction work will be permitted; 
14.   whether there will be a fence between the shared public bike path 
and private land such as our home; 
15.   whether the new water catchments specified behind our property 
will be wet or dry and the plans for mosquito control; 
16.    when the right-of-way acquisition process is expected to begin for 
our property. 
Sincerely, 

5.      At this time we do not have information on the length 
of time that noise barriers will be missing. We work with the 
contractors to make sure that the plans minimize to the 
extent possible the length of time that residential units are 
without the noise barriers. 

VDOT works with construction contractors and adjacent 
communities to minimize impact to adjacent communities 
during construction, including construction vehicle parking 
and ensuring residents have access to their homes. Where 
the soundwall is being impacted and replaced, construction 
access is expected to be primarily from the highway side of 
the project.  Construction access for areas behind the 
existing soundwall to remain in place will be evaluated with 
the contractor, with the goal to minimize impacts. 

6.      VDOT will make sure that contractors comply with all 
applicable regulations.  

7.     During construction, VDOT environmental inspectors 
will monitor the work to ensure compliance with regulations 
related to the protection of the water resources.  

8.     At this time, we do not have specific information on the 
trees that will be affected by the project. This will be 
developed during the final design phase of the project. 

9.     The project includes a revegetation program to replace 
trees lost due to the construction of the project where 
feasible following construction. In addition, VDOT has 
committed to providing a tree survey for impacted areas 
during the design and construction phase of the project, 
once more detailed plans are available.  The tree survey will 
be used to further document tree impacts and to inform the 
revegetation plan. 

10.   At this time, we do not have specific information about 
the location of staging. This information will be developed 
during the final design and construction phases of the 
project. 



11.    Per state regulations, we will coordinate with property 
owners prior to entering their properties. 

12.   We notify property owners weeks before work affecting 
their properties begins. 

13.   VDOT is committed to work with Transurban and the 
Construction Team to ensure that impacts to the community 
during construction are minimized to the extent possible. 
Night work will be conducted only when absolutely 
necessary.  

14.    As the project advances to final design, VDOT will work 
with the community as it relates to separation and screening 
of the path to identify mitigation strategies.   

15.   The stormwater facility is preliminarily proposed to be a 
dry swale.  It would fill with stormwater during rain events, 
but would be designed to infiltrate water into the soil within 
24 hours.  Note that this facility is subject to change as the 
design is progressed. VDOT would be responsible to 
maintain.  It will be fenced. 

16.    The right-of-way acquisition process is anticipated to 
begin in the second semester of 2021. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

Jessyka 
Parrington 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Jeff Powell Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

Stephen 
Zawitz 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Luciana 
Hughey 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

James 
Young 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Oppose Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
I do not support the 495 project.  A higher priority and better long term 
solution to 195/495 congestion than expanding the I95/495 system, is 
expanding the 301 corridor between Richmond and Baltimore and 
redirect the high volumn of truck traffic off I95/495 going to and from 
Northern Va. 
Construction on 495 for years will cause further havioc to traffic. We 
need mass people moving systems as a solution to local traffic. 
Building out the 301 corridor would not impact local traffic and have 
less of an impact on 301 as a lower volumn system. When finished, a 
3rd of the traffic on 495/95 system which are short and long haul 
trucks, when moved to the 301 enhanced traffic system, would 
effectively reduce traffic on 495 and provide the same benefit as the 
expanding the 495 system without the years of construction delay. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

John 
Willett 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Thomas 
Flanagan 

 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Tadeusz 
Lewis 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Nanette 
Shraga 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Nancy 
Broyhill 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

Tammy 
Powell 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Kyle Loving Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

Chris Sicks Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 

Jason 
Stanford 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

Sean 
Mattingly 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. Sincerely, 
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Noise Hi All, 
It was my pleasure to meet on skype in the last meeting. As Discussed 
we are against this extension as in the current situation we are facing a 
lot of noise from I495 highway and all windows and door shake with 
fast moving traffic. The wall is too low and as discussed the opposite 
side road is elevated and the wall is high compared to our side. 
Thanks, 

Farzana 
Begum 

[[Refers to ADDRESS REMOVED]] 
 
A preliminary noise study was completed as part of the 
environmental document, and a final noise study will be 
completed during the detailed design phase that is planned 
to start in the second half of 2021. Existing nose barriers will 
be evaluated following the VDOT’s Noise Policy and 
Guidance Manual. All noise sensitive sites including those 
behind existing noise barriers will be thoroughly evaluated 
during the detailed design phase. If existing noise barriers 
are physically impacted by the project and/or are shown to 
not adequately provide the required noise reduction as 
outlined in the VDOT Noise Guidance Manual, new taller 
barriers will be evaluated. It is important to note that all 
proposed replacement barriers at a minimum are required to 
meet or exceed the height of the existing noise barriers.   
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Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

Traffic 

Hello, 
I am writing to let you know that I totally oppose the extension of the 
toll lanes to the bridge.  I live in the neighborhood close to Balls Hill 
Road and we have all suffered from the impact of the toll lanes.  
Georgetown Pike is impassable during rush hours.  But the toll lane 
extension will not alleviate that situation.  Based on the charts you 
showed during the virtual meetings, the toll roads will only take 2 
minutes off the travel time of commuters in regular lanes by the end of 
the project.  The toll lanes will be a luxury that only the richest 
commuters can afford on a regular basis.  We should learn from past 
mistakes.  As you know, 66 is now a toll road during rush hours.  Pre-
Covid, it often cost up to $45 to take 66 from McLean to DC during the 
morning commute.  That is scandalous!  Especially at a time when 
Covid is further accentuating the gap between rich and poor. 
I believe that you should build a metro between Virginia and Maryland 
instead.  That would help in substantially reducing traffic for everyone.  
That option was discarded a long time ago, in 2012 I believe.  But 
things have changed drastically since then.  We are in the midst of a 
climate change crisis and cutting down hundreds of trees and 
destroying 3 acres of Scott’s Run Nature Preserve in order to build 
luxury lanes for the very rich will further aggravate the situation, not to 

Carol 
Wolter 

Travel Time Savings 

In the I-495 Traffic and Transportation Technical Report, 
please refer to Table 7-9 (2045 AM Peak Period Travel Time 
Comparison) and Table 7-10 (2045 PM Peak Period Travel 
Time Comparison). With the full build-out of this project and 
Maryland’s project in place, in the northbound direction of 
the GP lanes, there is a nearly 4-minute travel time savings in 
the AM peak period (from approximately 12 min in the No-
Build to roughly 8 min in the Build scenario), to go along with 
a 5.5-minute travel time savings to eastbound Route 267 due 
to reduced queue spillback from northbound I-495 (from 
approximately 7.5 to 2 min),  and 4.5-minute northbound GP 
lanes travel time savings in the PM peak period (from 
approximately 28 min to 23.5 min).  These travel time 
savings are attributable to having the seamless managed 
lanes systems connected across the state line. These GP 
lanes improvements are separate from travel time savings 
for users of the northbound Express Lanes, who have a 
seamless trip with reliable travel times in the Build condition 
but must use the congested GP lanes in the No Build 



mention increasing noise and pollution levels in my neighborhood and 
elsewhere.  I know you are talking of having buses transport people 
from Virginia to Maryland in the Express Lanes. However, buses don’t 
work in our society.  Very few people ride them because they are never 
on time and few and far between.  Buses only encourage people to 
take their own cars. 
It is time for VDOT to find solutions that benefit everyone, not just a 
rich few.  Please build a rail service instead. Thank you, 

condition.  

Covid 

 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the ultimate 
design year used to design the project, which is required to 
be a minimum of 20 years from the current year. The analysis 
of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models to 
account for anticipated growth. VDOT used the federally-
approved Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) travel demand forecast model to generate future 
year traffic forecasts. This regional model is the best tool 
available to assess traffic operations in the future. 
Furthermore, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
requires that states use the latest approved MWCOG model 
in the preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have recovered 
on average to approximately 80% of pre-COVID-19 volumes, 
and VDOT traffic data for segments of I-495 shows that daily 
traffic volumes have recovered to nearly 90% of pre-COVID-
19 volumes. Monitoring of traffic conditions along the 
American Legion Bridge over the past 6 months has 
demonstrated that congestion along this segment of I-495 is 
gradually returning to a regularly occurring regional 
bottleneck with slower speeds and progressively longer 
queues. Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-
COVID-19 levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. In order to understand the potential impacts of 
reduced traffic demand on the network and the proposed 
project, VDOT is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to 
traffic forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were long-
lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions in 
traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will be 
shared publicly upon completion in Spring 2021. 
 
Equity 
 
Data from transponder transactions on the existing express 



lanes system show that users are representative of the 
overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated socioeconomic 
characteristics. The Washington Post reported in 2018: 
“…most 495 and 95 express users are not affluent…. About 
60 percent of the frequent users said they have household 
incomes of less than $100,000…” Also, according to a 
Washington Post report, the average toll rates for Virginia’s 
managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are $5.40 and $8.45 per 
trip, respectively. Experience in Virginia on I-495 shows that 
82 percent of customers spend less than $20 a month and 85 
percent of trips were less than $12. On the Virginia I-95 
Express Lanes, 74 percent of customers spend less than $20 
a month. 
In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 Express 
Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, vanpools and 
buses to provide faster and more reliable travel. As indicated 
in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to 
Chairman McKay, Virginia is committed to providing 
dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along the I-
495 corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures the 495 NEXT project, together with 
the existing 495 Express Lanes, will provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people. 
 
Transit 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). 
Based on the characteristics of the corridor, the transit study 
does not recommend the implementation of rail transit in 
the corridor. The study recommends the implementation of 
bus transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to 
provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services along 
the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, together 
with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal 
solutions to move more people through the corridor. 



 
Traffic 
 
In regard to changes in traffic demand and travel time on 
side streets:  by increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-
495 and by providing a reliable travel option using the 
Express Lanes, drivers will have less incentive to use local 
cut-through routes. Traffic models project a reduction in 
traffic volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local 
street network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with 
the project in place, even in the interim condition prior to 
the Maryland managed lanes project being constructed.  
 
In regard to the statement that “the toll roads will only take 
2 minutes off the travel time of commuters in the regular 
lanes by the end of the project”, it is unclear where this 
figure is being derived. The tables  
from the virtual meetings show the following travel times 
savings for the GP lanes in 2045 (between Route 123 and 
Clara Barton Parkway): 
• Northbound: 4 minutes in the AM peak, 4.5 minutes 
in the PM peak. 
• Southbound: 4 minutes in the AM peak, no 
difference in the PM peak. 
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Miscellan
eous 

These emails are wrong.  I am strongly against the project. 
This project is not critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. 
Maryland only funds road projects that have a mass transit portion to 
it.  
this will only move the gridlock up two miles to GW parkway or on 
legion bridge.   Which is worse than the current situation.  If VDOT is 
just doing this to push more money towards the developer, maybe it 
should learn the lesson that this kind of partnership doesn't work in 
our region. 
Their is no reason to do this - it doesn't fix the grid-lock just pushes it 
further a couple of miles, causes harm to the environment and to the 
residential properties around it.  It makes no common sense, no 
financial sense.    Please stop this madness. 

Omer 
Malik  
 

 The benefits of the 495 NEXT project include the following: 
 
• Moves more people  
• Provides travel time savings 
• Offers a new travel choice 
• Reduces traffic on local roads 
• Creates opportunities for increased transit and HOV 
use 
• Improves safety for area travelers and local 
residents 
• Extends the Express Lanes network in Northern 
Virginia 
• Replaces aging bridge infrastructure 
• Implements measures to minimize and mitigate 
unavoidable environmental impacts 
• Provides new and improved pedestrian and bike 
facilities, including a new shared-use path along I-495 
 



The transportation improvements included in the 495 NEXT 
project are planned to be funded through private financing 
supported by toll revenues. 
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Bike/Ped To Whom It May Concern: 
I would ask that the following neighborhood issues and concerns be 
considered in connection with the bike path described within the 
current VDOT Express Lanes Northern Extension Project literature. 
These remarks are in addition to those noted in my earlier email of Oct. 
5, 2020, receipt of which has been acknowledged by Christina 
Campbell of VDOT. My additional comments, below, are primarily 
directed toward, but not limited to, any path that may be considered 
northeast of Georgetown Pike along Balls Hill Rd and into Live Oak 
Drive. 
The bike path proposal is not sufficiently highlighted or explained with 
the 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Study documentation. This 
material does not give sufficient notice to those neighbors who are 
impacted. The “Express Lanes” project by its general moniker misleads 
impacted neighborhoods into assuming that the project includes only 
those matters related to the new vehicular roadway’s footprint for 
express lanes. Maps and other descriptions of bike path plans, such as 
they are buried within Project literature, are not sufficiently clear to 
enable more specific public comment. 
Fairfax County should conduct its own public hearing on any proposed 
bike path. It should not rush to rubberstamp any VDOT decision “to 
build” as a result of being built “for free” by TransUrban. There is a 
definite cost to Fairfax County citizens who live in the surrounding 
neighborhoods. 
In a news report (tysonsreporter.com on March 1, 2019), in connection 
with a new I-66 Bike Trail as part of a “multimodal improvements 
planned for I-66,” Susan Shaw, megaprojects director for VDOT, 
commented on the decision to put the bicycle trail inside the sound 
wall, along the highway separated by a 50-inch high barrier. “People 
are very concerned, sound or not, that suddenly anybody can be in 
their back yard,” said Shaw. “It was a compromise to come up to this, 
but it was a way that we could get the bike trail accomplished. There 
were many options discussed, but we’re kind of past that now and 
moving on.”  Neighborhoods bordering the 495 Northern Extension 
highway should be given the same consideration. 
No strict transportation purpose is served by expansion of the 
sidewalks or otherwise creating a multi-use trial along Balls Hill-
Benjamin outside of the 495 sound wall. Even in any attempt to stretch 
the meaning of the term, no cyclist would use this portion of any bike 
path for commuting to work or to shop, i.e., for “travel” in its common-

George G. 
Jones 

The proposed multimodal path would be built to be in 
compliance with the Fairfax County comprehensive plan. 
Shared-use paths are an integral part of a multimodal 
transportation system and this portion of trail would help 
extend the Fairfax County trail network.  
 
The paved trail is being constructed to make the project 
consistent with the trail facility included in the Fairfax County 
Comprehensive Plan. It is being constructed parallel to I-495 
within the sections where the roadway project is being 
constructed. 
 
The extension to Live Oak Drive will allow for a seamless 
connection in the future to the proposed extension of the 
trail across the Potomac River into Maryland to be built in 
conjunction with the replacement to the existing American 
Legion Memorial Bridge. Additonally, the extension to Live 
Oak provides a connection to the Potomac Heritage Trail.  
 
The proposed trail is proposed on the community side of the 
noise wall rather than the highway side due to the safety 
benefits of further separating bicyclists and pedestrians from 
highway traffic. VDOT has and will continue to coordinate 
the alignment and design elements of the path with 
residents of the surrounding communities, pedestrian and 
bicycle trail advocacy groups and Fairfax County staff. 
 
Graphics depicting the proposed trails were presented at the 
project public meetings and at the Public Hearings. 
Additionally, the information about the trails has been 
clearly shown on the Public Hearing material posted on the 
project webpage. 



sense usage. This bike path proposal is simply for recreational 
purposes. It is not consistent with the direct transportation purpose of 
the 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Project. Therefore, the 
stated purpose of “the addition of north-south pedestrian and bike 
facilities” to “improve travel choices” is misleading and disingenuous at 
best. Further, the stated purpose may not be covered by VDOT’s 
existing right of way that is limited to vehicular beltway purposes as 
envisioned when first granted. 
The proposed 495 bike path is designed to be “phase one” of an 
eventual overall plan to extend this bike path across the Potomac River 
into Maryland. An interstate bike path raises additional neighborhood 
concerns to say the least. For example, will it connect our quiet 
neighborhood with the heavily-used canal bike path along the Clara 
Barton Parkway? 
Conversion of old railway lines and wide parkway shoulders into bike 
paths in Fairfax County should be applauded (although at least some 
pedestrians can find speeding cyclists a clear danger when using 
“multi-use” pathways). Conversion of existing neighborhood sidewalks 
and similar neighborhood space within the umbrella of the 495 
Northern Extension Project, however, is clearly not analogous to 
current Fairfax bike paths. To be equivalent to bike paths on Fairfax 
County Parkway and similar highways, a bike path would need to be 
placed on the shoulder lane of 495, inside the sound wall, as is now the 
case in connection with the I-66 expansion. If that cannot be done, any 
other proposed bike path within the 495 Express Lanes Northern 
Extension Project lacks merit and should be abandoned. 
Thank you for your consideration of these additional factors in 
rejecting the construction of any bike path as proposed within the 495 
Express Lanes Northern Extension Project. I look forward to your 
response and to further public debate. 

201028.
480 

Support Dear Mr. Lerner: 
Please find attached a letter in support of the 495 NEXT Project from 
the Washington Airports Task Force. Please let me know if you have 
any questions or require any additional information. 
Sincerely, 
---------BEGIN ATTACHED LETTER ------------- 
  The Washington Airports Task Force (WATF) supports the 495 Next 
Project as a critical first step to easing traffic congestion in Northern 
Virginia. The next logical step will be to identify a location for a second 
Potomac River Crossing. The WATF sees both as absolutely necessary 
to improve the quality of life for residents who spend way too much 
time in traffic on the beltway when trying to get to work, our airports, 
or home. The WATF is a non-profit, 501(C)(3) organization dedicated to 
promoting the expansion and enhancement of aviation services for 

Keith W. 
Meurlin, 
President 
Washingto
n Airports 
Task Force 
 

See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


Virginia and the National Capital. Region. We support enhanced 
connectivity in order to drive economic development and job creation. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately-funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy and improve access to our 
major international airport, Dulles. The 495 Next Project is critical to 
Northern Virginia's transportation future. In addition to expanding 
travel capacity, creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at 
one of the area's worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an 
integrated express lanes network - one of this area's top long-range 
transportation priorities. Expanding the region's HOT Lanes Network 
improves all modes of transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to 
dramatically reducing congestion and delays for both managed lane 
and general-purpose lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling 
and transit ridership by dramatically increasing the reliability of both 
modes for free. Additionally, this project's 3-mile shared use path will 
connect to local trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian 
travel. 

201028.
481 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Natalie 
Leggoe 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



201029.
482 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

John 
Yosaitis 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201029.
483 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 

Larry 
Faulkner 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 
 

201029.
484 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Patrick 
Murray 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201029.
485 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

Jalil 
Muhamma
d 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 
 

201029.
486 

Support Dear Virginia Department of Transportation, 
On behalf of the Virginia Chamber of Commerce and our more than 
26,000 members, please find our letter of support for the proposed 
495 NEXT project attached to this email. 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you. 
Best, 
-----------BEGIN ATTACHED LETTER------------- 
Dear Secretary Valentine: 
On behalf of the Virginia Chamber of Commerce, I urge you to support 
the 495 NEXT project to extend the 495 Express Lanes to the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway. 
The Virginia Chamber of Commerce is the largest business advocacy 
organization in the Commonwealth, with more than 26,000 members. 
The Chamber is a non-partisan, business advocacy organization that 
works in the legislative, regulatory, and political arenas to act as the 
catalyst for positive change in all areas of economic development and 
competitiveness for Virginia. In order to maintain our position as a top 
business destination we must continue to invest in developing a 21st 
century transportation network aimed at improving our mobility. 
That 21st century transportation network requires both public sector 
investments as well as leveraging private sector investment and 
innovation. That is why we strongly support the 495 NEXT project that 
will extend the 495 Express Lanes to the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway. 495 NEXT will create more than 6,000 jobs and inject more 
than $800 million in economic activity into the region. Most 
importantly, it will help reduce congestion in the region and provide 
additional travel choices for commuters and travelers. 
The 495 NEXT extension will aid the Commonwealth in more efficiently 
moving people and goods, improve safety and improve the quality of 
life for all travelers, and lay the groundwork for long term economic 
growth. We strongly support this project. 

Erik D. 
Rison 
 
Director of 
Public 
Policy 
 
Virginia 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted.  

201029.
487 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 

Philip 
Blount 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201030.
488 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Colin Sapko Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



201030.
489 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Rick 
Bennett 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201030.
490 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 

Steven 
Crosbie 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201030.
491 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Yosbany 
Lao Suárez 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201031.
492 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Kyung 
Libby 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201031.
493 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
The traffic on the American Legion Bridge is horrific, and keeps cars on 
the road far longer than necessary, which wastes gas and causes 
unnecessary pollution of the air we breathe. Please start now, while 
people are able to telework! The 495 NEXT project is critical to 
Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In addition to expanding 
travel capacity, creating new travel options, and relieving congestion at 
one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an essential component of an 
integrated express lanes network – one of this area’s top long-range 
transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. I strongly suggest using state 
funds to speed this process along if possible. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Brian 
Reach 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201031.
494 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 

Jeff Naylor Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201031.
495 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
We do not support this project because it is not critical to Northern 
Virginia’s transportation future. 
We do not have the va money to do this project. Since the economy is 
shut down no one is driving and we do need the project. 
Thank you 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Ob 
Obrowsk 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201031.
496 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 

Muwafaq 
Ali 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201031.
497 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Giovanni 
Elias 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201031.
498 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Kevin 
Chriswell 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201031.
499 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

James 
Stump 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201101.
500 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

John 
Zielinski 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201101.
501 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Steve 
Bukont 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201101.
502 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 

Bran 
Mahoney 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201101.
503 

Support To whom it may concern: 
I am a Virginia resident who lives in McLean, not far from I-495 and the 
GW Parkway, both of which I use often, either to drive to Maryland (I-
495) or drive to Washington D.C. (the GW Parkway). I encourage the 
Commonwealth to approve the 495 NEXT Project which looks like it will 
be an excellent network of transportation corridors and transit options, 
particularly in Northern Virginia. 
The 495 NEXT Project will almost certainly reduce traffic on I-495, an 
extremely congested artery, by extending the express lanes from the 
Dulles Toll Road to the American Legion Bridge. Estimates suggest that 
this project will reduce commute times, increase reliability across all 
lanes, optimize transit options, and enhance safety. It appears to me 
the 495 NEXT Project will be a critically improve transportation for the 
region and thus the Commonwealth. 
495 NEXT will likely become an extremely important feature in 
furthering Virginia and Maryland’s Capital Beltway Accord to rebuild 
the American Legion Bridge and extend the Express Lanes into 
Maryland. I would tend to believe the 495 NEXT will foster continued 
economic development in Northern Virginia and offer a significant 
benefit to the regional economy by creating thousands of new jobs and 
generating millions of dollars in economic activity. 
I urge the Commonwealth to continue to improve Virginia’s 
transportation system by moving forward with 495 NEXT. Thank you 
for your consideration. 

Steve Toll Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201102.
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Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 

John D. 
Sanders 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 
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dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 



South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 



reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201102.
505 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 

Timberly 
South 
Homeowne
rs 
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Eric 
Craven, 
President 
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remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 



current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201102.
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Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
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dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 



South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 



reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201102.
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Traffic Re: Written Representation of Verbal Comments (approximate) on 1-
495 Next Project Delivered During October 5, 2020, Hearing and 
Supplemental Comments (italicized) To Whom it May Concern: I 
oppose the 495 Next Project. It is reckless, in-light-of climate change, 
to go forward with transportation plans that focus on single-
occupancy, fossil-fuel powered vehicles. We know that:»- roads are 
heat sinks;> cars are heat sinks;> single-occupancy, fossil-fuel powered 
vehicles increase greenhouse gases; and> widening roads doesn't 
improve congestion in the long run. We also know that trees and 
greenspaces help mitigate to climate change. This project will impact 
118 acres of greenspace, including Scott's Run Nature Preserve. My 
understanding of two of the stated goals of this project are 1) 
improved commuter times and 2) decrease of the use of side roads as 
cut-throughs. The proposed expansion of 1-495 will increase the 
Beltway from eight lanes to thirteen lanes in the area considered. 
While the impact on the local environment will be appreciable, the 
projected commutertime savings are not appreciable. We can look 
across our own country (Houston, Los Angeles, Chicago, and the 
Springfield interchange) for examples of highway-widening that are 
transportation nightmares and haven't appreciably decreased 
commuter -travel time during rush hours. In fact, the October 5, 2020, 
presentation given by the Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) points to this eventual reality. Specifically, of the 24 scenarios 
presented in Slides 15 and 16, only two demonstrate appreciable 
commuter-time savings. In these two scenarios, there are benefits of a 
24-minute and 18-minute time savings only for those who can afford to 
pay the toll on the northbound express lanes during rush hour. All 
other scenarios on these slides show between a three-minute savings 
to a six-minute increase for the northbound lanes (Slide 15). The 
southbound lanes fare worse as there is between 'no difference' in 
saved travel time to an only eight-minute savings for commuters {Slide 
16). The average saved travel time on southbound lanes given all 

Maureen 
O’Donnell 

Traffic 
 
In regard to changes in traffic demand and travel time on 
side streets:  by increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-
495 and by providing a reliable travel option using the 
Express Lanes, drivers will have less incentive to use local 
cut-through routes. Traffic models project a reduction in 
traffic volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local 
street network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with 
the project in place, even in the interim condition prior to 
the Maryland managed lanes project being constructed.  
 
In regard to changes in travel time in the southbound 
direction: in the Traffic and Transportation Technical Report, 
please refer to Table 7-9 (2045 AM Peak Period Travel Time 
Comparison) and Table 7-10 (2045 PM Peak Period Travel 
Time Comparison). With the full build-out of this project and 
Maryland’s project in place, in the southbound direction, 
there is a nearly 9-minute travel time savings in the AM peak 
(16:15 to 7:32) and 7.5-minute travel time savings in the PM 
peak (15:16 to 7:46). These travel time savings are 
attributable to having the seamless managed lanes systems 
connected across the state line.  
 



scenarios Is only 2.6 minutes. The lock of appreciable savings in 
commuter time (except for the two scenarios discussed above) begs 
the question of the value of this project. Given that VDOT's own 
analysis indicates that, in most cases,appreciable time savings is not 
going to be realized by the majority of commuters, the use of side 
streets as cut-throughs will continue. It seems doubtful, therefore, that 
there will be any reduction in congestion on side streets, as the two 
factors are clearly linked. This Is one of the most highly educated 
communities In the country; and yet, we plow forward with the same 
types of projects that contribute to scarring our land, destroying trees, 
destroying habitat, reducing greenspace, and increasing climate 
change. And it seems we move forward even though the purported 
project goals will not be realized. Increasing the Beltway, as proposed, 
from the current eight lanes to thirteen lanes will waste resources, 
impact property owners, and result in a tried-and-true failure, as has 
been seen in many other cities across the country and the world. We 
cannot solve a problem with the same level of thinking that created 
the problem in the first place I I am a resident of Mclean, and although 
my property is not directly impacted by the 1-495 Next Project, this 
seems to be the type of project that will destroy quality of life for 
people who live along that corridor. And I care about those people I I 
care also about others who live along major highways. When I drive 
along Route 66, for instance, and see how widening that road impacts 
the people who live along that corridor. I wonder how their 
government can do that to them and how politicians can allow this to 
happen to their constituents. We need to consider that we are living in 
a new normal. Climate change and COVID-19 are showing us that new 
normal. We need to wake up to this! Governments, local, state, and 
nationa� need to view transportation more broadly for the future and 
find solutions that are efficient, sustainable, and equitable. We need to 
focus on quality of life for all citizens, rather than expansion of 
transportation for the few. This needs to begin now/ And, I believe, 
that government needs to have the discipline to lead the way. 
Respectfully submitted, 

201103.
508 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 

Kevin Keast Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201105.
509 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Joel Reed Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201108.
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Environm
ental 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : The Friends of Accotink Creek endorse the 
joint letter submitted by the Audubon Naturalist Society, Coalition for 
Smarter Growth, and Sierra Club Great Falls group, available at : 

Philip 
Latasa,  
Friends of 
Accotink 
Creek 
 

Habitat Preservation/Resortation, Wildlife Passage, and 
Native Specieis Plantings:  
To reduce potential impacts to threatened and endangered 
species and their respective habitats, efforts to minimize the 
construction footprint would be considered. Construction 
practices would avoid the removal of existing vegetation to 
the greatest extent possible and include the implementation 
of best management practices for erosion and sediment 



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kiqexvTZxfBcDpm3vxTQNqR6NKBTag
hd/view?link_id=10&can_id=a3650d3c0137a9688e76d91f3a1727c4&s
ource=email-your-voice-is-needed-to-design-a-better-richmond-
highway&email_referrer=email_942600___subject_1296155&email_s
ubject=say-no-to-more-lanes-say-yes-to-sustainable-solutions  
We further wish to add our concerns that whatever form this or other 
projects may take, it must fulfill our collective obligations to future 
generations to maintain principles of: 
• Enhanced fish & wildlife passage 
• Advanced stormwater controls 
• Habitat preservation where clearing can be avoided 
• Use of native-only plantings 
• Maximum habitat restoration post-project 
 
 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

control, as well as stormwater management, to reduce 
potential impacts to adjacent habitats and properties. 
Section 3.15.2 of the EA states “There would be 
approximately 118 acres of tree clearing associated with the 
construction of the project due to the widening of the 
roadway, ramps and interchange re-configurations, noise 
walls, stormwater management facilities, and all other 
appurtenant structures.” Habitat that would be affected by 
the project is primarily edge habitat along the highway in the 
right-of-way, in interchange loops, and the area in the 
median. Culverts connecting streams under roadways offer 
limited passage, and the habitat fragments result in low 
quality edge habitat. Habitat in these areas also is typically 
poor quality due to access restrictions posed by the travel 
lanes. Increasing the width of the roadway corridor would 
not likely increase habitat fragmentation as forested land 
would not be newly separated from contiguous forest. A 
revegetation plan would be developed during final design to 
identify replacement vegetation locations and types where 
feasible following construction. 
 
The Project is responsible for meeting all planting and/or 
replanting requirements required by applicable permits. In 
addition, following completion of construction, the Project 
would re-establish vegetation (native grasses and suitable 
native replacements for trees of 12-inch caliper or greater 
that were removed) on areas that were disturbed and are 
not used for any Project elements or facilities.  All new or 
replacement plantings would be maintained through the 
two-year Project warranty period. 
 
Stormwater Controls: I-495 NEXT is required to comply with 
the administration, implementation, and enforcement of the 
Virginia Stormwater Management Act through permits 
issued by a Virginia Stormwater Management Program 
(VSMP) authority. In accordance with the Virginia 
Administrative Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater 
management infrastructure would be provided to address 
runoff from new impervious surfaces.  Water quality best 
management practices (BMP) would mitigate the nutrient 
impact from the new impervious surfaces. Water quantity 
would be addressed through the implementation of 
stormwater management facilities, adequate outfall, and 
channel and flood protection requirements. Stormwater 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kiqexvTZxfBcDpm3vxTQNqR6NKBTaghd/view?link_id=10&can_id=a3650d3c0137a9688e76d91f3a1727c4&source=email-your-voice-is-needed-to-design-a-better-richmond-highway&email_referrer=email_942600___subject_1296155&email_subject=say-no-to-more-lanes-say-yes-to-sustainable-solutions
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kiqexvTZxfBcDpm3vxTQNqR6NKBTaghd/view?link_id=10&can_id=a3650d3c0137a9688e76d91f3a1727c4&source=email-your-voice-is-needed-to-design-a-better-richmond-highway&email_referrer=email_942600___subject_1296155&email_subject=say-no-to-more-lanes-say-yes-to-sustainable-solutions
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kiqexvTZxfBcDpm3vxTQNqR6NKBTaghd/view?link_id=10&can_id=a3650d3c0137a9688e76d91f3a1727c4&source=email-your-voice-is-needed-to-design-a-better-richmond-highway&email_referrer=email_942600___subject_1296155&email_subject=say-no-to-more-lanes-say-yes-to-sustainable-solutions
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kiqexvTZxfBcDpm3vxTQNqR6NKBTaghd/view?link_id=10&can_id=a3650d3c0137a9688e76d91f3a1727c4&source=email-your-voice-is-needed-to-design-a-better-richmond-highway&email_referrer=email_942600___subject_1296155&email_subject=say-no-to-more-lanes-say-yes-to-sustainable-solutions
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kiqexvTZxfBcDpm3vxTQNqR6NKBTaghd/view?link_id=10&can_id=a3650d3c0137a9688e76d91f3a1727c4&source=email-your-voice-is-needed-to-design-a-better-richmond-highway&email_referrer=email_942600___subject_1296155&email_subject=say-no-to-more-lanes-say-yes-to-sustainable-solutions


management facilities would be designed to address runoff 
capacity and velocity, and receiving waters would be 
analyzed for outfall adequacy. 
 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity for 
the existing impervious area within the limits of disturbance 
are not required in accordance with I-495 NEXT’s specific 
project requirements as outlined in 9VAC25-870. Runoff for 
the existing impervious surface is being addressed through 
VDOT’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4).  
 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options to 
the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) to 
provide a holistic view of impacts to the surrounding 
properties should the project meet County requirements. 
VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that the impact to 
residences and loss of natural habitat were too great to 
follow more stringent regulations. This documentation has 
also been shared with Fairfax County. The current SWM 
approach for the I-495 NEXT project satisfies meeting the 
requirements to the maximum extent practicable with the 
application of both onsite SWM facilities and nutrient 
credits. This approach was confirmed after 18 months of 
coordination between VDEQ, VDOT and Fairfax County to 
identify a balanced solution. 

201109.
511 

Support Dear Secretaries Slater and Valentine: 
The Greater Washington Partnership (the Partnership) commends your 
leadership, and that of Governors Hogan and Northam for close 
coordination to deliver a world-class transportation system for the 
Capital Region of Baltimore, Washington, and Richmond. The 
Partnership is a civic alliance of the leading employers in the region 
who employ more than 250,000 residents and are committed to 
making the region one of the best places to live, work, and build a 
business. 
We write today to offer public comments supporting your continued 
forward momentum to deliver upon the promise of the historic Capital 
Beltway Accord announced in 2019, which requires successful 
completion, and close coordination, of Maryland’s I-495 and I-270 
Managed Lanes Project, Virginia’s 495 NEXT Project, and your shared 
efforts on the I-495/American Legion Bridge Transit and TDM Project. 
These projects, once complete, will alleviate the Capital Region’s 
number one vehicle bottleneck – the American Legion Bridge – and 
provide more reliable travel for those in cars and new mobility options 
for millions of residents, employers and visitor to access worksites, 

JB Holston 
Chief 
Executive 
Officer 
Greater 
Washingto
n 
Partnership 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


educational opportunities and our region’s rich cultural assets. The 
replacement and expansion of this bridge has been a priority for the 
region’s leaders for decades, but a solution has been elusive until now. 
We cannot let this opportunity pass us by and we support your efforts 
to get all three projects done as early as possible. 
In 2018, the Partnership released our principles for the development 
and delivery of a performance-driven toll network, which, if 
implemented, can reduce congestion and single-occupancy vehicle use 
by creating incentives for residents to divert trips to non-peak periods, 
increase the number of vehicle occupants, or choose public 
transportation and carpooling. As a result, congestion on those 
roadways is reduced, speeds are increased, transit use may rise, and 
reliability improves for everyone. 
We provide the following comments that are cross-cutting for all three 
projects: 
Toll planning should be coordinated regionally to deliver the benefits 
of greater mobility, accessibility, and reliability to all users of the 
transportation system 
We are encouraged by the close coordination occurring between each 
of your teams, as well as with regional stakeholders, local elected 
officials, and residents. Strong regional collaboration and policy 
alignment is necessary across these projects to ensure the roadway 
tolling policies are complementary and seamless for residents. The 
close coordination must continue as these projects move forward. 
Prioritize enhanced connectivity for the greatest number of people, not 
moving the most vehicles or generating the most revenue 
Prioritizing people throughput enhances the efficiency of the 
roadway’s carrying capacity, providing the greatest number of people 
reliable access to their destination. This is a long-recognized goal for 
the region’s transportation investments, and we recommend that the 
Preferred Alternatives for these projects be the one that is most 
effective at moving the most people via multiple modes of 
transportation. 
Enhance planning and investments to limit adverse impacts for 
historically marginalized communities, and proactively work to ensure 
residents of all income levels benefit from the tolling investment, 
including those without the financial means to afford the tolls 
We must be intentional about limiting adverse impacts for 
communities of color and low-income areas. The Washington Post’s 
article from October 17, 2020 titled Maryland Beltway expansion might 
require moving part of historic African American cemetery raises 
serious concerns. We cannot support a long-term investment that 
disproportionately impacts communities where most of the residents 
are minority or low-income, or Environmental Justice (“EJ”) 



communities. At the same time, we strongly encourage both states to 
proactively improve mobility and access for EJ communities through 
these projects by making investments in high-quality public 
transportation options adjacent to or near the toll corridor, provide 
incentives that encourage HOV use, and/or provide vouchers or 
discounts to low-income residents. Additionally, these projects should 
reduce barriers to using the toll facilities that disproportionately 
impact those without access to the internet, bank accounts and credit 
cards—the assets often required to efficiently pay tolls and use the 
tolling technology. As you advance these critical projects, we also urge 
you to work to deliver quality jobs and community benefits, and to 
maximize job opportunities for Capital Region residents providing them 
access to strong workforce and apprenticeship programs with a proven 
track record for placing people in careers. Additionally, we support 
deployment of a robust Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs) and 
Women Business Enterprises (WBEs) contracting program. 
Clarify how these projects, collectively, will enhance public 
transportation and other mobility options 
It is critical that these new tolling projects provide residents the 
freedom to opt out of paying the toll all together through high-quality, 
cost-effective non-toll trip alternatives (e.g. carpool, vanpool, bus, rail, 
and cycling). These travel options should be supported by toll 
revenues. The I-495/American 
Legion Bridge Transit and TDM Project is expertly tackling this 
question. We recommend the following measures to mitigate the 
projects’ environmental impacts be included: 
• Construct a new multi-use trail option to safely access and traverse 
the American Legion Bridge; 
• Specify the process and expected revenue that would be generated 
to support transit investments within Maryland and Virginia, and those 
that connect both jurisdictions, including high-quality commuter bus 
transit using the HOT managed lanes, Bus Rapid Transit in parallel and 
nearby arterial roads, and improvements to the MARC system; 
• Design the new American Legion Bridge to accommodate future rail 
transit options and/or conduct a thorough cost-benefit analysis to 
compare the bridge’s design with and without future rail transit 
options; and, 
• Explore innovative concepts to incent meaningful behavioral change, 
such as matching employer transit benefits to incent different travel 
patterns. 
Specific to Maryland’s I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Project, we 
recommend that Alternative 9 and Alternative 13B be further explored 
using the priorities in this letter to inform the ultimate Preferred 
Alternative. In addition, we recommend that the state select the 



Preferred Alternative that will minimize the Project’s impact and costs, 
and ensure the Project is delivered in a reasonable time period. If the 
EIS schedule gets severely delayed due to public concerns raised about 
this Project, we encourage the state to consider limiting the scope of 
the Preferred Alternative and the analysis in the FEIS by only including 
the Managed Lane Study Corridors’ segments included in the state’s I-
495 & I-270 P3 Program Phase 1 solicitation. 
Thank you both for your leadership and continued commitment to 
collaboration and unity. 
Sincerely, 

201113.
513 

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

Support 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : Yes, with sufficient transit accommodations 
and only to meet the capacity levels set by Maryland. I do not want this 
project to justify Maryland expansions but, rather, follow any MD 
expansion. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Allen Irwin The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles.  
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter 
from Secretary Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia 
is committed to provide dedicated, ongoing support for 
transit services along the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT 
project. This commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT 
project, together with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, 
provide multimodal solutions to move more people through 
the corridor. 

201113.
514 

Regional 
Transport

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 

Donald 
Lowry 

Extending the 495 Express Lanes creates new opportunities 
for carpools, vanpools and buses to provide faster and more 
reliable travel. As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter 
from Secretary Valentine to Chairman McKay, Virginia is 



ation & 
Transit 

Support 

I support this project with one major caveat!  It should only go forward 
if it incorporates all multi-model transportation modes.  That is 
because, prior to covid-19, I witnessed how local roads in Arlington, 
Great Falls and McLean were impacted by commuters finding their way 
across the American Legion Bridge. 
We will never build our way out of this grid-lock.  That, is the lesson we 
have learned over the years but often forgotten.  The construction 
would have to incorporate regular Express Bus Service to Tysons and 
Metro, in dedicated protected lanes.  There should be passage for 
bicycles and pedestrians, connecting to a grid of trails and parks.  
Affordable housing convenient to employment centers is also a major 
issue to address, as a means to avoiding gridlock. 
This project should address all of these issues at a minimum!   Get 
people out of their cars!  Promote Mass Transit. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

committed to providing dedicated, ongoing support for 
transit services along the I-495 corridor as part of the I-495 
NEXT project. This commitment ensures the 495 NEXT 
project, together with the existing 495 Express Lanes, will 
provide multimodal solutions to move more people. 
 
The project also provides new and improved pedestrian and 
bike facilities, including a shared-use path along I-495 that 
supports Fairfax County’s bicycle master plan and would 
connect to a future trail across a replacement American 
Legion Bridge. 

201113.
515 

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

Support 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This is my personal message -- not mass email. 
I would prefer more mass transit (rail, express buses, vanpools) across 
an expanded Legion Bridge AND access roads 10 miles on both sides.  
All this needs to be coordinated among the three jurisdictions. Express 
lanes that dead-end ar jurisdiction boundaries are not acceptable. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Leonard 
Levine 

The Build Alternative would result in a transit enhancement. 
Express Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses 
(which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying 
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay for 
the use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, 
desired speeds can be maintained in the facility. With the 
provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are 
able to run transit routes that provide a travel time 
advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar 
to the operation that may be provided with the 
implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision 
of fast and reliable transit service serves as an incentive for 
drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles.  
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation is 
conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and 
TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The 
recommendations resulting from this study are aimed to 
work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension 
of the I-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed 
managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I-
495, and I-270. As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter 
from Secretary Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia 
is committed to provide dedicated, ongoing support for 
transit services along the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT 



project. This commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT 
project, together with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, 
provide multimodal solutions to move more people through 
the corridor. 

201114.
516 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Diego 
Carrion 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Sheldon 
Gagne 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201114.
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Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Kim Minis Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201114.
519 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

Nancy 
Baumgartn
er 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201114.
520 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Robert 
Wenier 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201114.
521 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 

Muwafaq 
Ali 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201114.
522 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Rodney 
Ramsey 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201114.
523 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 

Vincent 
CAREATTI 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201114.
524 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Frank 
Vlossak 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201115.
525 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 

Dan 
Keating 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201115.
526 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Michael 
Warnick 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201115.
530 

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

495Next is a disaster to the communities it will disturb and has no real 
public benefit other than pushing pay lanes a couple of miles.  
Maryland has no plans on meeting Virginia on this, so its pushing the 
gridlock onto GW parkway (no hot lanes on GW parkway either) and 
the general public traffic lanes.   

Omer 
Malik 

The benefits of the 495 NEXT project include the following: 
 

• Moves more people  
• Provides travel time savings 
• Offers a new travel choice 



This project is not critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. 
Maryland only funds road projects that have a mass transit portion to 
it. this will only move the gridlock up two miles to GW parkway or on 
legion bridge.   Which is worse than the current situation.  If VDOT is 
just doing this to push more money towards the developer, maybe it 
should learn the lesson that this kind of partnership doesn't work in 
our region. 
There is no reason to do this - it doesn't fix the grid-lock just pushes it 
further a couple of miles, causing harm to the environment and to the 
residential properties around it that can't be mitigated.  It makes no 
common sense, no financial sense.    Please stop this madness. 
If VDOT is to go ahead with this for the benefit of the developer, they 
should compensate every homeowner in live oak, green oak drive and 
river oak drive that affected by this atleast 1.5 million each because 
this project has no public benefit and destroys our community. 

• Reduces traffic on local roads 
• Creates opportunities for increased transit and HOV 

use 
• Improves safety for area travelers and local 

residents 
• Extends the Express Lanes network in Northern 

Virginia 
• Replaces aging bridge infrastructure 
• Implements measures to minimize and mitigate 

unavoidable environmental impacts 
• Provides new and improved pedestrian and bike 

facilities, including a new shared-use path along I-
495 

 
The transportation improvements included in the 495 NEXT 
project are planned to be funded through private financing 
supported by toll revenues.  

  

 

201116.
527 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Desiree 
Williams 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



201116.
528 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Varinder 
Abrol 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201116.
529 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 

Bruce 
Phillips 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201117.
531 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Dave 
Lepkowski 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201117.
532 

Support Attached, please find a letter of support for the benefits of the 495 
Next Project from the Tysons Regional Chamber of Commerce. 
----------------------BEGIN ATTACHED LETTER--------------------------- 
The Tysons Regional Chamber of Commerce wishes to express support 
for the benefits that the 495 NEXT Project will bring to the greater 
Tysons Region. 
The Tysons area is widely recognized as a national business growth 
hub. Last year it was reported that Fairfax County has 116 firms on Inc. 
5000 list of fastest-growing firms in the US and more than one-third of 
those in the D.C.-area total. 
Tysons Regional Chamber of Commerce strives to support the growth 
and viability of area businesses and non-profits. Our goal is to help our 
members “Make Connections that Matter”. We know that the Tysons 
Region draws both commerce and employees from DC, Maryland and 
Virginia. Efficient, effective accessibility by both road and public transit 
supports our businesses, retail and community engagement. This 

Vicki 
Warker 
 
Customer 
Driven 
Results, LLC 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will help to alleviate congestion, improve safety and reliability 
at the multiple 495 interchanges that serve Tysons Corner. 
The project itself will bring investment, jobs and additional opportunity 
to attract new businesses to the area with a modern roadway designed 
to support the substantial growth planned for Tysons. 
Please support us with the infrastructure we need to continue the 
growth and prosperity of the dynamic Tysons Region. 
Sincerely, 

201117.
533 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Ranier 
Denina 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201117.
534 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 

Jermaine 
Jones 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201118.
535 

Support Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Michael 
Ahlers 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201118.
536 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 

David Kuhn 
and Jill 
Cramer 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 
60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 



Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 
neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 



other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes 
and 250 voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this 
project is moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly 
little on-going direct communication. As individuals and as a 
neighborhood, we have many questions and concerns about the 
impact of this project that currently have not been answered. We ask 
that this project, at minimum, be put on hold until all these questions 
and concerns are addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

201118.
536.1 

Timberly Dear Mr. Lerner: 
I am a Mclean resident who lives in the Timberly South neighborhood. 
Our community of 84 homes borders the proposed expansion of 
Interstate 495 as well as the addition of the mixed-used path along the 
sound wall on our side of the Beltway. I have significant concerns 
regarding this project. First, I believe that the circumstances that 
prompted the plan for the extension of these Express lanes have 
changed drastically because of Covid, and VDOT needs to go back to 
the drawing board and assess their necessity. If this project is 
developed as proposed, the lanes and the mixed-use path will have a 
dramatic negative impact on the neighborhood in a number of areas. 
Beltway Expansion • The proposed beltway widening will encourage 
Increased traffic flow with corresponding increases in tire and engine 
noise to say nothing of air pollution. The height of the current and 
proposed sound wall, which we had to pressure VDOT for during the 
last expansion, is less than the elevation I total height of sound walls 
along similar portions of 1-495 and 1-66. Unless the height of the 
sound wall ls increased to a uniform level from the Dulles Access Road 
to Old Dominion Drive, there will be an increased negative 
environmental impact on our entire community. • In addition, 
expansion of the interstate from the Dulles Access Road to the Legion 
Bridge without a widening of that bridge and 1-495 in Maryland will 
cause more even more accidents and traffic congestion at the bridge. A 
postponement of the project until Maryland has finished its plan seems 
logical and feasible given current traffic demands. Placement of a 10-
foot paved path In the Dominion Virginia Power easement What does 
the mixed-use path add to our surrounding neighborhood? Placement 
of the path along our community's side of the sound wall as well as a 

Jim and 
Carla 
Scopeletis 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
section of the public hearing page of the project website. 

 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


60-foot section that connects the new path to Timberly Lane near 
Lewinsville Road disrupts the current landscape and does not appear to 
link up with other paths at this time. Such action will:• Destroy existing 
wildlife habitat. The Dominion Power easement connects the few 
remaining patches of parkland in Fairfax County and serves as an 
avenue along which a variety of wildlife including deer, foxes, raccoons, 
box turtles, woodchucks and blacksnakes live and travel and avian 
raptors hunt for food.• Require the destruction of mature trees, 
bushes and other native plant species. • Require substantial storm 
water management measures to level the proposed trail bed with no 
discernable benefit to the TSHOA community or potential hikers, bikers 
or runners.• Invite nonresidents with motives other than walking, 
running or cycling to peruse our community for vandalism and theft 
targets of opportunity. As a bustling and family-oriented 
neighborhood, Timberly South presents an attractive target.• 
Surrounds trail users with high voltage electrical fields with 
undetermined effects on health and wellness from the three 230 KV 
lines overhead hanging off of the pylons and also the three buried 
power lines in the easement. Entrance to Timberly South We question 
the benefit of the path, other than to the satisfy one small element in 
the overall Fairfax County Trail Plan versus the negative impact on the 
Timberly South neighborhood. Construction of the mixed-use path 
will:• Destroy the existing entrance to Timberly South, which the 
TSHOA recently improved by expensive investments in lighting and 
landscaping.• Reportedly create a need for a water collection basin 
approximately 100 feet by 15 feet near the entrance to the Timberly 
South community.• Increase the potential for nonresident parking on 
Timberly Lane. This could mirror the current Scott's Run parking 
dilemma and hazard.• Raise the probability of serious accidents on 
Lewinsville Road as increased traffic try to exit from or onto Lewinsville 
Road. The entrance onto Lewinsville Road from Timberly Lane is 
already dangerous, with limited visibility in both directions.Given the 
above concerns, if VDOT proceeds with the project, I would like 
answers to the following questions:1. What are VDOT's plans for the 
impact on traffic on entry and exit from Timberly Lane onto Lewinsville 
Road with the addition of construction traffic and interruptions and 
use of the mixed-use path upon completion? 2. Will there be a 
construction equipment staging area in or near Timberly South 



neighborhood? What construction traffic and road detour 
interruptions should we expect? Will construction vehicle parking be 
regulated on Timberly lane and Lewinsville Road? How will VDOT 
manage the negative impact? 3. What noise abatement parameters 
will be instituted for construction crews to follow during the 
construction of this project? i.e. work hours, traffic flow in and out of 
the neighborhood. 4. According to VDOT, the new sound wall will be of 
"improved material." Prior to installation, will VDOT provide residents 
with details on the material and height and the wall's ability to reduce 
decibels? 5. Will the drainage pond identified in the plans near the 
current Timberly lane entrance be filled with water or primarily dry 
other than when there are large amounts of precipitation? Who 
maintains it and ensures that it does not become a swamp? Will there 
be a fence around this drainage pond? 6. Does the new path run the 
full length of the sound wall without interruption? 7. What purpose 
does the mixed-use path serve that is not already satisfied by other 
such paths? Where are the users expected to be coming from/going 
to? Where will users park if they come by automobile? Has the county 
announced a plan assist the neighborhood with traffic problems? 8. 
How many trees will be removed to create the path? How many of 
these trees are located in or adjacent to the Timberly South 
neighborhood? How many trees will replace those lost? 9. The TSHOA 
community is concerned about privacy and security along the new 
mixed-use path. How will the county ensure maintenance I trash pick-
up along the path and security for properties near the path? Will a 
fence be erected along the path, bordering the Huntmaster Lane lots? 
What other safeguards for the community will the county provide? 10. 
How will VDOT replace the wall, landscaping, and lighting at the 
entrance to Timberly South? When will plans be available for review? 
11. How many acres of TS HOA property will VDOT need to acquire? 
When will the TS HOA be provided an offer letter for the HOA-owned 
common area that is needed for this project? What is the process for 
reviewing and responding to this letter? What options are available 
other than accepting the offer? 12. When will the individual property 
owners be provided an offer letter for any proposed easements of 
property required for the project? What options are available other 
than See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 



 

FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of the 
public hearing page of the project website. 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of the public 
hearing page of the project website. 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of the public 
hearing page of the project website. 

accepting the offer? To conclude, our community of 84 homes and 250 
voting constituents are greatly disturbed by the fact this project is 
moving quickly in an unprecedented time with seemingly little on-
going direct communication. As individuals and as a neighborhood, we 
have many questions and concerns about the impact of this project 
that currently have not been answered. We ask that this project, at 
minimum, be put on hold until all these questions and concerns are 
addressed to our satisfaction. Respectfully, 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
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537 
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This is a very important bottleneck that needs to be fixed.  We also 
need to make sure that bicycle and pedestrian routes across the 
beltway are considered in this project.   The planning for the first phase 
of the 495 HOT lanes in VA really bungled this.   We also need to make 
sure that bikes and pedestrians can get across the Potomac. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

James 
Angel 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Paul Weber Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 

Allison 
Shealy 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201119.
540 

Design 

 

I have attended several of the online meetings and have lived on 
Georgetown Court for 40 years so I am affected by the express lane 
extension. The catch basins on the west side of Georgetown Pike could 
be a problem.  They can not drain down the Pike.  There is a problem 
with runoff coming down the Pike. Water tends to run over  from the 
north side to the south side of the Pike near Georgetown Court causing 
flooding and ice during the winter.  This has been a continual problem 
since the Linganore Subdivision was built. 
Even though the drainage from the catch basins would be slow, it will 
still cause problems because there is  run off from the park long after 
rain has stopped. All this water has caused erosion under the Pike and 
there is very little right-of-way to enlarge the gutters. For more 
information about this problem please contact James Kimlaw or Tim 
Henderson from the Reston Maintenance Yard. 
Please consider making an exit/entrance from the Beltway/Express 
Lanes to Old Dominion Drive.  This will relieve some of the traffic on 
Georgetown Pike.  Old Dominion Drive is a faster route to west Tysons 
and downtown McLean and will relieve a lot of neighborhood traffic on 
Balls Hill Road and Swinks Mill Road. 
Lastly, please add a ramp from the southbound general lanes to the 
Dulles Access Road so motorists do not need to cross all those lanes of 
traffic. Since Dulles is projected to expand it could cause major 
backups. 

Elizabeth 
Basham 

The preliminary locations of the drainage basins along 
Georgetown Pike have been reconfigured to enhance the 
design.  The preliminarily planned locations are along I-
495 near the reconfigured ramps. 
 
Stormwater management will be provided and 
constructed in accordance with VDOT and DEQ standards.  
Project NEXT will upgrade and restore ditches and 
channels that are directly impacted by construction.  The 
project does not anticipate adding runoff to Georgetown 
Pike. 
 
Access between Old Dominion Drive and the Express 
Lanes is not under consideration at this time. 
 
The ramp from southbound General Purpose to Dulles 
Toll Road/Dulles Airport Access Road (Ramps G1, G5, and 
D3) are in the Constrained Long Range Plan, and may be 
advanced in the future as travel demands dictate. 
 
 

201119.
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Too soon and too disruptive. Scale it down 
and wait for Maryland 
495NextComments_Q02 : 

Oliver 
Zandona 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 



495NextComments_Q03 : Keep access to gw parkway as is. New 
proposed flyovers are unnecessary 
No need for project until Maryland decides to go ahead with its project 
Add mass transit/rail to project 
Build a new bridge elsewhere 

Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Mahesh 
Nalla 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201120.
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Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
Build another bridge near Leesburg! 
EXPAND the Chain Bridge! 
Jesus, just give us another option to reduce congestion!  Expanding 495 
won't fix it. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

B Graves Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Robert 
Stites 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 

KARL 
EGLOFF 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201120.
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Gabriel 
Cunje 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Suzanne 
Weeden 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201120.
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy.  
My mecical practice islocated in Gaithersburg  MD.  My only option to 
travel to work is via the American Legion Bridge.  Some travel days are 
dreadful.  This project is long overdue. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Charlene 
Morgan 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 

Barbara 
Pearson 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201121.
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Mark 
Webster 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 

George 
McLennan 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201121.
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Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Brian 
Fishpaugh 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201121.
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Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 

Laurence 
Boorstein 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201121.
554 

Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Kurtis 
Ratcliff 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201121.
555 

Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 

Brian 
Newell 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201121.
556 

Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Timothy Le Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



201122.
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Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Ross 
Williams 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201122.
558 

Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 

Carol Leos Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201122.
559 

Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

David 
Wright 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201122.
560 

Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 

Ethan Lo Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201122.
561 

Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Joseph 
Sincavage 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201122.
562 

Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

Pratyush 
Mishra 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201122.
563 

Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Tim Lai Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201123.
565 

Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 

Christophe
r Liebner 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 



Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

201123.
566 

Support 

 

Dear 495 NEXT Project Manager Abi Lerner, 
As a resident of Northern Virginia, I am reaching out to share my strong 
support for the 495 NEXT project. 
This project is critical to Northern Virginia’s transportation future. In 
addition to expanding travel capacity, creating new travel options, and 
relieving congestion at one of the area’s worst bottlenecks, it is an 
essential component of an integrated express lanes network – one of 
this area’s top long-range transportation priorities. 
Expanding the region’s HOT Lanes Network improves all modes of 
transportation in the 495 corridor. In addition to dramatically reducing 
congestion and delays for both managed lane and general-purpose 
lane users, HOT Lanes incentivize more carpooling and transit ridership 
by dramatically increasing the reliability of both modes for free. 
Additionally, this project’s 3-mile shared use path will connect to local 
trails and greatly enhance bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
At a time when our region is struggling to cope with the economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 100% privately funded 
project will create thousands of new jobs and inject hundreds of 
millions of new dollars into our economy. 
Now is the time to move forward with this regionally significant project 
that will benefit our transportation network, economy, and community 
for many years to come. 
Sincerely, 

Johannes 
Van 
Niekerk 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201124.
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LETTER 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 
I am writing on behalf of the 1.4 million members and supporters of 
the National Parks Conservation Association, a non-partisan nonprofit 
organization dedicated to preserving and protecting our national park 
sites for present and future generations. Included in our 1.4 million 
supporters are over 39,000 Virginians and more than 28,000 
Marylanders. We are writing to share our concerns with the negative 
impacts the 495 NEXT project may have on our national park sites and 
to urge you to avoid and to minimize these impacts. 
Revisit Alternatives Analysis 

Pamela E 
Goddard 
Senior 
Program 
Director, 
Mid-
Atlantic 
Region 
National 
Parks 
Conservati

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT 
RECEIVED FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
INDIVIDUALS section of the public hearing page of the 
project website. 

 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


The coronavirus pandemic has fundamentally changed American 
workforce patterns and transportation needs. As a consequence of 
this, according to Global Workplace Analytics 
(www.globalworkplaceanalytics.com), 25 to 30% of the workforce will 
be teleworking multiple days per week by the end of 2021. VDOT must 
revisit the project’s alternatives analysis to determine how the 
pandemic will influence traffic patterns both immediately and in the 
long term. This will inform your decisions on what is actually necessary 
in the way of congestion relief and if that congestion even remains in a 
post coronavirus world. 
The Alternatives Analysis is also lacking in its consideration of transit 
friendly options and transit enhancements, focusing instead on single 
occupancy vehicles as the travel mode to facilitate by expanding the 
highway. High quality transit service on dedicated or express lanes and 
expanded use of bus rapid transit are among the many options that 
should be thoroughly vetted. 
Address Project’s Impact to Air, Land and Water 
VDOT must address, avoid, and minimize pollution to our region’s air, 
land, and water that will be created both by the project’s construction 
and by reliance on single occupancy vehicles on the road. By adding 
impermeable surfaces, this project will increase polluted stormwater 
runoff that will end up in our regional streams and the Potomac River. 
Removing tree canopy will make our region hotter, increase 
greenhouse gases, and destroy important wildlife habitat in an urban 
area already lacking for green space. When we expand highways that 
cater to single occupancy vehicles, greenhouse gas emissions expand 
as well. 
Impacts to the George Washington Memorial Parkway 
Scenic parkways are a special class of national park intentionally 
designed as a picturesque roadway to connect sites of historic 
significance. One of our oldest parkways, the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway connects over 7.5 million motorists each year to 
sites honoring George Washington, Clara Barton, Teddy Roosevelt, and 
Lady Bird Johnson. Our nation’s scenic parkways were never built to 
serve as commuter routes. Instead they were established as national 
parks to give visitors a respite from the world to enjoy the natural 
beauty and historic significance of the site. 
The George Washington Memorial Parkway would be directly and 
negatively impacted by the proposed 495 NEXT project. In addition to 
increased air and water pollution, the park would face loss of green 
space and wildlife habitat, and increased light and noise pollution. The 
importance of an unimpaired viewshed is essential to enjoy our scenic 
parkways so sound barriers typically used by VDOT to address noise are 
not an option here and should not be employed. The parkway would 

on 
Association 



lose between 33 and 58 trees, reducing habitat and marring the view 
while increasing greenhouse gases and polluted stormwater runoff. 
Any new signage would further deface the parkway. The EA does not 
include the number of national park acres you expect the project 
would impact, making it difficult to provide comment on those 
impacts. This information should be made available to the public for 
consideration and comment. 
We respectfully urge VDOT to reexamine your Alternatives Analysis to 
accommodate a post-coronavirus workforce and to increase transit 
friendly options; and avoid and minimize impacts to the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway as you revise plans for the 495 NEXT 
project. 
Thank you for considering our views. 

201127.
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Bike/Ped 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : egardless of the final decision on the 
projected express lanes, VDOT and Fairfax County should construct this 
parallel trail behind the wall and include other improvements 
recommended by Fairfax Alliance for Better Bicycling. 
495NextComments_Q02 : No. 
495NextComments_Q03 : No. 

Jason 
Somensatt
o 

The proposed design includes shared-use path located on 
the non-highway side of the sound wall. 

201127.
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Bike/Ped 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : I commute by car every day from Oakton 
VA (near I-66) to Bethesda Md to the IBM office. I have to drive my car 
everyday as there is no safe and reliable way to bike. I'm in massive 
favor of bike lanes but ask they are put on side of the sound wall away 
from traffic. This will help us not die from lung cancer and avoid wind 
gusts from 18 wheelers that can knock us over 
495NextComments_Q02 : No 
495NextComments_Q03 : Yes please put bike lanes on the side of 
sound barrier away from traffic. 

James G 
Stroud 
 

The proposed design includes shared-use path located on 
the non-highway side of the sound wall. 

201127.
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Bike/Ped 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : I am only in favor if he plan includes the 
associated bike trail. I’m moving to the area from DC soon and bicycle 
is my preferred mode of transport. In general I support tolls. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Chris 
Robinson 

The shared-use path remains a key part of the project 
design. 

201128.
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Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit,  

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 

Virginia 
Primus 

Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 



Environm
ental 

 

495NextComments_Q01b : Unless the bridge is widened, there is no 
benefit from extending express lanes. People will cut through our 
community instead of paying tolls. 
495NextComments_Q02 : How might this impact the wetlands which 
are part of my property? This has not been analyzed yet. This project 
should not move forward. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Unless the American Legion Bridge is being 
widened, there is no benefit from any widening or additional lanes. 

that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

Environmental 

Wetland impacts shown in the EA were calculated based 
on the Limits of Disturbance. Detailed wetland impacts 
would be evaluated during the final design and permitting 
phase.   

201129.
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Design 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : The traffic around Tysons is terrible. We 
need to keep the entrance/exits to Georgetown Pike from 495. 
495NextComments_Q02 : No 
495NextComments_Q03 : a) retain Express-Lane access to Georgetown 
Pike, and 
(b) eliminate the interchange/overpasses connecting the Express Lanes 
to GW Parkway (especially in light of the high cost, low traffic and time-
saving alternative routes). 

Hayley Park 
 

Providing direct access between Georgetown Pike and the 
Express Lanes is not under consideration at this time.  The 
infrastructure being constructed for this interchange will 
be configured to not preclude adding this connection in 
the future, if such a connection is advanced. 
The access between Georgetown Pike and the General 
Purpose lanes will be maintained. 
The access between George Washington Memorial 
Parkway and the Express Lanes is warranted.  
 
The projections do show that the Express ramps to and 
from GW Parkway connection would carry significant 
traffic. There would be a shift in traffic from trips that are 
currently using the general purpose ramps to and from 
the GW Parkway. The net result is minimal increase to 
traffic along GW Parkway, but new access that allows 
northbound trips destined for the Parkway or southbound 
trips coming from the Parkway to access the Express 
Lanes and avoid congestion along I-495. 

201129.
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Design 

 

HI, 
  Lots of us in Mclean work at Tysons or our children go to school at 
Tysons using express lane entering from Georgetown Pike.  We come 
back from the new connecting bridge from Tysons and take the 
Georgetown pike exit from e zpass lane. We would request that exit to 
Georgetown Pike must be retained to ease congestion while extending 
the lane.  

Naresh 
Bajaj 

Providing direct access between Georgetown Pike and the 
Express Lanes is not under consideration at this time.  The 
infrastructure being constructed for this interchange will 
be configured to not preclude adding this connection in 
the future, if such a connection is advanced. 
The access between Georgetown Pike and the General 
Purpose lanes will be maintained. 



v/r, 

201129.
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Design,  

Environm
ental 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : As long as the extension continues ability 
for access onto and off of the Express Lanes from the Georgetown Pike 
Exit. 
495NextComments_Q02 : Minimize any disruption to the nature 
preserve and minimize road noise pollution. 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Peter Sirh Design 
 
Providing direct access between Georgetown Pike and the 
Express Lanes is not under consideration at this time.  The 
infrastructure being constructed for this interchange will 
be configured to not preclude adding this connection in 
the future, if such a connection is advanced. 
 
Environmental 
 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve  
 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature 
Preserve and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a 
worst-case estimate based on the current Limits of 
Disturbance). Land that would be permanently converted 
from the Scott’s Run Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 
right-of-way and is currently wooded with no pedestrian 
or recreational use. Therefore, no changes to the current 
trail network configuration within the Preserve are 
anticipated. Minor changes in noise levels and visual 
quality could occur. Access to the Preserve would not be 
impacted by the proposed project and will remain as it 
currently exists. Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
6(f), potential replacement land has been identified at the 
corner of Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike and is 
approximately 1.48 acres in size.  
Currently, the parcel is owned by VDOT, and VDOT 
proposes to transfer ownership of the parcel to the FCPA 
for any use that FCPA deems appropriate. The process to 
identify and process the land transfer [under Section 6(f)] 
is on-going and will be completed following the NEPA 
decision document. 
 
Noise Impacts 
 
The noise analysis identified mitigation that was 
determined to be reasonable and feasible for the I-495 
NEXT project, including a new noise barrier and 



extensions of three existing barriers. The final location 
and height of the noise walls will  be determined during 
the final design stage of the project when the final noise 
study is conducted. 
 

201129.
575 

Traffic,  
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P3 
Projects & 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
I write with grave concerns about the 495 NEXT project. There is no 
valid reason for Virginia to proceed without knowing whether 
Maryland will expand the American Legion Bridge and Maryland’s 495 
lanes. There’s no valid reason for Virginia to proceed without a full 
environmental impact study (rather than just an assessment). And 
there’s no valid reason to proceed without fully fact-based traffic and 
financial information. 
VDOT plans to widen the Beltway with 4 privately-owned, for-profit toll 
lanes leading to the American Legion Bridge. Maryland has NOT made a 
final decision to add toll lanes to 495; NOR has Maryland decided to 
widen the American Legion Bridge. 
Virginians want to know why we would add lanes to create more 
congestion at a choke point without assurances that Maryland will fix 
the choke point. It’s senseless for VDOT to move forward without 
Maryland’s plans in place. Yet that is VDOT’s plan, even in the midst of 
a pandemic that has dramatically changed traffic patterns from when 
VDOT looked at traffic flow on 495 pre-pandemic. 
VDOT proposes Flyover Ramps to connect the HOT LANES to the 
George Washington Parkway. VDOT plans to take parts of 3 parks, our 
historic byway and the rare and pristine Scott’s Run for this project. 
Our public parkland will be given to a private company, Transurban, in 
exchange for us paying tolls. 
VDOT has NOT done an "Environmental Impact Study;” instead they 
have done a lesser “assessment.” VDOT also has bypassed restrictions 
on traffic pollution levels by agreeing to Transurban’s toll lanes (which 
are not subject to the same environmental restrictions as general use 
lanes). 
This toll lane expansion will monetize congestion for Transurban rather 
than relieve congestion for us. 
For these reasons, I oppose VDOT’s rush to proceed on 495 NEXT. 
495NextComments_Q02 : See above comments 
495NextComments_Q03 : See above comments 

Harriet 
Grant 

P3 Projects & Tolling 
 
Under the proposed agreement with Transurban, no 
public funds would be used for the project. Tolling is used 
to cover the costs to privately finance, construct, operate 
and maintain the Express Lanes without public subsidies.  
 
Public parkland cannot not be transferred to Transurban. 
Any encroachment of public park lands would be 
transferred to VDOT, with compensation by Transurban 
and mitigation provided to the agency with jurisdiction 
over the park. As with other Express Lane sections, the 
Concessionaire would operate and maintain the Express 
Lanes, but would not own the roads or impacted land. 
VDOT would own all right-of-way. 
 
The air quality analysis documented in the I-495 NEXT Air 
Quality Technical Memorandum utilizes the 2045 I-495 
NEXT traffic forecast volumes, which projects traffic 
volumes for all vehicles, including trucks, in both the 
general purpose lanes and Express Lanes. The study 
concluded that the I-495 NEXT project would meet the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) air quality 
standards at the “worst-case” locations in the corridor. 
The EPA’s threshold for acceptable air quality levels is the 
same for express lanes and general purpose lanes. 
 
The benefits to the Virginia study area roadway network 
include an overall increase in person throughput resulting 
from additional capacity, providing new travel choices, 
improved arterial operations resulting from a shift in 
travel demand off of congested arterials, travel time 
reductions in the southbound direction of I-495, improved 
safety on residential streets and the general purpose 
lanes, and a decrease in traffic delays on local and 
neighborhood roads, especially at intersections. 
 
Traffic 
 



Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
Environmental 
 
Environmental Document  
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. Following the 
Public Hearing and receipt of public and agency comment, 
VDOT has been working with FHWA to respond to 
substantive public comments and complete any 
additional analyses that are deemed necessary for the 
NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will request a 
NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of these efforts 



do not identify any significant impacts, VDOT would 
request a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from 
FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s selected 
action and document the absence of significant impacts. 
The issuance of the FONSI would complete the study 
process. On the other hand, if significant impacts are 
identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
 
Park Land Ownership 
 
No property will be acquired from the GWMP. Any 
property acquired from the other parks will be owned by 
VDOT (not Transurban). Public parkland cannot be 
transferred to Transurban. Any encroachment of public 
park lands would be transferred to VDOT, with 
compensation by Transurban and mitigation provided to 
the agency with jurisdiction over the park. As with other 
Express Lane sections, the Concessionaire would operate 
and maintain the Express Lanes, but would not own the 
roads or impacted land. VDOT would own all right-of-way. 
 
GWMP Impacts 
 
No permanent right-of-way or permanent easements are 
proposed within the GWMP. Improvements to the 
existing roads and signs within GWMP are being 
coordinated with the National Park Service, who has 
concurred that the I-495 NEXT project would have No 
Adverse Effect on the GWMP based on the design 
currently proposed. 
 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve 
 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature 
Preserve and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a 
worst-case estimate based on the current Limits of 
Disturbance). Land that would be permanently converted 
from the Scott’s Run Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 
right-of-way and is currently wooded with no pedestrian 
or recreational use. Therefore, no changes to the current 
trail network configuration within the Preserve are 



anticipated. Minor changes in noise levels and visual 
quality could occur. Access to the Preserve would not be 
impacted by the proposed project and will remain as it 
currently exists. Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
6(f), potential replacement land has been identified at the 
corner of Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike and is 
approximately 1.48 acres in size.  
Currently, the parcel is owned by VDOT, and VDOT 
proposes to transfer ownership of the parcel to the FCPA 
for any use that FCPA deems appropriate. The process to 
identify and process the land transfer [under Section 6(f)] 
is on-going and will be completed following the NEPA 
decision document. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I do not support the I-495 Express Lane 
project prior to Maryland approving and starting construction on the 
new American Legion Bridge. I have read the Traffic Analysis, in 
particular Appendix I and Section 8 on Safety. From everything I saw, 
the traffic actually gets worse until Maryland builds the new bridge. 
We already have 4-6 hours of northbound rush hour (pre-pandemic), 
why make it worse. Construction of the Bridge/MD Managed lanes is 
scheduled to take 4 years. The Express Lanes only take two years. 
Constructing Express Lanes in Virginia prior to new Bridge/MD 
Managed lanes seems illogical. 
495NextComments_Q02 : I am very concerned about the 
environmental impact that will result from the NEXT project. I propose 
extending the comment period so that citizens will have an opportunity 
to better understand the environmental impact - and to better 
understand the mass transit study and the public-private partnership 
structure. Thank you very much. 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Sharon 
Gamble 

Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Traffic 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_name : 
495NextComments_address : 
495NextComments_email : 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : TheNorthern Extension Project is 
dependent on Maryland widening the bridge over the Potomac. 
Widening the lanes leading to that choke point by a private company 
Transurban will result in higher tolls with no outcome. Transurban will 
need to recoup their investment. Drivers will head into local 
neighborhoods to avoid the tolls even those who can easily afford 
them. People object to non-solutions. We are only creating a new 
marking lot and not getting traffic across the river with this project. Say 
no if we even can anymore. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

No Name 
Provided. 

Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place. 
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Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : Very suspect and faulty. 
495NextComments_Q03 : NOT before Maryland 

Karie 
Womack 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : OPPOSE 495 Next ! 
495NextComments_Q02 : Extreme damage to the air quality and wild 
life. It would be a disaster to the environment. 
495NextComments_Q03 : The proposed design is completely flawed. It 
has no merit. Stop 495 Next now ! 

Carol love 
Harrison 

Air Quality Impacts 
 
As documented in Section 3.10 of the EA and the I-495 
Revised Air Quality Technical Report, 495 NEXT project 
was assessed for potential air quality impacts and 
compliance with applicable air quality regulations and 
guidance. All models, methods/protocols and 
assumptions applied in modeling and analyses were made 
consistent with those provided or specified in the VDOT 
Resource Document. The assessment indicates that the 
project would meet all applicable NEPA air quality 
requirements and federal and state transportation 
conformity regulations. As such, the project would not 
cause or contribute to a new violation, increase the 
frequency or severity of any violation, or delay timely 
attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) established by the USEPA. 
 
Environmental Impacts 
 
As documented in the Environmental Assessment, 
impacts to the natural and human environments are 
anticipated. If, following the public hearing and comment 



response period, significant impacts are identified, FHWA 
and VDOT would need to initiate an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the environmental 
study process. On the other hand, if no significant impacts 
are identified, VDOT would request a Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would 
document FHWA’s selected action and document the 
absence of significant impacts. The issuance of the FONSI 
would complete the study process. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Do you have any idea of how badly 495 
backs up (pre-Covid-19) heading into Maryland over the American 
Legion Bridge? I do because I commute to Bethesda, MD for work! Its 
awful. THE ONLY WAY TO ALEVIATE THE TRAFFIC BACKUP TO TO 
EXPAND THE BRIDGE. The hot lanes have made traffic WORSE! Yes, 
that's right. I have lived in my home, 1 mile from 495 entrance on Old 
Georgetown Pick since 1997. The traffic was not just worse Mon - 
Friday 3 pm - 7 pm (It's peak nightmare times), the lanes were backed 
up on Saturday at 9 am - 12 midnight, Sunday 9 am to 12 midnight, and 
all day Monday - Friday! The HOT LANES made our traffic worse and 
more hot lanes are not welcome. I need to be able to get to my home. 
The back up goes from eth bridge to Tysons Corner because 7 lanes go 
down to 4 lanes within about 3 miles. When I get on tot go to work, it 
takes up to 15 minutes to drive teh 1 mile to the bridge, go slowly over 
the bridge, and then about 1/2 mile in Maryland, I slip into an onramp 
in order to give space to increase speed. The problem is the American 
Legion Bridge is under sized for the traffic. Please dont punish the 
people who commute across states lines by making it worse - its not a 
punishable offense! Please instead allocate some money & work with 
Maryland and expand the bridge. The need for extended fast lanes 
should disappear! Its even worse for the people from Maryland who 
commute into Virginia. Please do not punish Virginia Residents for too 
few lanes on the bridge. 
495NextComments_Q02 : Extending Fast Lanes will make cars idol 
longer, thereby increasing smog, not lessening it. The problem is the 
bridge is too small. Nothing will solve teh issue until the bridge is wider 
! Do you have any idea of how badly 495 backs up (pre-Covid-19) 
heading into Maryland over the American Legion Bridge? I do because I 
commute to Bethesda, MD for work! Its awful. THE ONLY WAY TO 
ALEVIATE THE TRAFFIC BACKUP TO TO EXPAND THE BRIDGE. The hot 
lanes have made traffic WORSE! Yes, that's right. I have lived in my 
home, 1 mile from 495 entrance on Old Georgetown Pick since 1997. 

Deborah 
Hart 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

 



The traffic was not just worse Mon - Friday 3 pm - 7 pm (It's peak 
nightmare times), the lanes were backed up on Saturday at 9 am - 12 
midnight, Sunday 9 am to 12 midnight, and all day Monday - Friday! 
The HOT LANES made our traffic worse and more hot lanes are not 
welcome. I need to be able to get to my home. The back up goes from 
eth bridge to Tysons Corner because 7 lanes go down to 4 lanes within 
about 3 miles. When I get on tot go to work, it takes up to 15 minutes 
to drive teh 1 mile to the bridge, go slowly over the bridge, and then 
about 1/2 mile in Maryland, I slip into an onramp in order to give space 
to increase speed. The problem is the American Legion Bridge is under 
sized for the traffic. Please dont punish the people who commute 
across states lines by making it worse - its not a punishable offense! 
Please instead allocate some money & work with Maryland and expand 
the bridge. The need for extended fast lanes should disappear! Its even 
worse for the people from Maryland who commute into Virginia. 
Please do not punish Virginia Residents for too few lanes on the bridge. 
The lanes go from 7 lanes to 4 lanes in about 3 miles. Where would this 
NOT cause a problem? The bridge only has 4 lanes and around Tysons 
there are 7 lanes on 495, including hot lanes. There will be NO 
Environment fix until the bridge is wider AND widening the bridge may 
be ALL that is required to get traffic moving. Please work with 
Maryland, give funds to Maryland as needed. PLEASE! I live here ( since 
1997) and, yes, I prefer fresh air. Get it right! 
495NextComments_Q03 : The problem is the bridge, not the lanes! No 
design will resolve the fact that 7 lanes (one way ) go down to a 4 lanes 
bridge (one way) . Please Virginia Coordinate your efforts with 
Maryland! 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : We shouldn't proceed until maryland 
decides to expand the bridge and their portion of 495 
495NextComments_Q02 : The consequences of this project is highly 
negative to our community. It will add pollution and noise to our area. 
495NextComments_Q03 : The design will add to the noise issue. 

Mostapha 
saout 
 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Multiple 
Topics 

 

Officials……...and Clerk to the BOS (Please distribute) : 
MD is facing More Delays with Proposed HOTLanes as the Opposition 
Grows and  Legal Pressures Mount. 
The following Post Article by Katie Shaver was sent to me and reports 
on this and more. 
Legal Delays in MD will result in VA Drivers sitting in Increased Jammed 
Traffic Congestion from 495NEXT for Years....on 495, Local Streets, our 
CBC, 123...Old Dominion & 193 Corridors, Tysons and Region. 
Susan Shaw stated to the MCA Transportation Committee that the 
Reason for the 495NEXT RUSH was to Force MD to Build. 
495NEXT will Create More Traffic Congestion at the 495 GW North & 
Region....and this should Force MD to Build. 
And MD Will Build When ?  
6…10 years later ?  Maybe Never ?  Maybe with MD Plan Changes that 
VA cannot accommodate with the 495NEXT design ? 
Will Tysons Businesses that have MD Owners and Workers really 
tolerate this Increased Constant VA Congestion Mess…or will they 
prefer to Relocate to MD ?  
 My sad guess is that MD will Win Revenues and Businesses. 
495NEXT will Harm VA on Many Levels. 
A confidentail source alerted me to watch MD Legal Actions. 
These Legal Actions could Delay the MD HOTLanes Decision for 3 
years…or more. 
I am hearing that VA Citizens are not far behind MD’s Legal Pathway. 
Is this rumor true ? 
Officials, VA Residents are facing a Ridiculously Inappropriate Public 
Comment Deadline for 495NEXT of December 4, 2020.  
Officials, will you really let this stand ?  
Officials, will you really Condone what VDOT has and continues to do 
to Deny Taxpayers Transparency & Proper Public Process ? 
Officials, will you continue to Condone VDOT’s Censoring of Public 
Comments on 495NEXT and Lack of Answers since May 20, 2019 ? 
Taxpaying Citizens Hope Not. 
Please STOP the PUBLIC COMMENT DEADLINE of Dec. 4, 2020…. ASAP.  
Open-end it to coordinate with Proper Public Transparency & Public 
Process for 495NEXT and the Proper Required EA Studies. 
 Thank You for Protecting Your Constituency……… 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommuting/marylan
d-toll-lanes/2020/11/26/06e1cb2a-2e70-11eb-bae0-
50bb17126614_story.html  

April 
Georgelas 

This email does not contain new, substantive comments 
or questions from the commentor related to the 495 
NEXT EA and project design. The statement attributed to 
Mrs. Shaw of VDOT is not accurate.  
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Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I am not in favor of the project but I can’t 
believe the decision has been made to go forward before MD does 

Wylie 
Marshall 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommuting/maryland-toll-lanes/2020/11/26/06e1cb2a-2e70-11eb-bae0-50bb17126614_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommuting/maryland-toll-lanes/2020/11/26/06e1cb2a-2e70-11eb-bae0-50bb17126614_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommuting/maryland-toll-lanes/2020/11/26/06e1cb2a-2e70-11eb-bae0-50bb17126614_story.html


anything. Why ? What’s the rush? Why can’t it be a coordinated effort? 
You are just creating a host of new problems 
495NextComments_Q02 : Not sufficient 
495NextComments_Q03 : 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : The environmental impact is too great. We 
need more studies. 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Amy Coles Environmental Assessment 
 
As noted on the FHWA website 
(https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documen
tation.aspx ), “An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 
prepared for projects where it is known that the action 
will have a significant effect on the environment. An 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for actions in 
which the significance of the environmental impact is not 
clearly established.” For the I-495 NEXT project, an EA 
was prepared because the significance of the 
environmental impact was not known prior to project 
initiation. The supporting technical studies and 
documentation in the technical reports are prepared to a 
level of detail that allows FHWA to make an independent 
decision on the path forward for the project, as well as to 
assess the level of impacts associated with each resource. 
Technical studies and reports are prepared in a level of 
detail such that they may be used to support an EA or and 
EIS, regardless of the type of NEPA document. 
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. The EA was 
approved for public availability by the FHWA on February 
24, 2020. Following the Public Hearing and receipt of 
public and agency comment, VDOT is working with FHWA 
to respond to substantive public comments and complete 
any additional analyses that are deemed necessary for 
the NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will 
request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of 
these efforts do not identify any significant impacts, 
VDOT would request a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s 
selected action and document the absence of significant 
impacts. The issuance of the FONSI would complete the 
study process. On the other hand, if significant impacts 
are identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
 

https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx


Public Outreach and Engagement 
 
The project development process has followed all 
requirements of 23 CFR 771.111 [Early coordination, 
public involvement, and project development], 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-
vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111  
 
VDOT has held three public meetings, two question and 
answer sessions for the general public, two public 
hearings, 23 meetings with elected officials, 109 meetings 
with stakeholders and agencies, 22 meetings with 
homeowners and business associations, and 22 one-on-
one meetings with property owners. Prior to public 
involvement meetings, VDOT advertised the meetings in 
local newspapers, as well as on social media, and project 
notification postcards were sent out in the mail to over 
eight thousand households in Fairfax County, as well as to 
citizens via mass e-mail distributions.  
 
The Public Hearings held on October 5 and 8, 2020, 
provided both in-person, as well as virtual opportunities 
for the public to engage in the process. Prior to the Public 
Hearings, VDOT held two Public Information Meetings / 
Question & Answer Sessions virtually with the public. Two 
meetings were offered to allow adequate time for 
discussion and help with any schedule conflicts. Yom 
Kippur ended at sundown on Sept. 28, prior to the start of 
the session. 
 
In addition, the materials have been available online and 
in hard copy in several locations since February 2020, and 
the project team has been available for questions and 
comments via phone throughout the planning and design 
process. VDOT has been proactive in its engagement with 
the public through meetings, as described above, with 
numerous local citizen groups and residential 
organizations. VDOT is continuing to meet with HOAs on a 
regular basis to provide updates and provide 
opportunities for additional input and dialogue. 
Additionally, VDOT is committed to continuing to engage 
with the community through the final design and 
construction phases. These public involvement 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111


opportunities exceed both FHWA and VDOT policy for this 
type of NEPA study. 
 
Promotion of the public hearings held on October 5 and 8, 
2020, exceeded guidelines in the VDOT public 
involvement policy manual and involved newspaper 
advertising, notices to agencies/government officials, 
email outreach, social media, press releases, paid 
advertising on Facebook and Instagram, and more than 
9,000 postcards mailed to residences and businesses in 
the corridor. 

201130.
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Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : Pause 495Next Construction - Not before 
Maryland 
495NextComments_Q02 : Redo Traffic Studies, based on current 
conditions. 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Saeed 
Fallah 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 
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Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Tara Della 
Rocca 
 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

201130.
589 

Oppose,  

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit, 

 Traffic 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I oppose this projectfor the following 
reasons: 1) Maryland has not committed to a widening of the bridge or 
an extension on their side, which will lead to more traffic and 
congestion not only on the VA Beltway, but also in our McLean 
neighborhood; and 2) the environmental impacts are too great and 
have not bee fully evaluated. 
495NextComments_Q02 : Do this fully. Do this right! 
495NextComments_Q03 : You re just creating a bigger bottleneck. 
Don't do this until alternatives have been fully looked at! 

Steven 
Feldman 
 

Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 



provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : As residents who will be directly affected by 
the 495 Next Project because our property borders I-495, we have 
several concerns. 
If Maryland fails to widen the Beltway or lags behind several years, 
then 
• There will be a bottleneck in Northern Virginia right before the 
American Legion Bridge. Even if people go through Virginia lanes faster, 
that benefit would be offset by frustration and delays at this 
bottleneck. 
• There will be overflow onto our local roads from this bottleneck. 
• The tolls will be very high because of the bottleneck. 
Also, Virginia DOT says it has completed an assessment of the 
pandemic on traffic. However, this assessment cannot be complete 
because the pandemic is ongoing. A follow-up or more comprehensive 
study is needed to find out the long-term effect of the pandemic on 
traffic patterns and our roads. 
Virginia should not push through this project without more 
consideration. It also should work more closely with Maryland in 
addressing the traffic on the Beltway. To effectively ease the 
congestion at the border, the two states need to coordinate their 
solutions and synchronize the expansion projects. 

Cristina 
and Pio 
Poblete 

Traffic 
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Dear Transportation Officials, 
My wife and I are in favor of improved traffic and more reliable travel 
times within our region, but after attending multiple of the recent 
forums and hearings for the 495 NEXT project we have some lingering 
questions and requests. We are part of the communities who live 

Wes and 
Yin 
Johnson 

Traffic 
 
Please refer to Appendix I of the Traffic and 
Transportation Technical Report for a sensitivity analysis 
of 2025 conditions prior to the Maryland project coming 
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alongside the proposed project and whose young children will be 
attending schools also nearby this project (Cooper Middle School).  
Thank you for taking into consideration our concerns and requests for 
further details. 
Questions: 
Why doesn’t your environmental study include modeling effects of 
PM2.5 particles related to this expansion in the impacted area? NIH 
and many other sources have established that “PM2.5 causes asthma, 
respiratory inflammation, jeopardizes lung functions and even 
promotes cancers” (NIH). EPA states it “causes premature death, and 
harmful cardiovascular effects such as heart attacks and strokes, and is 
linked to a variety of other significant health problems”.  In addition, it 
impacts the respiratory system, which is especially more important 
now as COVD19 attacks the respiratory system. In 2012 EPA revised the 
primary annual PM2.5 standard to 12 micrograms per cubic meter and 
retaining the 24-hour fine particles standard of 35 microgram per cubic 
meter. We would like to see a study of what is the current level of 
PM2.5 in the affected area and a model of what will be the impact of 
expanding 495.  
Can you provide us with details of what the construction process will 
look like with regard to the presence of a retaining wall? It is not clear 
from the Transurban Plan documents whether the new retaining 
wall/sound barrier would be built first before the existing wall will be 
taken down? If that’s not going to be the case, how will VDOT and 
Tranurban handle the environmental impact healthwise to the nearby 
residents? Will you be meeting the EPA’s Standard for PM2.5 
(mentioned above) during construction?  
Can you provide the statistics regarding traffic improvements for the 
currently existing 495 toll lanes?  It would seem that these would be 
similar to what a further toll section would yield. We understand you 
have done extensive modeling but the assumptions should be backed 
up by existing data and not just what the modeler assumes. 
Can we know about the expected drawbacks to the project if Maryland 
does not complete their portion, including ALB expansion?  There were 
some vague details given during a meeting, but it would be helpful to 
know how these were produced and how did they model losing a lane 
on the bridge?  Can you ease fears that it would only create a giant 
bottleneck at the bridge that is worse than today without Maryland’s 
cooperation?  In which case, Virginia gets stuck with the environmental 
concerns of this bottleneck of cars idling before the bridge. 
Since there is estimated removal of 35 acres of trees, has there been 
an environmental analysis of the impact for that loss and how to 
recuperate those tree loss?   

online.  Even prior to the Maryland project, by increasing 
the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by providing a 
reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, drivers will 
have less incentive to use local cut-through routes. Traffic 
models project a reduction in traffic volume and a 
reduction in travel delay on the local street network, most 
notably along Georgetown Pike, with the project in place.   
 
Design 
 
The project is located in a region that is currently meeting 
EPA’s fine particulate matter (PM2.5) air quality 
standards, and therefore transportation conformity 
requirements pertaining to PM2.5 do not apply, and no 
further analysis is necessary.  In addition, PM2.5 levels 
have decreased substantially in the region over the past 
couple decades, and the latest annual and 24-hr PM2.5 
design values for the region are 9.5 and 21 micrograms 
per cubic meter, respectively, which are both well below 
applicable EPA standards. 
 
The construction process of the replacement noise barrier 
walls will vary depending on existing conditions.  In some 
cases, the contractor may be able to build the new noise 
barriers before demolishing the existing barriers.  
However, in locations where this is not feasible due to 
site constraints or other factors, the contractor may need 
to demolish the existing noise barrier (or portions 
thereof) prior to installing the replacement noise barrier.  
In these instances, the contractor will be required to 
construct the replacement barrier within 180 days from 
the removal of the existing noise barrier. 
In regard to changes in congestion in the northbound GP 
lanes: in the I-495 Traffic and Transportation Technical 
Report, please refer to Table 7-9 (2045 AM Peak Period 
Travel Time Comparison) and Table 7-10 (2045 PM Peak 
Period Travel Time Comparison). With the full build-out of 
this project and Maryland’s project in place, in the 
northbound direction of the GP lanes, there is a nearly 4-
minute travel time savings in the AM peak period (from 
approximately 12 min in the No-Build to roughly 8 min in 
the Build scenario), to go along with a 5.5-minute travel 
time savings to eastbound Route 267 due to reduced 
queue spillback from northbound I-495 (from 



As others have mentioned on the virtual meetings, has there been a 
truel cost-benefit analysis for Virginia determined for the project?  
Project Requests: 
1. Today, the sound barrier is an insufficient height at the point where 
Scotts Run stream is beneath the road.  This would be a critical need 
for this portion to match the height and materials of the other 
stretches. See photo below.

 
2. Also, under the Old Dominion bridge there should be sound barriers 
as well. As you can see in the photo there are sound barriers below 
Scott Crossing Road. Also other streets such as Lewinsville Rd and 

approximately 7.5 to 2 min),  and 4.5-minute northbound 
GP lanes travel time savings in the PM peak period (from 
approximately 28 min to 23.5 min).  These travel time 
savings are attributable to having the seamless managed 
lanes systems connected across the state line. These GP 
lanes improvements are separate from travel time savings 
for users of the northbound Express Lanes, who have a 
seamless trip with reliable travel times in the Build 
condition but must use the congested GP lanes in the No 
Build condition.  
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project. 
 
None of the build scenarios would result in loosing a lane 
on the American Legion Bridge. 
 
A preliminary noise study was completed as part of the 
environmental document, and a final noise study will be 
completed during the detailed design phase that is 
planned for completion in late 2021. All noise sensitive 
sites within the study area will be thoroughly evaluated 
during the detailed design phase. If noise impacts are 
predicted, noise mitigation in the form of noise barriers 
will be evaluated following FHWA’ s noise regulation and 
VDOT’s noise policy. All locations where an existing noise 
wall exists will get a replacement wall of the same height 
or higher than the existing wall. The necessary height of 
the noise wall will be determined during the final design. 
It should be noted that proposed noise barriers will have 
absorptive finish to minimize the effect of reflection 
noise. The project will provide noise walls at the locations 
where they are needed to mitigate the noise impacts. 
 
The project is not proposing to add a bike lane to Old 
Dominion Drive. The project will add an off-road shared-
use path. 
 
Noise 



Idylwood Rd all have sound barriers beneath the bridge. 

 
3. The sound barrier should be at or near the max allowed height to 
reduce sound and pollutants impact. As you can see from photos 
above, the trees act as a barrier for pollution and when removal to 
expand 495, we need the walls to be raised to have the same level of 
protection as before.  
4. Adding a bike lane to Old Dominion Drive should be accompanied by 
a reduction to the speed limit to 30 mph, especially considering the 
amount of heavy trucks frequenting the road. As we can see Old 
Dominion Drive from our property, we can say cars are usually going 
above the 40mph speed limit.   
Thank you for your help, 
 

 
An air study was completed as part of the environmental 
document and is available on the project website.  The 
study found that the project would not cause or 
contribute to a violation of any air quality standad.  
 
A preliminary noise analysis was completed as part of the 
environmental document. Specific to the area in question, 
existing barriers on both sides of the interstate will be 
physically impacted by the project and therefore will be 
replaced as part of the project.  It is important to note 
that all proposed replacement barriers at a minimum are 
required to meet or exceed the height of the existing 
noise barriers.  During the detailed design phase, 
additional analysis will be conducted to evaluate the need 
to raise sound barrier heights at locations where noise 
impacts remain behind the replacement barrier, in 
compliance with Federal and State Noise Policy.  
 
In addition the barriers in the vicinity of the Scotts Run 
Stream consist of ground mounted and structure 
mounted barriers. The structure mounted would be light 
weight to reduce the loads on the structure and therefore 
will be of different material compared to the concrete 
ground mounted barriers. 
 
Response to #2 (Barriers under Old Dominion Drive) 
 
A preliminary noise analysis was completed as part of the 
environmental document. Specific to the area of Old 
Dominion Drive, existing barriers on both sides of the 
interstate will be physically impacted by the project and 
therefore will be replaced as part of the project.  During 
the detailed design phase, additional analysis will be 
conducted to evaluate the need to fill the sound barrier 
gaps under the bridge at locations where noise impacts 
remain behind the replacement barrier.  
 
The project is located in a region that is currently meeting 
EPA’s fine particulate matter (PM2.5) air quality 
standards, and therefore transportation conformity 
requirements pertaining to PM2.5 do not apply, and no 
further analysis is necessary.  In addition, PM2.5 levels 
have decreased substantially in the region over the past 



couple of decades, and the latest annual and 24-hr PM2.5 
design values for the region are 9.5 and 21 micrograms 
per cubic meter, respectively, which are both well below 
applicable EPA standards. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
In regard to changes in congestion in the northbound GP 
lanes: in the Traffic and Transportation Technical Report, 
please refer to Table 7-9 (2045 AM Peak Period Travel 
Time Comparison) and Table 7-10 (2045 PM Peak Period 
Travel Time Comparison). With the full build-out of this 
project and Maryland’s project in place, in the 
northbound direction, there is a nearly 4-minute travel 
time savings in the AM peak (11:59 to 8:03), to go along 
with a 5.5-minute travel time savings to eastbound Route 
267 due to reduced queue spillback from northbound I-
495 (7:21 to 1:51),  and 4.5-minute travel time savings in 
the PM peak (28:18 to 23:42). These travel time savings 
are attributable to having the seamless managed lanes 
systems connected across the state line.  
 
Please refer to Appendix I of the Traffic and 
Transportation Technical Report for a sensitivity analysis 
of 2025 conditions prior to the Maryland project coming 
online. Even prior to the Maryland project, by increasing 
the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by providing a 
reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, drivers will 
have less incentive to use local cut-through routes. Traffic 
models project a reduction in traffic volume and a 



reduction in travel delay on the local street network, most 
notably along Georgetown Pike, with the project in place, 
even prior to the Maryland project. 

201130.
592 

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : I have lived in NoVA my entire life. As an 
engineer I recognize that until MD increases the # of lanes on the 
bridge, up the hill and past the 270 split, nothing done in VA will 
matter. Please don't waste the money, or spend the effort for the 
taxpayers/commuters until MD gets the portion beyond VA fixed. 

Lawrence 
Schuette 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Dear Mr. Lerner, 
Could you kindly provide the additional information requested below in 
advance of Wednesday's meeting?  We have been unable to find it 
online. 
In particular, we are seeking information assessing whether project 
costs  outweigh the benefits, especially for residents and road users in 
our community, i.e. the Georgetown Pike / Langley / Great Falls area.  
Specifically, kindly provide: 
-- Studies of other project alternatives considered 
-- Cost-benefit analysis including economic and financial costs, and 
information on tolls--specifically, which tolls will finance the project? 
-- Traffic studies breaking out the impact on Express lanes, Local lanes 
and local roads.   
These should include specific studies of the GW Parkway interchange 
component and the elimination of the current access ramps, including 
alternatives considered and expected lifetimes.  
Specifically, please identify where in these documents we might find 
"with-and-without" assessments of the GW Parkway interchange and 
the elimination of the current access ramps.   
Please also indicate where we can find --and how to interpret -- 
information supporting VDOT's claim that the project will reduce cut-
through traffic and congestion on local roads (e.g. Georgetown Pike, 
Balls Hill Rd., Dead Run Dr, Benjamin St.).  
Please allow me to share concerns that neighbors have shared and 
which we would appreciate being addressed in the documents -- 
which, again, we hope you can provide in advance -- and in our 
meeting on Wednesday: 

Veronique 
Bishop 
 

Build Alternative 
 
VDOT, in coordination with FHWA, local governments, 
and stakeholders, identified an alternative that would 
meet the project Purpose and Need: reduce congestion, 
provide new travel choices, and improve travel reliability 
along I-495. The I-495 NEXT Build Alternative was 
identified as the only reasonable alternative to advance 
based on the Purpose and Need for the study. Two 
managed lanes in each direction would have a similar 
footprint to one managed lane because a single managed 
lane would require a wider paved left-side shoulder for 
safety concerns and emergency access. Therefore, the 
2045 Build scenario evaluated two managed lanes in each 
direction, as well as various interchange designs. Adding 
two managed lanes in each direction is also consistent 
with the typical section on the adjacent southern section 
of I-495. The single build alternative leaves ample 
flexibility for different design options to be considered if 
the project advances to permitting and more detailed 
phases of design following an FHWA NEPA decision. 
 
P3 Projects & Tolling 
 
 The referenced response to coment #66 was not included 
in the EA itself, but rather was documented in the May 
2019 Public Meeting Summary Report that was attached 



1.  The project benefits Express-Lane users at the expense of local 
users.   
VDOT's presentation indicates that the project will increase travel 
times on the local lanes of I-495, eliminate the use of the shoulder 
(fifth lane) by local-lane  drivers, and eliminate access to the Express 
Lanes from Georgetown Pike/Exit 44, reducing travel options for local 
users.   
It also indicates that the project will reduce congestion on local roads, 
but the increased travel times on local lanes suggests the opposite. 
2.  The major interchange connecting the Express Lanes to GW Parkway 
is justified.   
A cursory look at a map shows that alternate routes take less time (see 
Fig below), suggesting that the interchange cannot be justified at any 
price.  In addition, the additional infrastructure and ramps take up 
space that could better be used to widen the bridge approach, and 
may need to be removed when the AL bridge is replaced. 
Bottom line:  the proposed GW Parkway-Express Lanes interchange will 
aggravate congestion near the American Legion Bridge, at a very high 
cost and with negligible benefit. 
Other routes from Express Lanes are shorter and faster than GWP via 
495.   
Inline image 
3.  No alternatives other than "no-build" appear to have been 
considered. MCA noted this in their submission to VDOT. VDOT should 
at least consider a "no GW Parkway interchange" option. 
 
4.  The information provided by VDOT is insufficient for the public to 
make informed comments.  VDOT should share the following 
information: 
-- cost-benefit analysis of the GW Parkway Interchange including: 
       -- cost estimates including infrastructure and environmental 
mitigation costs, and time lost due to additional congestion  
       -- traffic study showing estimated traffic between the Express 
Lanes and GW Pkwy, and time/cost savings to drivers on both on the 
General Purpose lanes and local/cut-through streets. 
       -- estimated incremental toll revenues from the GW Parkway 
interchange  
       -- source and amounts of toll revenues to cover the cost (e.g. Dulles 
Toll Road proceeds?   
-- cost-benefit analysis of eliminating the current access ramps 
(including traffic studies), showing: 
        -- lost toll revenues due to drivers from Exit 44 not using Express 
Lanes 

for reference in the Appendix of the EA. The response 
reflected VDOT’s intent at the time the response was 
provided. Since that 2019 public meeting, VDOT has 
determined that a study of delivery methods and 
justification of P3 delivery is not required. Upon further 
examination of the previous agreement, and in 
consultation with the Virginia Office of the Attorney 
General, VDOT concluded that the existing 495 Amended 
and Restated Comprehensive Agreement (the "ARCA"), 
executed in 2007 pursuant to the Public-Private 
Transportation Act of 1995, as amended, provides for 
project enhancements and the process to carry forward 
such enhancements, such as the 495 NEXT Project. As 
such, the 495 NEXT Project is being developed as a 
Concessionaire Project Enhancement in accordance with 
the ARCA signed between VDOT and Capital Beltway 
Express, LLC (CBE). 
 
This overarching framework established under the 
original 2007 agreement benefits the public by satisfying 
public needs such as reducing congestion, providing 
additional travel choices, and improving travel reliability 
via timely and efficient development and operation of the 
facility without the use of public funds.  
 
In considering the feasibility of an option to deliver the 
project other than the P3 method, it is important to note 
that the estimated cost of the project – $500 million – is 
disproportionate to the entire statewide budget of $1.4 
Billion (2020) available for transportation projects across 
the rest of the Commonwealth as part of the SMART 
SCALE process.  
 
A High Risk Screening Report and/or Detail Screening 
Report are not being prepared for the project, per the 
previous response above. The 2007 ARCA allows 
Transurban to enter into negotiations with VDOT to 
develop an extension of the express lanes between the 
current terminus and the south end of the American 
Legion Bridge, provided that VDOT and Transurban can 
reach agreement on amending the terms of the existing 
ARCA. The ARCA may be found here: 
https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf  

https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf
https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf


        -- increased congestion and time lost due to rerouting these 
additional cars on the General-purpose lanes or local streets. 
-- traffic studies clearly presenting the impact on the General Use lanes 
on I-495 and on local traffic.   
5.  The presentation materials indicate that the project will increase, 
not decrease, travel times on the local Beltway lanes and nearby 
streets.   
VDOT should provide information on the traffic studies showing how 
the increased travel times on the Local lanes will impact local roads 
near Georgetown Pike/Exit 44. 

 
The estimated construction cost of the I-495 NEXT is 
approximately $500 million. 
 
The percentage of project costs using private equity from 
Transurban is undetermined at this time. The proportion 
of costs using equity versus private debt service would be 
known closer to the date of financial close for the project. 
 
Under the proposed agreement with Transurban, no 
public funds would be used for construction of the 
project. Tolling is used to cover the costs to privately 
finance, construct, operate and maintain the Express 
Lanes without public subsidies. The risk for construction 
cost overruns would be assigned to Transurban. 
 
Traffic  
 
Detail on traffic impacts on all roadways including local 
and residential streets are included in the 495 NEXT 
Traffic and Transportation Technical Report. 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
1. Providing direct access between Georgetown Pike 

and the Express Lanes is not under consideration at 
this time. However, the infrastructure being 
constructed for this interchange will be configured to 
not preclude adding this connection in the future, if 
such a connection is advanced. With this connection, 
the Georgetown Pike users would have Express Lanes 
access to and from the south. The access between 
Georgetown Pike and the General Purpose lanes will 
be maintained.  
 

 By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 
and by providing a reliable travel option using the 
Express Lanes, drivers will have less incentive to use 
local cut-through routes. Traffic models project a 
reduction in traffic volume and a reduction in travel 
delay on the local street network, most notably along 
Georgetown Pike, with the project in place, even 
prior to the Maryland project.  

 



2.  For trips along GW Parkway south of Route 123, or 
along Route 123 leaving Washington DC, it is faster to 
use the freeway-to-freeway route of GW Pkwy to I-
495. The travel time savings are most pronounced 
during peak periods, when Route 123 experiences 
significant congestion at signalized intersections.  

 
3.  Without the direct ramp connections to and from the 

GW Parkway --which removes some traffic that would 
otherwise travel in the I-495 general purpose lanes --
additional traffic delays, queues, and “speed hot-
spots” would occur on the general purpose lanes 
between the Dulles Toll Road Interchange and the 
GW Parkway interchange.  

 
4. See P3 Projects and Tolling section above. 
 
5.  The increase in northbound general purpose lane 

travel time is only for peak periods for the 2025 pre-
Maryland condition. Travel times improve in the 2025 
Build with Maryland and 2045 Build scenarios. Even 
though these northbound travel times are projected 
to increase during peak periods in this scenario, the 
arterial network still is forecasted to see a reduction 
in demand due to a volume shift to the Express Lanes, 
which can carry significantly more vehicles than the 
local roadway network. As a result, the travel times 
and delays on the parallel and local roads should 
improve. 

 Appendix I of the Traffic and Transportation Technical 
Report provides documentation related the 
assessment of traffic operations associated with the 
implementation of the I-495 Northern Extension for 
the conditions prior to the widening of the American 
Legion Bridge (ALB). 

 VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to 
align the design of Project NEXT with the selected 
alternative that results from Maryland’s 
environmental process. It is a focus of Virginia to not 
only provide a seamless connection but to also focus 
on efficient construction to minimize disruption to 
the traveling public. The Record of Decision for the I-



495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in Maryland is 
anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  Maryland 
has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the 
Virginia 495 Express Lanes project and has selected a 
project developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 
Managed Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Hello, 
Our family is in favor of improved traffic and more reliable travel times 
within our region, but after attending multiple of the recent forums 
and hearings for the 495 NEXT project we have some lingering 
questions and requests. We are part of the communities who live 
alongside the proposed project and whose young children will be 
attending schools also nearby this project (Cooper Middle School).  
Thank you for taking into consideration our concerns and requests for 
further details. 
Questions: 
Why doesn’t your environmental study include modeling effects of 
PM2.5 particles related to this expansion in the impacted area? NIH 
and many other sources have established that “PM2.5 causes asthma, 
respiratory inflammation, jeopardizes lung functions and even 
promotes cancers” (NIH). EPA states it “causes premature death, and 
harmful cardiovascular effects such as heart attacks and strokes, and is 
linked to a variety of other significant health problems”.  In addition, it 
impacts the respiratory system, which is especially more important 
now as COVD19 attacks the respiratory system. In 2012 EPA revised the 
primary annual PM2.5 standard to 12 micrograms per cubic meter and 
retaining the 24-hour fine particles standard of 35 microgram per cubic 
meter. We would like to see a study of what is the current level of 
PM2.5 in the affected area and a model of what will be the impact of 
expanding 495.  
Can you provide us with details of what the construction process will 
look like with regard to the presence of a retaining wall? It is not clear 
from the Transurban Plan documents whether the new retaining 
wall/sound barrier would be built first before the existing wall will be 
taken down? If that’s not going to be the case, how will VDOT and 
Tranurban handle the environmental impact healthwise to the nearby 
residents? Will you be meeting the EPA’s Standard for PM2.5 
(mentioned above) during construction?  
Can you provide the statistics regarding traffic improvements for the 
currently existing 495 toll lanes?  It would seem that these would be 
similar to what a further toll section would yield. We understand you 

The Fosters Traffic 
 
Please refer to Appendix I of the Traffic and 
Transportation Technical Report for a sensitivity analysis 
of 2025 conditions prior to the Maryland project coming 
online.  Even prior to the Maryland project, by increasing 
the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by providing a 
reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, drivers will 
have less incentive to use local cut-through routes. Traffic 
models project a reduction in traffic volume and a 
reduction in travel delay on the local street network, most 
notably along Georgetown Pike, with the project in place.  
 
Design 
 
The project is located in a region that is currently meeting 
EPA’s fine particulate matter (PM2.5) air quality 
standards, and therefore transportation conformity 
requirements pertaining to PM2.5 do not apply, and no 
further analysis is necessary.  In addition, PM2.5 levels 
have decreased substantially in the region over the past 
couple decades, and the latest annual and 24-hr PM2.5 
design values for the region are 9.5 and 21 micrograms 
per cubic meter, respectively, which are both well below 
applicable EPA standards. 
 
The construction process of the replacement noise barrier 
walls will vary depending on existing conditions.  In some 
cases, the contractor may be able to build the new noise 
barriers before demolishing the existing barriers.  
However, in locations where this is not feasible due to 
site constraints or other factors, the contractor may need 
to demolish the existing noise barrier (or portions 
thereof) prior to installing the replacement noise barrier.  
In these instances, the contractor will be required to 



have done extensive modeling but the assumptions should be backed 
up by existing data and not just what the modeler assumes. 
Can we know about the expected drawbacks to the project if Maryland 
does not complete their portion, including ALB expansion?  There were 
some vague details given during a meeting, but it would be helpful to 
know how these were produced and how did they model losing a lane 
on the bridge?  Can you ease fears that it would only create a giant 
bottleneck at the bridge that is worse than today without Maryland’s 
cooperation?  In which case, Virginia gets stuck with the environmental 
concerns of this bottleneck of cars idling before the bridge. 
Since there is estimated removal of 35 acres of trees, has there been 
an environmental analysis of the impact for that loss and how to 
recuperate those tree loss?   
As others have mentioned on the virtual meetings, has there been a 
truel cost-benefit analysis for Virginia determined for the project?  
Project Requests: 

1. Today, the sound barrier is an insufficient height at the point 
where Scotts Run stream is beneath the road.  This would be a 
critical need for this portion to match the height and materials 
of the other stretches. See photo below. 

 
2. Also, under the Old Dominion bridge there should be sound 

barriers as well. As you can see in the photo there are sound 
barriers below Scott Crossing Road. Also other streets such as 
Lewinsville Rd and Idylwood Rd all have sound barriers 
beneath the bridge.  

construct the replacement barrier within 180 days from 
the removal of the existing noise barrier. 
 
Noise 
 
Response to #2 (Barriers under Old Dominion Drive) 
 
A preliminary noise analysis was completed as part of the 
environmental document. Specific to the area of Old 
Dominion Drive, existing barriers on both sides of the 
interstate will be physically impacted by the project and 
therefore will be replaced as part of the project.  During 
the detailed design phase, additional analysis will be 
conducted to evaluate the need to fill the sound barrier 
gaps under the bridge at locations where noise impacts 
remain behind the replacement barrier.  
 
The project is located in a region that is currently meeting 
EPA’s fine particulate matter (PM2.5) air quality 
standards, and therefore transportation conformity 
requirements pertaining to PM2.5 do not apply, and no 
further analysis is necessary.  In addition, PM2.5 levels 
have decreased substantially in the region over the past 
couple of decades, and the latest annual and 24-hr PM2.5 
design values for the region are 9.5 and 21 micrograms 
per cubic meter, respectively, which are both well below 
applicable EPA standards. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 



 
3. The sound barrier should be at or near the max allowed height 

to reduce sound and pollutants impact. As you can see from 
photos above, the trees act as a barrier for pollution and when 
removal to expand 495, we need the walls to be raised to 
have the same level of protection as before.  

4. Adding a bike lane to Old Dominion Drive should be 
accompanied by a reduction to the speed limit to 30 mph, 
especially considering the amount of heavy trucks frequenting 
the road. As we can see Old Dominion Drive from our 
property, we can say cars are usually going above the 40mph 
speed limit.   

Thank you, 

In regard to changes in congestion in the northbound GP 
lanes: in the Traffic and Transportation Technical Report, 
please refer to Table 7-9 (2045 AM Peak Period Travel 
Time Comparison) and Table 7-10 (2045 PM Peak Period 
Travel Time Comparison). With the full build-out of this 
project and Maryland’s project in place, in the 
northbound direction, there is a nearly 4-minute travel 
time savings in the AM peak (11:59 to 8:03), to go along 
with a 5.5-minute travel time savings to eastbound Route 
267 due to reduced queue spillback from northbound I-
495 (7:21 to 1:51),  and 4.5-minute travel time savings in 
the PM peak (28:18 to 23:42). These travel time savings 
are attributable to having the seamless managed lanes 
systems connected across the state line.  
 
Please refer to Appendix I of the Traffic and 
Transportation Technical Report for a sensitivity analysis 
of 2025 conditions prior to the Maryland project coming 
online. Even prior to the Maryland project, by increasing 
the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by providing a 
reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, drivers will 
have less incentive to use local cut-through routes. Traffic 
models project a reduction in traffic volume and a 
reduction in travel delay on the local street network, most 
notably along Georgetown Pike, with the project in place, 
even prior to the Maryland project. 
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LETTER 

 

Secretary Valentine: please find comments from the Great Falls 
Citizens Association, revising and qualifying our May 2020 letter of 
support for this project.  Thank you. 
-----------------ATTACHED LETTER----------------------- 
Dear Secretary Valentine: 
The purpose of this letter is to advise that on November 17, 2020, the 
Executive Board of the Great Falls Citizens Association (GFCA) 
unanimously voted to revise and qualify its support for the expansion 
of the 1-495 HOT lanes, as expressed in a letter previously submitted to 
the docket on May 3, 2020. GFCA has represented the interests and 
residents of the community of Great Falls since the organization's 
founding more than fifty years ago. As such, we have major concerns 

Bill Canis 
President 
Great Falls 
Citizens 
Association 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT 
RECEIVED FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
INDIVIDUALS section of the public hearing page of the 
project website. 

 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


especially as it relates to traffic and transportation in our community. 
In a 2019 Community-wide survey, our members and the community of 
Great Falls ranked transportation issues involving efforts to reduce cut-
through commuter traffic and instituting traffic calming and improving 
safety on local roads as among their highest ranked concerns. Because 
of that background, GFCA is concerned that while proposals to increase 
the capacity of 1-495 may ease congestion, unless that action is fully 
coordinated with plans to do the same on the Maryland side of the 
American legion Bridge (and on the bridge itself), the current situation 
in our community will be worsened. Moreover, GFCA agrees with 
statements issued by Dranesville Supervisor John Foust that it would 
be a "huge mistake" to start the Virginia portion of the project before it 
is aligned with Maryland's timeframe. GFCA fully concurs with a recent 
decision of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors to request the 
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to conduct more public-
information and comment sessions in order to obtain more 
involvement and engagement of the public on this important 
ransportation project. We urge you to consider action to delay 
implementation until additional public input is obtained and the State 
of Maryland provides a firm commitment to move forward on the 1-
495 project in concert with the Commonwealth of Virginia. Further, 
GFCA requests VDOT to apply its considerable modeling expertise to 
evaluate the full impact of the combined Route 7 and 1-495 
construction projects on Route 193 traffic flow/congestion and on 
backups at the Route 193/1-495 interchange. P.O. Box 27 •Great Falls, 
VA• 22066 For example, we expect the Route 7 widening project to 
continue to induce more commuter traffic onto Route 193 as a means 
to avoid delays. We anticipate significant adverse impact on our local 
roads resulting from more traffic and congestion associated with the 1-
495 project, to be further aggravated by VDOT's announced plans to 
replace single-lane bridges in our community with two-lane bridges on 
Walker and Springvale Roads in Great Falls. These two roads directly 
connect Route 7 to Georgetown Pike. Accordingly, we request your 
Department conduct analysis of the impact of the combined Route 7 
/1-495 projects on traffic volume on Route 193 and on the feeder 
roads between Route 7 and Route 193 (i.e., Utterback Store, 
Springvale, Colvin Run, Walker, and Leigh Mill Roads in Great Falls). 
Sincerely, 
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Support,  

Regional 
Transport

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : yes, but it is critical that VA push MD to 
include high occupancy vehicle toll exemptions to encourage 
carpooling/bus transit and avoid VA HOT vehicles returning to the 

Keith 
Sumner 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 



ation & 
Transit 

 

normal lanes at the MD border and creating traffic issues of their own. 
It would also lead to lots of confusion in general. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : strongly in favor of multiuse path through 
corridor, but encourage it's placement behind sound walls where 
possible and the inclusion of facilities to better connect the trail with 
Tysons and other trails, specifically means to traverse the 495 and 
Dulles Toll Road intersection. 

minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Support 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : Yes 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Sara 
Carioscia 
 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 
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Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit,  

 

Traffic,  

Environm
ental. 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I oppose the extension project because this 
project was first designed before the pandemic. The pandemic has 
resulted in less traffic, and while traffic may increase when there is a 
vaccine, traffic will likely not be at pre-pandemic levels. Further, 
Maryland has not decided to move forward. We should at least know 
what they are doing before Virginia engages in such a large project. 
Finally, the environmental concerns have not been full addressed and 
VDOT needs to carefully consider the message it is sending with this 
project that only people who can afford the tolls get less traffic. 
495NextComments_Q02 : The project would damage the air quality 
and environment. 
495NextComments_Q03 : The proposed design is flawed because it 
doesn’t take into consideration the environment as much as it should. 

Olivia 
Grady 

Traffic 
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
 
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Data from transponder transactions on the existing 
express lanes system show that users are representative of 
the overall regional demographics and diversity, based on 
corresponding of census areas and associated 
socioeconomic characteristics. The Washington Post 
reported in 2018: “…most 495 and 95 express users are not 
affluent…. About 60 percent of the frequent users said 
they have household incomes of less than $100,000…” 
Also, according to a Washington Post report, the average 
toll rates for Virginia’s managed lanes on I-495 and I-95 are 



$5.40 and $8.45 per trip, respectively. Experience in 
Virginia on I-495 shows that 82 percent of customers spend 
less than $20 a month and 85 percent of trips were less 
than $12. On the Virginia I-95 Express Lanes, 74 percent of 
customers spend less than $20 a month. 
 
In addition, the project provides incentives for users to 
carpool, vanpool, or utilize transit. Extending the 495 
Express Lanes creates new opportunities for carpools, 
vanpools and buses to provide faster and more reliable 
travel. As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from 
Secretary Valentine to Chairman McKay, Virginia is 
committed to providing dedicated, ongoing support for 
transit services along the I-495 corridor as part of the I-495 
NEXT project. This commitment ensures the 495 NEXT 
project, together with the existing 495 Express Lanes, will 
provide multimodal solutions to move more people. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
Environmental 
 
Environmental Document 
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. Following the 
Public Hearing and receipt of public and agency comment, 
VDOT has been working with FHWA to respond to 
substantive public comments and complete any 
additional analyses that are deemed necessary for the 



NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will request a 
NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of these efforts 
do not identify any significant impacts, VDOT would 
request a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from 
FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s selected 
action and document the absence of significant impacts. 
The issuance of the FONSI would complete the study 
process. On the other hand, if significant impacts are 
identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
 
Air Quality Impacts 
 
As documented in Section 3.10 of the EA and the I-495 
Revised Air Quality Technical Report, 495 NEXT project 
was assessed for potential air quality impacts and 
compliance with applicable air quality regulations and 
guidance. All models, methods/protocols and 
assumptions applied in modeling and analyses were made 
consistent with those provided or specified in the VDOT 
Resource Document. The assessment indicates that the 
project would meet all applicable NEPA air quality 
requirements and federal and state transportation 
conformity regulations. As such, the project would not 
cause or contribute to a new violation, increase the 
frequency or severity of any violation, or delay timely 
attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) established by the USEPA. 
 
Environmental Impacts 
 
As documented in the Environmental Assessment, 
impacts to the natural and human environments are 
anticipated. If, following the public hearing and comment 
response period, significant impacts are identified, FHWA 
and VDOT would need to initiate an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the environmental 
study process. On the other hand, if no significant impacts 
are identified, VDOT would request a Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would 
document FHWA’s selected action and document the 
absence of significant impacts. The issuance of the FONSI 
would complete the study process. 
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Support 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : Yes 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Dan 
Bernstein 

Comment expressing support for the I-495 NEXT project 
noted. 

201201.
599 

Miscellan
eous 

 

Dear Colleague,  
The Customer Service Center has received the following inquiry 
1356143 
Received On:  12/1/2020 11:13 PM 
Created By:  Vanessa Cox 
Request Details 
Citizen would like a call back regarding his displeasure with the 495 
Express Lanes Northern Extension project. He states that all the project 
will do is cause more congestion and issues. He would like a writing 
justification for this project. Please contact the citizen. 
Citizen Details 
Citizen Phone Number Alternate:    ext.  
Citizen Address:   
Location Details 
Location of Problem:  American Legion Memorial Bridge, McLean, VA, 
USA 
Route Number: I-495N 
Jurisdiction: Fairfax 
District: NOVA 
Residency: Fairfax MO 
AHQ: McLean Area 9 

David 
Pritchett 

Project manager Abi Lerner had a follow up call with Mr. 
Pritchett on Dec. 20, 2020. Mr. Pritchett also emailed on 
Dec. 16, 2020, with a series of comments and questions 
that Mr. Lerner responded to by email on Dec. 29, 2020. 
Those questions and responses are provided here [text in 
brackets represents updates based on changes that have 
occurred since the e-mail went out]:  
 
Mr. Pritchett, 

Please see responses to your questions and comments 
below. 

495 NEXT. Project 495 NEXT has been planned to be stand 
alone. It also is to be coordinated with MDOT’s “study” 
that is in process of being developed. Several months ago, 
Maryland had identified its preference for expanding I-
270 lanes from its access to I-495 before expanding 495 
lanes. Maryland has not yet decided if its expanded lanes 
would be toll lanes or other types of restricted lanes. 
Also, it has not yet finalized its final design for the ALM 
bridge and its many connections with its various lanes 
and nearby exits. Maryland residents also are in the 
process of better publicly scrutinizing Maryland’s quality 
environmental study (DEIS)—an evidently more credible 
environmental study than Virginia’s EA. In your opinion, 
how best can NEXT, at this stage, be credibly coordinated 
with Maryland’s uncertain plans and funding for its I-495 
lanes and lane connections? If in doubt about timing, 
when will Virginia likely improve its draft plans enough to 
proceed with its NEXT plans while maintaining certain 
near-term flexibilities? And prior to that time, which 
design and scheduling improvements are expected and 
publicly be released prior to subsequent VDOT 
authorization?  



With respect to the Maryland project, all of the 
alternatives retained for detailed study (ARDS) include 
managed lanes. [MDOT recently recommended a 
Preferred Alternative for I-495 in Maryland which includes 
HOT-3 lanes (3 passenger high occupancy tolled lanes), 
which is consistent with VDOT’s Express Lanes system.] 
Furthermore, all Build Alternatives include the full 
replacement of the American Legion Bridge with a new, 
wider bridge (not widening of the existing bridge). We 
have and will continue to coordinate with Maryland to 
make sure that the designs of the two projects work 
properly. With respect to the timing of the Maryland 
project, Maryland is in the process of selecting a project 
developer, with the selection expected to be completed 
in the first quarter of 2021 [Maryland has selected a 
Preferred Alternative that would provide the most 
seamless connection with the Virginia 495 Express Lanes 
project and has selected a project developer for 
advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed Lanes Phase 1 
project.]. Maryland anticipates that the American Legion 
Bridge replacement will be constructed by the end of 
2027. I-495 NEXT has been and will continue to be 
designed in a way that allows for operations prior to the 
widening of the American Legion Bridge and fits 
adequately with the necessary changes in infrastructure 
needed with the construction of the new American Legion 
Bridge. The Public Hearing plans have been available on 
the project website since February 2020. As design 
advances, opportunities for design improvements will be 
identified by the project team, stakeholders, and others, 
and will be incorporated prior to construction. VDOT will 
hold outreach meetings during construction to 
communicate to the public information about the 
construction activities. 

Transurban and VDOT. Transurban evidently has 
coordinated with VDOT to complete Transurban’s control 
over Virginia’s I-495 toll lanes by managing 495 NEXT to 
near the Maryland border. Publicly available VDOT 
information on McLean’s questionable traffic 
improvements with a stand-alone project, particularly 
during construction through at least 2025 (and before 
most of Maryland’s prospective construction), remains 
inadequate. To what extent are the latest Transurban-



VDOT projections of local congestion improvements from 
495 NEXT likely to improve, during and after 
construction? Also, which 2020 facts give you the most 
faith that ongoing congestion in McLean would be 
improved by 2026 and by 2030, with Maryland’s 
implementation of which uncertain plans and, if so, when 
can you likely release these data? 

The traffic analysis was conducted by VDOT. Chapter 7 of 
the Traffic and Transportation Technical Report provides 
documentation related to the benefits associated with 
the implementation of the I-495 Northern Extension for 
the conditions when the American Legion Bridge is 
replaced with a wider bridge that includes managed 
lanes. Appendix I of the Traffic and Transportation 
Technical Report provides documentation related to the 
benefits associated with the implementation of the I-495 
Northern Extension for the conditions prior to the 
widening of the American Legion Bridge (ALB). The 
American Legion Bridge is anticipated to be widened by 
the end of 2027. With the construction of the I-495 
Northern Extension, the navigation tools (Google Maps, 
Waze, etc.), which currently send drivers traveling from 
Virginia to Maryland via the McLean streets when there is 
heavy congestion on the I-495 general purpose lanes, are 
anticipated to send drivers via the Express Lanes because 
it would be the fastest way to get to the ALB. The I-495 
NEXT Project Team has been tracking congestion on the 
general purpose lanes of I-495 approaching the bridge 
and has observed that even though traffic levels are at 85 
to 90 percent of pre-Covid levels, there have been a 
number of days when congestion in the northbound 
direction has extended from the ALB to points south of 
the existing Express Lanes terminus.   

Questions have been raised on the credibility of 
Transurban and VDOT for 495 NEXT, particularly in view 
of promises made for existing E-ZPass lanes on I-
495. For example, officials forecast no major upfront 
public costs, but the Virginia government has spent over 
$100 million from the outset. Also, they projected that it 
would greatly reduce I-495 and local traffic, which did not 



occur. What is your estimate of the likely costs of 495 
NEXT to our state, and to Virginia drivers? 

Under the terms of the preliminary agreement between 
VDOT and Transurban, the project is expected to be 
constructed with no public subsidy. While the agreement 
is not finalized, VDOT anticipates that the project will be 
constructed with no public subsidy. 

EPA option. While the EPA in 2018 recommended 
that VDOT should explain why only a one-build alternative 
was being evaluated but no such explanation in Virginia’s 
EA was provided. The VDOT-avoided explanation raises 
questions about its connection with Transurban. In view 
of Maryland’s uncertain plans, on what basis do you think 
VDOT at this stage should consider such an alternative, 
particularly if one additional general purpose or restricted 
lane in each direction were as effective as two E-ZPass 
lanes during rush hours in mitigating traffic congestion on 
I-495 and nearby local roads? Of course, two extra 
general purpose lanes in each direction (for about a mile) 
should also be considered.  

The I-495 NEXT Environmental Assessment (EA) identified 
one Build Alternative, which is acceptable under FHWA’s 
Technical Advisory T 6640.8A Guidance for Preparing and 
Processing Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents 
(FHWA, 1987). Under Technical Advisory T6640.8A, it 
states that “An EA does not need to evaluate in detail all 
reasonable alternatives for the project and may be 
prepared for one or more build alternatives.” The I-495 
NEXT Build Alternative was identified as the only 
reasonable Build Alternative to advance based on the 
Purpose and Need for the study. This single Build 
Alternative leaves ample flexibility for different designs to 
be considered when the project advances to permitting 
and more detailed phases of design following an FHWA 
NEPA decision. 

The addition of two general purpose lanes in each 
direction would not provide needed infrastructure to 
enhance travel for HOV-3+ and transit vehicles. This 
would be detrimental to the goals of moving more people 



through the corridor and incentivizing multimodal 
options. 

Transurban’s tolling control. Transurban plans to extend 
its existing contract with VDOT. But in the existing 495 
contract, according to VDOT, Transurban has no limit on 
setting tolling prices during rush hours at any time. That 
contractual clause on pricing—if extended for 495 NEXT—
also would allow Transurban to set unduly high tolls 
during all rush hours for all tolling sections; that prospect 
thus may restrict traffic flows per express lane to what 
may be only half those in other-type lanes during many of 
these rush hours for a number of express lane segments. 
Accordingly, in view of no evident VDOT study on 
associations between toll prices on traffic between 
existing 495 tolling stations during various rush hour 
segments, do you think such a VDOT study should be 
done now, and how long would it likely take? In any case, 
why would VDOT not insist that the draft VDOT-
Transurban agreement for 495 NEXT include a toll pricing 
constraint for all tolling segments during all rush hours so 
that speed differentials between general purpose lanes 
and 495 NEXT lanes do not exceed an average of 45 MPH 
(to enhance overall best use of Virginia’s precious 
roadbed over this century)? 

Also, the existing Transurban contract for I-495 toll lanes 
covers 75 years. Will this monopolistic pricing control 
during all rush hours of Virginia’s precious I-495 roadbed 
under 495 NEXT also be for 75 years, particularly 
if VDOT has no credible escape clause in such contracts? 
When will you release the existing tolling price clause in 
the existing draft 495 NEXT contract and any prospective 
escape clause to avoid any subsequently irresponsible 
VDOT pricing actions? 

With respect to the toll pricing mechanism, please note 
that the tolls charged on the Express Lanes on a daily 
basis are determined by a model and algorithms that take 
into consideration the level of congestion on the General 
Purpose lanes and the need to maintain a guaranteed 
average minimum speed on the Express Lanes of 45 MPH 
(as required by the Federal Highway Administration). High 
Occupancy Vehicles (3+ people), equipped with a 



transponder can use the Express Lanes at a 100% discount 
from otherwise applicable tolls as well as mass transit 
vehicles, commuter buses, school buses and motorcycles. 
Under the terms of the current agreement, VDOT reviews 
the model and the algorithms on an annual basis to 
ensure that the Internal Rate of Return is reasonable and 
the entire I-495 facility (Express Lanes and General 
Purpose Lanes) is being utilized in the most efficient way. 
In the past, Transurban has implemented changes to the 
model and the algorithms to address the changes that 
have been requested by VDOT.  

The I-495 Express Lanes are part of a system of managed 
lanes in Northern Virginia. The dynamic tolls are used to 
ensure that vehicles within the facility travel at speeds of 
at least 45 mph. Under the Express Lanes tolling system, 
Transurban sets tolls low enough to attract drivers to its 
facility and high enough to avoid reaching congested 
conditions which would preclude them from maintaining 
the required facility speed. 

VDOT will be negotiating terms as part of the I-495 NEXT 
agreement, but it is not anticipated that there will 
modifications to the mechanisms that set the toll prices. 
The existing tolling price structure helps optimize the 
Express Lanes utilization, which helps optimize flow 
through all the I-495 corridor (Express and general 
purpose lanes). 

495 NEXT Construction Phase in McLean. During the 
construction phase in the McLean area for the tentative 
495 NEXT during 2022 to 2026, what assurances are there 
in the tentative VDOT contract with Transurban that no 
reduction of general purpose lanes during rush hours will 
be permitted? If so, when will you release that text to the 
public? Also, will VDOT identify the extent to which traffic 
congestion in McLean likely be further increased 
during these five years and, if so, when? 

The Technical Requirements for the I-495 NEXT projects 
includes a provision for no reduction in general purpose 
lanes during rush hours. Based on this provision, the 
design-build contractor will be required to maintain the 
existing number of general purpose lanes open during 
peak periods while constructing the project. Construction 



of the project is expected to take place between 2022 and 
2024. 

With respect to impacts of construction on traffic 
operations, VDOT and Transurban will be developing a 
Transportation Management Plan (TMP) in coordination 
with Fairfax County and other key stakeholders. The TMP 
will include strategies that help mitigate the impacts of 
construction on traffic operations. The TMP needs to be 
reviewed and approved by FHWA. Strategies for 
consideration in the TMP include implementation of 
subsidized transit service, provision of temporary park-
and-ride lots, installation of temporary variable messages 
signs to communicate construction information, and 
outreach efforts to advertise the strategies. The draft 
TMP is expected to be completed during the summer of 
2021 for review and approval by FHWA in late summer or 
fall of 2021. 

Pollution Damage in 495 NEXT Construction Phase in 
McLean. How much pollution, deforestation and storm-
water damage do you forecast for the five years of the 
495 NEXT Project in the McLean area, and when will the 
latest information be made public? 

The environmental impacts resulting from the 
implementation of the I-495 Northern Extension project 
are summarized in the Environmental Assessment 
documents which have been posted on the project 
website since February 2020 (see link below). 
Construction of the project is expected to take place 
between 2022 and 2024. 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/
october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp#ProposedDesign 
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Thank you for the additional information for tonight’s meeting.  We 
will share it with our neighbors. 
Here are the links to the documents referred to in the presentation -- 
thanks for  helping me find them! 
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf  

Veronique 
Bishop  

The decision to provide connections at the GW Parkway 
Interchange was based upon these connections meeting 
the Purpose and Need for the project.  Providing access at 
this interchange improves traffic flow on the General 
Purpose Lanes by removing traffic on the GP Lanes, and 
improving traffic operations on the GP Lanes by removing 
existing weaves. 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp#ProposedDesign
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp#ProposedDesign
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf


http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_on
ly.pdf   
I note that the above documents consider only "with-and-without" 
project scenarios, not altenatives or sub-components.  You did share a 
VDOT presentation (attached) examines traffic with-or-without the GW 
Pkwy-beltway interchange.. 
Interestingly, it forecasts ZERO traffic on the Virginia ramps.  
Given this (if I’m reading it correctly), and the small-to-zero benefit per 
vehicle (if I’m not), it’s hard to justify the ramps at any price.  And 
although we don't know the price, it's greater than zero... 
Inline image 

 
Without the direct ramp connections to and from the GW 
Parkway -- which removes some traffic that would 
otherwise travel in the I-495 general purpose lanes -- 
additional traffic delays, queues, and “speed hot-spots” 
would occur on the general purpose lanes between the 
Dulles Toll Road Interchange and the GW Parkway 
interchange.  
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Written comments on the I-495 NEXT 2020 Environmental Assessment 
(EA) December 4, 2020 
1. VDOT should sign no contracts with the private partner, Transurban, 
until we know what Maryland plans to do. Once this contract is signed, 
Transurban will have leased the remainder of the Virginia Beltway, 
from Old Dominion Drive to just this side of the American Legion 
Memorial Bridge. for 75 + years.  If the I 495 NEXT Project is approved 
now, while Maryland's Project is under consideration, the project 
would be constructed three years before theirs. If the I 495 NEXT 
Project is constructed only in Virginia we will still have the same merge 
point congestion and neighborhood cut-through traffic that has caused 
continual gridlock in the Greater McLean Community and the region.  
2. VDOT’s own figures in the 2020 EA show that by 2045 with all 
proposed "improvements" in place on both sides of the river, the 
results will be "mixed” for relieving traffic congestion on the 
northbound General Purpose {GP) lanes which the majority of drivers 
use. As a stand-alone project without Maryland's improvements, the 1-
495 NEXT project shows minimal benefit for northbound commuters. If 
the road project shows minimal benefit for the majority of people who 
will be using it, why build? 3. The Commonwealth is required by law to 
show that a P3 Project benefits the public - that VDOT could have built 
the project more efficiently than the private partner. The 2020 EA 
states in response to a public inquiry the following: "VDOTwill compare 
implementing this project under both public and private (P3) 
deliverymethods and will determine whiche delivery method is in the 
best interests of the Commonwealth. (Public comment #66). 
VDOT promises in writing that they are doing a public benefit study yet 
they state pubiidy that the procurement falls under the 2005 ARCA and 
implies that the public benefit study isn't required. VDOT also says they 
don’t have "a Plan B (no money budgeted for the project)." The 2020 
EA gives the public only one Build Alternative to review. The public has 
no choice even though VDOT promised in writing the contrary. We 

M. Pierce P3 Projects &Tolling 
 
Public Benefit 
 
3.  The referenced response to coment #66 was not 
included in the EA itself, but rather was documented in 
the May 2019 Public Meeting Summary Report that was 
attached for reference in the Appendix of the EA. The 
response reflected VDOT’s intent at the time the 
response was provided. Since that 2019 public meeting, 
VDOT has determined that a study of delivery methods 
and justification of P3 delivery is not required. Upon 
further examination of the previous agreement, and in 
consultation with the Virginia Office of the Attorney 
General, VDOT concluded that the existing 495 Amended 
and Restated Comprehensive Agreement (the "ARCA"), 
executed in 2007 pursuant to the Public-Private 
Transportation Act of 1995, as amended, provides for 
project enhancements and the process to carry forward 
such enhancements, such as the 495 NEXT Project. As 
such, the 495 NEXT Project is being developed as a 
Concessionaire Project Enhancement in accordance with 
the ARCA signed between VDOT and Capital Beltway 
Express, LLC (CBE). 
 
This overarching framework established under the 
original 2007 agreement benefits the public by satisfying 
public needs such as reducing congestion, providing 
additional travel choices, and improving travel reliability 
via timely and efficient development and operation of the 
facility without the use of public funds.  
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf


agree with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
recommendation in the 2020 EA Agency report that states: July 2018 - 
The response recommended a clear and robust justification of the 
purpose and need for the project in the EA, and the alternatives 
analysis should explain why only one build alternative is being 
evaluated. Please give us a public Build Alternative to evaluate. 
4. We are still waiting, one month after the October 5 public hearing, 
for the High Risk Screening and the Detail Screening Reports which 
shows whether the Commonwealth or Transurban gets the better deal 
in the I-495 NEXT Project. Transurban submitted the I-495 NEXT Project 
as an unsolicited bid in 2014 which was reviewed under the amended 
PPTA and the report found that VDOT was being too generous to 
Transurban. We have none of the answers to the questions below. 
a) What is the latest estimate of total construction costs for I-495 
NEXT? 
b)What percentage of those costs will be paid using equity from the 
Transurban LLC? 
c) What percentage of those costs will be paid using debt for which the 
federal, state or local government has direct or contingent liability? 
d) If there are construction cost overruns; how will they be paid? 
e) How do the terms of this proposed public-private partnership differ 
from the terms analyzed in the 2014 report by the Department of 
Transportation. 
We believe that the High Level Screening Report should have been 
available before Fairfax County submitted their recommendations to 
VDOT required by December 4. In fact, in good faith, though not 
required, VDOT should require a High Level Screening and High Level 
Detail Report on the original I-495 Express Lanes Project; which was 
heavily subsidized, BEFORE they do the report for the last segment, the 
proposed I-495 NEXT.  
7. The 2020 EA states that VDOT does not have responsibility for 
previous and future long term impacts from their highway construction 
projects. Photos show part of the public infrastructure that drains 
stormwater from the four (4) ramps from the GWM Parkway and the 
eight (8) lanes of pavement from both the Inner and Outer Loops of l-
495 between Live Oak Drive overpass and the Potomac River. VDOT 
has already informed residents that there is not enough room to 
adequately mitigate stormwater. In fact they have stated that 80% of 
stormwater credits will have to be traded elsewhere, a figure the 
county finds unacceptable. This drainage ditch is 15 feet deep and 
drains stormwater runoff, directly, untreated, into the Potomac River 6 
miles above McLean's drinking water intake at Little Falls. Damage and 
faulty stormwater infrastructure needs to be repaired and stormwater 

In considering the feasibility of an option to deliver the 
project other than the P3 method, it is important to note 
that the estimated cost of the project – $500 million – is 
disproportionate to the entire statewide budget of $1.4 
Billion (2020) available for transportation projects across 
the rest of the Commonwealth as part of the SMART 
SCALE process.  
-------------------------------------------- 
4. A High Risk Screening Report and/or Detail Screening 
Report are not being prepared for the project, per the 
previous response above. The 2007 ARCA allows 
Transurban to enter into negotiations with VDOT to 
develop an extension of the express lanes between the 
current terminus and the south end of the American 
Legion Bridge, provided that VDOT and Transurban can 
reach agreement on amending the terms of the existing 
ARCA. The ARCA may be found here: 
https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf  
 
a) The estimated construction cost of the I-495 NEXT is 
approximately $500 million. 
 
b) The percentage of project costs using private equity 
from Transurban is undetermined at this time. The 
proportion of costs using equity versus private debt 
service would be known closer to the date of financial 
close for the project. 
 
c) & d) Under the proposed agreement with Transurban, 
no public funds would be used for construction of the 
project. Tolling is used to cover the costs to privately 
finance, construct, operate and maintain the Express 
Lanes without public subsidies. The risk for construction 
cost overruns would be assigned to Transurban. 
 
e)  Because VDOT's records contain confidential valuation 
of aspects of 495 NEXT currently under negotiation, it 
would adversely affect VDOT’s bargaining position if such 
information was made public at this time. (See, Va. Code 
§ 2.2-3705.6(11)(a))  While VDOT is committed to as 
transparent of a process as possible, as stewards of the 
public, VDOT must keep those records confidential. 
 

https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf
https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf


mitigated.

 
8. American Legion Memorial Bridge Transit and TDM Study While not 
part of the 2020 EA, VDOT stated in their November 18 Public Meeting 
on this study that the I-495 NEXT and the Transit Study are closely 
related. This is the mystery Transit Study no one knew about. 
VDOT /VDRT initiated a joint high-level Maryland and Virginia American 
Legion Memorial Bridge Transit and TDM Study in July, 2020 to 
consider 
transit in the Corridor without notifiying residents in either Maryland 
or 

Regional Transportation 
 
The VDOT and Maryland Departments of Transportation 
understand the importance of widening the American 
Legion Memorial Bridge (ALMB) to address the traffic 
congestion in the corridor. While the analysis shows that 
the implementation of the Express Lanes Extension helps 
move 2,500 more people per hour in both directions prior 
to the widening of the ALMB, this number is increased to 
5,400 with the bridge widening. The goal of the Virginia 
and Maryland teams is to minimize the period of time 
between the completion of the I-495 NEXT project and 
the widening of the ALMB. 
 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
is conducting the I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit 
and TDM Study in coordination with the Maryland 
Department of Transportation's Maryland Transit 
Administration (MTA). The recommendations resulting 
from this study are aimed to work in concert with 
Virginia's proposed northern extension of the I-495 
Express Lanes and Maryland's proposed managed lanes 
program for the American Legion Bridge, I-495, and I-270. 
As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from 
Secretary Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is 
committed to provide dedicated, ongoing support for 
transit services along the corridor as part of the I-495 
NEXT project. This commitment ensures that the I-495 
NEXT project, together with the existing I-495 Express 
Lanes, provide multimodal solutions to move more 
people through the corridor. 
 
Environmental 
 
VDOT is responsible for mitigating the I-495 NEXT 
project’s contribution to cumulative impacts. 



Vir�nia. VDOT publicly announced the study on October 22 on their 
Website following a status update at the CTB on October 20 when the 
study was half way through the process. They announced a public 
meeting on November 18 calling for public comment that had ~50 
participants, including staff. McLean residents who had signed on to 
VDOT's notification list in 2018 received their first notice of the study 
the week before this meeting. The McLean area has 30,000 
households. The study assumes completion of both the I-495 NEXT 
project and the Maryland I-495-I-270 Express Lanes proposal while 
both projects are in the middle of the public approval process. 
What is the connection between the Transit Study and the I-495 NEXT 
Study? Why does the Transit study have to be completed before the I 
495 NEXT Project is approved? Are the results of this study a substitute 
for the 2nd Build Alternative that VDOT did not include in the 2020 
EA?? Or is this Transit Study going to be linked to make the I-495 NEXT 
and completion of an Express Lanes project that has never worked as 
intended, more appealing to elected officials who do not want just a 
road project? Transit on the Beltway is an essential component on this 
multimodal corridor. On November 18, VDOT /VDRPT invited the public 
to share their comments 
on the Transit study that had many just learned about at the same time 
they were invited to share comments on the I-495 NEXT Project. This is 
not fair to residents in Fairfax County, not just in McLean, who should 
have been invited to participate. In 2000. VDRPT held an extensive 
county-wide study on transit alternatives including rail inthe corridor 
before the public hearing process began for the I-495 HOT Lanes 
project. If transit was considered an important component of this 
corridor 20 years later, this study should have commenced in advance 
of the I-495 NEXT Process so it could be comprehensively considered 
by a more inclusive group of residents. This needs to be a separate and 
independent study, not a parallel study, with opportunity for citizen 
participation at the beginning of the process. 
If the 2020 EA eliminated examination of Transit, and public and 
elected officials are expressing concerns about a pavement only 
proposal, VDRT and VDOT need to be upfront and state what appears 
to be obvious. We ask that the recommendations of this under-
publicized yet important Transit study not be included with the County 
and State recommendations on the I-495 NEXT Project that are 
forwarded to the FHWA. There has been inadequate time and 
opportunity for citizen participation and response. 
9. VDOT staff deserves recognition for a quality and comprehensive 
Environmental Assessment and significant outreach effort to the public 
during an historic pandemic when the normal means of notification 
and public meetings have been altered. Website information, email 



notices, and ZOOM meetings are only as effective, however, as is the 
willingness of residents to actively participate. Given an historic 
pandemic, an historic presidential election, constraints of 
communicating by ZOOM, and the holiday season, VDOT and others 
who review comments need to take into consideration that their 
participation numbers are likely considerably lower than they would 
have been for a project of this multitude under more normal 
circumstances. 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment 
Comments already submitted on Website which would not 
accommodate 
citations and photographs. 
5 
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Hi Abi, 
Hope you have been well.  
Please find attached a letter expressing the Greater McLean Chamber’s 
strong support for Project 495 NEXT.  
Thank you for the work you and your colleagues do. 
Best, 
-------------------LETTER ATTACHED------------------- 
Dear Mr. Lerner, et al, 
I write to convey that the Greater McLean Chamber of Commerce 
strongly supports the 495 NEXT project to extend the 495 Express 
Lanes to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. The 495 NEXT 
project supports the Chamber’s mission to strengthen the economic 
environment of the Greater McLean community. 
The improved transportation infrastructure will help retain and attract 
area employment opportunities, and support commercial, cultural and 
civic activity in the McLean Community Business Center and the Tysons 
Urban Center. Additionally, the project offers the opportunity to 
provide a form of bus rapid transit to and from Maryland destinations. 
The 495 NEXT project will serve the interests of the Greater McLean 
residential community. This is of great interest to the Chamber, which, 
since 1961, has prided itself on supporting the community. The 
improved transportation infrastructure provides local travelers with 
additional time-saving choices. The project offers additional shared use 
trails to area residents. The project improves safety on our local 
streets. Our neighborhoods in McLean flanking the Beltway have, for 
years, been plagued by traffic that is trying to reach the Beltway and 
get across the American Legion Bridge. 495 NEXT is projected to offer 
marked reductions in cut-through traffic, improving safety for our 
community and reducing travel delays on our streets. The project will 
improve the quality of life for thousands of McLean residents. 

Paul 
Kohlenberg
er 

See letter in the PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED FROM 
AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS section of 
the public hearing page of the project website. 

 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


Furthermore, 495 NEXT provides a first step towards the critical 
expansion of the American Legion Bridge, and the relief of a decades-
old regional bottleneck. 
As the project’s consideration moves forward, the Chamber would like 
to indicate its support for consideration of direct access to the Express 
Lanes from Georgetown Pike, especially access which would retain that 
enjoyed by McLean residents today – to/from the southbound Express 
Lanes. This access will allow McLean residents, customers and 
employees to access these lanes without detouring to – and adding 
additional congestion to -- the surface streets within and approaching 
the Tysons Urban Center. We understand that the McLean Citizens 
Association has also supported consideration of such a minor but 
impactful enhancement to the project plans. 
The 495 NEXT project is important to the economic and civic future of 
the Greater McLean area and Fairfax County. The Commonwealth 
should move forward with this project. 
Thank you for considering the views of the Greater McLean Chamber of 
Commerce. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : There is no plan in place for how this will 
reduce traffic when Maryland is unsure if it will widen the American 
Legion bridge. Instead it will create a further bottleneck only increasing 
the traffic on residential roads. 
495NextComments_Q02 : I don’t see how this shows the effect on the 
pollution both air and noise in the surrounding neighborhoods and 
Scott’s Run. 
495NextComments_Q03 : I completely disagree with flybys or a 
walking path on balls hill. Who would want the increased noise and to 
walk by it? We should be designing solutions that lessen car traffic not 
increase it. 

Laura Butte Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
Environmental Study 
 
The EA includes a Preliminary Noise Analysis Report and 
an Air Quality Technical Report that discuss impact on air 
and noise in the project vicinity. 
 
Shared-Use Path 
 
The shared-use path along Balls Hill Road would improve 
bicycle and pedestrian connections between Georgetown 



Pike and Live Oak Drive. It will also connect a possible 
future shared-use path across the Potomac River and the 
larger network of trails and bike lanes in Fairfax County. 
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Dear VDOT, 
The following comments were compiled by ten organizations and 
submitted this past fall to the Governors of Virginia and Maryland. The 
Sierra Club Virginia Chapter is submitting these comments for the 
public record during the public comment period regarding the 495 
NEXT project’s environmental assessment and proposed design. 
As Maryland and Virginia work together to develop plans to expand 
capacity on the Capital  Beltway from the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway to River Road (“Capital Beltway  Accord project”), 
the undersigned groups believe any project that is advanced must be 
designed  to substantially expand transportation choices and align with 
both states’ goals for reducing  greenhouse gas emissions and other air 
pollutants. We recognize the need to rehabilitate the  American Legion 
Bridge and expand its capability to carry more people, but it is 
imperative that  the project plans be developed with full transparency 
and public input to ensure that these goals  are met and that public 
benefits are maximized.   
In contrast, we believe a conclusions-first approach was used in the 
development of Maryland’s  Beltway/I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes 
proposal1(“495-270 proposal”) and Virginia’s I-495  Express Lanes 
Northern Expansion (“495 NEXT”) project. As a result, the proposals 
that have  emerged from those processes are overwhelmingly focused 
on facilitating only one travel  mode—single occupancy vehicles 
(SOVs)—and miss a major opportunity to reduce air and  climate 
pollution. We strongly urge you to take a very different and far more 
holistic approach  with the Capital Beltway Accord project, as discussed 
further below.  
Specific shortcomings of Maryland’s 495-270 proposal and Virginia’s 
495 NEXT project  include:  
● Inadequate support for transit: Neither project provides adequate 
funding for transit  enhancements despite a demonstrated need for 
better transit along the Beltway corridor.  This is inconsistent with local 
land use plans. For example, Fairfax County's  comprehensive plan 
recognizes that high-quality transit service on dedicated or express  
lanes is essential to the growth of Tysons.2 Similarly, Montgomery's 
land use and  transportation consistently calls for the integration of bus 
rapid transit and other transit  modes into the county and region's 
transportation system.  
● Insufficient alternatives analysis: Any effort to determine the most 
beneficial and  environmentally responsible options for improving I-495 

Karen 
Campblin 
and 
Douglas 
Stewart  
 
Transporta
tion Co-
Chairs, 
Virginia 
Sierra Club  
 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT 
RECEIVED FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
INDIVIDUALS section of the public hearing page of the 
project website. 
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through Maryland and Virginia  should evaluate a scenario focused on 
transit improvements with supportive land uses, as  recommended as 
one of the most cost-effective scenarios in the Metropolitan 
Washington  Council of Governments’ Visualize2045 Long-Range 
Transportation Plan.3 The addition  of improved and supported 
telework could enhance such alternatives. Yet the reviews for  both of 
these proposals under the National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”) 
have  failed to assess a robust range of alternatives and instead have 
focused too heavily on  expanding SOV travel capacity. Highway 
expansion has repeatedly been proven to fail in  reducing congestion, 
and it results in increases in greenhouse gas emissions and other  
pollution over time.4   
● Insufficient transparency: Virginia has, in recent years, strengthened 
its Public-Private  Transportation Act to improve transparency. 
However, in both states there are ongoing  communications with 
potential concessionaires that are shrouded from public view, and  
these can result in projects like the 495-270 proposal and 495 NEXT 
being predicated on  maximizing toll revenue to meet financing 
assumptions rather than prioritizing public and  environmental 
benefits.   
● Undermining of air quality and greenhouse gas emissions goals: 
Transportation is the  leading contributor to greenhouse gas emissions 
in Virginia and Maryland, driven largely  by private auto travel. Further, 
the D.C metropolitan area is currently in non-attainment  of Federal 
ozone standards, and the health costs of highway-related particulate 
matter  (PM 2.5) pollution are increasingly apparent. To reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and  other air pollution, state governments 
must promote more transit, bicycling, walking, and  transit-oriented 
development (TOD) rather than facilitating and encouraging more  
driving. Yet the 495-270 proposal and 495 NEXT project both promote 
and facilitate  SOV travel, undermining both states’ efforts to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and  improve air quality.   
● Economic and social inequity: It costs an average of $9,282 a year to 
own and maintain a  car, according to 2019 AAA figures 
(https://newsroom.aaa.com/auto/your-driving-costs/),  and many in 
the workforce earn less than $50,000 a year. These two projects based 
on  variably-priced express lanes that will be too expensive for many 
workers to use will do  too little to expand access to jobs and services 
for residents who cannot afford the high  costs of owning a car. 
Construction of the proposed Maryland 495-270 managed lanes  will 
directly impact areas where 60% of the population is minority (African-
Americans,  Latinx, and Asian), according to the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement.5   

https://newsroom.aaa.com/auto/your-driving-costs/


● Negative impacts to national, state and local parks in both states, 
and notable  environmental impacts: As currently proposed, these two 
projects will directly or  indirectly damage six national parks and acres 
of regional park sites. The reviews of these  projects under NEPA, 
Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act, and Section  106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act have failed to result in 
sufficient avoidance  and minimization of impacts to parkland and 
historic resources. The environmental  impacts of both projects are 
significant, as documented in their environmental analyses.  The 495-
270 project will result in the loss of some 1,500 acres of tree canopy, 
16 acres of  wetlands, approximately 50 acres of wetland buffers, and 
will have direct and indirect  impacts on 30 miles of streams.6 The 495 
NEXT project will result in loss of 118 acres of  tree canopy, and have 
direct impacts on 19.8 acres of wetlands and more than two miles  of 
streams.7  
Strengthening the Capital Beltway Accord  
Many of the undersigned groups are working to address these and 
other flaws with the Maryland  495-270 and Virginia 495 NEXT 
proposals within our respective jurisdictions. However,  because 
Maryland and Virginia are proceeding with planning the Capital 
Beltway Accord  project, and because that project implicates the 
interests of all of our groups, we are jointly  sending this letter to 
request that your efforts to develop plans for the Capital Beltway 
Accord  project avoid the mistakes listed above by including the 
following elements:  
· Commitment to a transparent project review process that includes a 
full analysis of  alternatives. Virginia's experience with using public-
private partnerships to advance  transportation proposals has shown 
the review processes must be structured very  carefully and 
transparently to deliver maximum public benefits, and that rigorous 
NEPA  reviews can help officials avoid wasting public money and 
resources on flawed and  environmentally destructive projects. Any 
public-private partnership pursued for the  Capital Beltway Accord 
project must not short-circuit important aspects of transportation  
project planning and approval under the NEPA process. The 
alternatives studied must include integrated land use (transit-oriented 
development and jobs/housing balance),  expanded transit options, 
and travel demand management (including telecommuting and  park & 
ride expansion). Estimates of likely greenhouse gas emissions should be 
provided  for each of the different alternatives.  
One viable alternative to study would be to combine expanded 
telecommuting with new  transit. Over the last six months, hundreds of 
thousands of the region’s erstwhile  commuters successfully and 
efficiently worked from home. While the region’s workers  may not all 



be able to make this a permanent condition, if a significant proportion 
of  telecommuting continued into the future, even if combined with 
regular in-office  meetings and off-peak in-office work commuting, it 
could well eliminate the need for a  significant amount of new 
investment in SOV access. Instead of investment in hundreds  of new 
lane-miles, vastly improved high-speed internet capacity and access -- 
especially  for those who do not currently have it -- might provide an 
effective substitute, with  substantially lower environmental impacts 
and costs.   
· A significant contribution to expanded transit. As noted above, both 
the 495-270  project and 495 NEXT provide inadequate funding for 
transit. The Capital Beltway  Accord project provides an opportunity to 
remedy this by funding enhanced transit  service along the Beltway 
corridor between Virginia and Maryland as well as on  neighboring 
roads. The I-66 Outside the Beltway concession includes annual 
dedicated  funding for enhanced transit. A similar funding commitment 
should be part of the Capital  Beltway Accord project to activate high-
quality transit on 495.   
· Full evaluation of accommodations for heavy rail on the American 
Legion Bridge. In  order to achieve climate goals and meet the travel 
needs of future populations in the  Tysons-Bethesda corridor, 
evaluation of alternatives for bridge rehabilitation or  expansion must 
fully analyze accommodation of heavy rail, such as expansion of the  
Purple Line into Virginia. The design for the Woodrow Wilson Bridge 
provides a good  example, as it allows for future rail or other high-
capacity transit on two of that bridge’s  twelve lanes.  
● Grade-separated bicycle and pedestrian facilities that connect with 
trail systems in  Maryland and Virginia. Including bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities across the American  Legion Bridge is essential to overcoming 
its current barriers to active transportation and  providing a much-
needed connection to a regional multi-use trail network. Ensuring 
these  facilities are provided and take the form of grade-separated 
interchanges would provide  maximum safety to all trail users. These 
should be designed in full coordination with the  National Park Service 
and local park authorities to ensure they avoid park resources and  
maximize protection of environmental resources.  
Thank you for your consideration of our comments and concerns. We 
look forward to being  involved in the planning process for the Capital 
Beltway Accord project.  
1 Some of the signatories to this letter will be submitting a more 
detailed response to the Draft Environmental  Impact Statement on 
this project in Maryland. 
Sincerely,  



201203.
603 

Individual 
Property 
& ROW 

 

Re: Proposed 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Project 
We would like to provide our concerned input as stakeholders in the 
proposed 495 Express Lanes, with specific attention to our property at 
XXX. Stormwater Management 
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/desig
n_plans.pdf  
Sheet No. 22RW 
Sheet No. 11RW 
The proposal seems to indicate the need for two(2) SWM areas directly 
adjacent to our property.  This seems very obsessive given that they 
are located at the very top of the grade in this area.  There will be 
runoff; however, directing any of that runoff along Georgetown Pike 
down to Scott’s Run will only exacerbate the flooding that already 
occurs in the intersection of Swinks Mill and Georgetown Pike. The 
proposed SWM area along Georgetown Pike and south of our property 
is excessive in the least and dangerous to additional flooding.  Water at 
the top of the grade should be directed to the SWM area east of our 
property. 
Additionally, the proposed right of way and easements identified to 
place the SWM area along Georgetown Pike would have the following 
negative impacts: 
There are many trees in the area identified that are used by birds and 
other wildlife. Some of these trees are very old and we believe all these 
trees should be retained in their natural state to fully support the 
wildlife in and around the nature preserve. 
Deer and other animals use this area to traverse along Georgetown 
Pike having come up behind our property (to our east) and moving 
west to avoid crossing 495 and Georgetown Pike.  This is a daily 
occurrence.  Disturbances to this area, such as removal of the cover of 
trees would likely increase deer to attempt crossing Georgetown Pike. 
The trees and existing vegetation provide privacy to our property and 
removal of these trees and vegetation would severely reduce the 
privacy, particularly with the proposed walkway through this area. In 
proposed right of way and permanent easements will give us no choice 
but to seek mitigation and damages through the cost of a privacy wall.  
We already have a mosquito issue whenever we receive rain and the 
increase of pooling in the SWM area would exacerbate this issue.  Of 
course, VDOT attempts to indicate that these SWM areas do not 
increase this problem because SWM areas provide for drainage; and 
pooling will not occur.  But one only needs to review the ‘drainage‘ at 
the front of our house (to our west) to know that maintenance of 
draining is not a top priority of the state or county.   It should also be 
noted that the area slated for this SWM facility is already sufficiently 
sized for any runoff.  There has been no flooding from this area, but 
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there has been pooling and mosquitoes, and VDOT has done nothing. 
Additional pooling will occur if these SMW areas are developed and we 
will not be able to go outside for over half of the year due to the 
increase in mosquitos.  Using repellent while attempting to dine 
outdoors is not an option.  Additionally, this issue directly affects the 
value of our property and we will be seeking damages if the SMW 
along Georgetown Pike is constructed.   
The proposed SWM area to our east, along 495 it the more appropriate 
area to direct rainwater runoff as there little chance that this will cause 
flooding, nor will it result in a significant removal of trees that would 
impact wildlife.  The increased mosquitoes from this SWM area would 
likely find targets in the trees and vegetation away from our house.  
And this should provide plenty of SWM from the top of the grade. 
Additionally, the exorbitant size of the proposed SWM area, right of 
way, and permanent easement along Georgetown Pike indicates that 
VDOT is really attempting a land-grab at our expense for future 
Georgetown Pike development.  VDOT already has plenty of land along 
495 and there is no need to acquire nor further restrict the use of our 
land for this project.   We are in the process of engaging property rights 
and eminent domain attorneys to make our case. 
Noise and Traffic Analysis 
This is with reference to: 
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf  
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_8a_preliminary_noise_tech_report_appendices_final.pdf  
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf  
The analysis shows that the closest receptor to our property was the 
receptor for ST-8, which was located at 895 Linganore Drive.  This is 
two houses north of us and is located further away from I-495, the I-
495 off ramp, and is much further away from Georgetown Pike.  We do 
not believe that a proper analysis can be obtained from the single 
receptor because it does not take into account close passage of off-
ramp vehicles, nor the revving that occurs when these vehicles 
continue passage after having stopped that the intersection.  Nor does 
the analysis show any contribution of the Georgetown Pike traffic.  
Since this project directly impacts our property we expect and require 
a full analysis.  If VDOT expects to make permanent changes through 
removal of trees and other vegetation and adding SWM facilities, we 
expect that VDOT will provide and analysis of the noise directly related 
to our property, in addition to the other properties.  
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Additionally, the traffic analysis for Route 193 and Helga Place / 
Linganore Drive does not address the increased traffic and speed of the 
so-called relief provided by this project.  In fact, the only relief is in 
congestion, not in volume of traffic.  In fact, the amount of traffic will 
increase at best and the noise will therefore increase due to the 
increased speed of these vehicles. We do not anticipate any real relief 
as there will continue to be traffic delays on the east side of the bridge 
because there will be no real relief for non-carpooling I-495 users. 
General 
The microsimulations assume that the Maryland project will proceed, 
and does not include a valid COVID-19 pandemic assessment, nor does 
it anticipate the resolve of the environmentalists and new 
administration government officials that are driving forward with 
global climate change issues.  We expect that these new lanes that 
push emissions higher if traffic patterns return to normal will be a 
cause for pause, particularly given a social environment in which the 
users of these new lanes will be those with the resources to do so.  The 
projects as planned by both Virginia and Maryland are not socially 
acceptable.  Both Virginia and Maryland are environmentally 
responsible, and their congressional representatives will be held 
accountable to the administration of environmentally friendly 
alternatives. 
Additionally, we continue to believe this project is being rushed 
through, like a bureaucratic bowling ball that just will not stop due to 
its inertia.  It has slowed down due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, but we 
are now in the second wave of the pandemic.  Also, a new, 
environmentally friendly administration is about to take office.  A much 
longer pause is warranted along with better negotiation with 
Maryland. 
And finally, we are dismayed at the lack of transparency in the 
negotiation with Transurban and the lack of any real negotiation with 
Maryland.  The ‘Beltway Accord’ sounds nice, but only adds express 
lanes and if Maryland does nothing on their section of I-495 and I-270 
there will be even more congestion on the Virginia side of the bridge.  
This piecemeal negotiation is detrimental to Virginia, and particularly 
harmful to those living in our local area.  We also would expect any 
final negotiation to be completely transparent showing all negotiation 
documents and monetary transactions before project commencement, 
during construction, and after project completion between all parties 
involved in the project.  It was suggested that this would level of 
transparency might impede negotiations with Transurban.  We suggest 
that lack of transparency has already impeded V-DOT’s reputation with 
its stakeholders. 
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All, 
Please find Fairfax County’s comments on the I-495 NEXT design plans 
and environmental assessment. If you have any questions please feel 
free to contact me. 
Thank you, 
------------------LETTER BELOW COMMENTS EA----------------- 
Dear Secretary Valentine: 
On December 1, 2020, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
approved comments regarding the 1-495 Express Lanes Northern 
Extension (1-495 NEXT) Project Environmental Assessment. 1-495 NEXT 
project is important to Fairfax County. The Board continues to support 
the Commonwealth's efforts to reduce congestion and provide 
additional travel choices in the Capital Beltway Corridor and to move 
the most people as efficiently as possible in this region. The project's 
proximity to Tysons and McLean also signifies that improvements in 
the Corridor will have lasting effects on accessibility and increased 
economic opportunity for surrounding communities in Fairfax County. 
As VDOT's own studies demonstrate, the project provides significant 
benefits only if Maryland completes their system of managed lanes, 
particularly increasing the capacity of the American Legion Bridge. In 
the interim, the project will cause inequitable and, therefore, 
unacceptable delays to non-Express Lane traffic. Construction of the 
project will also cause massive disruption to neighborhoods in and 
around McLean and Tysons as well as permanent damage to parks, 
stormwater, streams, and private property with no equivalent benefits 
without Maryland's managed lanes. Therefore, it is imperative that 
VDOT only consider final action on the 1-495 NEXT project once 
Maryland has successfully executed a comprehensive agreement with a 
developer to complete their system of managed lanes. Considering the 
implications of the 1-495 NEXT project, it is essential that citizens are 
well informed of its scope and resulting impacts. As previously 
communicated, the Board requests that VDOT continue to allow time 
for the public to provide feedback on the project prior to executing a 
final contract with the concessionaire. Fairfax County has been 
engaged with this project from its inception and appreciates VDOT's 
efforts to address many of the project issues. The Board looks forward 
to continued and improved coordination as project design progresses. 
As part of those efforts, the Board offers the following comments 
regarding the 1-495 NEXT Environmental Assessment released in 
February 2020. These comments should not be construed as a County 
endorsement of the 1-495 NEXT project. 2025 Traffic Operations Prior 
to Maryland Managed Lanes The Board acknowledges VDOT's effort to 
analyze the 2025 traffic conditions in the event managed lanes north of 
the American Legion Memorial Bridge (ALMB) in Maryland are not 
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complete. Based on the measures of effectiveness established in the 
report, there are impacts to travel time along General Purpose (GP) 
Lanes on 1-495 NB with this Build scenario in both the AM and PM. In 
addition, there are intersections in the study area that are degraded in 
both No Build and Build scenarios, which should be evaluated for 
context-sensitive mitigation measures. Based on the current schedule, 
1-495 NEXT is expected to be completed prior to Maryland's system of 
managed lanes. Considering the interim time period between the full 
operation of both systems, it is critical that VDOT address the 
temporary impacts of opening prior to Maryland's managed lanes. 
Since the project will be more effective once Maryland improves the 
American Legion Bridge, the Board recommends that VDOT continue to 
closely coordinate with Maryland on the two projects to ensure that 
these transportation improvements are well integrated and beneficial 
to the region. Recognizing that Maryland has solicited proposals from 
multiple private partners for their project, including improvements to 
the American Legion Bridge as a first phase, the Board strongly urges 
that VDOT make every effort to minimize the time between the 
opening of 1-495 NEXT and the Maryland project. Stormwater The 
Board recognizes the importance of transportation projects to our 
community. However, it is also critical to minimize the negative water 
quality impacts that the additional impervious area has on County 
watersheds. This is critically important in the McLean area adjacent to 
the 1-495 NEXT project, which has experienced significant flooding 
during recent storms. Based on the current plan, VDOT anticipates 
about 3,000 linear feet of stream impacts, mostly located along Scotts 
Run between Lewinsville Road and Old Dominion Drive. Increased 
imperviousness from the 1-495 NEXT project has a significant potential 
to exacerbate already prevalent stream degradation and flooding 
issues, particularly at Scotts Run. For over a year, County staff has 
worked with VDOT to coordinate the efforts on stormwater 
management design for this project. As has been discussed in meetings 
and via the attached letters to Department of Environmental Quality 
(Attachment 2) and to Office of the Secretary of Natural Resources 
(Attachment 3), VDOT should pursue on-site restoration of Scotts Run 
within the project limits and state transportation projects should meet 
local standards for stormwater management when the local standards 
are more stringent to the extent possible. Most recent discussions with 
VDOT indicate the potential to partner with Fairfax County on stream 
restoration for Scotts Run. Though these discussions are ongoing, such 
a partnership would be in addition to the project's regulatory 
requirements and the project's planned purchase of stream impact 
credits from an approved stream restoration bank. . Along with 
comments in Attachment 1, the Board requests VDOT consider these 



requests below prior to advancing the 1-495 NEXT project: 
•Stormwater Management (SWM) Requirements —The Board requests 
that this project meet the current County SWM requirements rather 
than the state grandfathered SWM conditions. As stated in the letter to 
VDOT on July 17, 2019, and presented in Attachment 3, Fairfax 
County's criteria is more stringent than VSMP Parts II B and H C of 
VSMP Regulations, and the Board requests that this project meet these 
SWM requirements. If meeting our local stormwater management 
requirements is not attainable, VDOT should implement requirements 
to the maximum extent practicable and provide documentation 
demonstrating that the technical requirements are not fully feasible. 
•Water Quantity Control — The majority of runoff from the new lanes 
will be piped directly to Scotts Run stream or the Potomac River with 
no detention, worsening downstream flooding and erosion along 
Scotts Run. Road flooding impacts both Fairfax County and VDOT 
infrastructure. The Board is also concerned about tree loss due to 
stream erosion downstream of 1-495. The Board acknowledges that 
the provision of underground detention may present difficulties with 
relation to future maintenance and safety. However, the Board 
requests VDOT pursue underground detention within the right-of-way 
to the extent feasible to prevent negative impacts to Scotts Run and 
downstream areas. 
•Stream and Wetland Impacts — Based on the current plan, the 
project will generate up to 3,000 linear feet of stream impacts and 
affect 19.8 acres of impacted wetlands. County staff has requested 
additional consideration for permittee-responsible mitigation along 
Scotts Run, particularly between Lewinsville Road and Old Dominion 
Drive. This stream section is mostly within VDOT right-of-way and 
directly adjacent to the project limits. Discussions with VDOT on this 
stream restoration are ongoing. 
•Water Quality — VDOT's interpretation of routine maintenance 
exempts the project's existing impervious area from the state SWM 
requirements, so the existing impervious surface will remain largely 
untreated. Under county stormwater standards, the existing 
impervious area would also be treated. Additionally, the project will 
not meet its minimum on-site water quality requirements and will 
purchase 80 percent of its required nutrient reduction offsite outside 
of Fairfax County. The Board requests VDOT apply enhanced outfall 
stabilization practices to meet the project's water quality requirements 
on site to the extent possible. 
•Resource Protection Area (RPA) Impacts — The Environmental 
Assessment (EA) cites up to 75.5 acres of temporary and permanent 
impacts to the RPA. Public roads are conditionally exempt from RPA 
regulation under the Virginia Administrative Code provided that the 



roadway is designed and constructed in accordance with water quality 
protection criteria at least as stringent as VDOT requirements. Given 
that the project will not meet minimum water quality requirements, 
the Board requests that the project meet the RPA replanting 
requirements detailed in Fairfax County Code Chapter 118 Chesapeake 
Bay Preservation Ordinance and Public Facilities Manual Chapter 12 
(12-0316.4) in the Scotts Run stream valley section between Lewinsville 
Road and Old Dominion Drive. 
While the Board recognizes the constraints faced by linear projects like 
1-495 NEXT, we also believe that transportation projects, particularly 
of this magnitude, should strive to minimize negative effects on water 
quality, local streams, and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay. The 
cumulative impact from the project's failure to address each of the 
bullets above will worsen the already degraded condition of the Scotts 
Run stream valley. Although there are limited options to manage 
stormwater within the right-of-way, there are other mitigation 
opportunities within the Scotts Run watershed. Those additional 
mitigation opportunities are being discussed with VDOT, and the Board 
is committed to working with VDOT to help meet the project's 
stormwater obligations. 
o Bike/Pedestrian Facilities 
oThe bicycle and pedestrian facilities are critical to addressing the 
varied mobility needs of the region. Fairfax County's Comprehensive 
Plan recommends a major regional trail along 1-495. Such a facility is 
intended as a link between Maryland and Virginia. The 1-495 NEXT 
project has committed to providing this trail. The provision of this 
major regional trail is imperative to providing nomnotorized 
transportation alternatives and reducing single occupancy vehicles in 
the region. As the Commonwealth coordinates with Maryland on 
improvements to the ALMB, all efforts should be taken to ensure the 
continuation of this trail into Maryland for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
oTysons is located at the southern end of the 1-495 NEXT project. The 
connection of pedestrian and bicycle facilities as part of this major 
regional trail and along the secondary streets to Tysons is critical to 
providing a comprehensive transportation network that meets the 
needs of this growing community. Currently, this major regional trail 
ends at Lewinsville Road, north of Tysons. We encourage VDOT to 
make all efforts to provide a safe and consistent connection from this 
major regional trail to and within Tysons. 
oThe 1-495 NEXT project should make all efforts to promote pedestrian 
and bicycle connections to this major regional trail and along 
secondary streets throughout the project corridor. 
oVDOT should continue coordination with the surrounding community 
on the location of the trail. 



oEnhanced Transit 
oA clear advantage of the managed lanes is that they support more 
reliable and more efficient bus service in the corridor. The Board 
acknowledges the 1-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and TDM 
Study led by Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT)/ 
Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) and Virginia Department of Rail 
and Public Transportation (DRPT), which seeks to find multimodal 
solutions for the corridor. Prior to the completion of this study, it is 
imperative that additional community outreach occur to ensure that 
feedback from the community is considered in any final 
recommendations. In addition to this effort, Fairfax County has 
included a new bus route over ALMB in its Transit Network Study. 
Considering the potential for new transit routes via the Express Lanes, 
VDOT should incorporate the findings and recommendations of the 
Transit and TDM Study and County's Transit Network Study prior to 
final action on 1-495 NEXT. 
oDue to its location, 1-495 NEXT has the potential to serve as a key link 
in transit accessibility between Maryland and Virginia, including Fairfax 
County and its economic centers like Tysons. It is Fairfax County's 
understanding that discussions are still ongoing with the 
concessionaire regarding the project agreement; however, it is critical 
that VDOT work with the concessionaire to secure transit capital and 
operating funds that will promote transit access along the corridor. 
Dedicated transit funding associated with this project is essential 
towards reducing single-occupancy vehicle ridership, vehicle miles 
traveled in the area, and encouraging a sustainable transportation 
system. Elevated Ramps 
oSome flyover and interchange ramps along the project have been 
designed with high elevations to allow for adequate clearances and 
connections between travel lanes. Alternative concepts to the high 
elevation ramps should be evaluated and considered for minimizing 
noise, visual and right-of-way impacts upon nearby residential 
communities. This is a special concern regarding the ramp from the 
northbound 1-495 Express Lanes to George Washington Parkway and 
the interchange at Dulles Toll Road and 1-495. A separate 
reassessment of the design and environmental impacts should be 
completed before construction of any ramps beyond Phase 1 of the 
Dulles Toll Road and 1-495 interchange. The reassessment should also 
include a significant community engagement effort to ensure the 
community is well informed of any impacts and has an opportunity to 
provide input on the design. 
oVDOT should consider an additional sensitivity analysis that more 
clearly addresses the timing and need for the future phases of the 



Dulles Toll Road and 1-495 interchange in relation to the traffic 
scenarios presented. 
oFailing Conditions at Studied Intersections 
oThe Board acknowledges travel time along the Capital Beltway 
corridor, as shown in the traffic analysis, is generally improved by 1-
495 NEXT in both 2025 and 2045 once Maryland completes their 
managed lane system. However, there are adjacent intersections that 
operate poorly in both the 2025 and 2045 analysis compared to the 
No-Build scenario. VDOT should further analyze the traffic operations 
at these impacted intersections and evaluate the potential for context-
sensitive mitigation measures. Funding should be provided from the 1-
495 NEXT project or VDOT to address any necessary improvements on 
these impacted intersections. 
•Implementation Issues 
oVDOT has made extensive efforts to coordinate with County staff on 
project designs, pedestrian/bicycle facilities, and stormwater, among 
other aspects of the project. These efforts are expected to provide 
substantial opportunity for input and consideration for the 
implementation of the 1-495 NEXT project. The Board emphasizes that 
these efforts should continue and the following considerations be 
included: 
•Ensuring that sound walls are replaced rapidly after the existing wall is 
removed, 
•Minimizing park impacts, 
•Developing an aggressive maintenance of traffic plan for roadway and 
pedestrian/bicyclist accessibility, 
•Ensuring sufficient time to coordinate traffic and design changes with 
County staff and Supervisors' offices, as well as the impacted 
communities, 
•Minimizing night construction in areas adjacent to residential 
neighborhoods, 
•Maintaining proper erosion, siltation and stormwater management 
equipment and facilities during construction, 
•Developing an effective landscaping and tree replacement plan, 
•Minimizing disruption during construction, 
•Minimizing construction that impacts bus services especially at peak 
times, and 
•Including proper temporary roadway striping capable of maintaining 
visibility at night and in inclement weather. 
•Environmental Issues 
oAs indicated in the Department of Planning and Development's (DPD) 
letter to the Department of Environmental Quality, to address the 
environmental objectives of the Comprehensive Plan and avoid undue 



impacts to community resources, the project should consider the 
following recommendations: 
•Avoidance or minimization of impacts to properties that are located 
on the National Register of Historic Places, including the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway and Georgetown Pike. 
•Avoidance or minimization of impacts to the two properties on the 
Fairfax County Inventory of Historic Sites (Beaufort Park and Shiloh 
Baptist Church). 
•Assessment, minimization, avoidance, and mitigation of the direct and 
indirect impacts to the three properties identified in the Virginia 
Outdoors Plan (George Washington Memorial Parkway, Scotts Run 
Nature Preserve, and the 4.6-acre private property near Langley Club). 
•Optimization of road alignments and designs to prevent or otherwise 
minimize encroachment in Resource Protection Areas (RPAs) and 
adverse effects on water quality. 
•Assessment of the impacts to Dead Run, Scotts Run, and Turkey Run 
and the downstream impacts to the Potomac River. 
•Perform ecological resource surveys for the Scotts Run Nature 
Preserve and the George Washington Memorial Parkway stream 
corridors. 
•Assess the environmental services and the economic, social, and 
health benefits of the urban forest that would be lost due to the 
clearing associated with this project, as well as compensation for these 
impacts. 
•Reforest all disturbed areas with commitments to compensation, soil 
rebuilding, and the restoration of native plant communities. 
•Integrate of invasives control throughout the project area. Most 
recent discussions with VDOT have indicated that the 1-495 NEXT 
project is considering a funding contribution towards invasive species 
management to be used along the corridor. 
•Clarify the current status of and expectations regarding noise 
mitigation, to include potential barrier locations and design details. It is 
acknowledged that VDOT has recently proposed to add soundwall 
along the gap at Live Oak Drive, but the Board remains concerned 
about the soundwalls along George Washington Memorial Parkway. 
The Board requests that VDOT continue coordination with the National 
Park Service to address any concerns associated with the installation of 
soundwalls along the George Washington Memorial Parkway. 
Furthermore, the Board requests that VDOT conform to the previous 
commitments on soundwall installation as detailed in the March 2009 
letter from Secretary Homer. 
More detailed comments from DPD (Attachment 4 and Attachment 5) 
regarding some of these issues can also be found at the end of this 
letter. 



oPark Impacts 
oCultural Resources: 
•Any areas with ground disturbance throughout the project corridor 
that are not 
previously surveyed should undergo a Phase I archaeological survey. If 
sites are found that are potentially significant to the history of Fairfax 
County, or potentially eligible for inclusion onto the National Register 
of Historic Places, they should undergo Phase II archaeological testing. 
If sites are found significant or eligible, avoidance or Phase III data 
recovery is recommended. 
•Park Authority staff has conducted archival cultural resources review. 
The Environmental Assessment report made no mention of the site, 
44FX2430, specifically. The report only mentioned that any sites within 
their area of impact contained no sites that were eligible, or potentially 
eligible for inclusion onto the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP), but did not evaluate the Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources (VDHR) status of 44FX2430. If the site will be 
impacted, a Phase II study is necessary to determine county 
significance or eligibility for NRHP status. If found significant or eligible, 
avoidance, or Phase III data recovery is recommended as mitigation. 
oNatural Resources 
•All development on Park Authority property must comply with its 
Policy 201, Natural Resources, and agency-wide Natural Resource 
Management Plan (NRMP). Of note is Section 7 of the NRMP: 
Avoid adverse impacts to natural areas, mitigate unavoidable impacts 
from construction and maintenance projects and require restoration 
and rehabilitation of impacted natural resources. 
i.Minimize impacts to forests, meadows and other natural areas from 
human use. 
ii.Protect significant natural communities and species. 
iii.Require restoration of impacted natural resources when use of 
parkland causes damage to them. 
If impacts cannot be avoided, the Board requests a design that 
minimizes impacts and a mitigation plan for any losses, which should 
be coordinated with the Park 
Authority. This mitigation plan will need to clarify the extent of 
construction that will occur on Park Authority property, as well as the 
impacts to natural resources. 
•The Park Authority recommends the rehabilitation for any temporary 
impacts to natural resources to Park Authority standards and 
mitigate/compensate for permanent impacts to natural resources on 
Park Authority managed lands. This requirement applies to any natural 
resource impact (terrestrial or aquatic) that is not regulated under the 
jurisdiction of any federal or state agency. 



•Due to the proximity to parkland, the Board requests the use of only 
common native species, including perennials and seed mixes, on this 
project since non-native species either do not fare as well as natives or 
are invasive, negatively impacting the environmental health of Park 
Authority property. The Park Authority requests that VDOT use 
common plant species generally native to Fairfax County, including 
trees, perennials, and seed mixes, to provide the greatest ecosystem 
benefit. 
•Environmental Justice 
oThe EA identified one census block group with over 50% minority 
population. As the project proceeds, efforts should be undertaken to 
ensure sufficient outreach for this community as this project 
progresses. 
oFairfax County encourages the use of 30% or 50% of Area Median 
Income to more accurately accounting for economically vulnerable 
households given the high median income of the County. 
Additional County comments can be found in the attachments to this 
letter. Fairfax County appreciates the work that has been undertaken 
to date in this project and the opportunity to provide comments. We 
also look forward to working closely with the Commonwealth and 
developing a mutually beneficial project to County residents and the 
region. 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please 
contact Martha Coello of the Department of Transportation at XXX. 
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LETTER 

 

All, 
Please find Fairfax County’s comments on the I-495 NEXT design plans 
and environmental assessment. If you have any questions please feel 
free to contact me. 
Thank you, 
------------------LETTER BELOW DRAFT DESIGN COMMENTS----------------- 
Dear Secretary Valentine: 
On December 1, 2020, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
approved comments regarding the draft design for 1-495 Express Lanes 
Northern Extension (1-495 NEXT) Project. 1-495 NEXT project is 
important to Fairfax County. The Board continues to support the 
Commonwealth's efforts to reduce congestion and provide additional 
travel choices in the Capital Beltway Corridor and to move the most 
people as efficiently as possible in this region. Furthermore, the 
project's proximity to Tysons and McLean also signifies that 
improvements in the Corridor will have lasting effects on accessibility 
and increased economic opportunity for surrounding communities in 
Fairfax County. As VDOT's own studies demonstrate, the project 
provides significant benefits only if Maryland completes their system of 
managed lanes, particularly increasing the capacity of the American 

Martha 
Elena 
Coello, 
AICP 
 
Division 
Chief, 
Special 
Projects 
 
Fairfax 
County 
Departmen
t of 
Transporta
tion 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT 
RECEIVED FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
INDIVIDUALS section of the public hearing page of the 
project website. 

 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


Legion Bridge. In the interim, the project will cause inequitable and 
unacceptable delays to non-Express Lane traffic. Construction of the 
project will also cause massive disruption to neighborhoods in and 
around McLean and Tysons as well as permanent damage to parks, 
stormwater, streams, and private property with no equivalent benefits 
without Maryland's managed lanes. Therefore, it is imperative that 
VDOT only consider final action on the 1-495 NEXT project once 
Maryland has successfully executed a comprehensive agreement with a 
developer to complete their system of managed lanes. 
Considering the implications of the 1-495 NEXT project, it is essential 
that citizens are well informed of its scope and resulting impacts. As 
previously communicated, the Board requests that VDOT continue to 
allow time for the public to provide feedback on the project prior to 
executing a final contract with the concessionaire. 
Fairfax County has been engaged with this project from its inception 
and appreciates VDOT's efforts to address many of the project issues. 
The Board looks forward to continued and improved coordination as 
project design progresses. As part of those efforts, the Board offers the 
following comments regarding the 1-495 NEXT draft design plans 
released in February 2020. These comments should not be construed 
as a County endorsement of the 1-495 NEXT project. 
•2025 Traffic Operations Prior to Maryland Managed Lanes 
O The Board acknowledges VDOT's effort to analyze the 2025 traffic 
conditions in the event managed lanes north of the American Legion 
Memorial Bridge (ALMB) in Maryland are not complete. Aside from the 
Board's concerns regarding travel time and level of service 
degradation at arterial intersections in this scenario, it will be critical to 
coordinate design efforts to ensure an adequate transition prior to the 
implementation of Maryland's manage lane system. 
Based on the current schedule, 1-495 NEXT is expected to be 
completed prior to Maryland's system of managed lanes. It is critical 
that VDOT address the temporary impacts of opening prior to the 
opening of Maryland's managed lanes to ensure a safe transition to the 
existing ALMB configuration in the interim. 
oAs construction plans are developed, construction phases for both 
projects should seek to minimize reconstruction at the tie-in segments 
and reduce unnecessary disturbance to surrounding communities 
between construction phases. 
oSince the project will be more effective once Maryland improves the 
American Legion Bridge, the Board recommends that VDOT continue to 
closely coordinate with Maryland on the two projects to ensure that 
these transportation improvements are well integrated and beneficial 
to the region. Recognizing that Maryland has solicited proposals from 
multiple private partners for their project, including improvements to 



the American Legion Bridge as a first phase, the Board strongly urges 
that VDOT make every effort to minimize the time between the 
opening of 1-495 NEXT and the Maryland project. 
•Stormwater 
oThe Board recognizes the importance of transportation projects to 
our community. However, it is also critical to minimize the negative 
water quality impacts that the additional impervious area has on 
County watersheds. This is critically important in the McLean area 
adjacent to the 1-495 NEXT project, which has experienced significant 
flooding during recent storms. Based on the current plan, VDOT 
anticipates about 3,000 linear feet of stream impacts, mostly located 
along Scotts Run between Lewinsville Road and Old Dominion Drive. 
Increased imperviousness from the 1-495 NEXT project has significant 
potential to exacerbate already prevalent stream degradation and 
flooding issues, particularly at Scotts Run. 
For over a year, County staff has worked with VDOT to coordinate the 
efforts on tormwater management design for this project. As has been 
discussed in those meetings and via the attached letters to Department 
of Environmental Quality (Attachment 2) and to Office of the Secretary 
of Natural Resources (Attachment 3), VDOT should pursue on-site 
restoration of Scotts Run within the project limits and state 
transportation projects should meet local standards for stormwater 
management when the local standards are more stringent to the 
extent possible. Most recent discussions with VDOT indicate the 
potential to partner with Fairfax County on stream restoration for 
Scotts Run. Though these discussions are ongoing, such a partnership 
would be in addition to the project's state stormwater requirements 
and help address on-site mitigation. 
Along with comments in Attachment 1, the Board requests VDOT 
consider these requests below prior to advancing the 1-495 NEXT 
project: 
•Stormwater Management (SWM) Requirements —The Board requests 
that this project meet the current County SWM requirements rather 
than the state grandfathered SWM conditions. As stated in the letter to 
VDOT on July 17, 2019, and presented in Attachment 2, Fairfax 
County's criteria is more stringent than VSMP Parts II B and II C of 
VSMP Regulations, and the Board requests that this project meet these 
SWM requirements. If meeting our local stormwater management 
requirements is not attainable, VDOT should implement requirements 
to the maximum extent practicable and provide documentation 
demonstrating that the technical requirements are not fully feasible. 
•Water Quantity Control — The majority of runoff from the new lanes 
will be piped directly to Scotts Run stream or the Potomac River with 
no detention, worsening downstream flooding and erosion along 



Scotts Run. Road flooding impacts both Fairfax County and VDOT 
infrastructure. The Board is also concerned about tree loss due to 
stream erosion downstream of 1-495. The Board acknowledges that 
the provision of underground detention may present difficulties with 
relation to future maintenance and safety. However, the Board 
requests VDOT pursue underground detention within the right-of-way 
to the extent feasible to prevent negative impacts to Scotts Run and 
downstream areas. 
•Stream and Wetland Impacts — Based on the current plan, the 
project will generate up to 3,000 linear feet of stream impacts and 
affect 19.8 acres of impacted wetlands. County staff has requested 
additional consideration for permittee-responsible mitigation along 
Scotts Run, particularly between Lewinsville Road and Old Dominion 
Drive. This stream section is mostly within VDOT right-of-way and 
directly adjacent to the project limits. In previous discussions, VDOT 
agreed to explore on-site stream mitigation. Discussions with VDOT on 
this stream restoration are ongoing. 
.Water Quality — VDOT's interpretation of routine maintenance 
exempts the project's existing impervious area from the state SWM 
requirements, so the existing impervious surface will remain largely 
untreated. Under county stormwater standards, the existing 
impervious area would also be treated. Additionally, the project will 
not meet its minimum on-site water quality requirements and will 
purchase 80 percent of its required nutrient reduction offsite outside 
of Fairfax County. The Board requests VDOT apply enhanced outfall 
stabilization practices to meet the project's water quality requirements 
on site to the extent possible. 
•Resource Protection Area (RPA) Impacts — The Environmental 
Assessment (EA) cites up to 75.5 acres of temporary and permanent 
impacts to the RPA. Public roads are conditionally exempt from RPA 
regulation under the Virginia Administrative Code provided that the 
roadway is designed and constructed in accordance with water quality 
protection criteria at least as stringent as VDOT requirements. Given 
that the project will not meet minimum water quality requirements, 
the Board requests that the project meet the RPA replanting 
requirements detailed in Fairfax County Code Chapter 118 Chesapeake 
Bay Preservation Ordinance and Public Facilities Manual Chapter 12 
(12-0316.4) in the Scotts Run stream valley section between Lewinsville 
Road and Old Dominion Drive. 
While the Board recognizes the constraints faced by linear projects like 
1-495 NEXT, we also believe that transportation projects, particularly 
of this magnitude, should strive to minimize negative effects on water 
quality, local streams, and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay. The 
cumulative impact from the project's failure to address each of the 



bullets above will worsen the already degraded condition of the Scotts 
Run stream valley. Although there are limited options to manage 
stormwater within the right-of-way, there are other mitigation 
opportunities within the Scotts Run watershed. Those additional 
mitigation opportunities are being discussed with VDOT, and the Board 
is committed to working with VDOT to help meet the project's 
stormwater obligations. 
•Bike/Pedestrian Facilities 
oThe bicycle and pedestrian facilities are critical to addressing the 
varied mobility needs of the region. Fairfax County's Comprehensive 
Plan recommends a major regional trail along 1-495. Such a facility is 
intended as a link between Maryland and Virginia. The 1-495 NEXT 
project has committed to providing this trail. The provision of this 
major regional trail is imperative to providing nonmotorized 
transportation alternatives and reducing single occupancy vehicles in 
the region. As the Commonwealth coordinates with Maryland on the 
vehicular improvements to the ALMB, all efforts should be taken to 
ensure the continuation of this trail into Maryland for pedestrians and 
bicyclists. 
oTysons is located at the southern end of the 1-495 NEXT project. The 
connection of pedestrian and bicycle facilities as part of this major 
regional trail and along the secondary streets to Tysons is critical to 
providing a comprehensive transportation network that meets the 
needs of this growing community. Currently the major regional trail 
ends at Lewinsville Road, north of Tysons. VDOT should make all efforts 
to provide a safe and consistent pedestrian and bike connection from 
this major regional trail to and within Tysons. 
oVDOT should confirm that the design plans will be revised, per 
previous discussions, to include the pedestrian facility on the north 
side of Georgetown Pike bridge across 1-495 and remove the center 
striping at the Live Oak Drive overpass to facilitate a more comfortable 
pedestrian and on-road biking environment. 
oThe 1-495 NEXT project should make all efforts to promote pedestrian 
and bicycle connections to this major regional trail and along 
secondary streets. Furthermore, any design elements of the 1-495 
NEXT project should not preclude the provision of pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities outlined in the County Trails Plan and Bicycle Master 
Plan in the future. 
oVDOT should continue coordination with the surrounding community 
on the location of the trail. 
•Right-of-Way 
oThe Board supports the additional considerations given to minimizing 
right-of-way impacts to our residences, businesses, parks and natural 
resources. To better understand the impacts of the project, the Board 



expects additional details on the nature of any properties or portions 
of property needed for right-of-way or construction purposes and that 
limitations on property takings are included in the contract with the 
concessionaire. Similar to the Transform 1-66 project, the 1-495 NEXT 
project should continue to make stringent efforts to further reduce 
right-of-way impacts to surrounding properties. 
•Enhanced Transit 
oA clear advantage of the managed lanes is that they support more 
reliable and more efficient bus service in the corridor. The Board 
acknowledges the 1-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and TDM 
Study led by Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT)/ 
Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) and Virginia Department of Rail 
and Public Transportation (DRPT), which seeks to fmd multimodal 
solutions for the corridor. Prior to the completion of this study, it is 
imperative that additional community outreach occur to ensure that 
feedback from the community is considered in any final 
recommendations. In addition to this effort, Fairfax County has 
included a new bus route over ALMB in its Transit Network Study. 
Considering the potential for new transit routes via the Express Lanes, 
VDOT should incorporate the fmdings and recommendations of the 
Transit and TDM Study and County's Transit Network Study prior to 
final action on 1-495 NEXT. 
•Elevated Ramps 
oSome flyover and interchange ramps along the project have been 
designed with high elevations to allow for adequate clearances and 
connections between travel lanes. Alternative concepts to the high 
elevation ramps should be evaluated and considered for minimizing 
noise, visual and right-of-way impacts upon nearby residential 
communities. This is a special concern regarding the ramp from the 
northbound 1-495 Express Lanes to George Washington Parkway and 
the interchange at Dulles Toll Road and 1-495. 
oA separate reassessment of the design and environmental impacts 
should be completed before construction of any ramps beyond Phase 1 
of the Dulles Toll Road and 1-495 interchange. The reassessment 
should also include a significant community engagement effort to 
ensure the community is well informed of any impacts and has an 
opportunity to provide input on the design. 
oPrevious discussions occurred in 2010 regarding the interchange at 
the Dulles Toll Road and I-495. At that time, the Board requested 
additional renderings depicting the impact of the ramps on the 
surrounding community. To date, that information has not been 
received and should be provided for review. Such information should 
clearly depict the impact and height of the ramps in a manner readily 
understood by the public. 



•Park Impacts 
oCultural Resources: 
•Park Authority staff recommends any areas with ground disturbance 
throughout the project corridor that are not previously surveyed 
should undergo a Phase I archaeological survey. If sites are found that 
are potentially significant to the history of Fairfax County, or 
potentially eligible for inclusion onto the National Register of Historic 
Places, they should undergo Phase II archaeological testing. If sites are 
found significant or eligible, avoidance or Phase III data recovery is 
recommended. 
oNatural Resources: 
•All development on Park Authority property must comply with its 
Policy 201, Natural Resources, and agency-wide Natural Resource 
Management Plan (NRMP). Of note is Section 7 of the NRMP: 
Avoid adverse impacts to natural areas, mitigate unavoidable impacts 
from construction and maintenance projects and require restoration 
and rehabilitation of impacted natural resources. 
i.Minimize impacts to forests, meadows and other natural areas from 
human use. 
ii.Protect significant natural communities and species. 
iii.Require restoration of impacted natural resources when use of 
parkland causes damage to them. 
If impacts cannot be avoided, staff requests a design that minimizes 
impacts and a mitigation plan for any losses, which should be 
coordinated with the Park 
Authority. This mitigation plan will need to clarify the extent of 
construction that will occur on Park Authority property as well as the 
impacts to natural resources. 
•Park Authority recommends the rehabilitation for any temporary 
impacts to natural resources to Park Authority standards and 
mitigate/compensate for permanent impacts to natural resources on 
Park Authority managed lands. This requirement shall apply to any 
natural resource impact (terrestrial or aquatic) that is not regulated 
under the jurisdiction of any federal or state agency. 
•Due to the proximity to parkland, this project should only use 
common native species including perennials and seed mixes. The Park 
Authority requests that the applicant utilize common plant species 
generally native to Fairfax County, including trees, perennials, and seed 
mixes, to provide the greatest ecosystem benefit. 
oDesign and Construction Recommendations: 
•Depending on the fmal scope of the work, spoils should be removed 
from offsite dumping of debris and properly secured by a barrier to 
eliminate future offsite dumping on parkland. 



•The extension of noise walls on/near Scotts Run Nature Preserve/Live 
Oak Drive will need further discussion on the design and potential 
impacts as the design progresses. The Board acknowledges that VDOT 
has recently proposed to add the noise wall along the gap at Live Oak 
Drive. 
•Failing Conditions at Studied Intersections 
oThe Board acknowledges travel time along the Capital Beltway 
corridor is generally improved by 1-495 NEXT in both 2025 and 2045 
once Maryland completes their managed lane system based on the 
traffic analysis. However, there are adjacent intersections that operate 
poorly in both the 2025 and 2045 analysis compared to the No-Build 
scenario. Based on the transportation analysis provided in the 
Environmental Assessment, there are adjacent intersections that 
operate poorly compared to the No-Build condition in both 2025 and 
2045 analysis. After further evaluation, the 1-495 NEXT design plans 
should incorporate any needed context-sensitive mitigation measures 
to address the impacts of these intersections. 
•Implementation Issues 
oVDOT has made extensive efforts to coordinate with County staff on 
project designs, pedestrian/bicycle facilities, and stonnwater, among 
other aspects of the project. These efforts are expected to provide 
substantial opportunity for input and consideration for the 
implementation of the 1-495 NEXT project. The Board emphasizes that 
these efforts should continue and the following considerations be 
included with further design efforts: 
•Ensuring that sound walls are replaced rapidly after the existing wall is 
removed, 
•Minimizing park impacts, 
•Developing an aggressive maintenance of traffic plan for roadway and 
pedestrian/bicyclist accessibility, 
•Ensuring sufficient time to coordinate traffic and design changes with 
County staff and Supervisors' offices, as well as the impacted 
communities, 
•Minimizing night construction in areas adjacent to residential 
neighborhoods, 
•Maintaining proper erosion, siltation and stormwater management 
equipment and facilities during construction, 
•Developing an effective landscaping and tree replacement plan, 
•Minimizing disruption during construction, 
•Minimizing construction that impacts bus services especially at peak 
times, and 
•Including proper temporary roadway striping capable of maintaining 
visibility at night and in inclement weather. 
•Noise Impacts 



oThe Board remains concerned about the soundwalls along George 
Washington Memorial Parkway. The Board requests that VDOT 
continue c 
oThe Board also requests that VDOT conform to the previous 
commitments on soundwall installation as detailed in the March 2009 
letter from Secretary Homer. 
•County Involvement in Design Review Process 
oThe Board recognizes that the design concepts presented in the EA 
represent preliminary designs and the Public-Private Partnership are 
important opportunities to allow creativity in the final design to reduce 
costs, simplify maneuverability of systems, and further reduce impacts 
on the community. The Board requests VDOT share the design plans 
with County staff prior to final approval for major design submittal 
packages. 
Additional County comments can be found in the attachments to this 
letter. Fairfax County appreciates the work that has been undertaken 
through the design development process to date and the opportunity 
to provide comments. We also look forward to working closely with the 
Commonwealth and developing a mutually beneficial project to County 
residents and the region. 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please 
contact Martha Coello of the Department of Transportation at XXX. 
Sincerely, 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : Thorough study. Excellent graphics. Endorse 
Fairfax County staff recommendations with respect to storm water 
management, resource protection, and stream and water quality. In 
addition to County's emphasis on protection of Scotts Run, the 
drainage issues between Georgetown Pike and the ALMBridge need to 
be emphasized as well. 
495NextComments_Q03 : The concept of HOT or Express Lanes is 
flawed. They don't work. Fluor promised many things when the project 
was proposed in 2003-2004 including that HOT Lanes would reduce 
Beltway congestion, that there would be less cut-through 
neighborhood traffic, that Express Lanes = HOV 3, that tolls would not 
go higher than $4.80, that unsafe left on and off ramps would be 
eliminated (this is in writing!), that travel times for drivers choosing to 
pay a toll would be reduced. Since the project opened in 2012, NONE 
of these promises have turned out to be true. If you live in McLean, the 
Express Lanes have never worked because we have had to live with the 
merge point congestion where Express Lane traffic gets dumped back 
onto the Beltway. Any time saved by using Express Lanes and paying a 

M. Pierce Traffic 

Express Lanes work. They provide reliable travel times, 
increase roadway efficiency, provide a funding source for 
operations and maintenance and increase average vehicle 
occupancy. The existing I-495 Express Lanes provide two 
additional lanes of traffic in each direction to the capacity 
of the roadway. Approximately 17,000 vehicles per day 
utilize the northbound Express lanes in the section south 
of I-66 and 17,000 vehicles per day utilize the facility in 
the southbound direction. Through the Tysons area, 
approximately 16,000 vehicles per day utilize the Express 
Lanes in the northbound direction and 14,000 vehicles 
per day utilize them in the southbound direction. Without 
the Express Lanes, these vehicles would be utilizing the 
congested general purpose lanes or congested local 
streets. 

In regard to changes in congestion in the northbound GP 
lanes: in the Traffic and Transportation Technical Report, 
please refer to Table 7-9 (2045 AM Peak Period Travel 



toll is lost as soon as you hit the merge point. When VDOT attempted 
to solve the increased accident and congestion issues by adding the 
Shoulder or Auxillary lanes in 2014, the problems multiplied and 
Georgetown Pike and west McLean gridlocked. We lived for 7 years 
with construction and have had to suffer with 8 years of congestion. 
Tolls are well above the promised $4.80. With the proposed Build 
Alternative, VDOT's traffic figures show that even with I-495 NEXT, 
Bridge, and Maryland improvements by 2045, northbound GP lane 
traffic congestion relief is "mixed." This means even with the proposed 
design and improvements we may find little relief from estimated 
Beltway and neighborhood cut-through traffic. The proposed design 
makes access to Express Lanes for McLean residents difficult. Proposed 
Georgetown Pike Bridge improvement lanes extend too far and will 
block neighborhood access. Four lanes end at the entrance to Helga 
Drive. Six lanes end too close to Dead Run Drive - these are 
neighborhood access roads as well as major routes for traffic coming 
from the Beltway to McLean. Information regarding ramp construction 
on the Route 267 Interchange is incomplete. Have seen illustrations of 
ramps in VDOT presentations not in the 2020 EA. This is confusing 
because we don't have complete information on which to comment. 
This is one of the most important Interchanges in the region. Residents 
need better information sooner. Express Lanes require construction of 
two movements - one for the toll facility and one for general purpose. 
This doubling of movements makes what is proposed for the Route 267 
Interchange a nightmare of twisted ramp loops and turns. - a maze that 
will be visually frightening to and difficult to navigate. This is the 
Gateway to Tysons. Assume more information will be forthcoming. 
VDOT has long known that the Express Lanes were causing congestion 
issues in McLean and they have been generous with their time in trying 
to find solutions. VDOT proposed unworkable solutions, however, like 
closing the northbound ramp at Georgetown Pike knowing all along 
that the solution that would be proposed would be the "continuation" 
of the original HOT Lanes which haven't worked for us. And, you gave 
us only ONE Build Alternative - an alternative based on four center 
Express Lanes that create the same access issues. What residents 
needed to see was a non-Transurban public Build Alternative as you 
stated you would consider in the 2020 EA. And your own figures show 
that while the new Express Lanes will create additional construction 
and environmental havoc in the community, it will not solve the major 
challenge of increasing travel time on the GP lanes on the Beltway's 
northbound lanes during the afternoon rush hour nor will they resolve 
congestion and neighborhood cut-through traffic. Express Lanes are 
marketed as 'transit" so it is confusing why there is a separate but 
concurrent study on which no McLean area resident was invited to 

Time Comparison) and Table 7-10 (2045 PM Peak Period 
Travel Time Comparison). With the full build-out of this 
project and Maryland’s project in place, in the 
northbound direction, there is a nearly 4-minute travel 
time savings in the AM peak (11:59 to 8:03), to go along 
with a 5.5-minute travel time savings to eastbound Route 
267 due to reduced queue spillback from northbound I-
495 (7:21 to 1:51),  and 4.5-minute travel time savings in 
the PM peak (28:18 to 23:42). These travel time savings 
are attributable to having the seamless managed lanes 
systems connected across the state line.  
 
Even prior to the Maryland project, by increasing the 
person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by providing a 
reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, drivers will 
have less incentive to use local cut-through routes. Traffic 
models project a reduction in traffic volume and a 
reduction in travel delay on the local street network, most 
notably along Georgetown Pike, with the project in place, 
even prior to the Maryland project. 
 
 
 
 
Design 
 
Project NEXT will upgrade and restore ditches and 
channels that are directly impacted by construction.  The 
Project team has been coordinating directly with Fairfax 
County on constructing enhanced outfalls  within the 
project limits and to providing funding for the restoration 
of Scotts Run. Stormwater management will be provided 
and constructed in accordance with VDOT and DEQ 
standards. 
 
The improvements along Georgetown Pike include 
additional turn lanes for traffic going to Helga Place and 
Linganore Drive and facilitating the movements within the 
interchange.  The project matches the existing number of 
lanes along Georgetown Pike at Dead Run Drive.  
 
The I-495/Route 267 interchange will be expanded over 
the course of multiple phases, which are determined by 
travel demands and traffic patterns.  The current 



participate with recommendations expected in January, 2021. Even 
thought VDOT staff said the studies were related, you did not post 
information about the high level ALM Bridge Transit Study on your 
Website until October 23, when the study was half way done, and 
those of us who signed up for VDOT email alerts in 2018 were not even 
alerted to the study until you sent us an email notice a week before the 
November 18 public information meeting. VDOT, your staff have been 
helpful in meeting with McLean residents and in trying to address our 
concerns. These issues have been caused, however, by an ill-advised 
HOT Lanes project that has not worked for us nor for Maryland 
residents as well. There is a good reason not to expect magical results 
from the proposed I-495 NEXT Project. While the effort and tax dollars 
spent on producing the EA is commendable and the information useful 
it would have made more sense to have presented the proposed 
project to the public before the Development Framework Agreement 
was signed. It is hoped that there will be a continuing dialogue. Thank 
you for the opportunity to share these brief comments. 

approach to this interchange is based on projected 2045 
design year traffic volumes in accordance with the 
regional MWCOG traffic model and the long range plan 
for transportation improvements.  Advance guide signage 
will be installed to assist motorists with navigating the 
interchange. 
 
With the I-495 NEXT project, travel times along the Dulles 
Toll Road through the DTR/I-495 interchange will 
decrease in both the Phase I (2025) and Ultimate (2045) 
scenarios, as detailed in the I-495 NEXT Traffic and 
Transportation Technical Report. Phase I of the Project 
would construct continuous express lanes for the entirety 
of the Project’s approximately three mile length, from the 
vicinity of the Dulles Toll Road/Airport Access Road 
interchange in Tysons to the GWMP interchange. Phase II 
would construct improvements at the I-495 and Dulles 
Toll Road interchange, approximately five years after 
completion of Phase I – with construction of Phase II 
starting not earlier than 2029 and completion anticipated 
by 2034. Finally, the Ultimate Condition of the Project, to 
be completed no earlier than 2045, would include 
additional access ramps at the Dulles Toll Road 
interchange and Route 123/Dulles Connector Road 
interchange. Additional opportunities for public input at 
the later phases of the Project are planned by VDOT as 
part of the phased approach. 
Traffic Operations 
 
• Travel times – Phase I (2025): In the AM peak period, 
travel times from west of Spring Hill to east of Route 123 
(through the I-495 interchange) are anticipated to be 
reduced by approximately 1.5 minutes in the eastbound 
direction (2025 Build scenario compared with 2025 No 
Build scenario); travel times are similar between the 2025 
Build scenario and 2025 No Build scenario in the 
westbound direction in the AM peak and in both travel 
directions in the PM peak. 
• Travel times – Ultimate (2045): Due to reduced queue 
spillback from the northbound I-495 lanes, travel times 
are anticipated to be reduced by approximately 5.5 
minutes in the eastbound direction (2045 Build scenario 
compared with 2045 No Build scenario); again, travel 
times are similar between the 2045 Build scenario and 



2045 No Build scenario in the westbound direction in the 
AM peak and in both travel directions in the PM peak. 
• Access – As part of Phase I, the I-495 NEXT project 
would provide new direct access from eastbound and 
westbound Dulles Toll Road to the northbound I-495 
Express Lanes. As part of the Ultimate scenario, the 
project would also provide direct access from the 
southbound I-495 Express Lanes to eastbound Dulles Toll 
Road, and from the northbound and southbound I-495 
general purpose lanes to the Dulles Airport Access Road. 
In addition, the Ultimate configuration would provide 
access from the eastbound Dulles Airport Access Road to 
the northbound and southbound I-495 Express Lanes. 
 
Visualizations 
 
Visualizations of the proposed Dulles Toll Road 
interchange are provided in the project website. 
Additional visulalizations of this interchange will be added 
to the project website to enhance the understanding of 
the future improvmeents. 
 
Environmental Study & Outreach 
 
Information About Route 267 Interchange 
 
All of the information regarding the proposed 
modifications at the Dulles Toll Road interchange has 
been included in the EA and Traffic Analysis documents. 
These documents have been available to the public at 
selected locations in Northern Virginia as well as on the 
project website since February of 2020. 
 
Build Alternative 
 
VDOT, in coordination with FHWA, local governments, 
and stakeholders, identified an alternative that would 
meet the project Purpose and Need: reduce congestion, 
provide new travel choices, and improve travel reliability 
along I-495. The I-495 NEXT Build Alternative was 
identified as the only reasonable alternative to advance 
based on the Purpose and Need for the study. Two 
managed lanes in each direction would have a similar 
footprint to one managed lane because a single managed 



lane would require a wider paved left-side shoulder for 
safety concerns and emergency access. Therefore, the 
2045 Build scenario evaluated two managed lanes in each 
direction, as well as various interchange designs. Adding 
two managed lanes in each direction is also consistent 
with the typical section on the adjacent southern section 
of I-495.  
 
The I-495 NEXT Environmental Assessment (EA) identified 
one build alternative which is acceptable under FHWA’s 
Technical Advisory T 6640.8A Guidance for Preparing and 
Processing Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents 
(FHWA, 1987). These decisions were presented to state 
and federal permitting agencies through project-specific 
agency meetings and coordination as the study 
developed. Under Technical Advisory T6640.8A, it states 
that “An EA does not need to evaluate in detail all 
reasonable alternatives for the project and may be 
prepared for one or more build alternatives.” The single 
build alternative leaves ample flexibility for different 
designs to be considered if the project advances to 
permitting and more detailed phases of design following 
an FHWA NEPA decision. 
 
Transit 
 
The I-495/American Legion Bridge Transit and TDM Study 
is being conducted jointly by the Virginia Department of 
Rail and Public Transit  (DRPT) and the Maryland Transit 
Administration. VDOT supplemented those agencies’ 
outreach efforts to raise awareness of the study, 
including a slide on the study in the presentation that 
preceded the two virtual Q&A sessions held on Sept. 28 
and 30, 2020. VDOT sent three email notices about the 
Nov. 18, 2020, public information meeting  beginning on 
Nov. 6, 2020. 
 
VDOT is using the information and recommendations 
developed by the DRPT study to assess transit 
enhancements that can be implemented in the corridor. 
The Build Alternative would result in a transit 
enhancement. Express Lanes provide a dedicated running 
way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and 
toll paying vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not 



have to pay for the use of the facility. Through the use of 
dynamic tolls, desired speeds can be maintained in the 
facility. With the provision of the dedicated running way, 
transit operators are able to run transit routes that 
provide a travel time advantage to potential passengers. 
This is a condition similar to the operation that may be 
provided with the implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit 
facility. The provision of fast and reliable transit service 
serves as an incentive for drivers to shift to transit rather 
than use their automobiles. 
 
The DRPT study recommends the implementation of bus 
transit service to operate within the Express lanes. As 
indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary 
Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed 
to provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit services 
along the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This 
commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project, 
together with the existing I-495 Express Lanes, provide 
multimodal solutions to move more people through the 
corridor. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Strongly oppose 
495NextComments_Q02 : Please test and confirm air pollution being 
transmitted to the surrounding neighborhoods due to 495, in addition 
to projected pollution levels due to the expansion. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Given the global pandemic, please consider 
deferring this massive project until the economy and lives of people in 
the surrounding neighborhoods are more stable. 
Today, the sound barrier is an insufficient height at the point where 
Scotts Run stream is beneath the road. This would be a critical need for 
this portion to match the height and materials of the other stretches. 
See photo below. 
The sound barrier should be at or near the max allowed height to 
reduce sound and pollutants impact. As you can see from photos 
above, the trees act as a barrier for pollution and when removal to 
expand 495, we need the walls to be raised to have the same level of 
protection as before. 

Kali Hanna An air study was completed as part of the environmental 
document and is available on the project website.  The 
study found that the project would not cause or 
contribute to a violation of any air quality standad.  
 
A preliminary noise analysis was completed as part of the 
environmental document. Specific to the area in question, 
existing barriers on both sides of the interstate will be 
physically impacted by the project and therefore will be 
replaced as part of the project.  It is important to note 
that all proposed replacement barriers at a minimum are 
required to meet or exceed the height of the existing 
noise barriers.  During the detailed design phase, 
additional analysis will be conducted to evaluate the need 
to raise sound barrier heights at locations where noise 
impacts remain behind the replacement barrier, in 
compliance with Federal and State Noise Policy.  
 
In addition the barriers in the vicinity of the Scotts Run 
Stream consist of ground mounted and structure 



 

mounted barriers. The structure mounted would be light 
weight to reduce the loads on the structure and therefore 
will be of different material compared to the concrete 
ground mounted barriers. 



201203.
608 

Study & 
Outreach 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : Considering this project was presented to 
the court conveniently during the first peak of COVID in, what appears 
to be a blatant attempt to capitalize on a nonexistent opposition, I 
don't trust anything that's not provided by a completely unbiased 3rd 
party. 
495NextComments_Q03 : I do not believe this was done whatsoever 
with the regards to the local community or our wellbeing. Simply put, 
this isn't being done to help the community nor influence traffic. This, 
quite simply, is a cash grab; orchestrated to increase the amount of 
easy pass accessible lanes and pad the pockets of whomever owns 
them with blatant disregard to whoever's property is in their way. 

David 
Hanna 

Study & Outreach 
 
The March 12, 2020, public hearing date was scheduled 
and reserved on November 26, 2019, nearly two months 
prior to the first reported COVID-19 cases in the U.S.  The 
EA, technical reports, and draft design were made 
available two weeks prior to the state of emergency 
declaration by the Governor of Virginia. VDOT kept the 
comment period open following the postponement of the 
planned March 12 hearing, ultimately resulting in a 282-
day comment period. During this period, the project team 
continued to meet with varied project stakeholders, 
including holding two virtual Q&A sessions prior to the 
October public hearings.  
 
The environmental assessment document will be 
presented to the Federal Highway Administration, which 
will make an independent decision on the path forward 
for the project.   
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : It should not be begun until Maryland 
agrees to proceed with a new bridge and never if they continue to 
refuse to consider it. 
495NextComments_Q02 : The storm water remediations needed are 
not adequately addressed 
495NextComments_Q03 : There is no reason for it to be a private 
public project under the conditions planned which drastically over 
benefit the private partner at expense of the publics for decades. It will 
make congestion worse rather than better, especially in my 
neighborhood. 

Deborah 
Van 
Vechten 
 

P3 Projects & Tolling 
 
Public-private partnerships are designed to leverage the 
capital investment capabilities of the private industry to 
provide for an improvement in the public sector. The 
private entities are required to finance and provide 
private equity for the projects they build involving 
managed lanes. The revenue generated from those lanes 
is used to operate and maintain the facility, pay back the 
debt and equity invested in the project, and realize a 
return on their investment with remaining revenue, which 
is subject to revenue sharing with VDOT upon reaching 
certain levels.  Under the proposed agreement with 
Transurban, no public funds would be used for the 
construction of the project and tolling would be used to 
cover the costs to privately finance, construct, and 
operate / maintain the Express Lanes without public 
subsidies. 
 
In considering the feasibility of an option to deliver the 
project other than the P3 method, it is important to note 
that the estimated cost of the project – $500 million – is 



disproportionate to the entire statewide budget of $1.4 
Billion (2020) available for transportation projects across 
the rest of the Commonwealth as part of the SMART 
SCALE process.  
 
Design 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project.  
 
Stormwater management will be provided and 
constructed in accordance with VDOT and DEQ standards. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Attached please find EPA comments regarding the 495 Express Lanes 
Northern Extension Project.  If you have any questions, please contact 
me. 
Thanks, 
--------------LETTER BELOW----------------- 
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 
Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, and the Council on Environmental 
Quality regulations implementing NEPA (40 CFR 1500-1508), the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the I-495 
Express Lanes Northern Extension Project Environmental Assessment 

Timothy 
Witman 
 
U.S. EPA 
Mid-
Atlantic 
Region 3 
 
Office of 
Communiti

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT 
RECEIVED FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
INDIVIDUALS section of the public hearing page of the 
project website. 
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(EA). The proposed improvements include extending the I-495 Express 
Lanes along approximately 3 miles of I-495 from the northern terminus 
in the vicinity of the Old Dominion Drive overpass to the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway in the McLean area of Fairfax County. 
The purpose and need are to reduce congestion, provide additional 
travel choices and improve reliability. The EA evaluates a no build 
alternative and one build alternative that would consist of five 
elements including extending the I-495 Express Lanes, adding General 
Purpose (GP) auxiliary lanes, adding access to the Express Lane 
network, improving two interchanges, and reconstructing overpasses. 
Impacts in the proposed right-of-way include up to 19.9 acres of 
wetlands, 12,983 linear feet of streams, 60 acres of floodplain, 234 
acres of wildlife habitat, and 148 noise receptors. As a result of our 
review, EPA has identified the attached comments. Where possible, 
impacts to environmental and community resources associated with 
this project should be avoided and minimized as the project design 
proceeds. Thank you for providing EPA with the opportunity to review 
this project. If you have questions regarding these comments, the staff 
contact for this project is Timothy Witman. He can be reached via email 
at witman.timothy@epa.gov or by phone at 215-814-2775. 
----------------------EA COMMENTS (ATTACHMENT)------------------- 
Environmental Assessment 
Purpose and Need 
� The recent COVID-19 pandemic has created a temporary or 
potentially permanent change in the travel demand and commuting 
with increased teleworking and shifts in the ridership of mass transit. 
EPA understands there is uncertainty surrounding post- COVID-19 
travel demands and recommends that Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) continue to update and review traffic models, 
to the extent feasible, to ensure the travel demand for the selected 
alternative still exists prior to initiating construction.  
Alternatives � Concerning page 3-64, No Build Alternative: Effects to 
Natural Resources. Would the effects to the resources occur at the 
same rate should the no build alternative be selected or could the no 
build alternative slow growth/development since transportation and 
congestion could make the area less desirable? EPA recommends 
clarifying this rate of change in the EA. 
� Page 3-1 describes the northern terminus. EPA suggests providing 
additional details concerning the interface of the Northern Extension 
Project with American Legion Bridge (ALB) and any forthcoming ALB 
construction or improvements in terms of potential impacts and 
logistics with the I-495/I-270 Managed Lanes Study. Since the I-495/I-
270 Managed Lanes Study is still in the Draft EIS process and design 
drawings have not been prepared, it is important for the public to 
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understand how the projects will tie together and the potential 
impacts that may have on the built and natural environment.  
Avoidance and Minimization 
� Although the report mentions avoidance and minimization measures 
will be implemented and a CWA 404 permit will be obtained from U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) prior to work, the documentation 
provided does not demonstrate compliance with the 404(b)(1) 
guidelines regarding avoidance and minimization. To the extent 
possible, EPA suggests that additional details, examples, and potential 
design considerations be provided that demonstrate how the project 
and proposed impacts may be reduced.  
� Concerning page 3-36, please keep EPA apprised of the forthcoming 
"more detailed review" of noise barrier design selections.  
� Page 3-51 reflects that the proposed project would occur in or 
around 94.1 acres of floodplain, of which the project may impact 
approximately 60 acres. As mentioned in the EA, the calculated 
floodplain area is expected to decrease after additional floodplain 
analysis is complete. In addition, the report indicates that the Build 
Alternative is not expected to result in an adverse impact to 
floodplains. Statements from the EA do not seem to be supported by 
documentation or potential design considerations. EPA suggests that 
additional documentation be provided that supports how altering up to 
60 acres of floodplain will not have an adverse effect on the floodplain. 
� On page 3-58, approximately 70 acres of impacts are identified within 
the total 123 acres of estimated habitat for the wood turtle. This 
project could result in a loss to 57 percent of the potential wood turtle 
habitat within the study area. EPA suggests that the project consider 
further avoidance and minimization measures in wood turtle habitat to 
reduce impacts to potential wood turtle habitat.  
Wetlands and Waters of the U.S. 
� On May 8, 2020, the Norfolk District USACE published a notice 
regarding the Norfolk District Wetland Attribute Form. Given that a 
CWA 404 permit is required for this project, EPA suggests that this 
information be incorporated into the EA documentation.  
� EPA suggests that, where possible, existing culvert crossings should 
be replaced or improved for the entire length of the crossing under the 
highway and not only extended where road widening occurs. 
Improvements should include construction of bridges or oversized 
culverts with natural channel bottom designs to accommodate or 
enhance aquatic organism passage. Consideration should be given to 
both aquatic and terrestrial wildlife passage. 
� EPA recommends that the EA address how the project’s alternatives 
conform to the Chesapeake Bay Executive Order 13508. 



� EPA looks forward to the opportunity to continue to participate and 
work with you in the review and comment process as the project 
moves forward into the permitting phase with the USACE. 
Stream and Wetland Mitigation 
� Temporary impacts to resources should be thoroughly evaluated. EPA 
suggests that compensatory mitigation be considered for relocated 
streams as it will take time for the relocated streams to be restored 
and provide certain stream functions. In addition, monitoring should 
occur on all relocated streams.  
� EPA recommends that you evaluate the lack of stream credit 
availability within the watershed. The lack of credit availability in this 
watershed could indicate that stream and wetland resources are scarce 
in this area. The lack of stream resources and potential mitigation 
should be considered in the impact analyses and proposed mitigation 
ratio. In addition, the lack of stream mitigation may have a connection 
to the cumulative effects in this area from this project which could be 
high, given the apparent scarcity of resources. 
Cumulative Effects 
� On page 3-1 of the EA, the document states that “Overall Cumulative 
effects are anticipated to be low since the region is already developed, 
protected, or development is slated to continue by the encompassing 
localities.” Since the area is highly developed and the project is 
expected to enhance mobility, EPA recommends characterization of 
potential elevated environmental effects given the apparent reduced 
number of environmental resources left in the area. As proposed, this 
project could further reduce the limited number of resources in this 
area. 
� Concerning page 3-54, EPA recommends clarifying the text in the 
paragraph below the table, which indicates that approximately 186.5 
acres of habitat is maintained or disturbed and will be impacted. EPA 
suggests providing a specific breakdown of the 186.5 acres of 
maintained or disturbed habitat types as listed in the table above. 
Although these areas were previously disturbed or maintained, they 
may still provide some habitat functions. Additional information should 
be included to further document the habitat loss and considered in the 
cumulative effects. 
Water Quality/Stormwater 
� Concerning page 3-66, Floodplains, although the culverts and bridge 
may be adequately sized, EPA understands that the project could 
impact 60 acres of floodplain, which could bear a direct impact on the 
amount of flood storage capacity. EPA encourages the evaluation of 
feasible alternatives or mitigation.  
� Concerning page 3-66, Stormwater, EPA suggests the incorporation 
of stormwater management technologies into the stormwater facilities 



and project design so that they will serve to neutralize pollution 
impacts. In addition, stormwater management designs should take into 
consideration potential extreme weather events. 
� The stormwater management plan should address the proposed 
project areas as well as improvements to the existing stormwater 
management facilities along the existing roadway within the project 
limits. 
� Concerning page 3-48, EPA suggests that additional details be 
provided regarding specific spill prevention and erosion and sediment 
control procedures to be applied from 9VAC25-880. 
Children’s Environmental Health 
� Executive Order (EO) 13045 on the Protection of Children from 
Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks directs that each federal 
agency shall make it a high priority to identify and assess 
environmental health and safety risks that may disproportionately 
affect children, and shall ensure that its policies, programs, activities, 
and standards address these risks. Analysis and disclosure of these 
potential effects under NEPA is necessary because some physiological 
and behavioral traits of children render them more susceptible and 
vulnerable than adults to health and safety risks. Children may be more 
vulnerable to the toxic effects of contaminants because their bodies 
and systems are not fully developed, and their growing organs are 
more easily harmed. EPA suggests identifying areas where children 
reside or children’s facilities. The EA does not clearly describe the 
potential direct, indirect, and/or cumulative impacts of the project on 
children’s health. Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) should 
address EO 13045. Without analysis or documentation on this topic, it 
cannot be assumed that there is no potential risk associated with the 
proposed project that may adversely affect children’s health. 
Environmental Justice 
� Concerning page 3-19, EPA recommends that additional details be 
included in the EA that provide more insight on partial property 
acquisitions in the context of the greater community and, specifically, 
at-risk populations. EPA has reviewed the project study area and 
assessed it utilizing EJSCREEN. There is at least one block group in the 
study area for which one or more primary EJ indexes exceeds the 80th 
percentile (Linguistically Isolated Households, Speak Asian-Pacific 
Island Languages) in the nation. Consideration should be given as to 
how any potential adverse effects associated with the project may 
disproportionately impact these populations. EPA can provide 
assistance with research, coordination, and/or outreach concerning 
environmental justice.  
Air Quality 



� On page 3-32, EPA recommends that a citation to the entire 
transportation conformity rule (40 CFR Part 93 Subpart A) be included. 
� On page 3-32, EPA recommends that the approval date (December 
31, 2018) of the Long Range Transportation Plan from the Air Quality 
Technical Report be included. Also, it is recommended that the 
following language from the Air Quality Technical Report be added so 
that it is clear how the transportation conformity requirements of 40 
CFR 93.114 and 93.115 are met: “The analysis demonstrated that the 
incremental impact of the proposed project on mobile source 
emissions, when added to the emissions from other past, present, and 
reasonably foreseeable future actions, is in conformance with the State 
Implementation (Air Quality) Plan (SIP) and will not cause or contribute 
to a new violation, increase the frequency or severity of any violation, 
or delay timely attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards established by EPA.” 
� Please also consider including a brief explanation of how all the 
applicable transportation conformity requirements of 40 CFR 93.109 
are met. 
� The Air Quality section of the EA does not discuss short-term impacts 
of construction on air quality or mitigation measures. EPA recommends 
that a brief discussion of short-term air quality impacts from 
construction activity be included in the EA. Also, please include a 
discussion of the mitigation measures included in the Air Quality 
Technical Report as well as the commitment that all construction 
activities will be performed in accordance with VDOT Road and Bridge 
Specifications. 
Other 
� Concerning page 3-61, EPA suggests that a brief description be 
provided regarding how medium or high priority sites may be 
addressed if contamination is present onsite. � EPA suggests that the 
project team continue to work with the appropriate state and federal 
agencies regarding listed species of concern and any construction 
restrictions for aquatic, avian, or other species. 
� Concerning page 3-25, EPA recommends that additional details be 
included that provide greater context for impacts to roughly 3 acres 
within Scott's Run Nature Preserve (e.g., details about the preserve 
itself and anticipated changes). 
� Concerning page 3-58, it would be helpful to elaborate on the 
criteria, process, and outcomes that would be "considered" in 
construction impacting endangered species. 
Air Quality Technical Report 
� EPA recommends explaining that the transportation conformity 
requirements of 40 CFR Part 90 Subpart A apply to the project since it 
is located in a nonattainment area for the 2015 ozone NAAQS. Also, 



please briefly explain how the applicable transportation conformity 
requirements of 40 CFR 93.109(b) are met for the project.  
Natural Resources Technical Report 
� On page 7, under CWA 303(d), Dead Run is listed as “impaired” due 
to an impaired macroinvertebrate community and the Potomac is 
listed as impaired due to excess nutrient and sediment inputs. The 
build alternative includes the use of stormwater management features 
to minimize potential degradation of water quality due to increased 
impervious surface and drainage alteration. EPA suggests that 
stormwater Best Management Practice options be implemented not 
only to the discharge point to the impaired waters, but also in all 
discharge points and drainages to tributaries that discharge to the 
Potomac River (such as Scott’s Run) to minimize potential degradation 
and improve water quality. 
� Concerning page 12, EPA recommends that depending on the extent 
of the temporary impacts, compensatory mitigation should be 
considered if the temporary impacts will affect the functions and 
services of the stream or wetland system that may require months or 
years for restoration. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : Unnecessary construction certainly cannot 
help the environment. Paving more land at the propsed site in view of 
the limited, if any, benefit to be realised from the construction is 
irrational. 
495NextComments_Q03 : I oppose the construction plan in its entirety. 
Pouring more through a narrow funnel will merely result in overflow 
into our proximate neighborhoods. The issue that no one seems to 
want to address is the need for a connection between Maryland and 
Virginia across the Potomac farther west ( if my geography serves me) 
of Rt 495. This would alleviate much congestion on MD 270 and relieve 
the VA Rt 7 congestion for commuters between our two states farther 
outside the Capitol Beltway. Use the transportation funds where they 
will have the greatest benefit. This is an issue that has been discussed 
ad nauseum with neither side willing to take the necessary steps to 
create a meaningful solution. 

Joanne T. 
Robinson 
 

Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : See below 
495NextComments_Q03 : I am writing on behalf of the over 300 
members of the Langley Swim & Tennis Club (hereinafter “Langley 
Club”) to express our strong concerns with the 495 Express Lanes 
Northern Expansion project (hereinafter “495 Project”). The Langley 
Club does not support this project and strongly believes that this 
project will have cause substantial and irreparable economic, 
environmental and physical damage to the Langley Club and its 
surroundings. We have nine (9) major concern’s outlined below. 
1. Parking/Membership – 
a. Our Club’s membership is directly limited by the Zoning and parking 
restrictions impose upon us. 
b. As proposed, the current 495 Project will reduce the Langley Club’s 
physical land and will reduce the club’s parking from 66 to 47. This is a 
30% reduction of our parking spots. 
c. This parking reduction will result in a significant economic impact to 
our club. Less parking will directly yield to lower membership and will 
significantly impact our finances. 
d. Given the current COVID climate, with a 30% decline in our bottom-
line, we will not survive financially. 
2. Storm Water Management: 
a. As proposed, the current 495 Project will substantially increase 
storm water run-off directly into our Club. 
b. This present a major environmental and health issue to our club, our 
membership and the environment. 
c. With a 30% decline in our finances and the added cost of the storm 
water, we will not survive financially. 
d. To date, despite several meetings, VDOT has not been provided a 
final Storm Water Management Plan. 
3. Noise Impact- 
a. To date, we have had 3 meetings with VDOT and we have not been 
provided with a Noise Impact Study that has been promised. 
b. As proposed, there is a significant concern that the added noise from 
this project will directly interfere with the Operations of the Club 
particularly during sporting events such as Swimming and Tennis. 
4. Limits to Club Operations 
a. 30% decline in parking will also have substantial and irreparable 
harm to the club’s operations. 
b. Putting aside the weekly social events, held at the club, the most 
significant impact will be to Swim and Tennis Events held at the Club. 

Langley 
Swim & 
Tennis Club 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT 
RECEIVED FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
INDIVIDUALS section of the public hearing page of the 
project website. 
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c. Langley Club is a part of the Norther Virginia Swimming League 
(“NVSL”). 
d. NVSL members hosts swim meets at their respective clubs. 
e. Each season, 7-8 swimming meets are hosted at the Club, which 
occupies all of the existing 66 parking spots and an additional 40 
vehicles park along Live Oak Drive. 
f. With a 30% reduction in parking spaces and reduced shoulder on Live 
Oak Drive, it will likely be impossible to host Swimming Events at the 
Club. 
g. This will not only effect the children on the swim team but effects 
concession sales and sponsorship, which will have another substantial 
economic effect on the Club. 
5. Physical Alterations to Club 
a. As proposed, the current plan will result in the destruction and 
removal of a roundabout in center of the Club’s parking lot. This 
roundabout not only is used to direct traffic but also is the site of the 
Club’s sign. The Club spent a significant amount of money on the 
design and construction of the roundabout. 
b. Additionally, as proposed, 40-50 feet of the hill in front of the club 
will lost due to the re-alignment of Live Oak Drive. As discussed, this 
will also contribute to the increased storm water. 
6. Environmental Effect on Club 
a. As proposed, the current plan will result in a significant tree loss to 
the Club and nearby Scott’s Run Natural Preserve. 
b. To date, despite several meetings, VDOT is unable to provide the full 
environmental impact to the Club. 
c. VDOT has confirmed that no specific environment study has been 
done as it relates to the Club. 
7. Scott’s Run Natural Preserve/Potomac Heritage Trails 
a. Currently, on a daily basis- citizens park their cars in the Club’s 
parking lot to access both of these trails. 
b. With the proposed 30% reduction of parking, the Club can no longer 
accommodate daily parking by non-club users. 
c. This will result in a reduction of use and access by the public to both 
of these trails. Particularly, during COVID- the use of these trials have 
significantly increased. 
8. Congestion 
a. VDOT reports that a top goal of this project is to relieve congestion. 
b. VDOT has confirmed that Maryland has not yet committed to the 
project. 
c. Without Maryland’s commitment, congestion cannot be relieved. 
d. If this project proceeded forward without Maryland, we will be 
moving the bottle neck from Tysons to the American Legion Bridge. 



e. Currently, to avoid congestion on 495, commuters use the side roads 
around to the club to turn on Georgetown Pike. As a result, on many 
evenings, access to the Club is blocked as members cannot get to the 
Live Oak Drive bridge. 
f. Without Maryland, moving the congestion from Tysons to 
Georgetown Pike will not resolve this issue. It will make it worse. 
9. Transparency 
a. To date, we have had 3 meetings with VDOT. 
b. At each meeting, VDOT has promised transparency and to keep the 
Club informed throughout the process. But they have not. 
c. Why are we hiding the ball? Is VDOT hiding something? Is this 
project best for Northern Virginia or is this project an economic benefit 
to Transurban? 
d. We demand full disclosure. Without it we cannot have any 
constructive decisions. 
e. We do acknowledge that VDOT has be proactive to meet; however, 
candidly the meeting seem more like a check mark rather than 
constructive discussions. 
f. We hope this will change. 
I thank you for your time and commitment to the public and look 
forward to working with you to address these very important points. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Note that we have submitted the above 
comments via email on 12/3/2020 at 2:19 pm ET, but have not yet 
received a confirmation email. We had expected this at the very least. 
Also, once comments are submitted how does the submitter view the 
review status and response? 
495NextComments_Q02 : We would like to provide our concerned 
input as stakeholders in the proposed 495 Express Lanes, with specific 
attention to our property at [REMOVED]. 
Stormwater Management 
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/desig
n_plans.pdf  
Sheet No. 22RW 
Sheet No. 11RW 
The proposal seems to indicate the need for two(2) SWM areas directly 
adjacent to our property. This seems very obsessive given that they are 
located at the very top of the grade in this area. There will be runoff; 
however, directing any of that runoff along Georgetown Pike down to 
Scott’s Run will only exacerbate the flooding that already occurs at the 
intersection of Swinks Mill and Georgetown Pike. The proposed SWM 
area along Georgetown Pike and south of our property is excessive in 

Jeff & Chau 
Blair 
 
 

Responses to comments are provided in the comment 
response document and are posted on the 
495NorthernExtension.org website.   
 
Stormwater Manaagement 

Stormwater management will be provided and 
constructed in accordance with VDOT and DEQ standards.  
Project NEXT will upgrade and restore ditches and 
channels that are directly impacted by construction.  The 
project does not anticipate adding runoff to Georgetown 
Pike. 

The preliminary locations of the drainage basins along 
Georgetown Pike have been reconfigured to enhance the 
design. The preliminarily planned locations in the 
conceptual design are now along I-495 near the 
reconfigured ramps and not adjacent to the commentors’ 
property. 

Noise Analysis 

https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/design_plans.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/design_plans.pdf


the least and dangerous to additional flooding. Water at the top of the 
grade should be directed to the SWM area east of our property. 
Additionally, the proposed right of way and easements identified to 
place the SWM area along Georgetown Pike would have the following 
negative impacts: 
1. There are many trees in the area identified that are used by birds 
and other wildlife. Some of these trees are very old and we believe all 
these trees should be retained in their natural state to fully support the 
wildlife in and around the nature preserve. 
2. Deer and other animals use this area to traverse along Georgetown 
Pike having come up behind our property (to our east) and moving 
west to avoid crossing 495 and Georgetown Pike. This is a daily 
occurrence. Disturbances to this area, such as removal of the cover of 
trees would likely increase deer to attempt crossing Georgetown Pike. 
3. The trees and existing vegetation provide privacy to our property 
and removal of these trees and vegetation would severely reduce the 
privacy, particularly with the proposed walkway through this area. In 
the proposed right of way and permanent easements will give us no 
choice but to seek mitigation and damages through the cost of a 
privacy wall. 
4. We already have a mosquito issue whenever we receive rain and the 
increase of pooling in the SWM area would exacerbate this issue. Of 
course, VDOT attempts to indicate that these SWM areas do not 
increase this problem because SWM areas provide for drainage; and 
pooling will not occur. But one only needs to review the ‘drainage‘ at 
the front of our house (to our west) to know that maintenance of 
draining is not a top priority of the state or county. It should also be 
noted that the area slated for this SWM facility is already sufficiently 
sized for any runoff. There has been no flooding from this area, but 
there has been pooling and mosquitoes, and VDOT has done nothing. 
Additional pooling will occur if these SMW areas are developed and we 
will not be able to go outside for over half of the year due to the 
increase in mosquitos. Using repellent while attempting to dine 
outdoors is not an option. Additionally, this issue directly affects the 
value of our property and we will be seeking damages if the SMW 
along Georgetown Pike is constructed. 
The proposed SWM area to our east, along 495 it the more appropriate 
area to direct rainwater runoff as there little chance that this will cause 
flooding, nor will it result in significant removal of trees that would 
impact wildlife. The increased mosquitoes from this SWM area would 
likely find targets in the trees and vegetation away from our house. 
And this should provide plenty of SWM from the top of the grade. 
Additionally, the exorbitant size of the proposed SWM area, right of 
way, and permanent easement along Georgetown Pike indicate that 

ST-8 is not a receptor location but rather a noise 
monitoring/measurement location, meaning that a noise 
meter was placed in the field and noise readings were 
taken. The purpose of taking noise measurements is not 
to predict future noise levels or for noise barrier design. 
Rather, noise monitoring is completed for the purpose of 
validating the noise models to make sure that there is 
consistency between the real world measurements and 
the results from the noise model. The below text is 
included in the noise report regarding this topic: 

 Short-term noise monitoring is not a process to 
determine design year noise impacts or barrier locations. 
Short-term noise monitoring provides a level of 
consistency between what is present in real-world 
situations and how that is represented in the computer 
noise model. Short-term monitoring does not need to 
occur within every Common Noise Environment (CNE) to 
validate the computer noise model. 

 Once the noise model is validated, it is used to calculate 
future design year noise levels (year 2045 for this 
project). Specific to this area, the future noise levels were 
calculated at the receptor locations represented by sites 
G01 through G06 and X21. These receptors are 
representative of the residential homes on Linganore 
Drive. In addition, the model takes into account noise 
contributions from all roadways in the vicinity including 
the ramps.  

Impact to Habitat and Wildlife 

Construction practices would avoid the removal of 
existing vegetation to the greatest extent possible and 
include the implementation of best management 
practices for erosion and sediment control, as well as 
stormwater management, to reduce potential impacts to 
adjacent habitats and properties.  

Edge habitat along the highway in the right-of-way is 
typically poor quality due to access restrictions posed by 
the travel lanes. Increasing the width of the roadway 
corridor would not likely increase habitat fragmentation 
as forested land would not be newly separated from 
contiguous forest. A revegetation plan will be developed 



VDOT is really attempting a land-grab at our expense for future 
Georgetown Pike development. VDOT already has plenty of land along 
495 and there is no need to acquire nor further restrict the use of our 
land for this project. We are in the process of engaging property rights 
and eminent domain attorneys to make our case. 
This is with reference to: 
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf  
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_8a_preliminary_noise_tech_report_appendices_final.pdf  
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf  
The analysis shows that the closest receptor to our property was the 
receptor for ST-8, which was located at 895 Linganore Drive. This is two 
houses north of us and is located further away from I-495, the I-495 
off-ramp, and is much further away from Georgetown Pike. We do not 
believe that a proper analysis can be obtained from the single receptor 
because it does not take into account the close passage of off-ramp 
vehicles, nor the revving that occurs when these vehicles continue 
passage after having stopped that the intersection. Nor does the 
analysis show any contribution of the Georgetown Pike traffic. Since 
this project directly impacts our property we expect and require a full 
analysis. If VDOT expects to make permanent changes through the 
removal of trees and other vegetation and adding SWM facilities, we 
expect that VDOT will provide an analysis of the noise directly related 
to our property, in addition to the other properties. 
Additionally, the traffic analysis for Route 193 and Helga Place / 
Linganore Drive does not address the increased traffic and speed of the 
so-called relief provided by this project. In fact, the only relief is in 
congestion, not in the volume of traffic. In fact, the amount of traffic 
will increase at best and the noise will therefore increase due to the 
increased speed of these vehicles. We do not anticipate any real relief 
as there will continue to be traffic delays on the east side of the bridge 
because there will be no real relief for non-carpooling I-495 users. 
The microsimulations assume that the Maryland project will proceed, 
and does not include a valid COVID-19 pandemic assessment, nor does 
it anticipate the resolve of the environmentalists and new 
administration government officials that are driving forward with 
global climate change issues. We expect that these new lanes that push 
emissions higher if traffic patterns return to normal will be a cause for 
pause, particularly given a social environment in which the users of 
these new lanes will be those with the resources to do so. The projects 
as planned by both Virginia and Maryland are not socially acceptable. 

during final design to identify replacement vegetation 
locations and types where feasible following construction 

Traffic 

The improvements along Georgetown Pike include 
additional turn lanes for traffic going to Helga Place and 
Linganore Drive and facilitating the movements within the 
interchange.  The project matches the existing number of 
lanes along Georgetown Pike at Dead Run Drive.  

By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project.  

Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  

VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 

Project Transparency 

The project development process has followed all 
requirements of 23 CFR 771.111 [Early coordination, 
public involvement, and project development], 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-
vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111 
 

https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8a_preliminary_noise_tech_report_appendices_final.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8a_preliminary_noise_tech_report_appendices_final.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111


Both Virginia and Maryland are environmentally responsible, and their 
congressional representatives will be held accountable to the 
administration of environmentally friendly alternatives. 
Additionally, we continue to believe this project is being rushed 
through, like a bureaucratic bowling ball that just will not stop due to 
its inertia. It has slowed down due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, but we 
are now in the second wave of the pandemic. Also, a new, 
environmentally friendly administration is about to take office. A much 
longer pause is warranted along with better negotiation with 
Maryland. 
And finally, we are dismayed at the lack of transparency in the 
negotiation with Transurban and the lack of any real negotiation with 
Maryland. The ‘Beltway Accord’ sounds nice, but only adds express 
lanes and if Maryland does nothing on their section of I-495 and I-270 
there will be even more congestion on the Virginia side of the bridge. 
This piecemeal negotiation is detrimental to Virginia and particularly 
harmful to those living in our local area. We also would expect any final 
negotiation to be completely transparent showing all negotiation 
documents and monetary transactions before project commencement, 
during construction, and after project completion between all parties 
involved in the project. It was suggested that this would level of 
transparency might impede negotiations with Transurban. We suggest 
that lack of transparency has already impeded V-DOT’s reputation with 
its stakeholders. 
Note that we have submitted the above comments via email on 
12/3/2020 at 2:19 pm ET, but have not yet received a confirmation 
email. We had expected this at the very least. Also, once comments are 
submitted how does the submitter view the review status and 
response? 
We would like to provide our concerned input as stakeholders in the 
proposed 495 Express Lanes, with specific attention to our property at 
899 Linganore Drive. 
Stormwater Management 
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/desig
n_plans.pdf  
Sheet No. 22RW 
Sheet No. 11RW 
The proposal seems to indicate the need for two(2) SWM areas directly 
adjacent to our property. This seems very obsessive given that they are 
located at the very top of the grade in this area. There will be runoff; 
however, directing any of that runoff along Georgetown Pike down to 
Scott’s Run will only exacerbate the flooding that already occurs at the 
intersection of Swinks Mill and Georgetown Pike. The proposed SWM 
area along Georgetown Pike and south of our property is excessive in 

Negotiations with Transurban 

Because VDOT's records contain confidential valuation of 
aspects of 495 NEXT currently under negotiation, it would 
adversely affect VDOT’s bargaining position if such 
information was made public at this time. (See, Va. Code 
§ 2.2-3705.6(11)(a))  While VDOT is committed to as 
transparent of a process as possible, as stewards of the 
public, VDOT must keep those records confidential.  

Coordination with Maryland 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align the 
design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative that 
results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is a 
focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless connection 
but to also focus on efficient construction to minimize 
disruption to the traveling public. The Record of Decision 
for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in Maryland 
is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  Maryland has 
selected a Preferred Alternative that would provide the 
most seamless connection with the Virginia 495 Express 
Lanes project and has selected a project developer for 
advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed Lanes Phase 1 
project. 

 

 

https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/design_plans.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/design_plans.pdf


the least and dangerous to additional flooding. Water at the top of the 
grade should be directed to the SWM area east of our property. 
Additionally, the proposed right of way and easements identified to 
place the SWM area along Georgetown Pike would have the following 
negative impacts: 
1. There are many trees in the area identified that are used by birds 
and other wildlife. Some of these trees are very old and we believe all 
these trees should be retained in their natural state to fully support the 
wildlife in and around the nature preserve. 
2. Deer and other animals use this area to traverse along Georgetown 
Pike having come up behind our property (to our east) and moving 
west to avoid crossing 495 and Georgetown Pike. This is a daily 
occurrence. Disturbances to this area, such as removal of the cover of 
trees would likely increase deer to attempt crossing Georgetown Pike. 
3. The trees and existing vegetation provide privacy to our property 
and removal of these trees and vegetation would severely reduce the 
privacy, particularly with the proposed walkway through this area. In 
the proposed right of way and permanent easements will give us no 
choice but to seek mitigation and damages through the cost of a 
privacy wall. 
4. We already have a mosquito issue whenever we receive rain and the 
increase of pooling in the SWM area would exacerbate this issue. Of 
course, VDOT attempts to indicate that these SWM areas do not 
increase this problem because SWM areas provide for drainage; and 
pooling will not occur. But one only needs to review the ‘drainage‘ at 
the front of our house (to our west) to know that maintenance of 
draining is not a top priority of the state or county. It should also be 
noted that the area slated for this SWM facility is already sufficiently 
sized for any runoff. There has been no flooding from this area, but 
there has been pooling and mosquitoes, and VDOT has done nothing. 
Additional pooling will occur if these SMW areas are developed and we 
will not be able to go outside for over half of the year due to the 
increase in mosquitos. Using repellent while attempting to dine 
outdoors is not an option. Additionally, this issue directly affects the 
value of our property and we will be seeking damages if the SMW 
along Georgetown Pike is constructed. 
The proposed SWM area to our east, along 495 it the more appropriate 
area to direct rainwater runoff as there little chance that this will cause 
flooding, nor will it result in significant removal of trees that would 
impact wildlife. The increased mosquitoes from this SWM area would 
likely find targets in the trees and vegetation away from our house. 
And this should provide plenty of SWM from the top of the grade. 
Additionally, the exorbitant size of the proposed SWM area, right of 
way, and permanent easement along Georgetown Pike indicate that 



VDOT is really attempting a land-grab at our expense for future 
Georgetown Pike development. VDOT already has plenty of land along 
495 and there is no need to acquire nor further restrict the use of our 
land for this project. We are in the process of engaging property rights 
and eminent domain attorneys to make our case. 
This is with reference to: 
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf  
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_8a_preliminary_noise_tech_report_appendices_final.pdf  
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf  
The analysis shows that the closest receptor to our property was the 
receptor for ST-8, which was located at 895 Linganore Drive. This is two 
houses north of us and is located further away from I-495, the I-495 
off-ramp, and is much further away from Georgetown Pike. We do not 
believe that a proper analysis can be obtained from the single receptor 
because it does not take into account the close passage of off-ramp 
vehicles, nor the revving that occurs when these vehicles continue 
passage after having stopped that the intersection. Nor does the 
analysis show any contribution of the Georgetown Pike traffic. Since 
this project directly impacts our property we expect and require a full 
analysis. If VDOT expects to make permanent changes through the 
removal of trees and other vegetation and adding SWM facilities, we 
expect that VDOT will provide an analysis of the noise directly related 
to our property, in addition to the other properties. 
Additionally, the traffic analysis for Route 193 and Helga Place / 
Linganore Drive does not address the increased traffic and speed of the 
so-called relief provided by this project. In fact, the only relief is in 
congestion, not in the volume of traffic. In fact, the amount of traffic 
will increase at best and the noise will therefore increase due to the 
increased speed of these vehicles. We do not anticipate any real relief 
as there will continue to be traffic delays on the east side of the bridge 
because there will be no real relief for non-carpooling I-495 users. 
The microsimulations assume that the Maryland project will proceed, 
and does not include a valid COVID-19 pandemic assessment, nor does 
it anticipate the resolve of the environmentalists and new 
administration government officials that are driving forward with 
global climate change issues. We expect that these new lanes that push 
emissions higher if traffic patterns return to normal will be a cause for 
pause, particularly given a social environment in which the users of 
these new lanes will be those with the resources to do so. The projects 
as planned by both Virginia and Maryland are not socially acceptable. 

https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8a_preliminary_noise_tech_report_appendices_final.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8a_preliminary_noise_tech_report_appendices_final.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
https://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf


Both Virginia and Maryland are environmentally responsible, and their 
congressional representatives will be held accountable to the 
administration of environmentally friendly alternatives. 
Additionally, we continue to believe this project is being rushed 
through, like a bureaucratic bowling ball that just will not stop due to 
its inertia. It has slowed down due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, but we 
are now in the second wave of the pandemic. Also, a new, 
environmentally friendly administration is about to take office. A much 
longer pause is warranted along with better negotiation with 
Maryland. 
And finally, we are dismayed at the lack of transparency in the 
negotiation with Transurban and the lack of any real negotiation with 
Maryland. The ‘Beltway Accord’ sounds nice, but only adds express 
lanes and if Maryland does nothing on their section of I-495 and I-270 
there will be even more congestion on the Virginia side of the bridge. 
This piecemeal negotiation is detrimental to Virginia and particularly 
harmful to those living in our local area. We also would expect any final 
negotiation to be completely transparent showing all negotiation 
documents and monetary transactions before project commencement, 
during construction, and after project completion between all parties 
involved in the project. It was suggested that this would level of 
transparency might impede negotiations with Transurban. We suggest 
that lack of transparency has already impeded V-DOT’s reputation with 
its stakeholders. 
 
Note that we have submitted the above comments via email on 
12/3/2020 at 2:19 pm ET, but have not yet received a confirmation 
email. We had expected this at the very least. Also, once comments are 
submitted how does the submitter view the review status and 
response? 
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Traffic 

 

I'm writing to express my opposition to any construction at the 495 
Georgetown Pike intersection.  Planning at least should be out on hold 
until we can see what traffic patterns will be in a post Covid world.  
Traffic has not been a problem there since March.  Local companies 
and the federal government are encouraging telework like never 
before.  And if the Fairfax County public schools continue at the rapid 
decent into mediocrity that they are, no one will be paying the 
premium to live in this area.  So before you spend millions of our 
taxpayer dollars on a massive project that disrupts homes and 
parklands, wait and see if it will be necessary in a year or two.   
Thank you, 

Bonnie 
Myshrall 

Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 



COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
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Oppose,  

Traffic 

 

It is difficult to believe that a cost-benefit analysis could justify this 
extension. Taking over part of a nature preserve as well as a number of 
residences and other buildings cannot possibly be justified by the 
convenience of express lanes. This is especially so in view of the fact 
that in the post-pandemic era there likely is to be less road traffic as 
more people work from home at least several days a week. I am 
strongly against this project. 

Robert A. 
Vanderhye 

Traffic and Covid Impacts 
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
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Noise,  

Environm
ental 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : YesWithSuggestions 
495NextComments_Q01b : Consider sound walls along GW Parkway 
and also a sign with the toll amounts that is not obtrusive. I am one of 
the homeowners whose yards back up to the woods that face the GW 
Parkway. The noise from that road is already quite loud when we're in 
the yard. We also have a clear view of the roadway during the 
wintertime--and in the summer the screening provided by trees is less 
thick due to Dominion Energy cutting down trees more assiduously 
under the wires. I am concerned that with the increased usage of the 
parkway that will come from the Express Lanes being tied into it 
directly, the noise and lights will increase. 
495NextComments_Q02 : noise and lights intensity--see above 
495NextComments_Q03 : I hope the lights from the sign on the GW 
Parkway indicating prices won't be visible to homes in Langley Oaks. I 
also wonder whether a noise wall is feasible. 

Susan 
Kristol 

Noise 
 
A preliminary noise analysis was completed as part of the 
environmental document. Specific to the GW Parkway, a 
noise barrier extension was evaluated at this location. Per 
the results of the analysis the barrier extension was 
shown to be feasible but not reasonable. However, this 
area will be closely looked at again during final design. As 
the project advances to final design, a final noise study 
will be completed for the entire corridor. The anticipated 
completion date of the final noise study is late 2021. 
 
Environmental 
 
Pollution During and After Construction  
 
Information about anticipated air quality changes during 
and after construction of the I-495 NEXT project is 
documented in the I-495 Revised Air Quality Technical 
Report. 
GWMP Impacts  
 



No permanent right-of-way or permanent easements are 
proposed within the GWMP. Improvements to the 
existing roads and signs within GWMP are being 
coordinated with the National Park Service, who has 
concurred that the I-495 NEXT project would have No 
Adverse Effect on the GWMP based on the design 
currently proposed. 
 
Increased Light 
 
The I-495 NEXT project will be designed according to 
VDOT’s Lighting Design Standards and Guidelines (part of 
the VDOT Traffic Engineering Design Manual), which aim 
to reduce light pollution to the extent feasible. 
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Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit,  

Noise 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Too many impacts on neighborhoods and 
community pool. Already too much noise. MD not participating . A 
waste of money for nothing but adverse community impacts. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : Too many impacts on neighborhoods and 
community pool. Already too much noise. MD not participating . A 
waste of money for nothing but adverse community impacts. 

Jennifer 
Quinn-
Barabanov 

Noise 
 
A preliminary noise analysis was completed as part of the 
environmental document in February 2020. As the project 
progresses to final design, a final noise study will be 
completed using the updated, detailed design 
information. The anticipated completion date for this 
study is late 2021. The noise study will be completed 
following VDOT Noise Policy and the Federal Noise 
Regulation.  Noise barriers will be thouroughly evaluated 
throughout the corridor where they are shown to be 
warranted. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I am generally opposed to traffic design 
plans that benefit paying drivers at the expense of non-paying drivers. 
This seems to be one of those projects. I understand that you propose 
to increase the stuck-in-traffic travel time of persons in my 
neighborhood, who have no access to the EZ-Pass lanes, traveling from 
Georgetown Pike to the American Legion Bridge, in part by eliminating 
one free lane. That is a mistake. You wish to turn a nearly scenic 
approach to the Potomac into something like Tysons with overpasses 
and express lanes to route traffic from south of Tysons to the George 
Washington Parkway, already overloaded with traffic. This makes no 
sense. Please stop with the public-private partnerships and the 
construction of pay-only "first class" lanes, that are generally 
underused anyway, at the expense of efficient travel for the rest of us. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Robert E. 
Olsen 

P3 Projects & Tolling 
 

The existing general purpose lanes on I-495 will not be 
changed or replaced with toll lanes; the express lanes 
would be new lanes built in addition to the existing 
lanes. Federal law and regulations prohibit the 
conversion of interstates that are already free to drivers 
into tolled lane facilities.  VDOT is prohibited from tolling 
I-495 or I-395 general lanes. The only lanes that may be 
tolled are lanes that constructed as additional capacity 
and operated as HOT lanes. 
 
The benefits to the Virginia study area roadway network 
include an overall increase in person throughput 
resulting from additional capacity, providing new travel 
choices, improved arterial operations resulting from a 
shift in travel demand off of congested arterials, travel 
time reductions in the southbound direction of I-495, 
improved safety on residential streets and the general 
purpose lanes, and a decrease in traffic delays on local 
and neighborhood roads, especially at intersections. 
Although VDOT has identified potential future 
operational degradation in the northbound General 
Purpose Lanes prior to the widening of the American 
Legion Bridge, VDOT is working on development and 
evaluation of a range of mitigation options to be put in 
place until the American Legion Bridge is widened. VDOT 
also continues to work in coordination with MDOT to 
move the American Legion Bridge widening forward. 

 
Traffic 

 
1. VDOT’s analysis does show an increase in travel times 

in the northbound general purpose lanes for the 2025 
scenario prior to Maryland’s project coming online. 
However, once both projects are complete, travel 
times in the general purpose lanes are reduced in both 
directions.  

2. This project would eliminate the current use of the 
left-side shoulder lane, which was implemented as a 
transition solution for the existing express lanes 
terminis, not intended to be used as an additional 
general lane of traffic. Two managed lanes will provide 



significantly more capacity than a single part-time 
shoulder lane and do so more safely.  

3. By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and 
by providing a reliable travel option using the Express 
Lanes, drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-
through routes through neighbhorhoods. Traffic 
models project a reduction in traffic volume and a 
reduction in travel delay on the local street network, 
most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the project 
in place, even prior to the Maryland project. 
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Good afternoon, 
In connection with today’s deadline for commenting on the 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft design plans for the I-495 
Express Lanes Northern Extension project (495 NEXT), the Southern 
Environmental Law Center is resubmitting the comment letter we 
provided back in May, as well as comment letters dated June 10, 2019 
and July 11, 2018 that we provided during earlier stages of the NEPA 
process.  
We support the Northam Administration’s focus on fixing the American 
Legion Bridge and improving the Capital Beltway corridor in the vicinity 
of the bridge.  However, as noted in each of our attached comment 
letters, we believe significant enhancement of transit service must be a 
core component of these efforts.  Although we appreciate the indirect 
transit-related benefits the 495 NEXT project would provide by 
allowing transit vehicles to travel in the express lanes free of charge, 
much more must be done to advance transit directly in this area—both 
to help counter these projects’ potential to increase vehicle miles 
traveled, generate more air pollution, and spur sprawl, and to address 
some of the significant equity concerns they raise.  We once again urge 
the Commonwealth to include a substantial investment in transit 
service as part of the 495 NEXT project to increase its potential to 
advance transit in a meaningful way. 
Consistent with our comment letters, we also urge you to explore 
every opportunity to design the project to treat stormwater runoff 
from the existing portions of I-495 in addition to the new pavement 
that it will add, especially considering the project’s connection to an 
impaired segment of the Potomac River.  
And we again voice our disappointment that only one build alternative 
has been assessed in the EA despite NEPA’s requirement to consider a 
range of reasonable alternatives.  As noted in our comments, we 
understand why VDOT might be predisposed toward simply extending 
the configuration of express lanes that is currently in place to the south 
of the project area, but both NEPA and effective transportation 

Morgan 
Butler 
 
SELC 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT 
RECEIVED FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
INDIVIDUALS section of the public hearing page of the 
project website. 

 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


planning require you to consider and compare other potential 
solutions. 
Best, 
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Attached are the comments of [REMOVED] of McLean, VA on the 495 
Express Lanes Northern Extension Project. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
-----------------ATTACHED LETTER---------------------- 
[REMOVED], respectfully submit these comments on the 495Next 
project. We are residents of Treeline, a community of 23 homes 
located 
one block off of Georgetown Pike approximately halfway between the 
495 Beltway and Dolley Madison Boulevard. As such, we have a 
significant interest in the 495Next project. 
We believe that the current plans for 495Next could have significant 
adverse effects on the Treeline neighborhood and on greater McLean 
in 
general. We also believe that there are a number of important 
uncertainties and issues that require resolution and/ or further study 
and 
consideration before Virginia proceedes with the project. 
Briefly, our principal concerns at this time are as follows (additional 
detail is provided below): 
1. Proceeding with 495Next is at best premature given uncertainties 
in Maryland's commitment and plans to replace the American 
Legion Bridge and expand its 1495 lanes. Expansion ofl495 in 
Virginia without corresponding actions by Maryland will not 
improve traffic flow on the Beltway. 
2. The project threatens to substantially increase traffic congestion on 
main roads and residential side streets in McLean both during 
construction and afterwards and the adequacy of local traffic 
improvements remains uncertain and requires further 
consideration. 
a. In particular, it is important to ensure that there is no 
reduction in general use lanes during construction and that 
there continues to be reasonable and adequate access for 
Georgetown Pike from both sides of the Beltway during 
construction and afterwards. 
3. The estimates of the potential costs for Virginia and Virginia 
drivers of adding additional EZPass lanes need to be publicly 
disclosed and subject to further consideration. 
4. The existing agreement between Virginia and Transurban could 
result in unreasonably high and inequitable tolling prices and 
increased congestion on and off the Beltway, particularly during 

Tom & 
Anne Marie 
Barletta 
and Bill & 
Ginny 
Shapiro 
Thomas 
and Anne 
Marie 
Barletta,  
William 
and 
Virginia 
Shapiro 
 

P3 Projects & Tolling 
 
There are no set toll prices. Toll rates vary based on 
dynamically measured congestion to ensure a minimum 
realible travel speed (45 mph average minimum). The 
proposed Express Lanes provide an alternative travel 
option for transit buses, HOV vehicles and van pools, or 
those wishing to pay a toll, and these options are shown 
to be utilized when provided.   
 
Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project.  
 
Additional details on traffic impacts on local and 
residential streets are included in the 495 NEXT Traffic 
and Transportation Technical Report. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 



rush hours when unduly high tolls may result in sub-optimal use of 
EZPass lanes. Consideration should be given to including toll 
pricing constraints during rush hours in that agreement. 
5. Information on potential pollution and other environmental 
damage during and after construction needs to be disclosed and 
considered. 
6. Information on potential delays and disruptions of traffic and on 
adverse effects on traffic safety and quality of life in residential 
neighborhoods, both during and after construction, needs to be 
disclosed and considered. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Environmental 
 
Pollution During and After Construction  
 
Information about anticipated air quality changes during 
and after construction of the I-495 NEXT project is 
documented in the I-495 Revised Air Quality Technical 
Report. 
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The following message was sent from the 495 Next website comment 
form. 
495comments : The EA for this project is inadequate. A new study 
needs to be done for this project 

Bridget 
OToole 
 

Environmental Assessment 
 
As noted on the FHWA website 
(https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documen
tation.aspx ), “An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 
prepared for projects where it is known that the action 
will have a significant effect on the environment. An 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for actions in 
which the significance of the environmental impact is not 
clearly established.” For the I-495 NEXT project, an EA 
was prepared because the significance of the 
environmental impact was not known prior to project 
initiation. The supporting technical studies and 
documentation in the technical reports are prepared to a 
level of detail that allows FHWA to make an independent 
decision on the path forward for the project, as well as to 
assess the level of impacts associated with each resource. 
Technical studies and reports are prepared in a level of 
detail such that they may be used to support an EA or and 
EIS, regardless of the type of NEPA document. 
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. The EA was 
approved for public availability by the FHWA on February 
24, 2020. Following the Public Hearing and receipt of 
public and agency comment, VDOT is working with FHWA 
to respond to substantive public comments and complete 
any additional analyses that are deemed necessary for 
the NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will 
request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of 
these efforts do not identify any significant impacts, 
VDOT would request a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s 

https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx


selected action and document the absence of significant 
impacts. The issuance of the FONSI would complete the 
study process. On the other hand, if significant impacts 
are identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
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Dear Mr. Lerner, 
The Tysons Partnership represents a diversified mix of stakeholders in 
Tysons, Virginia as an emerging urban destination, including 
employers, residents, workers, and visitors.  As an employment center 
of over 100,000 people, Tysons is an economic powerhouse for Fairfax 
County and for the region.  Consistent with that reality, we are also a 
regional locus for commuter and other vehicular traffic. 
Like  most of the Commonwealth, commuting patterns have been 
significantly disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent rise 
in telework.  However, per VDOT’s report in September to the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board, all of Virginia began to see a 
rebound in car commutes several months into the pandemic, and that 
trend continues.   Though telework will surely play  a role in all our 
futures, Tysons is designed to be a 24-7 live work play urban center, 
where people come and go regularly, not virtually.  By 2050, Tysons is 
planned to have 100,000 residents and 200,000 employees. Those 
residents and employees, as well as tourists, shoppers, business 
travelers and others, will need flexible, reliable transportation options. 
Although the urbanizing future of Tysons is anchored by its four Silver 
Line Metro stations, the Tysons Comprehensive Plan calls for a 
multitude of transportation options to benefit both Tysons and the 
regional economy.  Tysons Partnership supports expansion of the 
transportation network and the increase in travel options that will 
result from a successful I-495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Project 
(“495 NEXT”) on the Capital Beltway between Tysons and the George 
Washington Parkway.  
These include: 
·      Express lanes that incentivize carpools, vanpools and bus ridership 
·      A three- mile shared use path connecting Tysons to local trails and 
providing more opportunities for pedestrian and cycling commutes into 
Tysons 
·      Groundwork for bus rapid transit connections between Virginia and 
Maryland. 
The Partnership asks that VDOT enable realization of the full potential 
offered by the shared use path through good wayfinding and world 
class bike/ped infrastructure .  We also encourage VDOT to dedicate 
495 NEXT toll revenue to transit. 

Sol Glasner 
President 
& CEO, 
Tysons 
Partnership 
 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT 
RECEIVED FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
INDIVIDUALS section of the public hearing page of the 
project website. 

 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


As detailed by the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors in a December 1 
letter addressed to Secretary Valentine,  completion of the managed 
lanes on the Maryland side of the Beltway is critical to the Project's 
ultimate success. Coordinated execution of construction schedules 
between Virginia and Maryland authorities is therefore imperative.  
We share the specific concerns flagged by the Fairfax Board of 
Supervisors regarding the disruptions to neighborhoods and other 
harms potentially resulting from unresolved disconnects between 
approaches and timing pursued by Maryland and those of the 
Commonwealth.  We urge VDOT to work with Fairfax County to resolve 
these concerns and to address issues such as storm water 
management, tree canopy and other environmental impacts of the 495 
NEXT project.  We applaud VDOT for all you are doing through this 
Project and in collaboration  with FCDOT aimed at  maximizing transit, 
walking and biking options. 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment.  We look forward to 
continuing our work with VDOT and with FCDOT aimed at continued 
economic growth and quality-of-life improvements through the 
creation and enhancement of effective transportation and mobility 
options. 
Sincerely, 
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I Attended your overview on this proposal on Dec, 2 -2020 and want to 
thank you for hosting it. 
I am not pleased with the idea of driving farther to get to123 in order 
to go North or South on the belt way.  
The belt way/123 junction is an issue now during rush hours and will 
only become more congested. 
With the advent of more and more corporations/companies divesting 
themselves from leasing office space or building office buildings 
because more and more of their employees are working from home 
the necessity for increased capacity is flawed. This trend will continue 
and become the norm with technology advances in the future. 
The American Legion Bridge is a big issue NOW, I believe the bridge 
should be widened first so that the toll lane which ends shortly before 
Georgetown Pike going north could be extended into MD and elevate a 
lot of the backup of the traffic. Only doing just that and nothing else 
would prove to be cost effective and save the tax payers a lot of 
money.  
Thank you for enternaining my thoiughts. 

Ted Bieniek VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I have had insufficient time to study the 
proposal fully but from what I understand it will cut off our access to 
the express lanes and even reduce the number of lanes for our use. 

Jody R Katz Design 
 
Providing direct access between Georgetown Pike and the 
Express Lanes is not under consideration at this time. 
However, the infrastructure being constructed for this 



Regional 
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This is a complex proposal and giving us a meeting with hardly any 
notice and 2 days to review during the holidays during a pandemic is 
insufficient. The priority should be on expanding lanes across the 
bridge and also adding public transit options, to serve the majority of 
people, not a few expensive lanes to serve fewer people. 
495NextComments_Q02 : Insufficient time given to assess. 
495NextComments_Q03 : I have had insufficient time to study the 
proposal fully but from what I understand it will cut off our access to 
the express lanes and even reduce the number of lanes for our use. 
This is a complex proposal and giving us a meeting with hardly any 
notice and 2 days to review during the holidays during a pandemic is 
insufficient. The priority should be on expanding lanes across the 
bridge and also adding public transit options, to serve the majority of 
people, not a few expensive lanes to serve fewer people. 

interchange will be configured to not preclude adding this 
connection in the future, if such a connection is 
advanced. With this connection, the Georgetown Pike 
users would have Express Lanes access to and from the 
south. The access between Georgetown Pike and the 
General Purpose lanes will be maintained. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
Environmental Study & Outreach 
 
Environmental Assessment 
 
As noted on the FHWA website 
(https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documen
tation.aspx ), “An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 
prepared for projects where it is known that the action 
will have a significant effect on the environment. An 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for actions in 
which the significance of the environmental impact is not 
clearly established.” For the I-495 NEXT project, an EA 
was prepared because the significance of the 
environmental impact was not known prior to project 
initiation. The supporting technical studies and 
documentation in the technical reports are prepared to a 
level of detail that allows FHWA to make an independent 
decision on the path forward for the project, as well as to 
assess the level of impacts associated with each resource. 
Technical studies and reports are prepared in a level of 

https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx


detail such that they may be used to support an EA or and 
EIS, regardless of the type of NEPA document. 
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. The EA was 
approved for public availability by the FHWA on February 
24, 2020. Following the Public Hearing and receipt of 
public and agency comment, VDOT is working with FHWA 
to respond to substantive public comments and complete 
any additional analyses that are deemed necessary for 
the NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will 
request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of 
these efforts do not identify any significant impacts, 
VDOT would request a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s 
selected action and document the absence of significant 
impacts. The issuance of the FONSI would complete the 
study process. On the other hand, if significant impacts 
are identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
 
Build Alternative 
 
VDOT, in coordination with FHWA, local governments, 
and stakeholders, identified an alternative that would 
meet the project Purpose and Need: reduce congestion, 
provide new travel choices, and improve travel reliability 
along I-495. The I-495 NEXT Build Alternative was 
identified as the only reasonable alternative to advance 
based on the Purpose and Need for the study. Two 
managed lanes in each direction would have a similar 
footprint to one managed lane because a single managed 
lane would require a wider paved left-side shoulder for 
safety concerns and emergency access. Therefore, the 
2045 Build scenario evaluated two managed lanes in each 
direction, as well as various interchange designs. Adding 
two managed lanes in each direction is also consistent 
with the typical section on the adjacent southern section 
of I-495.  
 
The I-495 NEXT Environmental Assessment (EA) identified 
one build alternative which is acceptable under FHWA’s 
Technical Advisory T 6640.8A Guidance for Preparing and 



Processing Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents 
(FHWA, 1987). These decisions were presented to state 
and federal permitting agencies through project-specific 
agency meetings and coordination as the study 
developed. Under Technical Advisory T6640.8A, it states 
that “An EA does not need to evaluate in detail all 
reasonable alternatives for the project and may be 
prepared for one or more build alternatives.” The single 
build alternative leaves ample flexibility for different 
designs to be considered if the project advances to 
permitting and more detailed phases of design following 
an FHWA NEPA decision. 
 
Public Outreach and Engagement 
 
The project development process has followed all 
requirements of 23 CFR 771.111 [Early coordination, 
public involvement, and project development], 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-
vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111  
 
VDOT has held three public meetings, two question and 
answer sessions for the general public, two public 
hearings, 23 meetings with elected officials, 109 meetings 
with stakeholders and agencies, 22 meetings with 
homeowners and business associations, and 22 one-on-
one meetings with property owners. Prior to public 
involvement meetings, VDOT advertised the meetings in 
local newspapers, as well as on social media, and project 
notification postcards were sent out in the mail to over 
eight thousand households in Fairfax County, as well as to 
citizens via mass e-mail distributions.  
 
The Public Hearings held on October 5 and 8, 2020, 
provided both in-person, as well as virtual opportunities 
for the public to engage in the process. Prior to the Public 
Hearings, VDOT held two Public Information Meetings / 
Question & Answer Sessions virtually with the public. Two 
meetings were offered to allow adequate time for 
discussion and help with any schedule conflicts. Yom 
Kippur ended at sundown on Sept. 28, prior to the start of 
the session. 
 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111


In addition, the materials have been available online and 
in hard copy in several locations since February 2020, and 
the project team has been available for questions and 
comments via phone throughout the planning and design 
process. VDOT has been proactive in its engagement with 
the public through meetings, as described above, with 
numerous local citizen groups and residential 
organizations. VDOT is continuing to meet with HOAs on a 
regular basis to provide updates and provide 
opportunities for additional input and dialogue. 
Additionally, VDOT is committed to continuing to engage 
with the community through the final design and 
construction phases. These public involvement 
opportunities exceed both FHWA and VDOT policy for this 
type of NEPA study. 
 
Promotion of the public hearings held on October 5 and 8, 
2020, exceeded guidelines in the VDOT public 
involvement policy manual and involved newspaper 
advertising, notices to agencies/government officials, 
email outreach, social media, press releases, paid 
advertising on Facebook and Instagram, and more than 
9,000 postcards mailed to residences and businesses in 
the corridor. 
Ads were placed in the following print publications on the 
dates indicated below to notify the public in advance of 
the public hearings. 
 

Publications Dates 

Connection – Fairfax 
County North edition 
(publishes Wednesdays) 

9/2, 9/16 

Washington Post  VA Local 
Living (Thursdays) 

9/3, 9/17 

 

El Tiempo Latino (Fridays) 9/4, 9/18 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : The world has changed since this project 
since it was proposed (I originally supported it). Many of the traffic 
patterns--particularly working at home, may be permanent thus 
removing the justification for the project. In addition, the project is 
unlikely to provide benefits such as helping with the back up problems 
on McLean streets if Maryland also does not make improvements, less 
likely now that Gov Hogan's plans are under attack. I do not believe 
that Virginia can promise that there will be no cost to the taxpayers. It 
would be totally naive to believe that a PPP can be relied on to bear 
the cost in this uncertain environment. The Purple line has shown the 
problem with his assumption. WE need to wait until Tysons' growth 
and traffic patterns can be ascertained after Covid is under control and 
then determine whether the benefits are still worth the cost--outlined 
in the Environmental assessment and disruption to home owners and 
McLean generally. 
495NextComments_Q02 : Needs more detail re how the project can 
deal with storm water issues which will only become more severe in a 
warming world . In addition, The environmental asssessment should 
outline the effect of the project on climate change. 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Elizabeth R 
Costle 

Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

P3 Projects & Tolling 
 
Public-private partnerships are designed to leverage the 
capital investment capabilities of the private industry to 
provide for an improvement in the public sector. The 
private entities are required to finance and provide 
private equity for the projects they build involving 
managed lanes. The revenue generated from those lanes 
is used to operate and maintain the facility, pay back the 
debt and equity invested in the project, and realize a 
return on their investment with remaining revenue, which 
is subject to revenue sharing with VDOT upon reaching 
certain levels.  Under the proposed agreement with 
Transurban, no public funds would be used for the 
project. Tolling is used to cover the costs to privately 
finance, construct, operate and maintain the Express 
Lanes without public subsidies. 
 
Environmental 
 
NEPA Process 
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. Following the 
Public Hearing and receipt of public and agency comment, 
VDOT has been working with FHWA to respond to 
substantive public comments and complete any 
additional analyses that are deemed necessary for the 



NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will request a 
NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of these efforts 
do not identify any significant impacts, VDOT would 
request a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from 
FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s selected 
action and document the absence of significant impacts. 
The issuance of the FONSI would complete the study 
process. On the other hand, if significant impacts are 
identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
 
Mitigation 
 
To reduce potential impacts to threatened and 
endangered species and their respective habitats, efforts 
to minimize the construction footprint would be 
considered. Construction practices would avoid the 
removal of existing vegetation to the greatest extent 
possible and include the implementation of best 
management practices for erosion and sediment control, 
as well as stormwater management, to reduce potential 
impacts to adjacent habitats and properties.  
 
Section 3.15.2 of the EA states “There would be 
approximately 118 acres of tree clearing associated with 
the construction of the project due to the widening of the 
roadway, ramps and interchange re-configurations, noise 
walls, stormwater management facilities, and all other 
appurtenant structures.” Habitat that would be affected 
by the project is primarily edge habitat along the highway 
in the right-of-way, in interchange loops, and the area in 
the median. Culverts connecting streams under roadways 
offer limited passage, and the habitat fragments result in 
low quality edge habitat. Habitat in these areas also is 
typically poor quality due to access restrictions posed by 
the travel lanes. Increasing the width of the roadway 
corridor would not likely increase habitat fragmentation 
as forested land would not be newly separated from 
contiguous forest. A revegetation plan will be developed 
during final design to identify replacement vegetation 
locations and types where feasible following construction.    
 
Stormwater Management 



 
I-495 NEXT is required to comply with the administration, 
implementation, and enforcement of the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Act through permits issued by a 
Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) 
authority. In accordance with the Virginia Administrative 
Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater management 
infrastructure would be provided to address runoff from 
new impervious surfaces.  Water quality best 
management practices (BMP) would mitigate the nutrient 
impact from the new impervious surfaces. Water quantity 
would be addressed through the implementation of 
stormwater management facilities, adequate outfall, and 
channel and flood protection requirements. Stormwater 
management facilities would be designed to address 
runoff capacity and velocity, and receiving waters would 
be analyzed for outfall adequacy. 
 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity 
for the existing impervious area within the limits of 
disturbance are not required in accordance with I-495 
NEXT’s specific project requirements as outlined in 
9VAC25-870. Runoff for the existing impervious surface is 
being addressed through VDOT’s Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4).  
 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options 
to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
(VDEQ) to provide a holistic view of impacts to the 
surrounding properties should the project meet County 
requirements. VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that 
the impact to residences and loss of natural habitat were 
too great to follow more stringent regulations. This 
documentation has also been shared with Fairfax County. 
The current SWM approach for the I-495 NEXT project 
satisfies the requirements to the maximum extent 
practicable with the application of both onsite SWM 
facilities and nutrient credits. This approach was 
confirmed after 18 months of coordination between 
VDEQ, VDOT and Fairfax County to identify a balanced 
solution. 
 
Social Justice 
 



Communities, including low-income and minority 
populations, were considered during development of the 
EA. Additional details are in the Socioeconomic and Land 
Use Technical Report. 
 
GWMP Impacts 
 
No permanent right-of-way or permanent easements are 
proposed within the GWMP. Improvements to the 
existing roads and signs within GWMP are being 
coordinated with the National Park Service, who has 
concurred that the I-495 NEXT project would have No 
Adverse Effect on the GWMP based on the design 
currently proposed.  
 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve  
 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature 
Preserve and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a 
worst-case estimate based on the current Limits of 
Disturbance). Land that would be permanently converted 
from the Scott’s Run Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 
right-of-way and is currently wooded with no pedestrian 
or recreational use. Therefore, no changes to the current 
trail network configuration within the Preserve are 
anticipated. Minor changes in noise levels and visual 
quality could occur. Access to the Preserve would not be 
impacted by the proposed project and will remain as it 
currently exists. Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
6(f), potential replacement land has been identified at the 
corner of Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike and is 
approximately 1.48 acres in size. Currently, the parcel is 
owned by VDOT, and VDOT proposes to transfer 
ownership of the parcel to the FCPA for any use that FCPA 
deems appropriate. The process to identify and process 
the land transfer [under Section 6(f)] is on-going and will 
be completed following the NEPA decision document. 
 
Stormwater Management 
 
I-495 NEXT is required to comply with the administration, 
implementation, and enforcement of the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Act through permits issued by a 



Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) 
authority. In accordance with the Virginia Administrative 
Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater management 
infrastructure would be provided to address runoff from 
new impervious surfaces.  Water quality best 
management practices (BMP) would mitigate the nutrient 
impact from the new impervious surfaces. Water quantity 
would be addressed through the implementation of 
stormwater management facilities, adequate outfall, and 
channel and flood protection requirements. Stormwater 
management facilities would be designed to address 
runoff capacity and velocity, and receiving waters would 
be analyzed for outfall adequacy. 
 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity 
for the existing impervious area within the limits of 
disturbance are not required in accordance with I-495 
NEXT’s specific project requirements as outlined in 
9VAC25-870. Runoff for the existing impervious surface is 
being addressed through VDOT’s Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4).  
 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options 
to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
(VDEQ) to provide a holistic view of impacts to the 
surrounding properties should the project meet County 
requirements. VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that 
the impact to residences and loss of natural habitat were 
too great to follow more stringent regulations. This 
documentation has also been shared with Fairfax County. 
The current SWM approach for the I-495 NEXT project 
satisfies the requirements to the maximum extent 
practicable with the application of both onsite SWM 
facilities and nutrient credits. This approach was 
confirmed after 18 months of coordination between 
VDEQ, VDOT and Fairfax County to identify a balanced 
solution. 
 
Climate Change 
 
There are currently no explicit federal requirements 
pertaining to transportation project-related greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions, although a qualitative GHG 
assessment was completed to help support an informed 



decision. In the absence of federal requirements, VDOT is 
currently evaluating options to address GHG emissions 
and climate change impacts in environmental documents. 
Virginia’s participation in the Transportation and Climate 
Initiative may also result in future GHG emission 
reductions. Additional information is in the I-495 Revised 
Air Quality Technical Report. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : As I only learned of this project a few days 
ago, I haven't had time to study the plans in detail. However, I am 
opposed to the impacts the project will have on Scotts Run Nature 
Preserve and the nearby homeowners' properties. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Again, having only learned of this a few days 
ago I haven't had the time to do a thorough review of the plans, but I 
don't understand how this helps ease any congestion as the majority of 
the congestion in the area of the proposal seems to be as a result of 
traffic crossing the American Legion Memorial Bridge into Maryland. 
(Does anyone on the planning committee live in the area of the 
proposed project??) I don't understand how extending the express 
lanes to allow drivers to access the GW Parkway improves the situation 
in any way. Plus, these drivers already have other alternatives (I495 to 
I66 and I495 to 123) to access the parkway. I also am not supportive of 
the removal of one of the general lanes of traffic on I495 in that area or 
the removal of the express lane access ramps to/from the beltway near 
Georgetown Pike. 

Lynn 
Pfadenhau
er 

Design 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project.  
 
There will be no removal of general purpose lanes by the 
project.  
 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align the 
design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative that 
results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is a 
focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless connection 
but to also focus on efficient construction to minimize 
disruption to the traveling public. The Record of Decision 
for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in Maryland 
is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  Maryland has 
selected a Preferred Alternative that would provide the 
most seamless connection with the Virginia 495 Express 
Lanes project and has selected a project developer for 
advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed Lanes Phase 1 
project. 
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Dear Friends: 
Thank you for several opportunities to supply ideas and information 
regarding the 495 NEXT project.  I support the comments of the 
Timberly South Homeowners Association and wish to add some 
information on the proposed trail associated with this project. 

Derrick A. 
Crandall 

In the development of the proposed designs, the project 
team took many different constraints and challenges into 
account in deciding to place the proposed shared use 
path on the west side of I-495 between Lewinsville Road 
and Georgetown Pike. Relocating the proposed trail to 
the east side of I-495 between Lewinsville Road and 



By way of background, I have national expertise on a variety of 
transportation matters and especially on trails, byways and 
transportation corridors in parks and other special and sensitive areas.  
My professional career has been in this field for nearly five decades, 
and it coincides with my personal priorities.  In addition to founding 
and leading a national 501c3 with a central role in the creation of the 
Recreational Trails Program and National Scenic Byways Program under 
ISTEA in 1991, I have served on numerous advisory boards and 
commissions including the President’s Commission on Americans 
Outdoors and the President’s Commission on Environmental Quality. I 
have been a resident of Timberly South since 1986. 
I strongly support expanding the network of trails nationally and in 
Fairfax County.  The rationale for trails in the 21st Century is clear and 
persuasive with benefits ranging from improved mental and physical 
health to connection with nature, from environmental contributions 
including lessened reliance on private vehicles to management of 
corridors with important wildlife benefits.  The economics are also 
sound.  Trails are a key component of the nation’s outdoor recreation 
economy, which the US Department of Commerce recently reported 
(November 2020) supports 2.1% of the nation’s Gross Output ($788B), 
provides 5.1 million jobs and has been substantially faster-growing 
than the overall economy for much of the past decade. 
But trails need to be optimized, well-planned and constructed and 
managed for safety and other key factors. 
Support for the trail proposed in the documents for 495 NEXT seems 
strong and the trail could be a major asset long term to local residents 
and visitors, but key provisions need to be reviewed.  
The first issue is the core purpose of the trail:  is it fundamentally a 
recreational or a transportation asset?  My belief is that its core 
purpose should be recreational, like other trails managed by the Fairfax 
County Park Authority, and in contrast to the trail along I-66 within the 
Beltway.  I would classify that trail as fundamentally for transportation.  
The 495 NEXT trail does not have an appropriate southern terminus – 
nor does it provide connection to – retail or commercial centers.  Both 
of these issues are addressed in the county’s Trail Strategy Plan. The 
proposed trail does conform to Fairfax County’s primary emphasis in its 
334-mile trails system:  Trails in Stream Valley Parks.  Scotts Run is a 
legitimate candidate for addition to this system.  That requires careful 
consideration of an alternative siting for the proposed trail – on the 
eastern side of the 495 NEXT project, and coordination with efforts to 
assure environmental safeguards for Scotts Run.  
I believe that there is clear synergy between the environmental 
safeguards for Scotts Run and an enhanced recreational trail 
experience.  While recognizing the added challenge of placing a trail in 

Georgetown Pike would not be recommended for the 
following reasons: 
• A conservation easement owned by the Preserve at 

Scotts Run is located on the east side of I-495. A 
shared use path constructed on the east side of I-495 
would be anticipated to increase the project’s 
proposed impacts to the conservation easement. 

• The topography on the east side of I-495 is generally 
steeper with rougher terrain. This environment 
would make construction of the trail more difficult 
and costly and also increase the overall footprint of 
the trail. 

• A shared use path on either side of I-495 would still 
provide connections to adjacent sidewalks and trails. 
Relocating the path to the east side would not 
provide a benefit of access to additional bicycle and 
pedestrian connections. 

• Private residential properties along I-495 are 
generally closer to the I-495 corridor on the east side, 
especially between Old Dominion Drive and 
Georgetown Pike. The McLean Presbyterian Church is 
also located along this segment adjacent to I-495. 
Due to the closer proximity of these properties to I-
495 as compared to the properties on the west side, 
impacts to properties are anticipated to be greater if 
the path would be placed on the east side. 

 
The relocation of the proposed shared use path to the 
east side of I-495 is anticipated to increase the project’s 
impacts to the natural environment, a conservation 
easement, and properties. It is also anticipated to be 
more difficult to construct and result in a higher cost and 
larger footprint due to the topography east of I-495. 
Based on these disadvantages to relocating the proposed 
shared use path to the east side of I-495 and the relative 
fewer number of benefits associated with relocating the 
shared use path, it is recommended that the proposed 
shared use path remain on the west side of I-495, behind 
the proposed noise barriers. 



a sensitive corridor, I assert that the nation has extensive experience in 
doing just that as a way to make trail use more beneficial and 
enjoyable.  Local trails like the Mount Vernon Trail demonstrate the 
kind of outcome I advocate. 
There is inadequate documentation of consideration of the east-side 
siting in the decision document, especially when the eastside/Scotts 
Run routing is highlighted in the Countywide Trail Plan at 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-
development/files/assets/documents/maps/trails-plan-map.pdf. 
In addition to core purpose and benefits, there are other 
considerations for the trail.  The proposed configuration places the trail 
has a southern terminus which will create safety issues and 
significantly impact the Timberly South community. It is likely that a 
completed trail will attract hikers and bikers who will need to park 
nearby for access.  The Lewinsville/Timberly intersection is poorly 
equipped to serve this user base.  Visibility, a steep downward incline 
eastbound which results in virtually 100% of traffic exceeding the 
posted speed limit and other factors are serious concerns already.  
Aesthetic impacts to an established, cohesive community are also a 
legitimate concern. 
In discussions last night, I was pleased to hear VDOT express 
appreciation for other Timberly South community concerns, including 
inappropriate use of the trail (including use of motorized devices), 
access from the trail corridor into the property of individuals and TSHA, 
maintenance of the trail (from litter to graffiti to trail surface).  This is a 
legitimate concern based upon challenges the local park authority has 
in managing its current trail system, and a pattern of not relying upon 
available resources.  I reported during a call with VDOT last night that 
the FHWA Recreational Trails Program (RTP)has provided over $2.2B in 
funding for trails since 1993.  More than 30,000 trail projects have 
been aided nationally via RTP, including approximately 350 in Virginia.  
Funding is available for corridor acquisition, trail construction, trail 
maintenance and operation, auxiliary facilities like trailheads and more. 
Even more importantly, the RTP encourages partnerships in trails, 
including enthusiast groups and local businesses, which support the 
overall quality of the trails through a leveraging of state/federal funds 
and greatly expanded constituency support. Virtually all northern 
Virginia jurisdiction except Fairfax County have utilized this funding. 
While this is not VDOT’s responsibility, VDOT (which actually receives 
the funds apportioned by FHWA to Virginia annually) can and should 
encourage Fairfax County to take seriously its role of managing any 
trail resulting from 495 NEXT. 
As an aside, the RTP will almost certainly be a component of the next 
national surface transportation act.  Work to date on this next multi-

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/assets/documents/maps/trails-plan-map.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/assets/documents/maps/trails-plan-map.pdf


year legislation in the house would increase funding by 75% and recent 
Senate action prompted a review of non-highway recreational fuel use 
by USDOT,  The study concluded that the RTP currently benefits from 
less than 30% of these funds, despite clear Congressional intent to 
utilize this money for trails when Congress created the program in 
1991.  Two infographics on RTP are included to explain this program 
and its application to this opportunity. 
My career began with efforts involving the National Environmental 
Policy Act and roadways in sensitive areas – including the classic case in 
New Hampshire involving I-93 and the Old Man of the Mountain.  
While minor in comparison, 495 NEXT does seem to ignore important 
considerations involving the proposed trail including the logic of two 
east/west crossings of the Beltway under the current configuration – at 
Lewinsville Road and Georgetown Pike.  In addition to the crossings, 
the current proposal would seem to impact a larger number of homes 
and at closer distances than an eastern alternative (see attached map) 
and ignores other considerations, including: 
An existing easement acquired by FCPA within the Preserve at Scotts 
Run Homeowners Association of at least 3,061 linear feet; 
A 7.69-acre parcel of land now owned by the Northern Virginia 
Conservation Trust which could be incorporated into improvement 
planning for Scotts Run; and 
Access to disturbed and under used sites along Lewinsville Road on 
both sides of Scotts Run Road (including the former Peter Piper 
Preschool parking/drop off area).  This could provide at least limited 
parking and safe drop-offs to the proposed trail. 
Finally, I want to commend the VDOT team for comments during a 
session last evening (December 3 via Google Meet) on its willingness to 
consider important issues including a fence to protect the safety and 
rights of both TSHA and individual owners.  Our community was 
subject to Beltway-related thefts in the 1980s and 1990s and VDOT 
must take actions to provide some level of protection from enhanced 
public access to our backyards if the trail is constructed along the 
proposed route.  
In closing, I offer to assist VDOT in evaluating best practices for trails 
that could be applied to this important opportunity.  As the Co-Chair of 
the nation’s premier organization of trail advocacy and related 
organizations, the Coalition for Recreational Trails, I can access 
expertise from more than 35 organizations ranging from the bicycle to 
rail trail to equestrian interests as well as the expertise of professional 
trail builders nationally. 
Thank you. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I OPPOSE THE CURRENT PLAN. This plan is 
severely flawed. Not before Maryland, it increases traffic and harms 
VA. We must have a Alternative Build Options, a full Environmental 
Impact Study, a P3 High Level Public Benefit Study, Traffic Studies that 
reflect Post-Covid realities, 
495NextComments_Q02 : The EA is severely flawed. No mitigation plan 
+ only 20% can be mitigated requires a full Environmental Impact 
Study. Environment, water, noise, air, health, the Potomac Watershed, 
Cultural, Historic, Social harms are everywhere. There are No Build 
Alternatives. 
495NextComments_Q03 : The design is severely flawed. It's based on 
old traffic studies, not current conditions, and is based on the ALMB 
having already been built. Traffic is worse. Flyovers to the at full-
capacity GWP is not necessary. The bottleneck at the Bridge is moved, 
not solved. 

Liam Butler Traffic 
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

Study & Outreach 
 
Environmental Assessment 
 
As noted on the FHWA website 
(https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documen
tation.aspx ), “An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 
prepared for projects where it is known that the action 
will have a significant effect on the environment. An 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for actions in 

https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx


which the significance of the environmental impact is not 
clearly established.” For the I-495 NEXT project, an EA 
was prepared because the significance of the 
environmental impact was not known prior to project 
initiation. The supporting technical studies and 
documentation in the technical reports are prepared to a 
level of detail that allows FHWA to make an independent 
decision on the path forward for the project, as well as to 
assess the level of impacts associated with each resource. 
Technical studies and reports are prepared in a level of 
detail such that they may be used to support an EA or and 
EIS, regardless of the type of NEPA document. 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. The EA was 
approved for public availability by the FHWA on February 
24, 2020. Following the Public Hearing and receipt of 
public and agency comment, VDOT is working with FHWA 
to respond to substantive public comments and complete 
any additional analyses that are deemed necessary for 
the NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will 
request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of 
these efforts do not identify any significant impacts, 
VDOT would request a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s 
selected action and document the absence of significant 
impacts. The issuance of the FONSI would complete the 
study process. On the other hand, if significant impacts 
are identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
 
Build Alternative 
 
VDOT, in coordination with FHWA, local governments, 
and stakeholders, identified an alternative that would 
meet the project Purpose and Need: reduce congestion, 
provide new travel choices, and improve travel reliability 
along I-495. The I-495 NEXT Build Alternative was 
identified as the only reasonable alternative to advance 
based on the Purpose and Need for the study. Two 
managed lanes in each direction would have a similar 
footprint to one managed lane because a single managed 
lane would require a wider paved left-side shoulder for 
safety concerns and emergency access. Therefore, the 



2045 Build scenario evaluated two managed lanes in each 
direction, as well as various interchange designs. Adding 
two managed lanes in each direction is also consistent 
with the typical section on the adjacent southern section 
of I-495.  
 
The I-495 NEXT Environmental Assessment (EA) identified 
one build alternative which is acceptable under FHWA’s 
Technical Advisory T 6640.8A Guidance for Preparing and 
Processing Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents 
(FHWA, 1987). These decisions were presented to state 
and federal permitting agencies through project-specific 
agency meetings and coordination as the study 
developed. Under Technical Advisory T6640.8A, it states 
that “An EA does not need to evaluate in detail all 
reasonable alternatives for the project and may be 
prepared for one or more build alternatives.” The single 
build alternative leaves ample flexibility for different 
designs to be considered if the project advances to 
permitting and more detailed phases of design following 
an FHWA NEPA decision. 
 
Public Outreach and Engagement 
 
The project development process has followed all 
requirements of 23 CFR 771.111 [Early coordination, 
public involvement, and project development], 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-
vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111  
 
VDOT has held three public meetings, two question and 
answer sessions for the general public, two public 
hearings, 23 meetings with elected officials, 109 meetings 
with stakeholders and agencies, 22 meetings with 
homeowners and business associations, and 22 one-on-
one meetings with property owners. Prior to public 
involvement meetings, VDOT advertised the meetings in 
local newspapers, as well as on social media, and project 
notification postcards were sent out in the mail to over 
eight thousand households in Fairfax County, as well as to 
citizens via mass e-mail distributions.  
 
The Public Hearings held on October 5 and 8, 2020, 
provided both in-person, as well as virtual opportunities 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111


for the public to engage in the process. Prior to the Public 
Hearings, VDOT held two Public Information Meetings / 
Question & Answer Sessions virtually with the public. Two 
meetings were offered to allow adequate time for 
discussion and help with any schedule conflicts. Yom 
Kippur ended at sundown on Sept. 28, prior to the start of 
the session. 
 
In addition, the materials have been available online and 
in hard copy in several locations since February 2020, and 
the project team has been available for questions and 
comments via phone throughout the planning and design 
process. VDOT has been proactive in its engagement with 
the public through meetings, as described above, with 
numerous local citizen groups and residential 
organizations. VDOT is continuing to meet with HOAs on a 
regular basis to provide updates and provide 
opportunities for additional input and dialogue. 
Additionally, VDOT is committed to continuing to engage 
with the community through the final design and 
construction phases. These public involvement 
opportunities exceed both FHWA and VDOT policy for this 
type of NEPA study. 
 
Promotion of the public hearings held on October 5 and 8, 
2020, exceeded guidelines in the VDOT public 
involvement policy manual and involved newspaper 
advertising, notices to agencies/government officials, 
email outreach, social media, press releases, paid 
advertising on Facebook and Instagram, and more than 
9,000 postcards mailed to residences and businesses in 
the corridor. 
Ads were placed in the following print publications on the 
dates indicated below to notify the public in advance of 
the public hearings. 
 

Publications Dates 

Connection – Fairfax 
County North edition 
(publishes Wednesdays) 

9/2, 9/16 



Washington Post  VA Local 
Living (Thursdays) 

9/3, 9/17 

 

El Tiempo Latino (Fridays) 9/4, 9/18 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_email : 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : I'm against the construction. 
495NextComments_Q03 : I'm against the construction. 

Lisa Smith Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : This project makes no sense before 
Maryland commits and provides a design, particularly in a global 
pandemic. VDOT has also stonewalled the public on key documents 
and studies and likely circumvented the laws and regulations by using 
the ARCA contract to avoid a full environmental impact statement and 
cram this contract through with woefully inadequate public meetings, 
discourse and disclosure. The right of way under the ARCA ends at Old 
Dominion Drive and so a new P3 study should have ben done to 
analyze this concrete monstrosity of a design, particularly because the 
financial of the toll lane project up to this pint has been a failure and 
the contractor is publicly looking to sell its interests to third parties. 
Someone will undoubtedly will file for a Temporary Restraining 
Order/Preliminary Injunction based on this record so why ram this 
through now? 
495NextComments_Q02 : Totally inadequate. First, the "current 
conditions" are no longer relevant since the pandemic. It's like an 
engineering report on Louisiana levies the day before Katrina. Second, 
VDOT stubbornly refuses to consider anything but it's proposed Build 
or No Build choices which defies agency requests for other options, 
ignores mass transit and clearly inadequate under NEPA. Third, the 
environmental mitigation is inadequate. No storm water management 
plan despite dropping all that concrete with runoff. The total dismissal 
of social justice considerations is also appalling for a project designed 
to drive travelers into expensive toll lanes many can't afford. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Disaster. Massive concrete. Flyover ramps 
destroying the environment and aesthetic beauty of GW Parkway, 
Scott's Run etc. And to push through this design before a design from 
Maryland will not force Maryland's hand, as some arrogant officials 

Paul Butler Traffic 
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 



have said (as if they can tell Maryland citizens and the Maryland 
legislature what to do) but likely incompatible with Maryland plans on 
teh table turning the American Legion Bridge into a Rube Goldberg 
contraption 

495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
P3 Projects & Tolling 
 
The 495 NEXT Project is being developed as a 
Concessionaire Project Enhancement in accordance with 
the existing 495 Amended and Restated Comprehensive 
Agreement (the "ARCA") signed between VDOT and 
Capital Beltway Express, LLC (CBE). The ARCA, executed 
pursuant to the Public-Private Transportation Act of 1995, 
as amended (“PPTA”), provides for project enhancements 
and the process to carry forward such enhancements, as 
the 495 NEXT Project.  
  
VDOT and Transurban are free to modify the existing 495 
ARCA, by mutual agreement, to include the 495 NEXT 
enhancements, and that the 495 NEXT project need not 
be undertaken as a standalone project. It is well-
established that, under the common law of Virginia, a 
written contract may be modified by express mutual 
agreement. See, e.g., Amchem Prods., Inc. v. Asbestos 
Cases Plaintiffs, 563 S.E.2d 739, 743—44 (Va. 2002).  
Furthermore, the 495 ARCA was awarded under the 
Public-Private Transportation Act of 1995 (“PPTA”), and 
the PPTA clearly anticipates contract modifications. For 
example, the PPTA includes a provision requiring 
mutually-agreed contract modifications to be 
memorialized in a written agreement. In addition, the 
language of the 495 ARCA plainly contemplates 



subsequent amendments and/or modifications, including 
modifications that extend the 495 HOT Lanes. Because 
changes to the original 495 project are anticipated both 
by the underlying ARCA and the PPTA, and because 
parties are free to modify existing contracts by express 
mutual agreement, VDOT and Transurban may make the 
modifications of the 495 HOT Lanes to include 495 NEXT 
through a contract modification, and without going 
through a competitive procurement process.   
 
Environmental Study & Outreach 
 
Environmental Assessment 
 
As noted on the FHWA website 
(https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documen
tation.aspx ), “An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 
prepared for projects where it is known that the action 
will have a significant effect on the environment. An 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for actions in 
which the significance of the environmental impact is not 
clearly established.” For the I-495 NEXT project, an EA 
was prepared because the significance of the 
environmental impact was not known prior to project 
initiation. The supporting technical studies and 
documentation in the technical reports are prepared to a 
level of detail that allows FHWA to make an independent 
decision on the path forward for the project, as well as to 
assess the level of impacts associated with each resource. 
Technical studies and reports are prepared in a level of 
detail such that they may be used to support an EA or and 
EIS, regardless of the type of NEPA document. 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. The EA was 
approved for public availability by the FHWA on February 
24, 2020. Following the Public Hearing and receipt of 
public and agency comment, VDOT is working with FHWA 
to respond to substantive public comments and complete 
any additional analyses that are deemed necessary for 
the NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will 
request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of 
these efforts do not identify any significant impacts, 
VDOT would request a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s 

https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx


selected action and document the absence of significant 
impacts. The issuance of the FONSI would complete the 
study process. On the other hand, if significant impacts 
are identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
 
Build Alternative 
 
VDOT, in coordination with FHWA, local governments, 
and stakeholders, identified an alternative that would 
meet the project Purpose and Need: reduce congestion, 
provide new travel choices, and improve travel reliability 
along I-495. The I-495 NEXT Build Alternative was 
identified as the only reasonable alternative to advance 
based on the Purpose and Need for the study. Two 
managed lanes in each direction would have a similar 
footprint to one managed lane because a single managed 
lane would require a wider paved left-side shoulder for 
safety concerns and emergency access. Therefore, the 
2045 Build scenario evaluated two managed lanes in each 
direction, as well as various interchange designs. Adding 
two managed lanes in each direction is also consistent 
with the typical section on the adjacent southern section 
of I-495.  
 
The I-495 NEXT Environmental Assessment (EA) identified 
one build alternative which is acceptable under FHWA’s 
Technical Advisory T 6640.8A Guidance for Preparing and 
Processing Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents 
(FHWA, 1987). These decisions were presented to state 
and federal permitting agencies through project-specific 
agency meetings and coordination as the study 
developed. Under Technical Advisory T6640.8A, it states 
that “An EA does not need to evaluate in detail all 
reasonable alternatives for the project and may be 
prepared for one or more build alternatives.” The single 
build alternative leaves ample flexibility for different 
designs to be considered if the project advances to 
permitting and more detailed phases of design following 
an FHWA NEPA decision. 
 
Public Outreach and Engagement 
 



The project development process has followed all 
requirements of 23 CFR 771.111 [Early coordination, 
public involvement, and project development], 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-
vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111  
 
VDOT has held three public meetings, two question and 
answer sessions for the general public, two public 
hearings, 23 meetings with elected officials, 109 meetings 
with stakeholders and agencies, 22 meetings with 
homeowners and business associations, and 22 one-on-
one meetings with property owners. Prior to public 
involvement meetings, VDOT advertised the meetings in 
local newspapers, as well as on social media, and project 
notification postcards were sent out in the mail to over 
eight thousand households in Fairfax County, as well as to 
citizens via mass e-mail distributions.  
 
The Public Hearings held on October 5 and 8, 2020, 
provided both in-person, as well as virtual opportunities 
for the public to engage in the process. Prior to the Public 
Hearings, VDOT held two Public Information Meetings / 
Question & Answer Sessions virtually with the public. Two 
meetings were offered to allow adequate time for 
discussion and help with any schedule conflicts. Yom 
Kippur ended at sundown on Sept. 28, prior to the start of 
the session. 
 
In addition, the materials have been available online and 
in hard copy in several locations since February 2020, and 
the project team has been available for questions and 
comments via phone throughout the planning and design 
process. VDOT has been proactive in its engagement with 
the public through meetings, as described above, with 
numerous local citizen groups and residential 
organizations. VDOT is continuing to meet with HOAs on a 
regular basis to provide updates and provide 
opportunities for additional input and dialogue. 
Additionally, VDOT is committed to continuing to engage 
with the community through the final design and 
construction phases. These public involvement 
opportunities exceed both FHWA and VDOT policy for this 
type of NEPA study. 
 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111


Promotion of the public hearings held on October 5 and 8, 
2020, exceeded guidelines in the VDOT public 
involvement policy manual and involved newspaper 
advertising, notices to agencies/government officials, 
email outreach, social media, press releases, paid 
advertising on Facebook and Instagram, and more than 
9,000 postcards mailed to residences and businesses in 
the corridor. 
Ads were placed in the following print publications on the 
dates indicated below to notify the public in advance of 
the public hearings. 
 

Publications Dates 

Connection – Fairfax 
County North edition 
(publishes Wednesdays) 

9/2, 9/16 

Washington Post  VA Local 
Living (Thursdays) 

9/3, 9/17 

 

El Tiempo Latino (Fridays) 9/4, 9/18 

 
Environmental 
 
NEPA Process 
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. Following the 
Public Hearing and receipt of public and agency comment, 
VDOT has been working with FHWA to respond to 
substantive public comments and complete any 
additional analyses that are deemed necessary for the 
NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will request a 
NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of these efforts 
do not identify any significant impacts, VDOT would 
request a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from 
FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s selected 
action and document the absence of significant impacts. 
The issuance of the FONSI would complete the study 
process. On the other hand, if significant impacts are 



identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
 
Mitigation 
 
To reduce potential impacts to threatened and 
endangered species and their respective habitats, efforts 
to minimize the construction footprint would be 
considered. Construction practices would avoid the 
removal of existing vegetation to the greatest extent 
possible and include the implementation of best 
management practices for erosion and sediment control, 
as well as stormwater management, to reduce potential 
impacts to adjacent habitats and properties.  
 
Section 3.15.2 of the EA states “There would be 
approximately 118 acres of tree clearing associated with 
the construction of the project due to the widening of the 
roadway, ramps and interchange re-configurations, noise 
walls, stormwater management facilities, and all other 
appurtenant structures.” Habitat that would be affected 
by the project is primarily edge habitat along the highway 
in the right-of-way, in interchange loops, and the area in 
the median. Culverts connecting streams under roadways 
offer limited passage, and the habitat fragments result in 
low quality edge habitat. Habitat in these areas also is 
typically poor quality due to access restrictions posed by 
the travel lanes. Increasing the width of the roadway 
corridor would not likely increase habitat fragmentation 
as forested land would not be newly separated from 
contiguous forest. A revegetation plan will be developed 
during final design to identify replacement vegetation 
locations and types where feasible following construction.    
 
Stormwater Management 
 
I-495 NEXT is required to comply with the administration, 
implementation, and enforcement of the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Act through permits issued by a 
Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) 
authority. In accordance with the Virginia Administrative 
Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater management 
infrastructure would be provided to address runoff from 



new impervious surfaces.  Water quality best 
management practices (BMP) would mitigate the nutrient 
impact from the new impervious surfaces. Water quantity 
would be addressed through the implementation of 
stormwater management facilities, adequate outfall, and 
channel and flood protection requirements. Stormwater 
management facilities would be designed to address 
runoff capacity and velocity, and receiving waters would 
be analyzed for outfall adequacy. 
 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity 
for the existing impervious area within the limits of 
disturbance are not required in accordance with I-495 
NEXT’s specific project requirements as outlined in 
9VAC25-870. Runoff for the existing impervious surface is 
being addressed through VDOT’s Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4).  
 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options 
to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
(VDEQ) to provide a holistic view of impacts to the 
surrounding properties should the project meet County 
requirements. VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that 
the impact to residences and loss of natural habitat were 
too great to follow more stringent regulations. This 
documentation has also been shared with Fairfax County. 
The current SWM approach for the I-495 NEXT project 
satisfies the requirements to the maximum extent 
practicable with the application of both onsite SWM 
facilities and nutrient credits. This approach was 
confirmed after 18 months of coordination between 
VDEQ, VDOT and Fairfax County to identify a balanced 
solution. 
 
Social Justice 
 
Communities, including low-income and minority 
populations, were considered during development of the 
EA. Additional details are in the Socioeconomic and Land 
Use Technical Report. 
 
GWMP Impacts 
 



No permanent right-of-way or permanent easements are 
proposed within the GWMP. Improvements to the 
existing roads and signs within GWMP are being 
coordinated with the National Park Service, who has 
concurred that the I-495 NEXT project would have No 
Adverse Effect on the GWMP based on the design 
currently proposed.  
 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve  
 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature 
Preserve and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a 
worst-case estimate based on the current Limits of 
Disturbance). Land that would be permanently converted 
from the Scott’s Run Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 
right-of-way and is currently wooded with no pedestrian 
or recreational use. Therefore, no changes to the current 
trail network configuration within the Preserve are 
anticipated. Minor changes in noise levels and visual 
quality could occur. Access to the Preserve would not be 
impacted by the proposed project and will remain as it 
currently exists. Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
6(f), potential replacement land has been identified at the 
corner of Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike and is 
approximately 1.48 acres in size. Currently, the parcel is 
owned by VDOT, and VDOT proposes to transfer 
ownership of the parcel to the FCPA for any use that FCPA 
deems appropriate. The process to identify and process 
the land transfer [under Section 6(f)] is on-going and will 
be completed following the NEPA decision document. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_email : [REMOVED] 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Would desire the bridge addressed first. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Caryn 
Buddie 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 



developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I don’t this project will be helpful without 
cooperation from Maryland. It would also damage beautiful natural 
resources. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Audrey 
Murray 

Regional Transportation 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

Environmental 

As documented in the Environmental Assessment, 
impacts to the natural and human environments are 
anticipated. If, following the public hearing and comment 
response period, significant impacts are identified, FHWA 
and VDOT would need to initiate an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the environmental 
study process. On the other hand, if no significant impacts 
are identified, VDOT would request a Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would 
document FHWA’s selected action and document the 
absence of significant impacts. The issuance of the FONSI 
would complete the study process. 
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Hello, 
My name is [REMOVED] and I'm a NOVA Resident, graduate of Langley 
High School and a current Environmental Economics and Law student 
at the University of Georgia. I'm also the founder of VAParksMatter 
and the owner of the petition which has over 1,200 signatures and 
counting. I urge you to stop this project.  
495Next is not ready to be executed and is, at this point, barely 
anything more than a shot in the dark. 

Brenna 
Butler 

Comment noted. 
 



You have an entire community begging you not to move forward with 
this project that will take homes and destroy lives. Yet you insist on 
proceeding because what does one value if not money and power. 
By the time this project has any effect on the community the ones who 
are champions for it will be long gone. The future of this community 
are its young citizens and I haven't met one who is for this project. I 
have been collecting names and emails of other young members of our 
community and we are prepared to do whatever it takes to stop this 
project.  
This is a disgusting abuse of power and a glaring example of corruption. 
You are gambling with this project and when you do this  you gamble 
with our future. I will not stand for this. My generation will not pay any 
more for the debts you owe. 
You may not have been prepared for a push back on this project and 
you've done a great job hiding it from the community you're supposed 
to be protecting. But we are prepared. We're prepared to fight this 
project down to tooth and nail. I would, finally, like to offer my 
condolences because you've decided to upset a group of individuals 
ready to devote their lives to the future good of their community. If 
those we are supposed to be protected by refuse, it must be taken into 
our own hands, and that is exactly what we plan to do. 
Kindest Regards, 

201204.
634 

Oppose, 
Environm
ental 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : This environmental Assessment has NOT 
been completed to a degree in which should be and is required for a 
project as destructive and disrupting as this. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Im a resident and am the founder of VA 
parks matter and Im speaking on behalf of the young citizens that 
represent the future of McLean . I respect all the adults in this area and 
the validity of their experience, points and opinions isn’t lost on me. Its 
just hard to sit here and discuss the future of Northern VA when the 
ones making the decision may not live here in 20-30 years. Although 
I’m as enraged at this project as those who have spoken before me I 
thought instead of showing my outrage I would appeal to your sense of 
humanity instead. The People move to this area to raise their children, 
and have a safe place to walk their dogs and move here because of 
they appreciate the beauty and importance of nature. We moved here 
from Brooklyn NY to get away from the dirty, polluted, congested city. 
My parents wanted me to have a place to ride my bike, a place where I 
could walk our dogs without having to worry about getting hit by a car, 
a place where I could finally breathe. Last night my family and I sat 

Brenna 
Butler 

The project’s Environmental Assessment studies will 
gauge the environmental and other impacts of the project 
to allow Federal Highway Administration to make a 
project determination.   
 
The project design does not require demolition of any 
homes or businesses. 
 
To support the Environmental Assessment, the following 
studies have been prepared: 
• I-495 Air Quality Technical Report 
• I-495 Alternatives Development Report 
• I-495 Hazardous Materials Technical Report 
• I-495 Revised Noise Technical Report 
• I-495 Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
• I-495 Revised Indirect and Cumulative Effects Report 
• I-495 Revised Natural Resources Technical Report  
• I-495 Revised Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) Technical 

Memorandum 
• I-495 Revised Socioeconomic and Land Use Technical 

Report 
 



outside, it was just cold enough where you could see your breath and 
the sun had just set leaving that purplish color in the sky. We were just 
sitting, enjoying the peace and quite (albeit quiet for us is actually the 
faint noise of the 495 traffic that is less than .3 miles away) and we 
started to hear owls hooting back and forth. We’ve seen owls, fox, 
bats, deer, rabbits and so many other things that make this area such 
an amazing and unique place to live. Do you really want to be the ones 
responsible for taking that joy away from everyone that lives in this 
area? I’m not one for fate but outcomes can be predicted when we see 
these things happen time and time again. You’re going to spend 
millions (if not billions) of dollars trying to force YOUR solution on the 
people that aren’t educated enough on the topic. I’d like to emphasize 
that this is YOUR solution and not the solution of the people that this 
change will effect. Youre going to make your profit, cut your losses and 
leave. At the end of the day all of the residents will have to deal with 
the consequences of your decisions. And you know what they’re going 
to do? They’re going to leave. No one wants to live on the side of a 
highway. No one want to worry about flyover noise and pollution 
affecting their everyday life. People are going to flee this area before it 
catches on fire just like the West Coast. When they leave, who’s going 
to drive on your precious highways? Who’s going to pay your 
ridiculously expensive tolls and who’s going to take responsibility for all 
of the destruction you’ve caused. Whats going to happen when its too 
late to realize that the destruction you’ve caused outweighs any pro 
you could ever experience. There used to be a clock in Manhattan, it 
now is counting down the time we have left until the damage to our 
planet is irreversible. That clock now reads 7 years 27 days, 11 hours 
and 19 minutes. In 7 years 87 days and 11 hours would you like to be 
the ones responsible? I want to be able to say I did all I could for the 
planet that is literally counting on me. Traffic in this areas is an issue 
and I’m not diminishing the importance of its need to be solved. But 
we can’t rush the solution. How is this serving VDOT’s main purpose of 
quality of life? What are we doing if not serving our purpose. We can’t 
prioritize the wrongs things. Money does not matter more than people. 
A road doesn’t matter more than a forrest and one officials voice 
doesn’t matter more than the thousands voices its supposed to 
represent. 

These studies were made available to agencies and the 
public with the EA. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Any expansion should not take place until 
the bridge is widened. It should not be privatized and it should not be a 
toll. 

Carolyn 
Racich 

Traffic 
 
Regarding need for newer traffic studies, traffic volumes 
are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 levels by the 
time the project is constructed and operational. VDOT 
traffic count data shows that traffic volumes during the 
PM peak have returned to approximately 85-90% of pre-
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495NextComments_Q02 : Wasn't done properly. Too much historic 
land, environmental land and also air quality will go down significantly 
and threaten people and the environment 
495NextComments_Q03 : It's flawed. Need newer traffic studies. 

COVID volumes, and truck volumes are actually 10% 
higher or more than pre-COVID volumes. Furthermore, as 
the ALB has historically been one of the region’s worst 
bottlenecks, northbound congestion approaching the 
bridge has already been observed during the PM peak, 
including some days with spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

P3 Projects & Tolling 
 
Public-private partnerships are designed to leverage the 
capital investment capabilities of the private industry to 
provide for an improvement in the public sector. The 
private entities are required to finance and provide 
private equity for the projects they build involving 
managed lanes. The revenue generated from those lanes 
is used to operate and maintain the facility, pay back the 
debt and equity invested in the project, and realize a 
return on their investment with remaining revenue, which 
is subject to revenue sharing with VDOT upon reaching 
certain levels. 
 
Environmental 
 
Historic Impacts 



 
The Build Alternative was found to have a  “No Adverse 
Effect” on historic properties, based on a determination 
made by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
(VDHR), which is the State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) for the Commonwealth of Virginia. The National 
Park Service concurred with VDHR’s determination for the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway. 
 
Environmental impacts 
 
As documented in the Environmental Assessment, 
impacts to the natural and human environments are 
anticipated. If, following the public hearing and comment 
response period, significant impacts are identified, FHWA 
and VDOT would need to initiate an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the environmental 
study process. On the other hand, if no significant impacts 
are identified, VDOT would request a Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would 
document FHWA’s selected action and document the 
absence of significant impacts. The issuance of the FONSI 
would complete the study process. 
 
Air Quality Impacts 
 
As documented in Section 3.10 of the EA and the I-495 
Revised Air Quality Technical Report, 495 NEXT project 
was assessed for potential air quality impacts and 
compliance with applicable air quality regulations and 
guidance. All models, methods/protocols and 
assumptions applied in modeling and analyses were made 
consistent with those provided or specified in the VDOT 
Resource Document. The assessment indicates that the 
project would meet all applicable NEPA air quality 
requirements and federal and state transportation 
conformity regulations. As such, the project would not 
cause or contribute to a new violation, increase the 
frequency or severity of any violation, or delay timely 
attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) established by the USEPA. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Unless Maryland agrees to widen the 
bridge, it is just going to push the congestion down but won’t change 
it. Also- there will be construction right across from my drive way, 
which is not ideal. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Julie 
Katchmir 

Regional Transportation 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

Individual Property / ROW 
 
VDOT will work to minimize impacts to adjacent 
communities during construction and address concerns 
that arise, including access to the neighborhood and 
residences. The contractor would hold Pardon Our Dust 
or other public meetings prior to major stages of 
construction to communicate with affected communities 
how the construction will proceed. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : Seriously flawed. Doesn't solve the obvious 
bottleneck. 

Jim 
Wolbarsht 
 

By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project.  
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : Huge impact on nature surrounding Mclean 
without clear benefit to ease traffic issues. 
The need is to build another bride for trucks and passing through 
interstate traffic 
495NextComments_Q03 : working with Maryland to connect the states 
via another bridge. 

Marzena 
Rongione 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 



developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Emilio & 
Ofelia 
Fernandez 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

201204.
640 

Study & 
Outreach,  

Traffic, 

P3 
Projects & 
Tolling,  

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

 

COMMENTS ON 495 EXPRESS LANES NORTHERN EXTENSION PROJECT 
(aka 495 NEXT, 495 HOT LANES EXTENTION  
I OPPOSE THE 495 EXPRESS LANES NORTHERN EXTENSION PROJECT. 
·    I oppose this project on all of its merits. 
·    I oppose the EA as entirely inadequate and reckless 
·    I oppose the Design as illogical and harmful to VA citizens 
As such, I request that the FHWY, EPA, Army Corp of Engineers, The 
Department of the Interior – National Parks deny any and all such 
permits and approvals needed until such time that ALTERNATIVE 
BUILDS are presented and re-considered under current conditions 
Additionally, I petition the Governor of Virginia, the Secretary of 
Transportation, the Attorney’s General Office, Inspector General, and 
the Office of the P3 to undertake an independent review of the project 
and the process under which it has been taken. 
The demonstrated bias of VDOT in pushing through this project is an 
appalling suppression of truth and transparency. The project as it 
stands 
·      increases traffic congestion building before Maryland 
·      devastates our environment 
·      skirts law through disingenuous trickery: “ARCA-continuation of 
past project; Stand Alone/Independent Project; Concessionaire 
Enhancement” and other such maneuvering so as not to have done a 
complete Environmental Impact Study, Visual Assessment Studies, and 
the P3 High Level Detail Screening Report and Recommendation, 
among many many other studies 
·      relies on traffic analysis that is both outdated and deceptive 
·      harms our citizens health, homes, finances 
·      fails to present alternative build options  
·      bypassed law in not receiving P3 approval prior 
·      is only 20% complete, yet is being pushed through 
·      is only now undertaking transit studies 
·      did not meet the procedural or legal level of public outreach 
·      fails to mitigate more than 80% of the damage to our area 
·      lacks storm water mitigation plans for most affected areas  
·      does not meet water quality standards 

Debra 
Butler 

P3 Projects and Tolling 
 
VDOT has determined that a study of delivery methods 
and justification of P3 delivery is not required. Upon 
further examination of the previous agreement, and in 
consultation with the Virginia Office of the Attorney 
General, VDOT concluded that the existing 495 Amended 
and Restated Comprehensive Agreement (the "ARCA"), 
executed in 2007 pursuant to the Public-Private 
Transportation Act of 1995, as amended, provides for 
project enhancements and the process to carry forward 
such enhancements, such as the 495 NEXT Project. As 
such, the 495 NEXT Project is being developed as a 
Concessionaire Project Enhancement in accordance with 
the ARCA signed between VDOT and Capital Beltway 
Express, LLC (CBE). 
 
A High Risk Screening Report and/or Detail Screening 
Report are not being prepared for the project, per the 
previous response above. The 2007 ARCA allows 
Transurban to enter into negotiations with VDOT to 
develop an extension of the express lanes between the 
current terminus and the south end of the American 
Legion Bridge, provided that VDOT and Transurban can 
reach agreement on amending the terms of the existing 
ARCA. The ARCA may be found here: 
https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf 
 
-------------------------------------------------The Virginia Office of 
the Attroney General confirmed that the project is legally 
advancing forward as a P3 Project, per above, and that 
VDOT has not “bypassed law in not receiving P3 approval 
prior,” as stated. 
 

https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf
https://www.p3virginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1.-ARCA-Execution-Copy.pdf


·      is not aligned with the approval and timing of Maryland’s 
companion project as Maryland undergoes Montgomery county, 
citizen, National Parks and Planning Commission 
·      Has falsely claimed that this will come out no costs to citizens. No 
cost except maintenance of the HOT Lanes, Tolls, Land Grabs, Cultural 
and Quality of Life, Guaranteed Minimum Profits, Lower TIFIA rates 
Far too many studies are missing studies, until they become available, 
and further public outreach and meetings are possible, the 495 Next 
Plan is insufficient to comment on, yet alone to move forward. 
·    Most critically the P3 needs to be done to demonstrate Public 
Benefit, as explained below 
·    20% design plans need to be farther along 
·    Missing/incomplete studies need to be done/presented: a 
chokepoint impact study, Visual Impact Studies (only completed for 
GWP/National Park signage), not flyovers, road/bridge movements 
along Live Oak/Scotts Run 
·    More rigorous traffic studies are needed 
o  Traffic benefits are based on Maryland having been widened 
o  Little benefit to luxury lane users only, GP see increased traffic 
congestion 
o  Studies are based on old data, not current or reflective of post-covid, 
work-from-home, decreasing DC Metro Business Office Leases 
o  Traffic studies needed to demonstrate necessity & cost/benefit of 
GWP flyover ramps (see P3 below). The chokepoint is the bridge, not 
the GWP access. These were included at the request of Maryland, not 
Virginians. Visual impact study on this is crucial to understand what this 
design means to the gateway to VA and the environment (an EIS was 
not done on this…see below) 
·    The deadline imposed by VDOT is arbitrary and capricious at best, 
suspicious at worst, and most certainly not necessary under current 
conditions. Proceeding with this timing and cost versus benefits defy 
logic. Why the deadline? Why the rush? 
·    Closing of Comment Period Sets Forward Legal Motion that for 
Contracts & Finalization. Finalization relieves Concessionaire/Design-
Build Teams from public input, and gives the permission for any/all 
design/build changes 
VDOT interchanges “ARCA” as the governing agreement or a “Stand 
Alone” Project as they deem necessary to bypass requirements, laws, 
studies, data, citizens, etc.  
·    For instance, VDOT claims that the project is continuation under the 
past project/ARCA thus circumventing the legally required P3 Study, an 
EIS, an Alternative Build, Current Condition traffic studies, required 
Public Involvement.   

VDOT and Transurban are free to modify the existing 495 
ARCA, by mutual agreement, to include the 495 NEXT 
enhancements, and that the 495 NEXT project need not 
be undertaken as a standalone project. It is well-
established that, under the common law of Virginia, a 
written contract may be modified by express mutual 
agreement. See, e.g., Amchem Prods., Inc. v. Asbestos 
Cases Plaintiffs, 563 S.E.2d 739, 743—44 (Va. 2002).  
Furthermore, the 495 ARCA was awarded under the 
Public-Private Transportation Act of 1995 (“PPTA”), and 
the PPTA clearly anticipates contract modifications. For 
example, the PPTA includes a provision requiring 
mutually-agreed contract modifications to be 
memorialized in a written agreement. In addition, the 
language of the 495 ARCA plainly contemplates 
subsequent amendments and/or modifications, including 
modifications that extend the 495 HOT Lanes. Because 
changes to the original 495 project are anticipated both 
by the underlying ARCA and the PPTA, and because 
parties are free to modify existing contracts by express 
mutual agreement, VDOT and Transurban may make the 
modifications of the 495 HOT Lanes to include 495 NEXT 
through a contract modification, and without going 
through a competitive procurement process.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



·    Simultaneously they claim that this is a “Stand Alone, Independent” 
project, are in negotiations with Transurban, and therefore do not 
need to release requested information. 
·    The Contract for 495Next is independent (as noted it is currently 
being negotiated) and as such is a stand-alone project. Transurban’s 
terminus is at Old Dominion. Additionally, the Governor’s agreement 
(announcement) began in 2019 illuminating this is a new project. 
·    New legal obligations that were meant to bring transparency and 
demonstrable public benefit, The P3 High Level Detail Screening Report 
and Recommendation, have been circumvented by VDOT by them 
attempting to convey forward the right of way that Transurban does 
not have. 
·    Construction of flyover ramps linking 495 to GWP are a stand alone, 
new project, never under the original ARCA agreement. Therefore, it 
requires an EIS and Build Alternatives. An EIS, by law when the impact 
is so significant to environment, social, historical and cannot be 
properly mitigated, and a P3 Benefits Report must be done. The 
current EA is based upon this being a continuation, not a stand alone 
project and therefore invalid. 
·    The public has been seeking this information in public meetings and 
through FOIA requests but it remains unavailable and questions 
unanswered.  How can we comment without it? 
To move forward before the State of Maryland timing, approvals and 
design plans are resolved is more than enough reason to pause. 
·    To proceed with the current VDOT design without understanding 
Maryland’s plan and if it is cohesive (i.e., rail options, etc) is a serious 
mistake and will only lead to increased traffic.  The idea that VDOT 
construction will force Maryland’s hand is entirely flawed.  Maryland is 
a separate government and community with strong interests that is 
already questioning the same designs put forth by VDOT.  
·    For example, the harsh rebukes from the Maryland General 
Assembly (letter to MDOT, 9/23/2020), Department of The Navy, the 
MD National Capital Parks and Planning Commission (see 341 
comments filed by Akin Gump,), amongst other agencies, detail 
significant reasons why Maryland may reject the privatized toll lane 
road widening project, and the legal challenges that are forthcoming. 
·    The construction disruption should Virginia begin before Maryland is 
estimated to be, at best, 6 years of construction irrespective of legal 
challenges. 
·    Many of the detailed flaws are mirrored within the Virginia project 
and are likely subject to similar challenges from Virginia residents and 
organizations. 
Current DRPT Transit Study with Maryland is currently on going…and 
should have happened before the EA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------- 
See previous response above regarding the 2007 ARCA. 
 
 



·    This Transit Study went forward without citizen input and may be 
being backed into as the 2nd Build Alternative (as required by law) that 
is lacking in both the EA and the DEIS, and as robustly asked for by EPA, 
Army Corp, Parks, Department of the Navy (MD), et. al 
·    At the Nov BOS meeting, Rob Cary stated that the I-495 NEXXT 
Study & the Transit Study were tied closely and that the I-495 NEXT 
was dependent on those conclusions…after the public hearing? 
·    Insufficient time to study and give in put on this but immediate 
indications are that it has been rushed. For example, the major bus 
line/route that VDOT presented as “transit that will move more people 
because it would go Bethesda stop at Rt. 355 (Wisconsin Ave) then to 
Tysons” is actually not in place. According to MD DEIS there is no stop 
at, or planned at, Rt. 355. 
·    Metro, Busing just announced (today) heavy cutbacks (until 2022) 
and threatens transit. Without buses, even more GP lane traffic will 
result 
There has been inadequate Public Outreach, Procedurally 
·    To date, VDOT has not met neither the Governance Document – 
Public Involvement, nor the P3 Public Involvement Manual 
·    30,000 households in Greater McLean Community, 168 HOA 
·    VDOT advises 9,000 post cards set out for Public Hearing, has had21 
individual meetings, and only begun direct outreach to impacted HOAs 
in October, after the Public Hearing 
·    Oct to date, has met with only 2 of the immediately impacted 20 
HOAs and Civic Associations 
·    Approximately only 100 citizens have attended virtually meetings 
due to lack of awareness, for example and comparison: 
·    Two virtual meetings were added September 22, for the 28th and 
30th, not meeting the criteria for proper notification and public 
transparency. One meeting was scheduled on a religious holiday 
suggesting a rush to hold these meeting before the scheduled public 
hearing 
·    5 projects that were advertised in the Local Living Section, The 
Washington Post, Thursday October 1, 2020. 
o  Loudon County Metrorail Bicycle & Pedestrian Improvements, 10/22 
information meeting 
o  Shreve Road Corridor Study, 10/7 information meeting 
o  Springvale Road Over Piney Run Bridge Replacement, 10/21 
information meeting 
o  Boundary Channel Drive at I-395 Interchange Improvements, 11/5 
design public hearing 
o  Proposed Limited Access Control Changes I-95 Express Lanes 
Fredericksburg Extension, Public Notice Willingness for Public 
Comment 

The I-66 Express Lanes Project is not comparable to I-495 
NEXT, because there was not an existing HOT lanes facility 
within I-66 outside the beltway, nor a toll concessionaire 
operating any portion of the I-66 corridor outside the 
Beltway at the time that project was initiated and 
advanced forward through procurement. 
 
 
Virginia is not responsible for the maintenance of the HOT 
Lanes. Under the existing 2007 ARCA, the 
Concenssionaire –  Capital Beltway Express, LLC – is 
responsible for all maintenance and operational costs 
associated with the Capital Beltway Express Lanes, with 
the exception of snow removal. 
 
Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project. 
 
Regarding analysis based on outdated data, traffic 
volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 levels 
by the time the project is constructed and operational. 
VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic volumes during 
the PM peak have returned to approximately 85-90% of 
pre-COVID volumes, and truck volumes are actually 10% 
higher or more than pre-COVID volumes. Furthermore, as 
the ALB has historically been one of the region’s worst 
bottlenecks, northbound congestion approaching the 
bridge has already been observed during the PM peak, 
including some days with spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
 
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 



·    The 495Next Public Hearing, the largest transportation project in a 
decade was woefully missing from key announcements 
·    May 20th 2019 meeting presented preliminary plans, a Fall meeting 
with more complete plans, studies was to be scheduled, the Fall 2019 
Public Meeting was cancel right before the election. The next action 
moved immediately to a March Public Hearing - 2 weeks before, and 
then1 week before plan changes were posted, flyover ramps, 
up/under/over 
Inability to mitigate environmental damages under the current 
plan…we need a better plan 
·    80% of the damage will have to be offset with credits 
·    No noise studies for flyovers have been undertaken 
·    MD DEIS shows greater environmental harm that the VDOT 
(inadequate) EA has shown, including cancerous silica dust that will 
poison Parks, schools, churches, residents, hikers, Langley Club, et al 
·    VDOT has stated it does not meet water quality; this is the Potomac 
Watershed 
·    Far too numerous environmental, health, social justice issues have 
been noted in BOS letter, Public Commentary, MCA Letter, among 
many others (and too numerous to include here) 
We require additional Build Alternatives 
·      Agencies and citizens have questioned why there hasn’t been a 2nd 
build alternative as mandated, and have requested such 
·      Officials have indicated that the Secretary of Transportation states 
“nothing is off the table” 
·      A true 2nd Build Alternative should be undertaken for the 
betterment of the project, and the community. 
·      Why not get it right? 
There is strong reason to question that this project has been 
undertaken procedurally as legally required 
·      The VDOT presentation from May, 2019 states that they have 
signed the agreement with Transurban to extend the 495 Express 
Lanes as a concessionaire’s enhancement under the ARCA. As noted in 
our discussion, it was determined from a number of documents that 
the legal termination point of 
·      the 2005 ARCA is at Old Dominion Drive and the ARCA says with 
respect to concessionaire’s enhancements, that they can proceed only 
in their own ROW. Therefore Transurban cannot build beyond Old 
Dominion Drive unless they do so as a stand alone project which 
initiates the need to do the High Level Screening Report to show public 
benefit, as well as an Environmental Impact Study. 
·      Since the I-66 Express Lanes Project was required to go through a 
thorough public benefit study, it is surprising that VDOT or the P3 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

Study & Outreach 
 
Environmental Assessment 
 
As noted on the FHWA website 
(https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documen
tation.aspx ), “An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 
prepared for projects where it is known that the action 
will have a significant effect on the environment. An 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for actions in 
which the significance of the environmental impact is not 
clearly established.” For the I-495 NEXT project, an EA 
was prepared because the significance of the 
environmental impact was not known prior to project 
initiation. The supporting technical studies and 
documentation in the technical reports are prepared to a 
level of detail that allows FHWA to make an independent 
decision on the path forward for the project, as well as to 
assess the level of impacts associated with each resource. 
Technical studies and reports are prepared in a level of 
detail such that they may be used to support an EA or and 
EIS, regardless of the type of NEPA document. 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. The EA was 
approved for public availability by the FHWA on February 
24, 2020. Following the Public Hearing and receipt of 
public and agency comment, VDOT is working with FHWA 
to respond to substantive public comments and complete 
any additional analyses that are deemed necessary for 
the NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will 

https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx


·      Office did not require a similar study of the original I-495 Express 
Lane Project since the I-495 NEXT project is being proposed 15 years 
after the original agreement - if only to gauge if the project had lived 
up to its financial goals 
·      for the state before embarking on the construction of the I-495 
NEXT project. To subject just a piece of the whole Virginia Beltway 
Express Lanes project to a public benefit study seems absurd when 
they should really be looking at the entirety. 
·      The original project was advertised as “no Commonwealth 
funding” as is this. 
·      The following is the financial breakdown of how the original project 
was funded. It was over 50% subsidized. And this is why questions 
should be asked about public benefit. 
o  What exactly are we paying for with the forthcoming project? In 
addition to below framework, Susan Shaw has explained that Virginia is 
responsible for the maintenance of the HOT Lanes…Transurban collects 
revenue, and Virginia citizens pay through tolls, subsidies, and taxes to 
maintain Transurban’s roads? And Transurban is utilizing the deal to 
dump their interest in 
o  $589 million in Private Activity Bonds (state funds) 
o  $589 million in TIFIA Loans (federal funds) 
o  $409 million grant from the Commonwealth of Virginia (state fund) 
o  $86 million from VDOT change-order funding (state funds) 
o  $47 million in interest income 
o  $348 million in private equity  
The 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Project should not go 
forward in its current form. 
Sincerely, 

request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of 
these efforts do not identify any significant impacts, 
VDOT would request a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s 
selected action and document the absence of significant 
impacts. The issuance of the FONSI would complete the 
study process. On the other hand, if significant impacts 
are identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
 
Build Alternative 
 
VDOT, in coordination with FHWA, local governments, 
and stakeholders, identified an alternative that would 
meet the project Purpose and Need: reduce congestion, 
provide new travel choices, and improve travel reliability 
along I-495. The I-495 NEXT Build Alternative was 
identified as the only reasonable alternative to advance 
based on the Purpose and Need for the study. Two 
managed lanes in each direction would have a similar 
footprint to one managed lane because a single managed 
lane would require a wider paved left-side shoulder for 
safety concerns and emergency access. Therefore, the 
2045 Build scenario evaluated two managed lanes in each 
direction, as well as various interchange designs. Adding 
two managed lanes in each direction is also consistent 
with the typical section on the adjacent southern section 
of I-495.  
 
The I-495 NEXT Environmental Assessment (EA) identified 
one build alternative which is acceptable under FHWA’s 
Technical Advisory T 6640.8A Guidance for Preparing and 
Processing Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents 
(FHWA, 1987). These decisions were presented to state 
and federal permitting agencies through project-specific 
agency meetings and coordination as the study 
developed. Under Technical Advisory T6640.8A, it states 
that “An EA does not need to evaluate in detail all 
reasonable alternatives for the project and may be 
prepared for one or more build alternatives.” The single 
build alternative leaves ample flexibility for different 
designs to be considered if the project advances to 



permitting and more detailed phases of design following 
an FHWA NEPA decision. 
 
Public Outreach and Engagement 
 
The project development process has followed all 
requirements of 23 CFR 771.111 [Early coordination, 
public involvement, and project development], 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-
vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111  
 
VDOT has held three public meetings, two question and 
answer sessions for the general public, two public 
hearings, 23 meetings with elected officials, 109 meetings 
with stakeholders and agencies, 22 meetings with 
homeowners and business associations, and 22 one-on-
one meetings with property owners. Prior to public 
involvement meetings, VDOT advertised the meetings in 
local newspapers, as well as on social media, and project 
notification postcards were sent out in the mail to over 
eight thousand households in Fairfax County, as well as to 
citizens via mass e-mail distributions.  
 
The Public Hearings held on October 5 and 8, 2020, 
provided both in-person, as well as virtual opportunities 
for the public to engage in the process. Prior to the Public 
Hearings, VDOT held two Public Information Meetings / 
Question & Answer Sessions virtually with the public. Two 
meetings were offered to allow adequate time for 
discussion and help with any schedule conflicts. Yom 
Kippur ended at sundown on Sept. 28, prior to the start of 
the session. 
 
In addition, the materials have been available online and 
in hard copy in several locations since February 2020, and 
the project team has been available for questions and 
comments via phone throughout the planning and design 
process. VDOT has been proactive in its engagement with 
the public through meetings, as described above, with 
numerous local citizen groups and residential 
organizations. VDOT is continuing to meet with HOAs on a 
regular basis to provide updates and provide 
opportunities for additional input and dialogue. 
Additionally, VDOT is committed to continuing to engage 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111


with the community through the final design and 
construction phases. These public involvement 
opportunities exceed both FHWA and VDOT policy for this 
type of NEPA study. 
 
Promotion of the public hearings held on October 5 and 8, 
2020, exceeded guidelines in the VDOT public 
involvement policy manual and involved newspaper 
advertising, notices to agencies/government officials, 
email outreach, social media, press releases, paid 
advertising on Facebook and Instagram, and more than 
9,000 postcards mailed to residences and businesses in 
the corridor. 
Ads were placed in the following print publications on the 
dates indicated below to notify the public in advance of 
the public hearings. 
 

Publications Dates 

Connection – Fairfax 
County North edition 
(publishes Wednesdays) 

9/2, 9/16 

Washington Post  VA Local 
Living (Thursdays) 

9/3, 9/17 

 

El Tiempo Latino (Fridays) 9/4, 9/18 

 
Public Comment Deadline 
 
The response deadline for public comments was 
consistent with federal and state requirements, and 
provided the public with 60 days to review and comment 
following the first public hearing, and 282 days following 
the release of materials to the public, prior to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
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Oppose 

 

Don't ruin McLean. Jessica 
Whitehurst  

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 
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Environm
ental 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : It would be unconscionable to destroy one 
of the last intact natural places in the DMV for a road. Devastating to 
the environment and appeal of the region. 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Helen 
Chambers 

Scott’s Run Nature Preserve 
 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature 
Preserve and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a 
worst-case estimate based on the current Limits of 
Disturbance). Land that would be permanently converted 
from the Scott’s Run Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 
right-of-way and is currently wooded with no pedestrian 
or recreational use. Therefore, no changes to the current 
trail network configuration within the Preserve are 
anticipated. Minor changes in noise levels and visual 
quality could occur. Access to the Preserve would not be 
impacted by the proposed project and will remain as it 
currently exists. Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
6(f), potential replacement land has been identified at the 
corner of Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike and is 
approximately 1.48 acres in size. Currently, the parcel is 
owned by VDOT, and VDOT proposes to transfer 
ownership of the parcel to the FCPA for any use that FCPA 
deems appropriate. The process to identify and process 
the land transfer [under Section 6(f)] is on-going and will 
be completed following the NEPA decision document. 
 
 

201204.
643 

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit,  

Environm
ental,  

Noise 

 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : This extension makes absolutely no sense 
without a commitment from MD. 
495NextComments_Q02 : There will considerable damage to Scott’s 
Run Nature Preserve, the Potomac Heritage Trail, Potomac watershed, 
and my own neighborhood. This plan does not currently mitigate these 
risks. 
495NextComments_Q03 : I am vehemently opposed to the proposed 
“GW flyovers” that will be in my front yard. The noise levels here are 
already unbearable and VDOTs studies are outdated. 
 

Kristi West Noise 
 
A preliminary noise analysis was completed as part of the 
environmental document in February 2020. As the project 
progresses to final design, a final noise study will be 
completed using the updated, detailed design 
information. The anticipated completion date for this 
study is late 2021. The noise study will be completed 
following VDOT Noise Policy and the Federal Noise 
Regulation.  Noise barriers will be thouroughly evaluated 
throughout the corridor where they are shown to be 
warranted. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 



connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
Environmental 
 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve  
 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature 
Preserve and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a 
worst-case estimate based on the current Limits of 
Disturbance). Land that would be permanently converted 
from the Scott’s Run Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 
right-of-way and is currently wooded with no pedestrian 
or recreational use. Therefore, no changes to the current 
trail network configuration within the Preserve are 
anticipated. Minor changes in noise levels and visual 
quality could occur. Access to the Preserve would not be 
impacted by the proposed project and will remain as it 
currently exists. Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
6(f), potential replacement land has been identified at the 
corner of Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike and is 
approximately 1.48 acres in size. Currently, the parcel is 
owned by VDOT, and VDOT proposes to transfer 
ownership of the parcel to the FCPA for any use that FCPA 
deems appropriate. The process to identify and process 
the land transfer [under Section 6(f)] is on-going and will 
be completed following the NEPA decision document. 
 
Potomac Heritage Trail 
 
The Potomac Heritage Trail is within the study area and 
the Limits of Disturbance (LOD), but the I-495 NEXT 
Project has been designed to avoid impacts to or use of 
the resource. 
 
Potomac Watershed  



 
The study area lies within the Middle Potomac-Catoctin 
watershed, and is within the Potomac River-Difficult Run 
subwatershed and the Potomac River-Nicholas Run-Scott 
Run subwatershed. During final design and permitting, 
the impacts to streams and wetlands would be avoided 
and minimized to the greatest extent practicable through 
strategies such as bridging, minor alignment shifts in 
localized areas to avoid lateral encroachments, and 
adjustments in construction means and methods to 
reduce the length of permanent and temporary stream 
impacts. Potential compensatory mitigation credits have 
been identified, as noted in Table 3-8 of the EA. Impacts 
and potential mitigation measures will continue to be 
refined through final design and coordination with 
permitting agencies. 

201204.
644 

Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_email : 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Alexandra 
Richmond 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

201204.
645 

Oppose,  

Environm
ental,  

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit 

I oppose this project as it’s not thought through or coordinated with 
MD and has serous EPA concerns. 

Philip 
Dunne  

Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

 
Environmental 
 
VDOT has received comments from EPA, and has 
addressed those comments where appropriate in the 
Revised EA. 



201204.
646 

Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_address : 
495NextComments_email : 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Gabi 
 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

201204.
647 

Traffic,  

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit,  

Environm
ental   

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : It is not necessary and makes no sense until 
it goes somewhere. For now Maryland says NO. So why build a 
highway to nowhere? It certainly will not improve the interaction of 
traffic on the GW parkway as it is not a problem unless one is traveling 
to MD from the parkway. This will only be solved when MD allows the 
bridge to have more lanes. 
495NextComments_Q02 : I have not seen where the vegetation or tree 
mass replacement has mitigated the tremendous amount of concrete 
to be infused in such a small area. I've lived in Saigon subdivision for 
over 40 years and am a member of the Langley Swim Club for just as 
many. The noise pollution is unbearable. How can it get better with 
what is proposed? Are we suppose to believe that more concrete walls 
will improve the quality of our lives? 
495NextComments_Q03 : Why not revisit this dead-end when there is 
somewhere to go. 

Jan David 
Brown 

Traffic 
 
Q01b:  Existing conditions (2018) traffic data for the 
Parkway gathered at the onset of the project showed 
significant outbound congestion on GWMP approaching I-
495 during both the AM and PM peak periods, with 
queues often spilling back for several miles due to 
congestion along I-495. Traffic results from this project 
show that congestion along GWMP would be reduced 
with the project in place. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
The benefits of the 495 NEXT project include the 
following: 
 
• Moves more people  
• Provides travel time savings 
• Offers a new travel choice 
• Reduces traffic on local roads 
• Creates opportunities for increased transit and HOV 

use 
• Improves safety for area travelers and local residents 
• Extends the Express Lanes network in Northern 

Virginia 
• Replaces aging bridge infrastructure 
• Implements measures to minimize and mitigate 

unavoidable environmental impacts 
• Provides new and improved pedestrian and bike 

facilities, including a new shared-use path along I-495 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 



Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
Environmental 
 
To reduce potential impacts to threatened and 
endangered species and their respective habitats, efforts 
to minimize the construction footprint would be 
considered. Construction practices would avoid the 
removal of existing vegetation to the greatest extent 
possible and include the implementation of best 
management practices for erosion and sediment control, 
as well as stormwater management, to reduce potential 
impacts to adjacent habitats and properties.  
 
Section 3.15.2 of the EA states “There would be 
approximately 118 acres of tree clearing associated with 
the construction of the project due to the widening of the 
roadway, ramps and interchange re-configurations, noise 
walls, stormwater management facilities, and all other 
appurtenant structures.” Habitat that would be affected 
by the project is primarily edge habitat along the highway 
in the right-of-way, in interchange loops, and the area in 
the median. Culverts connecting streams under roadways 
offer limited passage, and the habitat fragments result in 
low quality edge habitat. Habitat in these areas also is 
typically poor quality due to access restrictions posed by 
the travel lanes. Increasing the width of the roadway 
corridor would not likely increase habitat fragmentation 
as forested land would not be newly separated from 
contiguous forest. A revegetation plan will be developed 
during final design to identify replacement vegetation 
locations and types where feasible following construction. 

201204.
648 

Environm
ental,  

Traffic,  

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I oppose this plan, it is severely flawed on 
several levels. Maryland has effectively blocked its expansion, so I don’t 
understand why VDOT is rapidly proceeding. This effectively causes 
bottleneck because if VDOT goes ahead with its plan but the American 

Nina 
Phatak 

Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 



Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit, 
(Similar to 
.650) 

 

Legion bridge does not expand lanes, it does nothing to solve the 
ultimate problem which is to expand the bridge as well as Leens in 
Maryland. Unless the bridge is being expanded and the lanes in 
Maryland are being expanded, this project does nothing but bring 
more traffic to eat already congested area. 
495NextComments_Q02 : The area around the Potomac River is 
already being impinged upon, there are very little parks left in the 
McLean/Great Falls area, and this will negatively impact them. It 
effectively sees his land from a park to make a man-made structure 
which does not makes sense.Scott’s run is such a beautiful park, I can’t 
believe VDot Is rushing what has taken so many millions of years to 
build. Clearly nobody in BD capital oh capital T has walk-through this 
park and appreciates the beauty of it in such a congested area. 
495NextComments_Q03 : There should be a cohesive plan between 
Virginia and Maryland to ensure that both states are on the same page 
so that the build for expansion happens seamlessly. Spending this 
much money on a project where there is no guaranteed expansion into 
Maryland And firm commitment From Maryland to expand the bridge, 
makes no sense to me as a taxpayer. Clearly this is being driven by V 
capital D capital oh capital T who clearly has had a donation/lobbying 
by special interest for them to be doggedly pursuing something which 
makes no sense. The pandemic has changed the way people commute, 
And no one can guarantee that the amount of traffic faced before is 
even going to continue into the future. Regardless, without a clear 
coordinated expansion plan by Virginia and Maryland in concert with 
each other, doing only half the projects makes no sense logistically or 
financially. 

volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project. 
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
Environmental 
 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve 
 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature 
Preserve and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a 
worst-case estimate based on the current Limits of 



Disturbance). Land that would be permanently converted 
from the Scott’s Run Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 
right-of-way and is currently wooded with no pedestrian 
or recreational use. Therefore, no changes to the current 
trail network configuration within the Preserve are 
anticipated. Minor changes in noise levels and visual 
quality could occur. Access to the Preserve would not be 
impacted by the proposed project and will remain as it 
currently exists. Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
6(f), potential replacement land has been identified at the 
corner of Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike and is 
approximately 1.48 acres in size.  Currently, the parcel is 
owned by VDOT, and VDOT proposes to transfer 
ownership of the parcel to the FCPA for any use that FCPA 
deems appropriate. The process to identify and process 
the land transfer [under Section 6(f)] is on-going and will 
be completed following the NEPA decision document. 

201204.
649 

Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Alice Yang Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

201204.
650 

Traffic,  

Regional 
Transport
ation & 
Transit,  

Environm
ental 
(Similar to 
.648) 

 

I am writing to strongly object to the expansion of 495 express lanes. 
Maryland legislature has put a hard stop to the Maryland expansion as 
they are many voices in Maryland that strongly oppose the expansion. 
The Navy department has already said it will not give up its land, this in 
concert with Maryland Department of transportation not being able to 
effectively expand its lane, makes the Virginia expansion make no 
sense at this point. 
First, without a clear coordinated effort from both Virginia and 
Maryland, this project makes no sense. In order to make an effective 
conduit, not only does Virginia have to expand its express lanes, the 
American Legion bridge has to have added lanes, The Maryland side 
needs to also have expanded lanes so that no bottleneck exists.  If 
anyone has driven over the bridge at rush-hour last her.  a bottleneck  
already exists because the current express lanes dump into 495 and 
add to the traffic that’s already funneling into a very small number of 
lanes on the bridge. Without expanding the lanes on the bridge and 
expanding the lanes on Maryland side, expanding lanes on the Virginia 
side makes no sense. 
Second, usurping land from a already stressed system that does not 
have enough parks is completely ridiculous. Scott’s run is a beautiful 
park and much needed green space in an area where is disappearing 
quickly. Having an ill thought out plan that if actively wipes out what 

Nina 
Phatak 

Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project. 
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  



nature took millions of years to build is poor planning and an absolute 
crime against nature. 
This also effectively destroys a swim club that is enjoyed by all the 
residents in the McLean neighborhood and has been present for 
generations.  
Please come up with a plan that makes physical sense, financial sense 
and takes into account our rapidly changing world. VDOT using a pre-
pandemic yardstick in which to measure a post pandemic world.  I 
would wait to see what happens over over the next year or two to 
determine what is truly needed for transportation. How people live in 
work will forever be changed by this pandemic and rushing into a very 
expensive project is bordering on ridiculous. 
Respectfully, 

VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
Environmental 
 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve –  The project is anticipated 
to result in approximately 1.10 acres of permanent 
impact on Scott’s Run Nature Preserve and 3.01 acres of 
temporary easement within (a worst-case estimate based 
on the current Limits of Disturbance). Land that would be 
permanently converted from the Scott’s Run Nature 
Preserve abuts existing I-495 right-of-way and is currently 
wooded with no pedestrian or recreational use. 
Therefore, no changes to the current trail network 
configuration within the Preserve are anticipated. Minor 
changes in noise levels and visual quality could occur. 
Access to the Preserve would not be impacted by the 
proposed project and will remain as it currently exists. 
Pursuant to the requirements of Section 6(f), potential 
replacement land has been identified at the corner of 
Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike and is approximately 
1.48 acres in size. Currently, the parcel is owned by VDOT, 
and VDOT proposes to transfer ownership of the parcel to 
the FCPA for any use that FCPA deems appropriate. The 
process to identify and process the land transfer [under 



Section 6(f)] is on-going and will be completed following 
the NEPA decision document. 

201204.
651 

Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Franklin 
Yang 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

201204.
652 

Oppose 

 

No Oliver 
Zandona  

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

201204.
653 

Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Chand 
Patel 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

201204.
654 

Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Gerald 
Zhou 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

201204.
655 

Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : inadequate 
495NextComments_Q03 : insufficient detail 

Richard 
John Ware 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

201204.
656 

Traffic,  

Environm
ental,  

Oppose 

 

Dear VDOT,  
I do NOT support the proposed NEXT project as designed because, as 
noted by Supervisor Foust in his letters to VDOT, it “will cause 
inequitable and, therefore, unacceptable delays to non-Express Lane 
traffic.”  
We note that one of the stated objectives of the project is to improve 
travel times on the Express Lanes.  While VDOT’s analysis shows that 
the project achieves this result, it is gained at the expense of local and 
general-purpose users, by harming them in the following ways: 
1. Congestion and travel times increase on the general-purpose lanes, 
according to VDOT’s analysis. 
2. The project eliminates access to the Express Lanes that Exit 44/ 
Georgetown Pike traffic currently uses. 
3. It also takes the fifth/leftmost/shoulder lanes (open during peak 
travel times) for exclusive express-lane use. 
4. Increased congestion on the local lanes increases bailout traffic onto 
our local roads, which was already significant before covid. 

Veronique 
Bishop 

Traffic 
 
1. VDOT’s analysis does show an increase in travel times 

in the northbound general purpose lanes for the 2025 
scenario prior to Maryland’s project coming online. 
However, once both projects are complete, travel 
times in the general purpose lanes are reduced in both 
directions.  

2. Existing conditions traffic data showed a very low 
volume of trips traveling between the Express Lanes 
and Exit 44/Georgetown Pike. VDOT is continuing to 
coordinate with Transurban, FCDOT, and local 
neighborhood associations to determine the 
appropriate path forward with regard to providing 
access out of the northbound Express lanes or into the 
southbound Express lanes in this area.  



5.  Construction of the GW Parkway-to-Express Lanes interchange 
would involve taking land including Fairfax parkland and private land, 
and disrupting habitat and wetlands. 
Moreover, the Express Lanes/GW Parkway Interchange project as a 
standalone component does not appear to be justified, given the 
minimal benefits vs the high costs.  According to VDOT’s own 
projections, the proposed express ramp to southbound GW Parkway 
would carry no traffic, so it would not be justified at any price.  (The 
projections show that traffic would be the same with or without the 
Virginia ramp.) Even worse, given the interchange’s location near the 
American Legion bridge, it would interfere with construction and may 
need to be moved/removed to accommodate bridge reconstruction. 
Further, traffic projections do not consider the downstream impacts of 
adding traffic to the GW Parkway, which is already heavily congested.   
Based on these observations, I encourage VDOT to follow Supervisor 
Foust’s recommendations (outlined in letter to VDOT of December 1), 
notably, that VDOT should address the temporary impacts of opening 
the Virginia section prior to Maryland’s managed lanes, and closely 
coordinate the planned opening of the Maryland and Virginia sections.   
I also encourage VDOT to revisit its project analysis process, ensuring 
that reasonable alternatives are considered (not just with-and-without 
the project), and that cost-benefit analyses are conducted, not only of 
the overall project and its subcomponents--notably the Express Lane-
GWP interchange and the removal of the current access ramps-- and 
especially in light of the potential need to tear it down during AL Bridge 
reconstruction. 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal.  I am 
especially grateful for VDOT's hosting a video meeting two days ago to 
address questions from our neighbors, for their inclusion of our 
Delegate, State Senator and County DOT representatives, and for the 
team's preparation and expertise. 
I trust that, with community involvement, VDOT can make these small 
adjustments to the project so that it makes economic sense and more 
equitably accommodates stakeholders’ needs. 
Sincerely, 

3. This project would eliminate the current use of the 
left-side shoulder lane, which was implemented as a 
transition solution for the existing express lanes 
terminis. Two managed lanes will provide significantly 
more capacity than a single part-time shoulder lane 
and do so more safely.  

4. By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and 
by providing a reliable travel option using the Express 
Lanes, drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-
through routes. Traffic models project a reduction in 
traffic volume and a reduction in travel delay on the 
local street network, most notably along Georgetown 
Pike, with the project in place, even prior to the 
Maryland project. 

 
GWMP Interchange: the projections do not show that the 
Express ramps to and from GW Parkway would carry “no 
traffic”; rather, there would be a shift in traffic from trips 
that are currently using the GP ramps to and from the GW 
Parkway. The net result is minimal increase to traffic 
along GW Parkway, but new access that allows 
northbound trips destined for the Parkway or southbound 
trips coming from the Parkway to access the Express 
Lanes and avoid congestion along I-495.  
 
Traffic projects do consider the downstream impact of 
traffic along GW Parkway. The travel demand model used 
in this study accounts for the influence of capacity 
constraints in assigning traffic.  
 
Environmental 
 
5.  
 
Fairfax County Park Impacts 
 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature 
Preserve and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a 
worst-case estimate based on the current Limits of 
Disturbance). Land that would be permanently converted 
from the Scott’s Run Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 
right-of-way and is currently wooded with no pedestrian 
or recreational use. Therefore, no changes to the current 



trail network configuration within the Preserve are 
anticipated. Minor changes in noise levels and visual 
quality could occur. Access to the Preserve would not be 
impacted by the proposed project and will remain as it 
currently exists. Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
6(f), potential replacement land has been identified at the 
corner of Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike and is 
approximately 1.48 acres in size. Currently, the parcel is 
owned by VDOT, and VDOT proposes to transfer 
ownership of the parcel to the FCPA for future use as 
additional parking for individuals visiting the Scott’s Run 
Nature Preserve. The process to identify and process the 
land transfer [under Section 6(f)] is on-going and will be 
completed following the NEPA decision document. 
 
Right‐of‐Way Impacts  
 
Approximately 1.2 acres of residential property is 
anticipated to be purchased by VDOT for permanent 
right-of-way as part of the I-495 NEXT project. No 
relocations are anticipated.  
 
Disrupting Habitat and Wetlands 
 
Increasing the width of the roadway corridor would not 
likely increase habitat fragmentation as forested land 
would not be newly separated from contiguous forest. 

201204.
657 

Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : i oppose the current plan!!! Too many 
flaws. 
495NextComments_Q02 : The assessment is awful! Too many flaws. 
No mitigation plan. 
495NextComments_Q03 : Also severely flawed. 

Dorothy 
Ann 
Harney 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 

201204.
658 

Multiple 
Topics 

 

I oppose 495NEXT Extension Project. 
 
Please enter the following emails in full text ….with all Officials and 
those addressed included..in the Public Comment Record for 495NEXT 
Extension. 
 
Residents had only one Public Information Meeting concerning  
proposed 495NEXT on May 20, 2019. The “Plans” were incomplete. 
A Fall Meeting was promised for 2019 with Updates, but it was 
cancelled without explanation. 

April 
Georgelas 

This email requests that a previous email from Ms. 
Georgelas be included in the record of comments 
received. It presents no new comments or questions for 
the project team. 
The chronology of meetings listed in the transmittal email 
is incomplete.  
 
VDOT has held three public meetings, two question and 
answer sessions for the general public, two public 
hearings, 23 meetings with elected officials, 109 meetings 



A Match 12, 2020 “Hearing was suddenly scheduled Without a Public 
Information Meeting about New Plan Changes ! 
This was cancelled due to COVID. 
 
A new “Hearing” was surprisingly scheduled for October 5, 2020. 
I complained and asked Supervisor Foust to have a virtual Meeting to 
explain latest "plans”. 
Instead 2 Sessions were suddenly scheduled by VDOT. 
These allowed Q&A, but did not address Plan Detailing and Changes. 
My Comments for Session September 28, 202 are included. 
 
I submitted the following Questions and Concerns to VDOT and 
Officials …….with No Answers from Either. 
VDOT please Answer the Questions. Explain why Concerns were Not 
Addressed. 
 
Thank you…….April Georgelas 
 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net>Subject: URGENT: Requests to STOP 
inappropriate Sham "Hearing" for 495NEXT on Oct. 5, 
2020......Comments from VDOT virtual Session on 9/30/2020 
Date: October 1, 2020 at 8:17:32 AM EDT 
To: Susan Shaw <Susan.Shaw@VDOT.Virginia.gov>, "Lerner, Abraham" 
<abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov>, "Donohue Nick (GOV)" 
<nick.donohue@governor.virginia.gov>, Kathleen Murphy 
<katmurphy3@gmail.com>, Barbara Favola <bfavola1@gmail.com>, 
Kathleen Murphy <DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, "John W. Foust" 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Edmondson, Jane P." 
<Jane.Edmondson@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Clerk to the BOS 
<clerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov>, huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov, 
sully@fairfaxcounty.gov, providence@fairfaxcounty.gov, "Wadsworth, 
Marcus P." <Marcus.Wadsworth@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chris Gibson 
<chris.gibson@mail.house.gov>, 
alena.yarmosky@governor.virginia.gov, Ofirah Yheskel 
<Ofirah.Yheskel@governor.virginia.gov>, 
sharon.stark@mail.house.gov, veda_beltran@kaine.senate.gov, 
amanda_haverkamp@warner.senate.gov, Tom Biesiadny 
<tom.biesiadny@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Linda Colbert 
<linda.colbert@viennava.gov>, Sol Glasner 
<sglasner@tysonspartnership.org>, Brent McKenzie 
<BMcKenzie@transurban.com>, "Cuvelier, Charles J" 
<charles_cuvelier@nps.gov>, Tim Thompson 

with stakeholders and agencies, 22 meetings with 
homeowners and business associations, and 22 one-on-
one meetings with property owners. Prior to public 
involvement meetings, VDOT advertised the meetings in 
local newspapers, as well as on social media, and project 
notification postcards were sent out in the mail to over 
eight thousand households in Fairfax County, as well as to 
citizens via mass e-mail distributions. The Public Hearings 
held on October 5 and 8, 2020, provided both in-person, 
as well as virtual opportunities for the public to engage in 
the process. Prior to the Public Hearings, VDOT held two 
Public Information Meetings / Question-&-Answer 
Sessions virtually with the public. In addition, the 
materials have been available online and in hard copy in 
several locations since February 2020, and the project 
team has been available for questions and comments via 
phone throughout the planning and design process. VDOT 
has been proactive in its engagement with the public 
through meetings, as described above, with numerous 
local citizen groups and residential organizations. VDOT is 
continuing to meet with HOAs on a regular basis to 
provide updates and provide opportunities for additional 
input and dialogue. Additionally, VDOT is committed to 
continuing to engage with the community through the 
final design and construction phases. These public 
involvement opportunities exceed both FHWA and VDOT 
policy for this type of NEPA study. 
 



<tctthompson@msn.com>, "Becker, Dalton" 
<Dalton.Becker@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Reiff, Jeff" 
<Jeffery.Reiff@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Valentine Shannon (CTB)" 
<shannon.valentine@governor.virginia.gov>, 495 Northern Extension 
<495NorthernExtension@vdot.virginia.gov>, 
robert.iosco@vdot.virginia.gov, rob.prunty@kimley-horn.com, April 
<askapril@cox.net> 
Cc: Tysons Reporter <news@tysonsreporter.com>, Emily Leayman 
<Emily.Leayman@Patch.com>, Brian Trompeter 
<btrompeter@sungazette.net>, editors@connectionnewspapers.com, 
"Lazo, Luz" <Luz.Lazo@washpost.com>, pbrogan@wtop.com, 
metro@washpost.com, "Tuss, Adam (NBCUniversal)" 
<Adam.Tuss@nbcuni.com>, news4pr@NBCUNI.com, 
newsdesk@WJLA.com, wttgdesk@foxtv.com, newstips@wusa9.com, 
verify@wusa9.com 
 
 
Officials: 
 
VDOT held 495NEXT Q & A Sessions on Sept. 28th & 30th. 
Thanks to Delegate Murphy, Senator Favola, Supervisor Foust, 
Supervisor Palchik…and other Officials who might have tuned in on 
Sept. 28th but were unidentified. 
Thanks to Delegate Murphy for attending Sept. 30th Session…and 
Supervisor Foust who was delayed with another Fairfax Meeting. 
 
There were many good Questions and Comments from Residents 
during both Sessions. 
There were repeated Strong Demands for Stopping the inappropriate 
Sham “Hearings” for Oct. 5th & 8th. 
Many Viable Reasons were presented. 
 
At the conclusion yesterday, Sept. 30th, Delegate Murphy thanked 
VDOT and said she would call Secretary Valentine Thursday to discuss 
setting up a Conversation “with all of you”.     With whom and when is 
TBD. 
Residents appreciate Delegate Murphy Listening and Acting. 
 
 
REQUESTS FOR VDOT ….BEFORE a Rushed Sham “Hearing” : 
 
#1 
I asked 3 times Who Authorized the Rush to an inappropriate, way too 
early,  Sham “Hearing” . 



Susan Shaw finally responded Sept. 30th that it was not one person….It 
was an “Agency Decision”….Federal Partners and Local 
Partners..Typical Format. 
I requested that Susan Shaw copy me and Officials, including Governor,  
on all Correspondence involved with this "Agency Decision" to Rush a 
Sham “Hearing” ASAP.   This Information Sharing should occur BEFORE 
a “Hearing”. 
I asked that especially Delegate Murphy, Senator Favola and Supervisor 
Foust be copied. 
I asked if Officials were aware of this “Agency Decision”  to Rush a 
Sham “Hearing” ?  Who knew ? 
 
#2 
VDOT Please List All New 495NEXT Plan Changes since May 20, 2019 
ASAP …The Last Public Community VDOT 495NEXT Meeting ! 
List Specific Studies Impacts and Specific Site . 
Publish and Distribute New Plan Changes to Officials and Taxpaying 
Public ASAP…..BEFORE any “Hearing” is held by VDOT for 495NEXT. 
Publish New Plan Change Elevations and Enlargements ASAP. 
 
#3 
Hold Promised Public Meetings on New Plan Changes and Studies 
Impacts with Engineers to Explain Studies Impacts….BEFORE any 
“Hearing”. 
 
#4 
VDOT shall Brief BOS and BOS Transportation Committee in 
Detail….Before a 495NEXT “Hearing”. 
Officials should understand and be able to share 495NEXT Project 
Details with Constituency…. 
This should  help Officials make Wise 495NEXT Project Decisions. 
Currently, VDOT has no plans to update BOS and TC on 495NEXT ! 
FYI….FCDOT is scheduled to Brief BOS on Oct. 20, 2020…AFTER the 
proposed Sham “Hearing” for Oct. 5th & 8th ! 
Is this appropriate and adequate ? No. 
 
 
#5 
Thousands of Region Residents are Not Aware of 495NEXT… 
VDOT Advertising for this Project Regionally has been Limited. 
Advertising for the VDOT Q&A Sessions was Limited. 
VDOT must Adequately Advertise 495NEXT BEFORE  Promised Public 
Meetings and any  “Hearing”. 
 



#6 
VDOT needs to be Updated on MD DEIS (over 18,000 pages) and Share 
Real MD Studies Findings and Impacts for VA with Public & Officials 
such as: 
MD HOTLanes will INCREASE Congestion for MD General Lanes and MD 
Local Streets. 
MD Choke Points (3) will have Increased Congestion…especially 270 
Choke Point. 
This will have Impacts for VA Traffic. 
 
#7 
VDOT needs to be very Clear to Public & Officials that 495NEXT will 
Result in INCREASED Congestion at the Already Jammed GW Area 
Northbound to MD. 
Increased Traffic will Result for 193 & Balls Hill Intersection, Local 
Streets, McLean CBC, Regional Corridors. 
New Choke Point (bottleneck) Streets Traffic Impact Studies... without 
old modeling and studies…should be Conducted ASAP….BEFORE any 
“Hearing”. 
 
#7 
Residents want their Project Comments,  since May 20, 2019,   
published ASAP with Complete Text on VDOT Project Site and be easily 
Located. 
VDOT “Summaries” are Not Acceptable. 
Residents cannot locate their Comments, Study Comments, Review & 
Consider Comments,  Discuss a & Understand Comments…If they are 
Not Available for Public Review. This is not Proper Public Transparency. 
 
#8 
Please VDOT, Answer Residents’ Submitted Questions….with Detailed 
Answers and Specific Site References. 
 
#8 
Residents are Asking VDOT for Fairness...Transparency…and Proper 
Public Process…. BEFORE a Rushed Sham “Hearing” and Rushed 
495NEXT Project. 
 
 
 
Tapes of both Sessions are available on VDOT’s site…VDOTLive…and 
youtube. 
Residents want Transcripts of each Session ASAP. 
 



My comments for Sept. 28th Session are approximately 
at….1:15…..1:30:32….1:45:45 
 
My Comments for Sept. 30th Session are approximately at … 
#1. 39:05…Susan responds….44:45 I continue 
#2. 1:38:38….Susan Comments….and 1:42:40  I respond again 
 
After 1:48…Comments by well informed Resident, Debra Butler, are 
worth hearing. 
Delegate Murphy's comments about contacting Secretary Valentine 
follow. 
 
 
 
The Following includes some of  My VDOT Session Comments for Sept. 
30, 2020 : 
 
Susan Shaw said Monday, Sept. 28th during the VDOT Q&A Session  
…..that the Oct. 5th Hearing is the same as the one postponed on 
March 12th. 
 
Yes….Both are Rushed, inappropriate …way to early…Sham “Hearings”. 
 
Yes….There still have been NO Promised Public Meetings since May 20, 
2019 ….to Update Public on Plan Design Changes. 
 
Yes….There were Many Unanswered Questions before March 
12th…There are the SAME Questions and MORE Questions NOW that 
are    unanswered by VDOT. 
 
Yes…There are Many Plan Changes since May 20, 2019…that are Still 
NOT Clearly Publicly Revealed, Listed, and Studies Impacts Explained by 
Engineers to the Taxpaying Public in 495NEXT Impacted Region. 
Enlarged Elevations are not yet available. 
 
Elected Officials are also NOT Updated 
 
 
 
Requested Meetings before March 12th “Hearing"...Did Not Occur. 
 
Plan Elevations for the GW & Live Oak Area that I requested 
repeatedly…for Elevations for 3 New Flyover Ramps, New Raised 
Access Ramp from MD to 193, New Raised Bridge to Live Oak Drive, the 



Moving of Live Oak Drive  & Tree Removal…..have  never been 
forthcoming. Stormwater Mitigation Plans for Live Oak Drive and the 
related Dead Run runoff area Remain Unaddressed & Unexplained. 
 
Historic Langley Swim Club with 1000 members ...requested a VDOT 
meeting Before the March 12 Sham Hearing.   
It was denied and still has not occurred as far as membership knows. 
Historic Langley Club on Live Oak Drive will be Devastated…Ruined  by 
495NEXT horrifically Unmitigated Increased Noise Levels alone from  
the 4 New HOTLanes, 3 New Flyover Ramps, New Raised Access Ramp 
to 193….all very near Langley Club. 
 
The dangerous Construction Silica Dust that lingers in the Air for one 
mile…will pose great danger especially for the Children at the Open Air 
Langley Club…and the 4 Area Schools, especially Cooper Middle School 
at 193 & Balls Hill and Churchill Elementary. 
This Silica Dust is of great concern in the MD DEIS.   
VDOT only did an EA.   
Construction Silica Dust in MD will not stop at the Potomac or 
disappear in VA simply because VDOT did only Limited Environment 
Assessment Studies and did not Study Silica Dust and Other Concerning 
Pollutants in the 495NEXT EA. 
 
 
Just as for the March 12th sham “Hearing"…. 
Yes….COVIID 19 still looms and endangers our Health and Lives….for 
the Oct 8th Sham Hearing. Many are isolating. 
The Oct. 5th brief Sham “Hearing” of 2 hours  does not make sense at 
this premature and inappropriate time. 
 
 
Why the Rush to a Sham Hearing ? 
 
495NEXT shows NO General Benefits ….Real Public Benefits. 
VDOT has not demonstrated Project is in Public Interest or if there is a 
Purpose and Need. 
 
General Traffic Congestion will INCREASE North to 
Bottlenecked…Choke Point…at GW Area . It will be Worse than only 
with Current HOTLanes Shoulder Lane Extension Merge Mess! 
HOTLanes Traffic from Tysons will dump into the backed-up 
Northbound GW Jammed Traffic Nightmare and Add to the Backup. 
193 Intersection at Balls Hills will logically experience Increased 
Congestion….Local Street will have Increased Cut Thru Traffic. 



 
Drivers avoid Congestion, Construction & Tolls. 
495NEXT will be the Perfect Traffic Congestion Storm during 
Construction and After Build. 
 
Supervisor Foust said traffic congestion will be worse….that this is not 
the right public purpose…right time for this project…… 
There will be Meetings…Many Meetings. 
 
 
 
I have 3 Questions : 
 
WHY the RUSH to Oct 5th inappropriate, way to early Sham Hearing ? 
 
HOW does VDOT JUSTIFY This Rush to a Sham Hearing ? 
 
VDOT works for Taxpayers and their elected officials….NOT financially 
frail Transurban. 
WHO AUTHORIZED the Rush to this inappropriate way too early Sham 
Hearing ?     This is my third time asking this Question…. 
 
Thank You. 
 
 
April Georgelas 
[REMOVED] 
McLean, VA 22101 
(703) 821-3273 
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Oppose Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Jill Padres Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 
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I OPPOSE THE 495 EXPRESS LANES NORTHERN EXTENSION PROJECT 
I OPPOSE THE EA BECAUSE I BELIEVE IT IS TERRIBLY INADEQUATE AND 
EXTREMELY RECKLESS 
I BELIEVE THE DESIGN MAKES NO SENSE, AND WILL HURT VA CITIZENS 
I ask that the FHWY, EPA, Army corps of engineers, and the National 
Parks Department deny all permits andapprovals needed until the 
ALTERNATIVE BUILDS are presented and re-considered under the 
current conditions. 
I also ask that the Governor of Virginia, the Secretary of Transportatio, 
the Attorney’s General Office, and the office of the P3 do an 

DOROTHY 
HARNEY 

Environmental Assessment 
 
As noted on the FHWA website 
(https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documen
tation.aspx ), “An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 
prepared for projects where it is known that the action 
will have a significant effect on the environment. An 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for actions in 
which the significance of the environmental impact is not 
clearly established.” For the I-495 NEXT project, an EA 

https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx


independent review of the legality of the project, and what I believe is 
the illegal process under which it has been taken. 

was prepared because the significance of the 
environmental impact was not known prior to project 
initiation. The supporting technical studies and 
documentation in the technical reports are prepared to a 
level of detail that allows FHWA to make an independent 
decision on the path forward for the project, as well as to 
assess the level of impacts associated with each resource. 
Technical studies and reports are prepared in a level of 
detail such that they may be used to support an EA or and 
EIS, regardless of the type of NEPA document. 
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. The EA was 
approved for public availability by the FHWA on February 
24, 2020. Following the Public Hearing and receipt of 
public and agency comment, VDOT is working with FHWA 
to respond to substantive public comments and complete 
any additional analyses that are deemed necessary for 
the NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will 
request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of 
these efforts do not identify any significant impacts, 
VDOT would request a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s 
selected action and document the absence of significant 
impacts. The issuance of the FONSI would complete the 
study process. On the other hand, if significant impacts 
are identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
 
 
Build Alternative 
 
VDOT, in coordination with FHWA, local governments, 
and stakeholders, identified an alternative that would 
meet the project Purpose and Need: reduce congestion, 
provide new travel choices, and improve travel reliability 
along I-495. The I-495 NEXT Build Alternative was 
identified as the only reasonable alternative to advance 
based on the Purpose and Need for the study. Two 
managed lanes in each direction would have a similar 
footprint to one managed lane because a single managed 
lane would require a wider paved left-side shoulder for 
safety concerns and emergency access. Therefore, the 



2045 Build scenario evaluated two managed lanes in each 
direction, as well as various interchange designs. Adding 
two managed lanes in each direction is also consistent 
with the typical section on the adjacent southern section 
of I-495.  
 
The I-495 NEXT Environmental Assessment (EA) identified 
one build alternative which is acceptable under FHWA’s 
Technical Advisory T 6640.8A Guidance for Preparing and 
Processing Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents 
(FHWA, 1987). These decisions were presented to state 
and federal permitting agencies through project-specific 
agency meetings and coordination as the study 
developed. Under Technical Advisory T6640.8A, it states 
that “An EA does not need to evaluate in detail all 
reasonable alternatives for the project and may be 
prepared for one or more build alternatives.” The single 
build alternative leaves ample flexibility for different 
designs to be considered if the project advances to 
permitting and more detailed phases of design following 
an FHWA NEPA decision. 
 
Public Outreach and Engagement 
The project development process has followed all 
requirements of 23 CFR 771.111 [Early coordination, 
public involvement, and project development], 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-
vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111  
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I oppose 495NEXT Extension. 
Please enter the following emails, in full chain text,  to Officials with 
their email information in the Comment Record. 
 
Content regards Oct. 5, 2020 Sham Inappropriate “Hearing” and 
Unanswered Questions and Concerns from Many Residents. 
Unanswered Questions sent to Rob Cary will follow in another 
following Email. 
 
Thank you…….April Georgelas 
 
[REMOVED] 
McLean, VA 22101 
(703) 821-3273 
 
 

April 
Georgelas 

This email requests that a series of emails from Ms. 
Georgelas to various elected officials and others be 
included in the record of comments received. It presents 
no new comments or questions for the project team. 
 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2011-title23-vol1/CFR-2011-title23-vol1-sec771-111


Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Subject: ALERT & URGENT...Rob Cary sent by Valentine to Help 
Residents get Information...No Answers Forthcoming ! ..... URGENT: 
Residents want 495NEXT "Hearing" STOPPED...Lack of Info to Testify 
Date: December 3, 2020 at 4:33:54 PM EST 
To: Barbara Favola <bfavola1@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<katmurphy3@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, "John W. Foust" 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov> 
Cc: April <askapril@cox.net> 
 
Officials….Secretary Valentine had Rob Cary contact me the nite 
immediately before the Oct. 5th Sham “Hearing”. 
We spoke at length and the following emails were exchanged.  
Rob Cary writes ”I am sure we can work together for to ensure 
transparency and answers to your questions.”  
He was surprised that Lists of Plan Changes since May 20, 2019 were 
not received by You, BOS and Residents. 
He misled me to believe he would help get Answers and Information. 
 
Nothing has been forthcoming.  No Answers…No help. 
Rob Cary only has quoted VDOT’s Position on 495NEXT. 
 
I will also copy you on the Residents’ Unanswered Requests and 
Questions that I sent many times to all of you….and sent to Rob Cary. 
No Results from Rob Cary. No Answers. 
 
How can Residents Comment on Information they Do Not Have or 
Information they do Not Understand ? 
 
FYI….The Newly presented  Transit Study …has a Comment Period that 
is not even yet released to the Public ! 
The Public does not yet really know about this Study.  This Study was to 
be a Part of 495NEXT EA. 
So Much is Missing from the EA.  
 
Please Stop the Comment Deadline of Dec. 4,2020 !    It is Unfair and 
Inappropriate. 
 
 
Thanks……..April 



 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Subject: URGENT: Residents want 495NEXT "Hearing" STOPPED...Lack 
of Info to Testify 
Date: December 3, 2020 at 3:39:30 PM EST 
To: April <askapril@cox.net> 
 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Subject: Re: URGENT: Residents want 495NEXT "Hearing" 
STOPPED...Lack of Info to Testify 
Date: October 6, 2020 at 5:39:52 PM EDT 
To: "Cary, Robert" <rob.cary@vdot.virginia.gov> 
Cc: "Wight, Amy" <amy.wight@governor.virginia.gov>, April 
<askapril@cox.net> 
 
Rob….. 
Although I still do not think the  “Hearing” was appropriately timed in a 
Proper Public Process, it gave Residents a chance to Voice Concerns 
and Views.  It also gave Officials an opportunity to listen and learn. 
 
Some were listening. 
Today, the BOS first addressed a Matter regarding 495NEXT and the 
Need for More Public Information Meetings.   
It was unanimously approved.   Many Residents are grateful the BOS 
listened, learned and acted. 
I will forward the Matter Statement to you. 
 
I was alerted today that 495MATTERS will be sending a Position Paper 
to you. 
 
I hope we all will be able to work together. Transparency and Facts 
help with Wise Decision Making. 
 
Have you been copied on my vast collection of emails ? They will help 
explain many concerns and Questions. 



There was a series of 16 emails that gave background on 495NEXT 
Concerns, Shoulder Lane HOTLane Extension, MD DEIS position 
correspondence, etc.. 
 
I am happy to forward again.  Let me know . 
 
 
Thanks again…….April 
 
 
On Oct 6, 2020, at 2:58 PM, Cary, Robert <rob.cary@vdot.virginia.gov> 
wrote: 
 
Thank you for your note! It was nice talking to you yesterday evening. I 
know you don't agree with the hearing but we had a nice conversation 
and I'm sure we can work together to ensure transparency and 
answers to your questions. I am happy to work with you directly. 
Beyond that, if you believe you need to reach out to others in the Gov. 
Northam's administration after we have tried to work through the 
issue, it will help them in knowing we have thoroughly exhausted our 
attempts to resolve an issue before it comes to them. They clearly 
expect me to handle everything that I can at my level and I look 
forward to working with you to fulfill that charge. Again, thanks for 
your time talking to me and your participation last night. 
 
Respectfully, 
Robert H. Cary, PE, LS 
Chief Deputy Commissioner 
Virginia Department of Transportation 
804-786-2701 (office) 
Rob.Cary@VDOT.Virginia.gov 
www.VDOT.Virginia.org 
 
 
 
 
On Mon, Oct 5, 2020 at 11:33 PM April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
Amy ….. 
Thank you for having Rob contact me.   
 
Rob… 
 Thank you for being brave enough to call me before the Sham 
“Hearing”. 
I look forward to future conversations and explanations. 



 It is refreshing to have some respond to my emails and concerns of 
Residents. 
 
Our Officials have sadly been silent.  
Only Delegate Murphy spoke with me and tried to get Answers.  
Chairman McKays’ transportation liaison, Marcus Wadsworth, also 
showed concern for Transparency and Answers. 
 
Let us work on Transparency and Answers Together. Our Community 
and Region will Benefit. 
 
 
Thanks…..April 
 
On Oct 5, 2020, at 4:30 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
Amy… 
Thank you for responding.   
Rob may call me at:   (703) 821-3273.    
 
Please ask him to read my latest email…How many Meetings Required 
before a “Hearing” ? 
How many Meetings are queried…How many are Morally Right ? 
Denying Proper Public Process and Transparency is Wrong ! 
This Inappropriate “Hearing” Must be Stopped ! 
 
Thanks…April Georgelas 
 
 
On Oct 5, 2020, at 3:53 PM, Wight, Amy 
<amy.wight@governor.virginia.gov> wrote: 
 
Ms. Georgelas, 
 
Thank you for reaching out to Secretary Valentine's office.  She has 
designated VDOT Chief Deputy Commissioner Rob Cary as the liaison 
for inquiries pertaining to Project NEXT.  I am copying him on this email 
to connect you. 
 
Would you mind sharing a contact number? 
 
Best, 
 
Amy Wight 



Assistant Secretary of Transportation 
cell: (804) 291-6206 
 
Office of the Governor 
Patrick Henry Building 
1111 E. Broad Street 
Richmond, VA  23219 
 
 
---------- Message --------- 
From: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Date: Fri, Oct 2, 2020 at 4:28 PM 
Subject: URGENT: Residents want 495NEXT "Hearing" STOPPED...Lack 
of Info to Testify 
To: Valentine Shannon (CTB) 
<shannon.valentine@governor.virginia.gov> 
Cc: Kathleen Murphy <DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, Barbara 
Favola <bfavola1@gmail.com>, John W. Foust 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Edmondson, Jane P. 
<Jane.Edmondson@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov>, <huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov>, 
<sully@fairfaxcounty.gov>, <providence@fairfaxcounty.gov> 
 
 
 
On Oct 2, 2020, at 4:09 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
Secretary Valentine…..This is an URGENT Situation !  VDOT 495NEXT 
“Hearing” Must Be STOPPED ASAP ! 
Residents should not have any More Undeserved Stress over this 
Untimely Inappropriate Sham “Hearing” ! 
Please Help the Uninformed Taxpaying Public.  No Promised Public 
Meetings since 2019…5/20/19 !    Why the Rush ?! 
 
Thanks……April Georgelas 
 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Subject: URGENT: Residents want "Hearing" STOPPED...Lack of Info to 
Testify 
Date: October 2, 2020 at 3:47:57 PM EDT 
To: Kathleen Murphy <katmurphy3@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, Barbara Favola 
<bfavola1@gmail.com>, "John W. Foust" 



<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Edmondson, Jane P." 
<Jane.Edmondson@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov>, huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov, 
sully@fairfaxcounty.gov 
Cc: April <askapril@cox.net> 
 
Most People do NOT know about 495NEXTProject (NOT properly 
advertised)..No Promised Public Meetings...Cannot Testify on 
undisclosed, unexplained NEW Changes since 5/20/19!   ”Hearing” TOO 
Early ! Residents want Update ASAP… 
Who “approved” and authorized (Local Partners & Officials) VDOT’s 
Rush to Sham “Hearing”? Did you ? 
 
Thanks..April 
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Officials….Secretary Valentine had Rob Cary contact me the nite 
immediately before the Oct. 5th Sham “Hearing”. 
We spoke at length and the following emails were exchanged.  
Rob Cary writes ”I am sure we can work together for to ensure 
transparency and answers to your questions.”  
He was surprised that Lists of Plan Changes since May 20, 2019 were 
not received by You, BOS and Residents. 
He misled me to believe he would help get Answers and Information. 
Nothing has been forthcoming.  No Answers…No help. 
Rob Cary only has quoted VDOT’s Position on 495NEXT. 
I will also copy you on the Residents’ Unanswered Requests and 
Questions that I sent many times to all of you….and sent to Rob Cary. 
No Results from Rob Cary. No Answers. 
How can Residents Comment on Information they Do Not Have or 
Information they do Not Understand ? 
FYI….The Newly presented  Transit Study …has a Comment Period that 
is not even yet released to the Public ! 
The Public does not yet really know about this Study.  This Study was to 
be a Part of 495NEXT EA. 
So Much is Missing from the EA.  
Please Stop the Comment Deadline of Dec. 4,2020 !    It is Unfair and 
Inappropriate. 

April 
Georgelas 

This comment email is a duplicate of a request that a 
series of emails from Ms. Georgelas to various elected 
officials and others be included in the record of 
comments received. It presents no new comments or 
questions for the project team. 
 



Thanks……. 
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Amy ….. 
Thank you for having Rob contact me. 
Rob….. 
Although I still do not think the  “Hearing” was appropriately timed in a 
Proper Public Process, it gave Residents a chance to Voice Concerns 
and Views.  It also gave Officials an opportunity to listen and learn. 
Some were listening. 
Today, the BOS first addressed a Matter regarding 495NEXT and the 
Need for More Public Information Meetings.   
It was unanimously approved.   Many Residents are grateful the BOS 
listened, learned and acted. 
I will forward the Matter Statement to you. 
I was alerted today that 495MATTERS will be sending a Position Paper 
to you. 
I hope we all will be able to work together. Transparency and Facts 
help with Wise Decision Making. 
Have you been copied on my vast collection of emails ? They will help 
explain many concerns and Questions. 
There was a series of 16 emails that gave background on 495NEXT 
Concerns, Shoulder Lane HOTLane Extension, MD DEIS position 
correspondence, etc.. 
I am happy to forward again.  Let me know . 
Thanks again……. 

April 
Georgelas 

This comment email does not contain a comment that 
requires a response.  Other comments from this resident 
have been addressed in other parts of the comment 
response document. 
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Secretary Valentine…..This is an URGENT Situation !  VDOT 495NEXT 
“Hearing” Must Be STOPPED ASAP ! 
Residents should not have any More Undeserved Stress over this 
Untimely Inappropriate Sham “Hearing” ! 
Please Help the Uninformed Taxpaying Public.  No Promised Public 
Meetings since 2019…5/20/19 !    Why the Rush ?! 
 
Thanks……April Georgelas 

April 
Georgelas 
 
 

[This response was emailed to the commenter by Amy 
Wight, Assistant Secretary of Transportation.]   

 
Thank you for reaching out to Secretary Valentine's office.  
She has designated VDOT Chief Deputy Commissioner 
Rob Cary as the liaison for inquiries pertaining to Project 
NEXT.  I am copying him on this email to connect you. 
 
Would you mind sharing a contact number? 
 
Best, 
 
Amy Wight 
Assistant Secretary of Transportation 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Bella 
Padres 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 
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Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Daisy 
Padres 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 
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I oppose 495NEXT Extension Project. 
 
Please enter the following emails in full text ….with all Officials and 
those addressed included..in the Public Comment Record for 495NEXT 
Extension. 
 
Residents had only one Public Information Meeting concerning  
proposed 495NEXT on May 20, 2019. The “Plans” were incomplete. 
A Fall Meeting was promised for 2019 with Updates, but it was 
cancelled without explanation. 
A Match 12, 2020 “Hearing was suddenly scheduled Without a Public 
Information Meeting about New Plan Changes ! 
This was cancelled due to COVID. 
 
A new “Hearing” was surprisingly scheduled for October 5, 2020. 
I complained and asked Supervisor Foust to have a virtual Meeting to 
explain latest "plans”. 
Instead 2 Sessions were suddenly scheduled by VDOT. 
These allowed Q&A, but did not address Plan Detailing and Changes. 
My Comments for Session September 28, 202 are included. 
 
I submitted the following Questions and Concerns to VDOT and 
Officials …….with No Answers from Either. 
VDOT please Answer the Questions. Explain why Concerns were Not 
Addressed. 
 
Thank you…….April Georgelas 
 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net>Subject: URGENT: Requests to STOP 
inappropriate Sham "Hearing" for 495NEXT on Oct. 5, 
2020......Comments from VDOT virtual Session on 9/30/2020 
Date: October 1, 2020 at 8:17:32 AM EDT 

April 
Georgelas 

This email requests that a series of emails from Ms. 
Georgelas to various elected officials and others be 
included in the record of comments received. It presents 
no new comments or questions for the project team. 
 



To: Susan Shaw <Susan.Shaw@VDOT.Virginia.gov>, "Lerner, Abraham" 
<abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov>, "Donohue Nick (GOV)" 
<nick.donohue@governor.virginia.gov>, Kathleen Murphy 
<katmurphy3@gmail.com>, Barbara Favola <bfavola1@gmail.com>, 
Kathleen Murphy <DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, "John W. Foust" 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Edmondson, Jane P." 
<Jane.Edmondson@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Clerk to the BOS 
<clerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov>, huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov, 
sully@fairfaxcounty.gov, providence@fairfaxcounty.gov, "Wadsworth, 
Marcus P." <Marcus.Wadsworth@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chris Gibson 
<chris.gibson@mail.house.gov>, 
alena.yarmosky@governor.virginia.gov, Ofirah Yheskel 
<Ofirah.Yheskel@governor.virginia.gov>, 
sharon.stark@mail.house.gov, veda_beltran@kaine.senate.gov, 
amanda_haverkamp@warner.senate.gov, Tom Biesiadny 
<tom.biesiadny@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Linda Colbert 
<linda.colbert@viennava.gov>, Sol Glasner 
<sglasner@tysonspartnership.org>, Brent McKenzie 
<BMcKenzie@transurban.com>, "Cuvelier, Charles J" 
<charles_cuvelier@nps.gov>, Tim Thompson 
<tctthompson@msn.com>, "Becker, Dalton" 
<Dalton.Becker@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Reiff, Jeff" 
<Jeffery.Reiff@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Valentine Shannon (CTB)" 
<shannon.valentine@governor.virginia.gov>, 495 Northern Extension 
<495NorthernExtension@vdot.virginia.gov>, 
robert.iosco@vdot.virginia.gov, rob.prunty@kimley-horn.com, April 
<askapril@cox.net> 
Cc: Tysons Reporter <news@tysonsreporter.com>, Emily Leayman 
<Emily.Leayman@Patch.com>, Brian Trompeter 
<btrompeter@sungazette.net>, editors@connectionnewspapers.com, 
"Lazo, Luz" <Luz.Lazo@washpost.com>, pbrogan@wtop.com, 
metro@washpost.com, "Tuss, Adam (NBCUniversal)" 
<Adam.Tuss@nbcuni.com>, news4pr@NBCUNI.com, 
newsdesk@WJLA.com, wttgdesk@foxtv.com, newstips@wusa9.com, 
verify@wusa9.com 
 
 
Officials: 
 
VDOT held 495NEXT Q & A Sessions on Sept. 28th & 30th. 
Thanks to Delegate Murphy, Senator Favola, Supervisor Foust, 
Supervisor Palchik…and other Officials who might have tuned in on 
Sept. 28th but were unidentified. 



Thanks to Delegate Murphy for attending Sept. 30th Session…and 
Supervisor Foust who was delayed with another Fairfax Meeting. 
 
There were many good Questions and Comments from Residents 
during both Sessions. 
There were repeated Strong Demands for Stopping the inappropriate 
Sham “Hearings” for Oct. 5th & 8th. 
Many Viable Reasons were presented. 
 
At the conclusion yesterday, Sept. 30th, Delegate Murphy thanked 
VDOT and said she would call Secretary Valentine Thursday to discuss 
setting up a Conversation “with all of you”.     With whom and when is 
TBD. 
Residents appreciate Delegate Murphy Listening and Acting. 
 
 
REQUESTS FOR VDOT ….BEFORE a Rushed Sham “Hearing” : 
 
#1 
I asked 3 times Who Authorized the Rush to an inappropriate, way too 
early,  Sham “Hearing” . 
Susan Shaw finally responded Sept. 30th that it was not one person….It 
was an “Agency Decision”….Federal Partners and Local 
Partners..Typical Format. 
I requested that Susan Shaw copy me and Officials, including Governor,  
on all Correspondence involved with this "Agency Decision" to Rush a 
Sham “Hearing” ASAP.   This Information Sharing should occur BEFORE 
a “Hearing”. 
I asked that especially Delegate Murphy, Senator Favola and Supervisor 
Foust be copied. 
I asked if Officials were aware of this “Agency Decision”  to Rush a 
Sham “Hearing” ?  Who knew ? 
 
#2 
VDOT Please List All New 495NEXT Plan Changes since May 20, 2019 
ASAP …The Last Public Community VDOT 495NEXT Meeting ! 
List Specific Studies Impacts and Specific Site . 
Publish and Distribute New Plan Changes to Officials and Taxpaying 
Public ASAP…..BEFORE any “Hearing” is held by VDOT for 495NEXT. 
Publish New Plan Change Elevations and Enlargements ASAP. 
 
#3 



Hold Promised Public Meetings on New Plan Changes and Studies 
Impacts with Engineers to Explain Studies Impacts….BEFORE any 
“Hearing”. 
 
#4 
VDOT shall Brief BOS and BOS Transportation Committee in 
Detail….Before a 495NEXT “Hearing”. 
Officials should understand and be able to share 495NEXT Project 
Details with Constituency…. 
This should  help Officials make Wise 495NEXT Project Decisions. 
Currently, VDOT has no plans to update BOS and TC on 495NEXT ! 
FYI….FCDOT is scheduled to Brief BOS on Oct. 20, 2020…AFTER the 
proposed Sham “Hearing” for Oct. 5th & 8th ! 
Is this appropriate and adequate ? No. 
 
 
#5 
Thousands of Region Residents are Not Aware of 495NEXT… 
VDOT Advertising for this Project Regionally has been Limited. 
Advertising for the VDOT Q&A Sessions was Limited. 
VDOT must Adequately Advertise 495NEXT BEFORE  Promised Public 
Meetings and any  “Hearing”. 
 
#6 
VDOT needs to be Updated on MD DEIS (over 18,000 pages) and Share 
Real MD Studies Findings and Impacts for VA with Public & Officials 
such as: 
MD HOTLanes will INCREASE Congestion for MD General Lanes and MD 
Local Streets. 
MD Choke Points (3) will have Increased Congestion…especially 270 
Choke Point. 
This will have Impacts for VA Traffic. 
 
#7 
VDOT needs to be very Clear to Public & Officials that 495NEXT will 
Result in INCREASED Congestion at the Already Jammed GW Area 
Northbound to MD. 
Increased Traffic will Result for 193 & Balls Hill Intersection, Local 
Streets, McLean CBC, Regional Corridors. 
New Choke Point (bottleneck) Streets Traffic Impact Studies... without 
old modeling and studies…should be Conducted ASAP….BEFORE any 
“Hearing”. 
 
#7 



Residents want their Project Comments,  since May 20, 2019,   
published ASAP with Complete Text on VDOT Project Site and be easily 
Located. 
VDOT “Summaries” are Not Acceptable. 
Residents cannot locate their Comments, Study Comments, Review & 
Consider Comments,  Discuss a & Understand Comments…If they are 
Not Available for Public Review. This is not Proper Public Transparency. 
 
#8 
Please VDOT, Answer Residents’ Submitted Questions….with Detailed 
Answers and Specific Site References. 
 
#8 
Residents are Asking VDOT for Fairness...Transparency…and Proper 
Public Process…. BEFORE a Rushed Sham “Hearing” and Rushed 
495NEXT Project. 
 
 
 
Tapes of both Sessions are available on VDOT’s site…VDOTLive…and 
youtube. 
Residents want Transcripts of each Session ASAP. 
 
My comments for Sept. 28th Session are approximately 
at….1:15…..1:30:32….1:45:45 
 
My Comments for Sept. 30th Session are approximately at … 
#1. 39:05…Susan responds….44:45 I continue 
#2. 1:38:38….Susan Comments….and 1:42:40  I respond again 
 
After 1:48…Comments by well informed Resident, Debra Butler, are 
worth hearing. 
Delegate Murphy's comments about contacting Secretary Valentine 
follow. 
 
 
 
The Following includes some of  My VDOT Session Comments for Sept. 
30, 2020 : 
 
Susan Shaw said Monday, Sept. 28th during the VDOT Q&A Session  
…..that the Oct. 5th Hearing is the same as the one postponed on 
March 12th. 
 



Yes….Both are Rushed, inappropriate …way to early…Sham “Hearings”. 
 
Yes….There still have been NO Promised Public Meetings since May 20, 
2019 ….to Update Public on Plan Design Changes. 
 
Yes….There were Many Unanswered Questions before March 
12th…There are the SAME Questions and MORE Questions NOW that 
are    unanswered by VDOT. 
 
Yes…There are Many Plan Changes since May 20, 2019…that are Still 
NOT Clearly Publicly Revealed, Listed, and Studies Impacts Explained by 
Engineers to the Taxpaying Public in 495NEXT Impacted Region. 
Enlarged Elevations are not yet available. 
 
Elected Officials are also NOT Updated 
 
 
 
Requested Meetings before March 12th “Hearing"...Did Not Occur. 
 
Plan Elevations for the GW & Live Oak Area that I requested 
repeatedly…for Elevations for 3 New Flyover Ramps, New Raised 
Access Ramp from MD to 193, New Raised Bridge to Live Oak Drive, the 
Moving of Live Oak Drive  & Tree Removal…..have  never been 
forthcoming. Stormwater Mitigation Plans for Live Oak Drive and the 
related Dead Run runoff area Remain Unaddressed & Unexplained. 
 
Historic Langley Swim Club with 1000 members ...requested a VDOT 
meeting Before the March 12 Sham Hearing.   
It was denied and still has not occurred as far as membership knows. 
Historic Langley Club on Live Oak Drive will be Devastated…Ruined  by 
495NEXT horrifically Unmitigated Increased Noise Levels alone from  
the 4 New HOTLanes, 3 New Flyover Ramps, New Raised Access Ramp 
to 193….all very near Langley Club. 
 
The dangerous Construction Silica Dust that lingers in the Air for one 
mile…will pose great danger especially for the Children at the Open Air 
Langley Club…and the 4 Area Schools, especially Cooper Middle School 
at 193 & Balls Hill and Churchill Elementary. 
This Silica Dust is of great concern in the MD DEIS.   
VDOT only did an EA.   
Construction Silica Dust in MD will not stop at the Potomac or 
disappear in VA simply because VDOT did only Limited Environment 



Assessment Studies and did not Study Silica Dust and Other Concerning 
Pollutants in the 495NEXT EA. 
 
 
Just as for the March 12th sham “Hearing"…. 
Yes….COVIID 19 still looms and endangers our Health and Lives….for 
the Oct 8th Sham Hearing. Many are isolating. 
The Oct. 5th brief Sham “Hearing” of 2 hours  does not make sense at 
this premature and inappropriate time. 
 
 
Why the Rush to a Sham Hearing ? 
 
495NEXT shows NO General Benefits ….Real Public Benefits. 
VDOT has not demonstrated Project is in Public Interest or if there is a 
Purpose and Need. 
 
General Traffic Congestion will INCREASE North to 
Bottlenecked…Choke Point…at GW Area . It will be Worse than only 
with Current HOTLanes Shoulder Lane Extension Merge Mess! 
HOTLanes Traffic from Tysons will dump into the backed-up 
Northbound GW Jammed Traffic Nightmare and Add to the Backup. 
193 Intersection at Balls Hills will logically experience Increased 
Congestion….Local Street will have Increased Cut Thru Traffic. 
 
Drivers avoid Congestion, Construction & Tolls. 
495NEXT will be the Perfect Traffic Congestion Storm during 
Construction and After Build. 
 
Supervisor Foust said traffic congestion will be worse….that this is not 
the right public purpose…right time for this project…… 
There will be Meetings…Many Meetings. 
 
 
 
I have 3 Questions : 
 
WHY the RUSH to Oct 5th inappropriate, way to early Sham Hearing ? 
 
HOW does VDOT JUSTIFY This Rush to a Sham Hearing ? 
 
VDOT works for Taxpayers and their elected officials….NOT financially 
frail Transurban. 



WHO AUTHORIZED the Rush to this inappropriate way too early Sham 
Hearing ?     This is my third time asking this Question…. 
 
Thank You. 
 
 
April Georgelas 
[REMOVED] 
McLean, VA 22101 
(703) 821-3273 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_address : 
495NextComments_email : 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Anna 
 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I do not support extension on the Virginia 
side until Maryland agrees to extension on the Maryland side. 
495NextComments_Q02 : The expansion will be detrimental to Scott's 
Run access which I use frequently from live oak drive 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Terri Rice Design 
 
The design is not anticipated to impact access to the 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve Trails. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align the 
design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative that 
results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is a 
focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless connection 
but to also focus on efficient construction to minimize 
disruption to the traveling public. The Record of Decision 
for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in Maryland 
is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  Maryland has 
selected a Preferred Alternative that would provide the 
most seamless connection with the Virginia 495 Express 
Lanes project and has selected a project developer for 
advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed Lanes Phase 1 
project. 
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Traffic,  Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : While something needs to be done, this is 
not the time to do so. COVID has fundamentally changed our world in 

Lori 
Carbonnea
u 

Traffic 
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 



Study & 
Outreach 

 

ways we do not yet understand. The ultimate traffic demands cannot 
be accurately anticipated at this point. I prefer to not make decisions 
with long term financial, infrastructural and environmental 
consequences on an incomplete fact base. 
495NextComments_Q02 : It is critical that a full analysis be conducted. 
The noise around this debate would suggest the parties are yet to be 
fully satisfied. Future generations will be impacted by whatever choices 
we make. Let’s be confident we’ve done good work and be confident 
our legacy will demonstrate we care. 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
 
Study & Outreach 
 
Covid 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are 
representative of typical conditions in the corridor. The 
current traffic conditions associated with COVID-19 are 
anticipated to be temporary, as compared with the 
ultimate design year used to design the project, which is 
required to be a minimum of 20 years from the current 
year. The analysis of future conditions is based on 2025 
and 2045 models to account for anticipated growth. 
VDOT used the federally-approved Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG) travel 
demand forecast model to generate future year traffic 
forecasts. This regional model is the best tool available to 
assess traffic operations in the future. Furthermore, the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) requires that 
states use the latest approved MWCOG model in the 
preparation of transportation NEPA studies and 
documents. 
Daily traffic volumes across Northern Virginia have 
recovered on average to approximately 80% of pre-
COVID-19 volumes, and VDOT traffic data for segments of 
I-495 shows that daily traffic volumes have recovered to 
nearly 90% of pre-COVID-19 volumes. Monitoring of 
traffic conditions along the American Legion Bridge over 
the past 6 months has demonstrated that congestion 
along this segment of I-495 is gradually returning to a 



regularly occurring regional bottleneck with slower 
speeds and progressively longer queues. Traffic volumes 
are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 levels by the 
time the project is constructed and operational. In order 
to understand the potential impacts of reduced traffic 
demand on the network and the proposed project, VDOT 
is conducting a sensitivity study of impacts to traffic 
forecast volumes and traffic operations under a 
conservative scenario where impacts of COVID-19 were 
long-lasting into the future horizon years, with reductions 
in traffic volumes. The results of the sensitivity study will 
be shared publicly upon completion in Spring 2021. 
 
Environmental Assessment 
 
As noted on the FHWA website 
(https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documen
tation.aspx ), “An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 
prepared for projects where it is known that the action 
will have a significant effect on the environment. An 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for actions in 
which the significance of the environmental impact is not 
clearly established.” For the I-495 NEXT project, an EA 
was prepared because the significance of the 
environmental impact was not known prior to project 
initiation. The supporting technical studies and 
documentation in the technical reports are prepared to a 
level of detail that allows FHWA to make an independent 
decision on the path forward for the project, as well as to 
assess the level of impacts associated with each resource. 
Technical studies and reports are prepared in a level of 
detail such that they may be used to support an EA or and 
EIS, regardless of the type of NEPA document. 
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. The EA was 
approved for public availability by the FHWA on February 
24, 2020. Following the Public Hearing and receipt of 
public and agency comment, VDOT is working with FHWA 
to respond to substantive public comments and complete 
any additional analyses that are deemed necessary for 
the NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will 
request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of 
these efforts do not identify any significant impacts, 

https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx


VDOT would request a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s 
selected action and document the absence of significant 
impacts. The issuance of the FONSI would complete the 
study process. On the other hand, if significant impacts 
are identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
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Oppose 

I oppose 495NEXT Extension Project. 
Please include the following emails, with complete Text and addresses,  
in the Comment Record. 
 
Still so Many Unanswered Questions….Submitted to VDOT so Many 
Times !   
No Answers for Residents Before the Sham “Hearing” Oct. 5, 2020 ! 
VDOT Please supply Detailed Answers to the Following Questions, 
Requests and Concerns. 
 
Thank You…….April Georgelas 
 
[REMOVED] 
McLean, VA 22101 
(703) 821-3273 
 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Subject: ALERT URGENT To Rob Carey...ALERT: Residents Request 
Answers for 495NEXT EA STUDIES QUESTIONS AGAIN & List of NEW 
PLAN CHANGES Since May 20, 2019......... URGENT URGENT....How 
MANY Required Meetings BEFORE a "Hearing" ?....Region had ONLY 
One May 20, 2019....Where is REQUIRED PUBLISHED Newspaper 
Advertising for 495NEXT RUSHED Sham "Hearing" ? URGENT Requests 
for VDOT Responses to 495NEXT Questions....MISSING EA 
STUDIES...Public Prep for Sept. 28th & 30th virtual Q&A "sessions" 
Date: December 3, 2020 at 4:40:43 PM EST 
To: Barbara Favola <bfavola1@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<katmurphy3@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, "John W. Foust" 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov> 
Cc: April <askapril@cox.net> 
 

April 
Georgelas 

This email requests that a series of emails from Ms. 
Georgelas to various elected officials and others be 
included in the record of comments received. It presents 
no new comments or questions for the project team. 
 



Officials…….Following is email of Unanswered Residents’ Requests, 
Concerns and Questions I sent to Rob Cary on Oct.9, 2020. 
No Response.  No Action.  No Answers. 
Instead, Rob Cary repeatedly publicly quoted VDOT’s Position on 
495NEXT. 
 
Is this Transparency and Proper Public Process ? Is this Fair ?   No. 
 
Please STOP the Comment Deadline. 
 
Thanks……April 
 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Subject: ALERT: Residents Request Answers for 495NEXT EA STUDIES 
QUESTIONS AGAIN & List of NEW PLAN CHANGES Since May 20, 
2019......... URGENT URGENT....How MANY Required Meetings BEFORE 
a "Hearing" ?....Region had ONLY One May 20, 2019....Where is 
REQUIRED PUBLISHED Newspaper Advertising for 495NEXT RUSHED 
Sham "Hearing" ? URGENT Requests for VDOT Responses to 495NEXT 
Questions....MISSING EA STUDIES...Public Prep for Sept. 28th & 30th 
virtual Q&A "sessions" 
Date: October 9, 2020 at 4:00:06 PM EDT 
To: Robert Cary <rob.cary@vdot.virginia.gov>, "Wight, Amy" 
<amy.wight@governor.virginia.gov> 
Cc: April <askapril@cox.net> 
 
Rob….. 
Please look into this VDOT Stonewalling Situation ASAP.   
Susan Shaw does not even acknowledge receiving these Requests. Not 
acceptable. Not Transparent or Proper Public Process. 
 
Thanks…..April 
 
Georgelas 
(703) 821-3273 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Subject: ALERT: Residents Request Answers for 495NEXT EA STUDIES 
QUESTIONS AGAIN & List of NEW PLAN CHANGES Since May 20, 
2019......... URGENT URGENT....How MANY Required Meetings BEFORE 
a "Hearing" ?....Region had ONLY One May 20, 2019....Where is 



REQUIRED PUBLISHED Newspaper Advertising for 495NEXT RUSHED 
Sham "Hearing" ? URGENT Requests for VDOT Responses to 495NEXT 
Questions....MISSING EA STUDIES...Public Prep for Sept. 28th & 30th 
virtual Q&A "sessions" 
Date: October 9, 2020 at 9:57:23 AM EDT 
To: "Shaw, Susan" <susan.shaw@vdot.virginia.gov>, "Lerner, Abraham" 
<abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov>, "Donohue Nick (GOV)" 
<nick.donohue@governor.virginia.gov> 
Cc: Clerk to the BOS <clerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "John W. Foust" 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Edmondson, Jane P." 
<Jane.Edmondson@fairfaxcounty.gov>, huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov, 
sully@fairfaxcounty.gov, Barbara Favola <bfavola1@gmail.com>, 
Kathleen Murphy <katmurphy3@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, Chris Gibson 
<chris.gibson@mail.house.gov>, Alena Yarmosky 
<alena.yarmosky@governor.virginia.gov>, Ofirah Yheskel 
<Ofirah.Yheskel@governor.virginia.gov>, 
sharon.stark@mail.house.gov, "Wight, Amy" 
<amy.wight@governor.virginia.gov>, Robert Cary 
<rob.cary@vdot.virginia.gov>, veda_beltran@kaine.senate.gov, 
amanda_haverkamp@warner.senate.gov, Tom Biesiadny 
<tom.biesiadny@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Linda Colbert 
<linda.colbert@viennava.gov>, Sol Glasner 
<sglasner@tysonspartnership.org>, Brent McKenzie 
<BMcKenzie@transurban.com>, "Cuvelier, Charles J" 
<charles_cuvelier@nps.gov>, Tim Thompson 
<tctthompson@msn.com>, "Becker, Dalton" 
<Dalton.Becker@fairfaxcounty.gov>, April <askapril@cox.net>, "Reiff, 
Jeff" <Jeffery.Reiff@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Valentine Shannon (CTB)" 
<shannon.valentine@governor.virginia.gov>, 495 Northern Extension 
<495NorthernExtension@vdot.virginia.gov>, Robert Iosco 
<robert.iosco@vdot.virginia.gov>, Rob Prunty <rob.prunty@kimley-
horn.com>, Tysons Reporter <news@tysonsreporter.com>, Emily 
Leayman <Emily.Leayman@patch.com>, gillian.smith@patch.com, 
Brian Trompeter <btrompeter@sungazette.net>, 
editors@connectionnewspapers.com, "Lazo, Luz" 
<Luz.Lazo@washpost.com>, pbrogan@wtop.com, 
metro@washpost.com, "Tuss, Adam (NBCUniversal)" 
<Adam.Tuss@nbcuni.com>, news4pr@nbcuni.com, 
newsdesk@wjla.com, wttgdesk@foxtv.com, newstips@wusa9.com, 
verify@wusa9.com 
 
Susan…… 



Responses to EA Studies Questions would be appreciated ASAP. 
  Please also answer other Questions, Concerns and Requests Listed in 
a timely manner. 
Taxpaying Residents should not have to repeatedly request Responses. 
 
Thanks….April Georgelas.      (703) 821-3273 
 
 
On Oct 8, 2020, at 10:20 AM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
 
Susan Shaw and VDOT … 
 
Residents have been Requesting Answers for repeatedly submitted EA 
STUDIES QUESTIONS for several months.  
No Answers have been forthcoming for Residents or Officials. 
Please scroll down to the Sept. 24th email on this chain and Answer the 
EA Studies Questions & Requests Section….ASAP….. by end of today. 
Please send other Sections of Questions & Requests, that follow EA 
Studies Questions, in this email...ASAP. 
 
 
*** EA STUDIES QUESTIONS *** 
 
Are they done ?  YES or NO.   
Please add Direct Specific Link for “Yes" Studies.   MODEL used. 
 
There are now 21 numbered entries…with more Questions from 
Residents being added. 
These Questions are Listed, Detailed and Referenced to Susan Shaw’s 
May 20, 2019 Transcript Comments …found in Email dated August 7, 
2020. 
The May 20, 2019 Transcript was also sent to Officials and VDOT at this 
time.  It is online under Comments. 
( Let me know if anyone needs to be copied.) 
 
Please Copy Answers for EA Studies Questions…and Each Additional 
Request Section that follows...to everyone on email cc address area 
above. 
 
 
 
Susan, your writing to the Public and Officials in our August 7th email 
exchange regarding the same EA Studies Questions, indicated that staff 



would be complying answers and putting them on-line . This was very 
disappointing. 
Complete Answers could NOT be found. 
 
VDOT has a “Frequently Asked Questions” section” which contains a 
few, totally inadequate, VDOT quickie “summaries” of “something" not 
resembling original Questions asked.   
This is nothing more than a superficial dead letter section where some 
Taxpayer Questions are dismissed, dismantled and dumped. 
 
 
 
CHOKE POINT TRAFFIC IMPACTS FOR REGION….ON EA Studies Question 
List 
 
Residents continue to ask about VERIFYING 495NEXT CHOKE POINT & 
Connection Studies at GW Area, especially Northbound. 
Is the Limited Study Timeline Adequate.  The 495 Area Rush Hour, 
especially Northbound,  tended to extend most of the Day …not just an 
hour or a few ! 
Please remember 495NEXT is a Stand Alone Project. 
MD may never build. 
MD DEIS indicate Increased Traffic on General Lanes and Local Streets 
…3 Choke Point are Worse !  
How could this make our VA Traffic on 495 General Lanes Faster ?! 
Please Show Real Studies relating to MD DEIS. 
 
CHOKE POINT Traffic Impact Studies Must be Done for 495, Local 
Streets, McLean CBC... Corridors 123, Old Dominion, 193….Tysons and 
Region. This is a Region and State Project. 
 
The few charted Streets “studied” are NOT Adequate….. And Need to 
be Reviewed for structuring. 
Old 2018 Regional Intersection Studies appear to be inappropriate and 
inadequate to apply to 495NEXT.  
Did they include the WORSENED CHOKE POINT with 495NEXT at GW 
North ? 
 
The CHOKE POINT at GW North will have INCREASED & WORSENED 
CONGESTION. 
How can the historically Jammed 193 & Balls Hill  Intersection possibly 
be less congested ?! 
How can Local Streets, McLean CBC, Local Street Cut Thru Traffic...be 
Better ?! 



Please Conduct Real Studies. 
 
All EA Traffic Studies should be Independently Reexamined. The 
Models and Studies used…. Independently Examined. 
 
                                                                 
********************************** 
 
 
 
*** LIST OF NEW 495NEXT PLAN CHANGES *** Since May 20, 2019 
VDOT Community Information Meeting…The Only Community 
Meeting.  
                   This was Requested at a Recent VDOT September Session.  I 
asked that this List be sent to Officials and to me.  
                       It has not been Received. 
 
 
* Please List ALL PLAN CHANGES  for PHASE I & PHASE II…...and Submit 
to All in cc address area above. 
 
* Please show Link Location…... Identify & Color Highlight Change Area. 
* Show Engineering Reports & Impact Studies 
* Show NEED, PURPOSE and BENEFITS. 
* Show VISUAL IMPACT ANALYSIS  & ELEVATIONS for Each CHANGE.  
Show Link.  Please Enlarge for easier study. 
               
 
* VISUAL IMPACT STUDIES  for COMMUNITY & PARKLAND AREAS 
BEFORE PLAN CHANGES …Please show BEFORE & AFTER CHANGES 
            Visual Impact Studies are Required.  
                They were Requested BEFORE March 12th postponed Sham 
“Hearing”….and After.   
                 They were not forthcoming.   
                   They were NOT Done as of Oct. 2, 2020….according to Susan 
Shaw and Abi Lerner. Only small GW National Park Area Done. 
    
 
 
* What Plan Designs were OMITTED and Why ?  When ?  What took its 
Place ? 
 
 
* LIST All NEW PLAN CHANGES  for PHASE I & PHASE II : 



 
When were Changes Done ? 
Why ?  
What was Need…Purpose….Benefits. 
Show Engineering Studies. 
Show Traffic Impact Studies…..BEFORE & AFTER CHANGES. 
Show If Additional Property is Needed for these New Changes.   Where 
?   How Much More ? 
 
 
 
* MORE PLAN CHANGES in FUTURE 
 
Susan Shaw said in VDOT Recent Sept. Sessions that MORE NEW 
CHANGES  Can Occur…..as VDOT “hears” from Public. 
How does Public Participate in this Change Process and present Change 
Ideas  ? 
How is Public Informed of Proposed New Changes & Impacts ? 
Does Public have Input about Proposed Changes ?    How ?    When in 
Change Proposal “Process” Timeline ? 
 
495NEXT is A DESIGN / BUILD PROJECT. 
VDOT has OVERSIGHT of Project 
Once Contractor is hired….CHANGES May Occur WITHOUT PUBLIC 
NOTICE….Correct ? 
Has Contractor been hired ?    By Whom?    When ? 
 
Will this Practice of No Public Notice change with 495NEXT ? 
 
Transparency is Essential….and Fair. 
 
 
                                                     
**************************************************** 
 
 
 
*** SHOW ENVIRONMENT IMPACTS from CHANGES…. for PHASE I & 
PHASE II *** 
 
 
* STORMWATER IMPACTS STUDIES…….WHERE  Are They ?      
 
Show Studies Before Change 



After Plan Changes  & IMPACTS  
 ( Example : Live Oak Drive  being MOVED & Raised in New Plan….in an 
Already Unmitigated Stormwater Area of PROBLEMS since VDOT 
Moved Live Oak  20 years ago to Add 5 Lanes to 495. Street and Homes 
are Impacted with Storms. 
New Plan changes include Moving Live Oak again... Raising 
Street….Remove All Current Street Trees & Dense Growth that ABSORB 
Some Runoff. 
Flood Plain Area will be Removed near Homes  with an  INCREASED  
Slope  from Raised Street. 
Homes have Septic Fields in immediate Area.  Severe Increased 
Unmitigated Stormwater Problems will Result for Homeowners and 
Street!) 
 
 
* NOISE IMPACTS 
    Show Studies BEFORE & AFTER Site Plan Changes for Each Specific 
Change.  (Example:New Raised Access Ramp S to 193…Flyover Ramps.) 
 
* Show PRIVACY WALL & SOUND WALL CHANGES …..& IMPACTS for 
NOISE & STORMWATER at each Wall  Area. 
 
*TREE REMOVAL IMPACTS by Specific Areas 
 
                                                       
                                                  
******************************************************** 
 
 
*** SHOW MITIGATIONS PLANS *** 
 
List Cost Estimates to Mitigate Environment Impacts  by Cause and 
Area.  
VA will be Responsible for MITIGATION COSTS ! 
What is VA prepared to do to MITIGATE IMPACTS  for Stormwater, 
Noise, Sound Walls & Privacy Walls, Tree replacement ? 
 
 495NEXT Contract apparently does Not Include Mitigation Budget for 
Analyzing & Mitigating the following : 
Stormwater Damage 
Noise 
Sound Walls  & Privacy Walls 
Tree Replacement 
 



 
                                                 
********************************************************* 
 
 
*** TEMPORARY COSTRUCTION EASEMENTS & IMPACTS *** 
 
VDOT can take Private Land  and Parkland for Use During Construction 
for Equipment and Work Area. 
NO Public Notice Required ! 
NO Mitigation Required ! 
     Tree Removal and Land Damage are left for Landowner to deal with 
IMPACTS and COSTS...for Stormwater, Noise, Tree Replacement, etc.. 
 
This is an UNACCEPTABLE & ABUSIVE Practice. 
 
What will VA & Officials do to Remove this Practice from Contract ? 
What will VA Pay to Mitigate Property DAMAGE  and IMPACTS ?  
 
Will  VA hold VDOT & Transurban Responsible for Notification, Impacts 
and Costs  associated with Temporary Construction Easements ? 
 
 
 
                                                        
**********************************************************
** 
 
 
 
*** NEW CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE……..PHASE I & PHASE II  **** 
        Why are there TWO PHASES ?     What are Purpose, Need and 
Benefits ? 
 
 
DULLES INTERCHANGE PHASE II…Add to List…#22 
 
This apparently is now delayed to Phase II of Plan.  
Yes, Many are becoming aware only last week that 495NEXT is in 2 
Phases…?  Why ? 
Dulles Interchange Plans are basic and incomplete. 
Have Studies been Done for Phase I WITHOUT Dulles Interchange 
….and WITH Dulles Interchange ?  
 



NOTE:   Dulles Interchange has been Under-designed for Many Years. 
It needs to be Studied ASAP…..and Corrected ASAP.  This could improve 
choke point. 
 
How does this Impact Traffic…WITH and WITHOUT 495NEXT ….With 
Phase I and/or  Phased II ? 
 
What Happens If PHASE II NEVER HAPPENS ?    
There is talk that it may never be Built !   
WHY would it NOT be BUILT ?   
Are there Traffic Impact Studies  WITHOUT and WITH ? 
 
WHY is there A PHASE II  Instead of Building all Plan Corridor at the 
Same Time as indicated by Susan Shaw in 2019 ? 
 
 
DULLES RAMP 
 
This appears to be 50 feet in Air.  (Plans seem incomplete and 
preliminary.) 
Limited Access cannot be put on an Interstate…Correct ? 
Is  a 1/4 Mile Allowance  Required for an Interchange near  Highway ? 
Is there an Approved Change in Limited Access ?  When ?   By Whom ? 
 
 
                                                         
********************************************************* 
 
 
 
*** PUBLIC COMMENT SECTION for 495NEXT….MISSING since May 20, 
2019 *** 
 
Taxpaying Residents demand that their Comments be Placed Online in 
FULL ORIGINAL TEXT as Submitted…..ASAP for Public Review. 
Residents are unable to locate their Comments for 495NEXT since the 
May 20, 2019 Meeting Transcript was Posted by VDOT. 
 
VDOT intention to later “Summarize” Taxpayer Comments…and maybe 
Answer Questions... is NOT Acceptable.  
VDOT would be censoring not only the Question…but the  contrived 
"Answers" to an unknown Verbatim Entry. 
 The Public has no idea what the Original submitted  TEXT Comments & 
Questions were. 



This Denies Timely Public Transparency and Proper Public Process. 
 
Many Questions posted before May 20, 2019 Remain Unanswered or 
Inadequately addressed.  Please review and correct immediately. 
If “Summaries” are entered before May 20, 2019.....Please enter 
original TEXT Submitted to VDOT for 495NEXT. 
 
 
Providing  Taxpayer Requests and EA Studies Answers will be very 
helpful for Everyone. 
Data and Facts Help for Public & Officials’  Wise Decision Making. 
It will contribute to Essential Public Transparency and Proper Public 
Process.   
 
 
Thanks……April Georgelas 
 
[REMOVED] 
McLean, VA 22101 
(703) 821-3273 
 
 
 
 
Sent to VDOT and Officials : 
 
On Oct 5, 2020, at 3:46 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
How MANY Public Meetings are REQUIRED for 495NEXT ?    
66 widening had 300 Required Meetings...495NEXT has held ONE on 
May 20, 20109 ! 
 
** Project Idea presented 2018…75 attending, half were VDOT people 
** May 20, 2019……VDOT Community 495NEXT Information 
Meeting….Only Meeting with Limited Attendance due to Limited 
Advertising !   
     
** Major PLAN CHANGES AFTER this Meeting ! 
 
** Fall 2019 ………… Information Meeting CANCELLED by VDOT 
 
** NO REQUESTED Public Information Meetings Held  to Explain Major 
Plan Changes…Changes were NOT Announced or Explained to Public 
 



** March 12, 2020 “Hearing”…..Postponed due to COVID and Lack of 
EA Studies Information 
** Oct. 5, 2020 …”RUSHED” Inappropriate “Hearing” ! 
 
 
(2 spur of the moment VDOT ”Sessions” on Sept. 28 & 30th are NOT 
Public Information Meetings… 
Plan Changes Remain UNEXPLAINED.   
 REQUESTED & REQUIRED EA Visual Impact Analysis were NOT DONE as 
of Oct. 2, 202…last Friday !  No Opportunity for PUBLIC REVIEW !) 
 
 
Thanks…April Georgelas 
 
 
On Oct 5, 2020, at 2:46 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
URGENT:   14 Day Minimum Newspaper PUBLISHED Notice REQUIRED 
for a “Hearing"….Where are Notices ?  When published ?  VDOT should 
have easily accessible file.  Please SEND ASAP ! 
 Wash Post searching….WTOP uninformed before noon today. 
Is RUSHED “Hearing” Proper Legal Procedure ?   
 
Region Residents NOT Adequately Notified of “Rush” Sham “Hearing” !  
STOP this Inappropriate Sham “Hearing” Now ! 
 
Region Residents DENIED Public Meetings since May 20, 2019…DENIED 
Plan Change Info….DENIED Proper& Adequate  EA Traffic Studies…… 
Region Residents are DENIED Transparency and Proper Public Process ! 
 
 
Is Rushed Sham “Hearing” because financially fragile Transurban is 
Desperate to Sign Contract ? 
Are Taxpayers are being Sacrificed for Transurban ?!  
So Many Questions about So Many Things Wrong with 495NEXT ! 
Taxpayers Deserve Answers and PUBLIC MEETINGS….BEFORE a 
RUSHED Inappropriate Sham “Hearing” !!! 
Pause…and Research…Stop “Hearing “ ! 
 
April Georgelas 
 
 
 
On Oct 5, 2020, at 1:39 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 



 
On Oct 5, 2020, at 1:21 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
Susan and Officials… 
Residents cannot find PUBLISHED VDOT Notices for 495NEXT “Hearing” 
Tonite at 7:00p.m. ! 
Washington Post is Checking on this now. 
WTOP knew nothing about “Hearing” tonite when I called before noon 
! 
 
Most Regional Residents are NOT Aware of “Hearing” tonite !   Is this 
Right…proper Transparency and Proper public process ? 
 
Isn’t a 14 day Minimum REQUIRED for Published Newspaper Notices ? 
 
URGENT…Please list Newspaper Publications and Dates 495NEXT VDOT 
Notice for “Hearing”  ASAP !  Copy all on cc list above ASAP 
 
 
April Georgelas 
 
 
On Sep 25, 2020, at 4:36 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
Susan….............And Officials... 
 
Your response is once again evasive and inadequate . 
Your response about the “sessions” is limited. 
Your “response” is  totally MISSING any answers for the EA STUDIES 
QUESTIONS and REQUESTS.  
     This must indicate that the STUDIES are also MISSING !     Are they ? 
 
Please Stop Disrespecting our Taxpaying Residents ! 
Your inadequate “answers” also disrespect our Officials….disrespect 
those who care about their Constituency and Community . 
 
Please Do Your Job or Resign ! 
Please Answer the 495NEXT Questions from Residents that have been 
submitted to You and Officials for months !  
           Many were submitted to you and VDOT BEFORE the March 12th 
“Hearing”….and REMAIN UNANSWERED.  
 
 
SESSIONS:    



Who is on the panel ?  Residents deserve to know.   
Will you be answering the Questions ? 
Who will SCREEN and SELECT the Questions ? 
Why is the Public permanently Muted ? 
 
Please provide a Transcript, Recording, and Taping of these “sessions” 
immediately following each “session” 
Yom Kippur is September 28th and Many Residents are unable to 
participate that evening.  
 
 
Please INCLUDE all the 21`EA Studies Questions &  Requests  I have 
submitted in my following email dated September 24, 2020.  
I formally submit these Questions to your  2 “sessions” on behalf of 
many Residents. 
 
 
Please Advertise these Q&A Sessions !  
 Supervisor Foust sent out his Notice to approximately 1000 
subscribers. The sessions info was included. 
McLean has over 60,000 Residents alone..not including the Regional 
Residents !   Reminder:  This is a Regional Project. 
Taxpaying Residents are Not Properly Alerted. 
 
Most Residents do Not Know about 495NEXT…Do Not understand 
495NEXT…Certainly Do Not Know What to Ask about Project ! 
Major Project Design Changes Remain Undisclosed and Remain 
Unexplained. 
 
Transparency & Proper Public Process is Again Lacking ! 
 
 
STUDIES QUESTIONS and REQUESTS 
 
Why are you avoiding answering these Questions ? 
A simple Yes or No Response would be a nice and helpful start. 
The Studies are Done or they are Missing. 
 
Not Answering for months indicates that something might be very 
WRONG with 495NEXT EA Studies and Process. 
The Choke Point & Connection Studies at GW before the Bridge... and 
Regional Traffic Impacts Studies ….will alone prove the 495 Bottleneck 
and Increased Local, McLean CBC & Regional Traffic Congestion.  
Your “claims” of local traffic “improvements” will not be supported.   



 
Please Answer the Questions Now. 
 
 
Please Stop Denying the Public these Deserved Answers ! 
Please Stop Denying Taxpayers  Proper and Required Transparency 
…and Proper Public Process ! 
 
 
Officials……Please Ask the Questions and Get the Answers for Your 
Constituency. Please Represent Your Constituency Now.  
                       Your Silence is NOT Acceptable and Condones Susan 
Shaw’s unprofessional behavior and supports the EA Studies “claims”.              
 
Reporters….Please Ask the Questions and Investigate What the Heck is 
Going On ?   
                                Where are the Studies ? Where is The Accounting for 
$6 million Study Money ? 
 
 
It is Time for Answers ASAP. 
It is Time for VDOT...Our Officials...& Governor to STOP the 495NEXT 
Sham “Hearing “ for Oct. 5th….  
                                    Until Proper Transparency and Proper Public 
Process Prevail. 
 
 
Thank You……..April Georgelas 
 
[REMOVED] 
McLean, Va 22101 
(703) 821-3273 
 
 
 
On Sep 25, 2020, at 9:51 AM, Shaw, Susan 
<susan.shaw@vdot.virginia.gov> wrote: 
 
Ms. Georgelas,  
 
The two question and answer sessions we are hosting on September 28 
and September 30 are meant to be independent open-house type 
opportunities for the public to ask questions that they have about the 
495 Next Project. These virtual meetings will be available on a webex 



platform, by phone, or can be viewed on YouTube.  There is no capacity 
limit to the virtual question and answer sessions.  We will have an 
opportunity for the public to either type in their questions in the "chat" 
function of the Webex meeting, or to call in their questions. Everyone 
in the meeting will be able to see the questions, or to hear the 
question as it is asked.  The meetings will be recorded and available on 
our website after the meeting as part of the project's public 
involvement process.  We are not planning to develop a transcript of 
the meetings. The project team and our technical experts will be 
available to answer questions, and we can provide a list of the 
personnel that answered questions after the meeting. 
 
This will be the first time that we have used this technology to conduct 
a question and answer session. Our team is working very hard to 
provide an opportunity for the public to get the information that they 
need, and to be as transparent and fair as we can in making sure that 
each individual has a chance to get their questions answered. We look 
forward to our sessions next week.   
Susan N. Shaw, PE, DBIA, CCM 
Megaprojects Director 
 
Northern Virginia District 
 
Virginia Department of Transportation | 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, 
VA 22030 |  
office 703.259.1995 | cell 571.221.5219 
 
 
On Thu, Sep 24, 2020 at 11:35 AM April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
Susan Shaw and VDOT… 
 
Many Residents have Questions and Requests for You and VDOT in 
preparation for your recently announced 495NEXT virtual Q&A 
sessions... scheduled for September 28th & 30th. 
 
It will be very helpful and easier for Everyone, if your Responses to 
these Session Requests & Questions…..Your Responses to EA Studies 
Questions, etc... are sent Today directly to Everyone on this Email and 
also posted online for Public Review, Discussion and Consideration. 
Please send direct online link. 
Taxpaying Residents and Officials will be better informed to ask and 
submit Appropriate Questions for your sessions. 
It will save Everyone Time. 



We will all be on the same Information Page. 
 
 
 
SESSION QUESTIONS 
 
#1 
Who will be on the Q&A session Panels ? 
 
Residents are Requesting that You Answer the screened and selected 
Public Questions about 495NEXT. 
This will help maintain Response Consistency since You answered the 
Public Questions posed during the May 20, 2019  VDOT 495NEXT 
Community Meeting.  Your Responses are available in the Meeting 
Transcript online. 
 
Residents are Requesting that Supervisor Foust, Senator Favola, 
Delegate Murphy, Representative Wexton, Secretary of Transportation 
Valentine and Our Governor attend and participate in these virtual 
VDOT Sessions. 
Only Supervisor Foust attended the 495NEXT Public Meeting on May 
20, 2019. 
It is important that Our Elected Officials are also fully briefed on Public 
Questions & Concerns…and 495NEXT VDOT Responses . 
 
#2 
What is the Participant Capacity for Visual Section Attendance and 
Phone Section Attendance ? 
 
#3 
Will a backup contact phone number or email be provided for Those 
having Connection Difficulties or stuck in “hold” area ? 
 
#4 
How will 495NEXT Design Plans, New Plan Design Changes, Elevations, 
etc.  be adequately and properly shared with Public during these 
Q&A sessions ? 
 
#5 
Who will screen and select the Questions presented to You for Answers 
? 
What happens to the Unselected Questions ?    
Will they be placed immediately Online for Public Review  and in 
Official Public Comment 495NEXT Project Section ? 



Will they be Answered by VDOT online ? 
 
#6 
Please provide Direct Public Comment Site Link for 495NEXT.  
Residents have been unable to Access their Public Comments since 
May 20, 2019 Meeting. 
Where are they ? 
Public was promised that their Comment Text  would be placed online 
for Public Review, Consideration, Discussion. 
VDOT was to provide Answers to Public Comments, Concerns and 
Questions. 
 
#7 
Residents Request that these virtual  Q&A sessions be Recorded, 
Filmed, and placed Immediately Online at 495NEXT site for Public 
Review …especially before the next session on  Sept. 30th. 
Please make a Transcript Immediately Available Online following each 
Q&A session. 
This will help Residents understand which Questions were Answered 
by VDOT ….and How the Questions were Answered. 
This will help Residents to resubmit Unanswered Questions and form 
Additional Questions for VDOT’s September 30th Q&A session. 
 
#8 
Residents Request that these virtual Q&A sessions, their Questions and 
Answers be included in the Official 495NEXT Public Comment Record 
for Federal Review and any Proper Public Hearing Record. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
495NEXT EA STUDIES QUESTIONS  &  PROJECT QUESTIONS 
 
Residents are Requesting Answers to the following EA Studies 
Questions and Project Questions. 
Many of these EA Studies Questions have been repeatedly submitted 
to You and VDOT for Simple Answers. 
Unfortunately, evasive and inadequate Answers have resulted. 
 
The Unanswered EA Questions and Requests submitted Before the 
March 12, 2020  postponed “Hearing” ….REMAIN UNANSWERED ! 
 



Residents are Asking again for Simple  YES or NO Answers. 
Have the following Studies been completed for 495NEXT EA……Please 
Answer :   YES or NO. 
 
If Study has been properly conducted, please supply direct online link 
for Specific Study . 
This will save Everyone Time and avoid an exhausting & confusing 
Technical Data Treasure Hunt. 
This should be easily accomplished since these Study Requests were 
made many times over many months and you are familiar with Studies. 
 
I will resend these 2 Series of Emails to VDOT and Officials covering 
these Requests and Questions….last dated August 7, 2020. 
I will resend the May 20, 2019 Community Meeting Transcript which 
contains Your Promises for several Studies. 
 
 
 
 
>> MISSING EA STUDIES and REQUESTS ……Have the Following Studies 
been Done and Questions Answered ? : 
>> 
>> #1.    
>> Choke Point & Connection Point Traffic Impact Studies at 495 GW 
Area ….  
>> Specific Traffic Impact Studies for 495; Local Streets; 193, 123, Old 
Dominion Corridors; and Regional Studies…. 
>>  Have these Studies been Done ? 
>> Shaw states in Transcript this is a Regional Project and Regional 
Impacts will be studied…according to Susan Shaw at May 20, 2019 
Community Information Meeting.    
>> 
>> #2. 
>> Noise Impact Studies for Flyover Ramp Connecting to GW Parkway. 
>> Please Add  Noise Impact Studies for 2 More Flyover Ramps at GW 
Area near Private Live Oak & Green Oak Areas. 
>> Please Add Raised Access Ramp South to 193 Area Noise Impact 
Studies next to Live Oak Drive and Langley Club. 
>> Have these Studies been Done ?  
>> Can Intense Noise be Mitigated ? 
>> 
>> #3 
>> Inadequate Road Traffic Impact Studies... 



>> No Extensive Local Road Traffic Impact Studies can be found  
…including Areas of DeadRun, Carper, Douglass, Benjamin to Balls Hill, 
Lawton, Holyrood to Balls Hill;  McLean Neighborhood Streets; McLean 
CBC Street Studies; 123, Old Dominion & 193 Corridors; Tysons Area; 
66 Area; Regional Street Traffic Impact Studies .  
>> (VDOT and Shaw substituted  Old 2018 inaccurate Regional 
Intersection Studies Instead !) 
>> Are these Studies Now Done ?         If Not….When will they be Done 
? 
>> 
>> #4 
>> Intersection Studies in EA are Inadequate and Inaccurate.  
>> Old 2018 Regional Intersection Studies that include  CLRP Fantasy 
Projects (  such as MD has Built Bridge & HOTLanes and that they are 
“successful” without actual Traffic Impact studies )  are NOT 
Appropriate or Accurate Studies to Indicate Shaw’s “claims" of 
improved Local Street Traffic.  
 
>> Have New and appropriate Intersection Studies been Recently Done 
without CLRP “project" inclusions ? 
>> Current Real Regional Intersection Traffic Impact Studies appear to 
be Missing.  Are they ? 
>> 
>> #5 
>> Construction Traffic Impact Studies….For 495; Regional Streets; 
Local Streets; McLean CBC Streets;  Corridors Studies for 123, Old 
Dominion, 193, Chain Bridge; Tysons Studies…Are they Done ? 
>> 
>> #6 
>> GW Trafic Usage Studies 
>> Traffic Study Counts for Accessing GW Area….Currently & After 
495NEXT Build ?  Are these Studies Done ? 
>> Are “benefits” for a few toll drivers worth Destroying Area 
Communities with Excessive NOISE from 4 new Lanes, 3 New Flyover 
Ramps. Access Ramps at GW Area….at Flyover Ramps at Dulles Area,  
etc ? 
>> 
>> #7 
>> Benefits Proven from Traffic Studies ….for General Drivers, Area 
Drivers, Local Street Traffic , Regional Drivers ? 
>> Where are Current Data & Studies  showing Real Traffic Benefits 
from 495NEXT ?   Are Studies Done ? 
>> 
>> #8 



>> Cost Benefit Studies 
>> (Abi Lerner says project is free to Public. No Cost to Public. No Study 
is needed.  Is this true ?… 
>> Cost Benefit Studies are Done for OTHER Reasons!  Where are the 
Studies ?  Are these Studies Done ? ) 
>> 
>> #9 
>> Does 495NEXT Meet Required Purpose and Need ? (No) 
>> Where are the Studies ? Are Studies Done ? 
>> 
>> #10 
>> Study Dulles Area Flyover Ramps Design  ( This area has been 
undersigned for many years and needs very close Study.) 
>> Noise Studies for Dulles Area Flyover Ramps. Are they Done ?    Can 
Noise be Mitigated ? 
>> 
>> #11 
>> Stormwater Impact Studies ……….for 495, Local Areas, Deadrun, Live 
Oak Drive Areas.  Are Studies Adequately Completed ? 
>> 
>> #12 
>> Mitigation Studies and Plans for Stormwater Impacts 
>> Mitigation for Noise Impacts from 3 Flyover Ramps & Raised Access 
Ramp at GW and Dulles Areas. 
>> Are Adequate Mitigation Studies Complete ? 
>> Is Adequate Mitigation Possible ?  
>> If Mitigation is Not Possible, must project be stopped ? 
>> 
>> #13 
>> Temporary Construction Easements…Will Studies, Location of Areas, 
Public Notification & Mitigation Plans be Adequately Done ? 
>> 
>> #14 
>> Missing Design/ Build CHANGES and IMPACTS ….MITIGATION 
Plans….When will they be Publicly Shared ? 
>> Will Public be Alerted to Changes ?  Will Impact Studies for 
Design/Build CHANGES be Done ? 
>> 
>> 
>> #15 
>> Accounting for $6 million EA Study Money . 
>> Has Accounting been Done ? 
>> How much is remaining for use towards conducting Missing and 
Inadequate Studies ? 



>> 
>> #16 
>> Missing Contract Terms & Conditions for HOTLanes and 
495NEXT….Not available under FOIA.  
>> Missing Tolling Structuring, Terms and Conditions.   Will they be 
Publicly Shared ?   When ? 
 
>> #17 
>> Has Contractor been Hired by VDOT or Transurban ?     Which 
Contractor ?   Hired by Whom ? 
 
>> 
 
>> #18 
>> Will 495NEXT have Lliability Insurance for Property & Home 
Damages ?  How much ? 
>> Will were be Insurance Coverage for Homeowner Relocation during 
Intolerable Construction Conditions, as on 66 with Vibrations and noise 
? 
>> Will there be Health Liability Insurance for Health Concerns resulting 
from 495NEXT Construction, such a harmful Construction Silica Dust 
that lingers in Air for 1 mile ? 
>> 
>> 
>> #19 
>> Will there be an Independent Review of Transurban’s Frail Financial 
Status and their Project Viability  ?   When ? 
>> 
>> 
>> #20 
>> A Study was promised for Traffic Impacts :  IF MD Builds HOTLanes 
& New Bridge….But VA does NOT Build 495NEXT. 
>> Has Study been Done ?   When ? 
 
 
>> #21 
>> Will there be an Independent Review of :  495NEXT Process ….and 
Why the Rush to Build 495NEXT ? 
 
>> Will there be an Independent Review of :  
>> Why there has been a Lack of Ea Studies Answers… 
>> Lack of Public Meetings to Explain Major Plan Design Changes …. 
>> Lack of Promised Public Meetings… 



>> Why a Rush to a brief inadequate “Hearing” BEFORE Promised 
Public Meetings  ? 
 
>> Why the Lack of Public Transparency and Proper Public Process for 
495NEXT ? 
 
 
 
>> Hopefully, Answers to these Questions and Requests will Aid in 
Public Transparency.  
>> Your Immediate Responses Today are Appreciated.  
 
 
>> Thank You………….April Georgelas 
 
>> [REMOVED] 
>> McLean, VA 22101 
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I oppose the 495 N express lane extension in Virginia. There is no point 
in extending the lanes on the Virginia side until Maryland agrees to 
extend the Maryland side. I live in this area and do not believe the 
construction near the Potomac and Scott's Run has been well thought 
out. Why should our environment and daily life be negatively impacted 
for the convenience of those traveling to Maryland when Maryland 
wont even do their part to relieve congestion. 

Terri Rice VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
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LETTER 

 

I am commenting on behalf of the Fairfax Alliance for Better Bicycling 
(FABB) on the Virginia Department of Transportation's (VDOT's) 495 
Express Lanes Northern Extension Project. FABB is not taking a position 
on the HOT lanes, but writes to offer support for the planned parallel 
trail included in the proposed project.  We appreciate that VDOT 
included the parallel shared-use trail in the plan from the outset.  
We recognize that 495 NEXT has become a controversial project 
because of questions about the likely benefits of extending the High 
Occupancy Toll lanes, uncertainty of Maryland’s plans, the lack of 
transit funding, and the significant impacts on the environment. 
As the Fairfax County Department of Transportation (FCDOT) pointed 
out in a recent presentation to the Board of Supervisors, the planned 
trail alone has value because it will promote active transportation 

Sonya 
Breehey 
 
Fairfax 
Alliance for 
Better 
Bicycling 
 

See letter and response in the PUBLIC COMMENT 
RECEIVED FROM AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
INDIVIDUALS section of the public hearing page of the 
project website. 

 

 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/october_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


connections in and around Tysons. If built, the trail will help provide 
much needed connectivity between Tysons, McLean and across the 
American Legion Bridge when it is improved. 
Regardless of the final decision on the projected express lanes, FABB 
urges VDOT and Fairfax County to construct this parallel trail and 
needed connections into nearby communities, transit, and activity 
centers.  
To make a safe, comfortable, and well used trail, VDOT should:  
Place the bicycle and pedestrian trail behind the noise wall along the 
three-mile corridor.   
Provide improved bike facilities on Tyco Road, Jones Branch Drive, and 
Spring Hill Road on south of International Drive.  
Improve access from Lewinsville Road along Spring Hill Road 
underneath the Dulles Toll Road and into Tysons. Currently, there is a 
narrow and rough paved path and sidewalk from Lewinsville to the Toll 
Road and then up to the intersection with Jones Branch Road that 
needs to be widened and improved.  
Upgrade traffic signals in these areas should be upgraded to account 
for pedestrians and cyclists.  
Ensure that adequate wayfinding signage is included to get riders and 
pedestrians from the I-495 shared use path along Lewinsville Road to 
Tysons and then to Reston and Gallows Road. 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on this project.  
Sincerely,  
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Multiple 
Topics 
Oppose 

I oppose 495NEXT Extension Project. 
Please enter this email to various Residents and Neighborhoods in the 
Comment Record….in full text . 
The Link to Transit Meeting is in attached Article for Public Review. 
Please address Concerns and Questions. Explain in detail why 
mentioned Studies are Not Done as Required. 
Please Explain in Detail why this VDOT Dictated Comment  Deadline 
has been imposed ….. in-spite of all the Missing Data, Studies, Public 
Meetings Required  by a Proper EA. 
Please Explain why an EIS was not conducted…...which should have 
been Conducted since 495NEXT is a Stand Alone Project from an 
already constructed HOTlanes terminus, will Major Unmitigated 
Impacts on the Community. 
Susan Shaw said that an EA was selected over an EIS by VDOT.  
Why ? 
How was this Legal ? 
Thank you….. 
-------------EMAIL TO NEIGHBORS INCLUDED COMMENT 201130.683-----
---- 

April 
Georgelas 

This email forwards an email from Ms. Georgelas to 
unknown recipients that she requests be included in the 
record of comments received.  
Find responses below to questions asked in the 
transmittal email: 
 
Explain in detail why mentioned Studies are Not Done as 
Required.   
See previous responses to traffic studies performed.  
VDOT performed traffic analyses for the interstate system 
and surrounding study area network, including local 
streets, for the following scenarios: 

• Maryland project in place but no Virginia Project 
NEXT – 2025 and 2045 (“No-Build”) 

• Maryland project in place and Virginia Project 
NEXT – 2025 and 2045 (“Build”) 

• No Maryland project in place but no Virginia 
Project NEXT – 2025 (“No-Build Prior to MD”) 



• No Maryland project in place and Virginia Project 
NEXT – 2025 (“Build Prior to MD”)  

 
Please Explain in Detail why this VDOT Dictated 
Comment  Deadline has been imposed ….. in-spite of all 
the Missing Data, Studies, Public Meetings Required  by a 
Proper EA. 
The response deadline for public comments was 
consistent with federal and state requirements, and 
provided the public with 60 days to review and comment 
following the first public hearing, and 282 days following 
the release of materials to the public, prior to the COVID-
19 pandemic. As described above, the EA and Technical 
Reports addressed all of the required technical studies for 
the project, and no data or studies were missing.  
Although Federal and State regulations and guidelines do 
not require public meetings to be held in advance of a 
Public Hearing, VDOT has held three public meetings, two 
question and answer sessions for the general public, two 
public hearings, 23 meetings with elected officials, 109 
meetings with stakeholders and agencies, 22 meetings 
with homeowners and business associations, and 22 one-
on-one meetings with property owners.  
 
Please Explain why an EIS was not conducted…...which 
should have been Conducted since 495NEXT is a Stand 
Alone Project from an already constructed HOTlanes 
terminus, will Major Unmitigated Impacts on the 
Community. 
As noted on the FHWA website 
(https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documen
tation.aspx ), “An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 
prepared for projects where it is known that the action 
will have a significant effect on the environment. An 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for actions in 
which the significance of the environmental impact is not 
clearly established.” For the I-495 NEXT project, an EA was 
prepared because the significance of the environmental 
impact was not known prior to project initiation. The 
supporting technical studies and documentation in the 
technical reports are prepared to a level of detail that 
allows FHWA to make an independent decision on the 
path forward for the project, as well as to assess the level 
of impacts associated with each resource. Technical 

https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/nepa/documentation.aspx


studies and reports are prepared in a level of detail such 
that they may be used to support an EA or and EIS, 
regardless of the type of NEPA document. 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. The EA was 
approved for public availability by the FHWA on February 
24, 2020. Following the Public Hearing and receipt of 
public and agency comment, VDOT is working with FHWA 
to respond to substantive public comments and complete 
any additional analyses that are deemed necessary for 
the NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will 
request a NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of 
these efforts do not identify any significant impacts, 
VDOT would request a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s 
selected action and document the absence of significant 
impacts. The issuance of the FONSI would complete the 
study process. On the other hand, if significant impacts 
are identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : Absolute madness without coordinating 
with Maryland. Insufficient study of impact on environment and 
surroundings. 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Delia Noe Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align the 
design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative that 
results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is a 
focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless connection 
but to also focus on efficient construction to minimize 
disruption to the traveling public. The Record of Decision 
for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in Maryland 
is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  Maryland has 
selected a Preferred Alternative that would provide the 
most seamless connection with the Virginia 495 Express 
Lanes project and has selected a project developer for 
advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed Lanes Phase 1 
project. 

Environmental 
 
Environmental Document 
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. Following the 



Public Hearing and receipt of public and agency comment, 
VDOT has been working with FHWA to respond to 
substantive public comments and complete any 
additional analyses that are deemed necessary for the 
NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will request a 
NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of these efforts 
do not identify any significant impacts, VDOT would 
request a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from 
FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s selected 
action and document the absence of significant impacts. 
The issuance of the FONSI would complete the study 
process. On the other hand, if significant impacts are 
identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
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I oppose 495NEXT Extension project. 
Please enter following email in Comment Record with Complete and 
full Text and addresses. 
 
VDOT….Answers to MCA Transportation Committee  Questions would 
be nice. 
 
VDOT… 
Why was MTAG  ( McLean Traffic Advisory Group…a Regional Group 
formed by Supervisor Foust, Senator Favola and Delegate Murphy)   
totally Omitted from the 495NEXT Process and Information Updates 
since September 26, 2019 ? 
No Region Updates could be shared by MTAG with the Area Taxpayers. 
Why does VDOT remain so secretive  about 495NEXT Details…..and the 
Secret Contract Terms and Conditions ? 
Why does VDOT avoid Required Public Meetings  before a Rushed 
Sham “Hearing” ? 
 
Why the Rush ? 
 
Why is VDOT Bypassing Citizens ? 
Why is VDOT Denying Taxpayers Transparency and Proper Public 
Process  with 495NEXT ? 
 
When will an Independent Review of the 495NEXT Inadequate 
“Process” and EA be Conducted ? 
 
 

April 
Georgelas 

This email requests that a series of emails from Ms. 
Georgelas to various elected officials and others be 
included in the record of comments received. Find 
responses below to questions asked in the transmittal 
email: 
 

• The project team met numerous times with 
various groups and officials in the McLean area, 
including the McLean Citizens Association’s 
board and transportation committees; McLean 
area homeowners associations, community 
associations, and McLean Chamber of 
Commerce; and Supervisor John Foust, Senator 
Barbara Favola, and Delegate Kathleen Murphy. 
The project team reached out to the chairman of 
the McLean Traffic Advisory Group (MTAG) twice 
in fall 2020 to offer a briefing, but did not receive 
a response. Project update emails have been 
sent to the MTAG regarding project activities 
since 2018.  

• VDOT has held three public meetings, two 
question and answer sessions for the general 
public, two public hearings, 23 meetings with 
elected officials, 109 meetings with stakeholders 
and agencies, 22 meetings with homeowners 
and business associations, and 22 one-on-one 
meetings with property owners. Prior to public 
involvement meetings, VDOT advertised the 
meetings in local newspapers, as well as on 



Thank You……...April Georgelas  ( A Member of MTAG and MCA 
Transportation Committee) 
 
[REMOVED] 
McLean, VA 22101 
(703) 821-3273 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Subject: URGENT Deadline Looming...No Answers for MCA 
Transportation Committee or MTAG either for 495NEXT.... TC next 
committee meeting 
Date: December 3, 2020 at 12:28:38 AM EST 
To: Barbara Favola <bfavola1@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<katmurphy3@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov> 
Cc: "John W. Foust" <dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, April 
<askapril@cox.net> 
 
Barbara and Kathleen…. 
Residents are not the only ones having their Many 495NEXT Questions 
ignored by VDOT. 
MCA Transportation Committee has joined our ranks. 
 
Susan Shaw, Abi Lerner and Ron Cary visited MCA Transportation 
Committee on Oct. 13th.   
Yes, it was scheduled by Susan Shaw for AFTER the Sham 
“Hearing…Oct. 5, 2020. 
Many members had numerous Questions and there was  a promise of 
a swift followup…and Answers. 
Surprise.  Nothing.  For weeks…Still Nothing. 
 
Only one member got a response from Abi. I think it was less than 
satisfactory. 
MCA TC Chair's email follows with this update….note paragraph 3. 
 
 
MTAG : 
MTAG was listed by VDOT on their brief OUTREACH List for the last BOS 
Transportation Committee Meeting. 
Remember MTAG ?  The McLean Traffic Advisory Group for our Region, 
that you formed with John? 
Well, we have never been briefed on 495NEXT since September 26, 
2019 ! 

social media, and project notification postcards 
were sent out in the mail to over eight thousand 
households in Fairfax County, as well as to 
citizens via mass e-mail distributions. The Public 
Hearings held on October 5 and 8, 2020, 
provided both in-person, as well as virtual 
opportunities for the public to engage in the 
process. Prior to the Public Hearings, VDOT held 
two Public Information Meetings / Question-&-
Answer Sessions virtually with the public. In 
addition, the materials have been available 
online and in hard copy in several locations since 
February 2020, and the project team has been 
available for questions and comments via phone 
throughout the planning and design process. 
VDOT has been proactive in its engagement with 
the public through meetings, as described above, 
with numerous local citizen groups and 
residential organizations. VDOT is continuing to 
meet with HOAs on a regular basis to provide 
updates and provide opportunities for additional 
input and dialogue. Additionally, VDOT is 
committed to continuing to engage with the 
community through the final design and 
construction phases. These public involvement 
opportunities exceed both FHWA and VDOT 
policy for this type of NEPA study. 

 



We asked Questions then, including requesting putting the 495NEXT 
and HOTLanes Contract online.   
Followup Answers ?  We got Nothing.  Since Oct 26, 2019. 
And VDOT had MTAG listed as an  Outreach. 
Guess they are still reaching. In the wrong direction of Never. 
 
MTAG has not had Outreach from VDOT. 
MTAG has not been briefed on any Plan Updates and Designs, EA 
Studies… since Oct 26, 2019. 
I guess our MTAG Regional Areas do not deserve 495NEXT Updates and 
MTAG Member Input to 495NEXT. 
 
What does MTAG do about the Inappropriate VDOT Dictated Comment 
Deadline of Dec. 4th…Friday…in 1 day ? 
MTAG has No Detailed Project Information to Comment On.   Just like 
Residents. 
 
MTAG is Ignored, Bypassed and Denied Transparency and Public 
Process by VDOT…just as Taxpayers are. 
 
Please Stop the Unfair Comment Deadline for Friday, Dec. 4th ! 
 
 
Thanks………April 
 
 
 
On Nov 30, 2020, at 8:33 PM, David Wuehrmann <david.com> wrote: 
(To TC Committee Members) 
 
Hi every one.  I hope you all had a good Thanksgiving. 
 
 
On 495 NEXT, several of you sent questions to Abi Lerner (Merrily and 
Sharon)) or Rob Cary (Rob and David P.), but the only reply I’ve seen to 
any of those was a reply by Abi to *********.   
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I oppose 495NEXT extension. 
Please enter into Record. 
Please answer following Questions and Concerns repeatedly submitted 
to VDOT and Officials. Please keep full text and addresses. 
 
Thanks…April Georgelas 
 
[REMOVED] 
McLean, VA 22101 
(703) 821-3273 
  
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Subject: NO VDOT Answers...Re: $6 Million Taxpayer Studies Money 
......Inadequate VDOT Responses to 495NEXT EA Missing Studies 
Questions......TIME SENSITIVE: 495NEXT PHASED HOTLANES... Missing 
Studies Questions for MCA Transportation Committee Review 
Date: August 7, 2020 at 5:08:32 AM EDT 
To: "Shaw, Susan" <susan.shaw@vdot.virginia.gov> 
Cc: "Lerner, Abraham" <abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov>, "Donohue 
Nick (GOV)" <nick.donohue@governor.virginia.gov>, Clerk to the BOS 
<clerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "John W. Foust" 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov, 
sully@fairfaxcounty.gov, "Edmondson, Jane P." 
<Jane.Edmondson@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Kaplan, Jennifer" 
<jennifer.kaplan@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Barbara Favola 
<bfavola1@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, Kathleen <katmurf3@aol.com>, 
Chris Gibson <chris.gibson@mail.house.gov>, Kathleen Murphy 
<katmurphy3@gmail.com>, Alena Yarmosky 
<alena.yarmosky@governor.virginia.gov>, Ofirah Yheskel 
<Ofirah.Yheskel@governor.virginia.gov>, 
sharon.stark@mail.house.gov, veda_beltran@kaine.senate.gov, 
amanda_haverkamp@warner.senate.gov, Tom Biesiadny 
<tom.biesiadny@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Linda Colbert 
<linda.colbert@viennava.gov>, Sol Glasner 
<sglasner@tysonspartnership.org>, Brent McKenzie 
<BMcKenzie@transurban.com>, "Cuvelier, Charles J" 
<charles_cuvelier@nps.gov>, Tim Thompson 
<tctthompson@msn.com>, "Becker, Dalton" 
<Dalton.Becker@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Reiff, Jeff" 

April 
Georgelas 

This email requests that a series of emails from Ms. 
Georgelas to various elected officials and others be 
included in the record of comments received. 



<Jeffery.Reiff@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Valentine Shannon (CTB)" 
<shannon.valentine@governor.virginia.gov>, 495 Northern Extension 
<495NorthernExtension@vdot.virginia.gov>, "David Wuehrmann 
(david.wuehrmann@gmail.com)" <david.wuehrmann@gmail.com>, 
Robert Iosco <robert.iosco@vdot.virginia.gov>, Rob Prunty 
<rob.prunty@kimley-horn.com>, April <askapril@cox.net> 
 
Clerk to the BOS…Please forward to BOS Members.   Thanks…April 
Georgelas….[REMOVED], McLean, VA 22101 
 
 
 
Elected Officials and All: 
 
Is this “response" from Susan Shaw Acceptable for You ? 
Are her Non Answers Acceptable ? 
 
I find this "response" dismissive and inadequate. 
Why the Avoidance and Delays in Answering Simple Questions ? 
 
The Requests for Answers to the Studies Questions were submitted 
many times, for many weeks….. And this “response” is all Taxpayers 
and Officials deserve ? 
I hope Our Elected Officials and other Community Leaders will Require 
More….Will Require Factual Answers from Susan Shaw & VDOT ASAP. 
 
 
Susan did not even take a few minutes to Answer Questions #1-10 with 
a Simple “Yes or No” as requested, several times.   
Abi Lerner also avoided answering these simple questions. 
Either the Studies were Done or they were Not Done. 
Susan should know immediately .    Why did she not Answer ?  
 Seems like something might not be Right with the EA ?     What is 
Missing and/or Inadequate ?   Please Investigate. 
 
 
 
I went to the 495NEXT Site Susan evasively sent to us.  
The Studies Questions are not entered there. 
There are some old questions with often inadequate, superficial and 
sometimes nonfactual responses.  Example: “traffic will 
improve”….How ? For Whom ? 



Remember months ago when I wrote Questions from Residents  for 
VDOT ...and the response was that commonly asked questions were 
entered on the 495NEXT site ?  
Yes, these are those few questions. They did not include the Question I 
submitted even back then. 
Please send me more VDOT site “answer” pages if you find them. 
 
Susan cleverly also wrote “ We have provided answers to many of the 
questions in the email chain below, but are working on a few remaining 
answers.” 
Abi Lerner gave those “answers" to the questions in the original email 
chain.  
They are vague, inadequate and basically an Information treasure hunt. 
We get to hunt thru VDOT 495NEXT site and try to find the Answers. 
Is this Acceptable for You ? 
 
The “few remaining answers” Susan mentioned are NOT few.   There 
are Many and Important Answers Remaining. 
The Traffic & Noise Studies Answers are Important.  
An Accounting of the $6 Million Taxpayer Money used for the EA is 
Important. 
 
 
 
Please Note: 
In the following response from Susan Shaw,  Susan removed my email 
to her (and cc: All).....dated July 31, 2020…and also removed the same 
email resent for a response on August 5, 2020.   
You were all copied. 
Why did Susan remove this email with the Request for “Yes or NO “ 
Responses to the Questions….and the Summary Requests ?   
Please reread the missing email. 
 
 
 
The way these Questions from the Residents have been so poorly 
handled by Susan Shaw and Abi Lerner, are giving great Concern about 
how VDOT has handled the 495NEXT EA . 
 
 
Many Residents also have great Concerns about how VDOT & 
Transurban will handle the the 495NEXT Project & Plans. 



Major Plan Changes were submitted,  WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICE or 
DISCLOSURE,   2 weeks and 1 week before a scheduled “Hearing” for 
March 12, 2020.  
This is not the Promised 4 week Review Time (promised by Susan Shaw 
in May 20, 2019 Meeting..refer to Transcript) . 
This is Not the Legal Review Time. 
 
 
FYI… 
 
495NEXT is a DESIGN/ BUILD PROJECT.     
Design Changes can occur During Building. 
After 20% Design and a Contractor is Hired by Transurban…Design 
Changes for 495NEXT can Occur at Will…WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICE and 
possibly with NO MITIGATION. 
Are there NEW Design Changes Already ?    
Please Investigate and let the Taxpayers know ! 
 
TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENTS …. used for Construction 
Equipment, Product and Storage (sound Walls, etc.), Work Areas….can 
possibly further disturb & destroy Private Properties (over 80) and 
Parklands.   
Tree Removal, Deforestation, Land Disturbances with Stormwater 
Problems can result. 
NO PUBLIC NOTICE is REQUIRED. 
NO MITIGATION is REQUIRED. 
 
How can Taxpayers Trust VDOT & Transurban with our Lives, Property, 
and Community Wellbeing ?   
We Do Not….. We Cannot. 
 
 
 
Taxpayers are tired of VDOT Games. 
Stonewalling, Lack of Public Transparency, Lack of Proper Public 
Process, Lack of Public Meetings, Lack of Sharing Requested Plans & 
Elevations, Lack of Responses to Questions…Lack of Data…. 
All are Adding Up to VDOT’s  Demonstrated Great Lack of Caring for 
Taxpayers & Community Wellbeing. 
 
 
 
Dangerously Destructive 495NEXT will “benefit” a few HOTLane 
Drivers, Transurban and VDOT…..NOT Our Community or Region.  



 
We will All be Jammed with Increased Traffic Congestion from the 
EXPANDED & WORSENED CHOKE POINT at the GW Area…..because of 
Additional New HOTLanes, Access Ramps,  Many Flyover Ramps, etc….. 
Damaging Stormwater Concerns and Water Supply Pollution can 
Result. 
Our Corridor will be Deforested and made More Dangerous with 
Increased Pollution for all our 4 Immediate Area Schools, 300 Langley 
Club Families and Area Residents. 
Pollution does NOT Stop at the Beltway or the Potomac. 
 
 
Elected Officials and Community Leaders…..How will You Protect Our 
Taxpayers and Community ? 
 
Your Responses are Appreciated. 
Thank You…….April Georgelas 
 
 
 
On Aug 6, 2020, at 5:59 PM, Shaw, Susan 
<susan.shaw@vdot.virginia.gov> wrote: 
 
All:  A series of Questions and Answers have been added to the 495 
NEXT Project website at the following link: 
http://495northernextension.org/faq/default.asp  under the title 
Questions Related to Public Hearing Documents (As of August 6. 2020).   
 
We have provided answers to many of the questions in the email chain 
below, but are still working on a few remaining answers. We will 
update the Project Website as soon as the answers are ready.  
 
  
Susan N. Shaw, PE, DBIA, CCM 
Megaprojects Director 
 
Northern Virginia District 
 
Virginia Department of Transportation | 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, 
VA 22030 |  
office 703.259.1995 | cell 571.221.5219 
 
 
 

http://495northernextension.org/faq/default.asp


 WHERE IS MY EMAIL TO SUSAN SHAW ?    IT SHOULD BE HERE ...WITH 
REQUESTS FOR SIMPLE ANSWERS (Yes or No) TO THE EA STUDIES 
QUESTIONS # 1- 10… 
             IT IS MISSING…..AS ARE SUSAN SHAW’S ANSWERS. 
 
 
 
 
On Thu, Jul 30, 2020 at 9:26 AM Shaw, Susan 
<susan.shaw@vdot.virginia.gov> wrote: 
Ms. Georgelas, We are working to develop more detailed responses to 
your questions, summarizing the information that is included in the 
reports referenced in our earlier response. We will post these more 
detailed responses on the project website next week, no later than 
August 6, 2020. We will send an email letting you know when the 
responses are posted on our project website. 
Susan N. Shaw, PE, DBIA, CCM 
Megaprojects Director 
 
Northern Virginia District 
 
Virginia Department of Transportation | 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, 
VA 22030 |  
office 703.259.1995 | cell 571.221.5219 
 
 
On Thu, Jul 30, 2020 at 12:33 AM April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
***  Still No Response from VDOT….. Clerk to BOS, Please forward 
again to BOS.   Thanks…..April Georgelas, [REMOVED], McLean, VA 
 
 
 
Abi… 
Responses from You and VDOT would be appreciated by Many 
Residents to the 495NEXT  EA Studies Questions in the Email submitted 
July 16, 2020. 
This July 16th email also references and includes those Questions 
submitted on July 13, 2020….and July 1, 2020.   Please respond ASAP. 
Please enter these Emails and your Responses on the 495NEXT 
Comment Section Online. 
 
 



$6 Million of Taxpayer Money was given to VDOT for the EA Studies by 
the Commonwealth Transportation Board Vote on April 17, 
2018…according to VDOT site. 
This was without Public Review or Input. 
 
 
Many Residents would like an Accounting of the Allocation of the $6 
Million Taxpayer Money for the EA Studies. 
How was the Money Spent ?   For Which Study ?  When ?   By Whom ? 
 
Your continuing lack of direct and detailed Responses to the Studies 
Questions as requested, has many Residents wondering if the 
Questioned Studies were ever done for the EA. 
If these Studies are Missing and/or Inadequate, then How Much of the 
$6 Million is still unused that might be applied towards an Adequate 
Completion of these Studies ?    Where is the Unused Portion of the $6 
Million ? 
 
Please share your EA Accounting Responses ASAP. 
Please Answer the EA Studies Questions ASAP. 
 
 
Thank You……April Georgelas 
 
 
 
 
On Jul 28, 2020, at 5:44 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
Still No Response from VDOT……I am sending again.           
Thanks for forwarding once again to BOS.  Perhaps BOS can help get 
Responses from VDOT….…...…April Georgelas 
 
 
On Jul 22, 2020, at 1:10 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
No Response from VDOT…I am sending again…………….………..April 
Georgelas 
 
 
 
 
 
On Jul 16, 2020, at 5:30 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 



 
Clerk to the BOS……..Please forward the following emails to BOS 
members.  Thanks….April Georgelas, [REMOVED], McLean, VA 22101 
 
 
Abi… 
Thank you  for sharing the 495NEXT Technical Report Location (Chapter 
7) for one of the 10 EA Studies Questions….#10 Alternate Study. 
It would be so helpful if you could share the direct Link and summarize 
the Results of what the Study Determined. 
 
 
Please also do the same for Study Questions #1 - #9   that have been 
presented to you. 
This information would be so helpful for Taxpaying Residents and 
Officials to understand.  
 
Everyone is very busy dealing with these challenging Covid19 Times.  
Your Direct Answers would be a useful aid in understanding study 
results and not having to try to plow thru so many pages of technical 
reports to find and decode answers.  
Most of us are not educated in these technical study matters. 
We appreciate the  Bottom Line Data Determinations and Impacts. 
 
 
Please also simply state if  Studies Questions #1 -#9 were done and 
included in EA and Reports .   Yes…or No.     
If Yes……Please Show Direct Link and Summarize Study Determinations. 
If No…….Why Not ? 
 
 
 
 
Some questions about your #10 Study Question Response: 
 
Did the Study “models” for MD Building New Double Wide Bridge and 
HOTLanes include the MD 270 CHOKE POINT and the Traffic Flow 
Impacts ? 
MD DEIS Studies now indicates that the 270 CHOKE POINT will be 
Worsened….with More Congestion and Backups.  
This important info is buried in the technical reports,  according to 
quote from Ben Ross in Katie Shaver’s recent Washington Post Article 
……regarding  Government Funding that might be needed for MD 
HOTLanes. 



 
Were VA Connection Points added to “connect” VA with MD’s New 
Bridge  in determining VA Traffic Flow and Impacts WITHOUT VA 
Building 495NEXT ? 
This Essential “Connection” Concept was included in the several 
discussions about Studying  MD BUILD/ VA NO BUILD 495NEXT. 
Were our current 5 Lanes before  GW Parkway Access Area connected 
to New Bridge Lanes ? 
How ? 
What were the VA Traffic Flow Results ? 
 
 
 
I look forward to your Rapid Responses………April Georgelas 
 
 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: "Lerner, Abraham" <abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov> 
Subject: Re: Inadequate VDOT Responses to 495NEXT EA Missing 
Studies Questions......TIME SENSITIVE: 495NEXT PHASED HOTLANES... 
Missing Studies Questions for MCA Transportation Committee Review 
Date: July 15, 2020 at 8:48:54 AM EDT 
To: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Cc: Susan Shaw <Susan.Shaw@vdot.virginia.gov>, "Donohue Nick 
(GOV)" <nick.donohue@governor.virginia.gov>, Clerk to the BOS 
<clerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "John W. Foust" 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Hunter Mill District 
<huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov>, sully@fairfaxcounty.gov, 
"Edmondson, Jane P." <Jane.Edmondson@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Kaplan, 
Jennifer" <jennifer.kaplan@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Barbara Favola 
<bfavola1@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, Kathleen Murphy 
<katmurphy3@gmail.com>, Chris Gibson 
<chris.gibson@mail.house.gov>, Alena Yarmosky 
<alena.yarmosky@governor.virginia.gov>, Ofirah Yheskel 
<Ofirah.Yheskel@governor.virginia.gov>, 
sharon.stark@mail.house.gov, veda_beltran@kaine.senate.gov, 
amanda_haverkamp@warner.senate.gov, Tom Biesiadny 
<tom.biesiadny@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Linda Colbert 
<linda.colbert@viennava.gov>, Sol Glasner 



<sglasner@tysonspartnership.org>, Brent McKenzie 
<BMcKenzie@transurban.com>, "Cuvelier, Charles J" 
<charles_cuvelier@nps.gov>, Tim Thompson 
<tctthompson@msn.com>, "Becker, Dalton" 
<Dalton.Becker@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Reiff, Jeff" 
<Jeffery.Reiff@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Valentine Shannon (CTB)" 
<shannon.valentine@governor.virginia.gov>, 495 Northern Extension 
<495NorthernExtension@vdot.virginia.gov>, David Wuehrmann 
<david.wuehrmann@gmail.com>, Robert Iosco 
<robert.iosco@vdot.virginia.gov>, Rob Prunty <rob.prunty@kimley-
horn.com> 
 
April, 
 
See response to #10 below. 
 
# 10…AN ALTERNATE STUDY: 
If MD Builds the New Bridge and HOTLanes…But VA does NOT Build 
495NEXT…What would be the Results and Traffic Impacts ?   
 
We did analyze the scenario with a new American Legion Bridge and 
Maryland managed lanes. We analyzed it for 2025 and 2045. For 
purposes of our analysis, this scenario is considered to be the "No-
Build" scenario. The operations under this scenario are summarized in 
Chapter 7 of the Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf . 
 
Abi Lerner, P.E. 
Associate Manager of Special Project Development 
VDOT-NOVA District 
4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030 
Office Phone: 703-259-3345 
Mobile: 703-414-9299 
abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov 
 
 
On Mon, Jul 13, 2020 at 5:56 PM April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
Clerk to the BOS…..Please forward the following emails to BOS 
Members.   Thanks….April Georgelas , [REMOVED], McLean, VA 22101 
 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf


Abi... 
The following email was sent to the MCA Transportation Committee. 
Your Responses to the presented Questions regarding the 495NEXT 
Studies are evasive, inadequate, dismissive and insulting to our MCA 
Committee, Residents and Community.  
 
Officials should also be concerned and ask for Accurate Responses 
from VDOT. 
 
$6 million in Taxpayer Money has obviously not been well spent for a 
Proper and Complete 495NEXT EA. 
I have asked for an Independent Review of VDOT for several years. 
Please add this behavior to the List of VDOT Review Reasons. 
 
 
 
Abi, please answer the Questions presented in a Direct and Detailed 
Manner ASAP. 
The Questioned Studies are either Completed in a Proper Manner…or 
they are Not Completed. 
 
Please add the #10 Studies Question that was Publicly Promised and is 
referenced in following TC email,  to the List: 
#10.   An Alternate Study :     VA 495 & Regional Traffic Impacts if MD 
Build / VA NO Build.    
(Refer also to # 40 & #41 VDOT Affirmative Response in EA Comment 
Section.) 
 
Please Comment on When this Promised Alternate Study #10 was 
Completed. 
If Not Completed…Why ? 
When will This Alternate Study for MD Build/VA NO Build be 
Completed and Publicly Shared with Taxpayers and Officials ? 
 
 
Your Immediate and Accurately Detailed Responses are 
appreciated……………...April Georgelas 
 
 
 
Subject: TIME SENSITIVE: 495NEXT PHASED HOTLANES... Missing 
Studies Questions for MCA Transportation Committee Review 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 9:40:37 PM EDT 



To: David Wuehrmann <david.wuehrmann@gmail.com>……..and MCA 
Transportation Committee  Members 
 
 
 
Transportation Committee Members… 
 
After several attempts, the following Responses were received from 
Abi Lerner regarding 495NEXT EA Studies Questions. 
The Responses are evasive, inadequate, dismissive and insulting to our 
Committee, Residents and Community. 
The EA Studies are as Lacking as Abi’s Responses. 
 
For $6 million of Taxpayer Money…this is all Taxpayers Deserve in a 
Proper EA ?! 
No…This is Unacceptable. 
Taxpayers deserve a Proper EA with Adequate Studies. 
Taxpayers deserve Proper Responses and Explanations…not dismissive 
referencing and referral to inadequate study sites online. 
 
 
I will be writing to Abi Lerner and Officials noting these comments.  
I will be adding another Promised but Missing EA Study to the List :  
 
 
# 10…AN ALTERNATE STUDY: 
If MD Builds the New Bridge and HOTLanes…But VA does NOT Build 
495NEXT…What would be the Results and Traffic Impacts ?   
 
In the May 20th Meeting Transcript please note a Resident addressing 
Susan Shaw about this Study.  
Susan, several times, has agreed publicly that this Study would be 
included in the EA. 
It is Not. It is Missing. 
It should be conducted ASAP with the Results Publicly Published and 
Distributed to Officials. 
 
 
Please consider the Extreme Importance of the Missing EA Studies 
noted in following emails. 
Please consider how Inaccurate and Misrepresentative the EA Traffic 
Impact Studies are due to the Lacking and Missing Studies cited. 



Please consider that without the Missing Studies, without Real Data….. 
Good Decisions about 495NEXT are currently impossible to make with 
Accuracy. 
 
 
Our Transportation Committee, Residents and  Officials deserve to 
have Complete & Accurate Data from VDOT and Transurban on 
495NEXT. 
 
 
 
Thanks for your consideration……April 
 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: "Lerner, Abraham" <abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov> 
Subject: Re: TIME SENSITIVE: 495NEXT PHASED HOTLANES... Missing 
Studies Questions for MCA Transportation Committee Review 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 1:31:47 PM EDT 
To: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Cc: Susan Shaw <Susan.Shaw@vdot.virginia.gov>, "Donohue Nick 
(GOV)" <nick.donohue@governor.virginia.gov>, Clerk to the BOS 
<clerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "John W. Foust" 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Hunter Mill District 
<huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov>, sully@fairfaxcounty.gov, 
"Edmondson, Jane P." <Jane.Edmondson@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Kaplan, 
Jennifer" <jennifer.kaplan@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Barbara Favola 
<bfavola1@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy <katmurphy3@gmail.com>, 
Kathleen Murphy <DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, Chris Gibson 
<chris.gibson@mail.house.gov>, Alena Yarmosky 
<alena.yarmosky@governor.virginia.gov>, Ofirah Yheskel 
<Ofirah.Yheskel@governor.virginia.gov>, 
sharon.stark@mail.house.gov, veda_beltran@kaine.senate.gov, 
amanda_haverkamp@warner.senate.gov, Tom Biesiadny 
<tom.biesiadny@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Linda Colbert 
<linda.colbert@viennava.gov>, Sol Glasner 
<sglasner@tysonspartnership.org>, Brent McKenzie 
<BMcKenzie@transurban.com>, "Cuvelier, Charles J" 
<charles_cuvelier@nps.gov>, Tim Thompson 
<tctthompson@msn.com>, "Becker, Dalton" 
<Dalton.Becker@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Reiff, Jeff" 



<Jeffery.Reiff@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Valentine Shannon (CTB)" 
<shannon.valentine@governor.virginia.gov>, 495 Northern Extension 
<495NorthernExtension@vdot.virginia.gov>, David Wuehrmann 
<david.wuehrmann@gmail.com>, Robert Iosco 
<robert.iosco@vdot.virginia.gov>, Rob Prunty <rob.prunty@kimley-
horn.com> 
 
April: 
 
Please see responses in red below. 
 
  
MCA Transportation Committee is still awaiting your Responses to the 
495NEXT Study Questions submitted July 1, 2020. 
Please acknowledge receipt of these emails. 
Please answer the Questions about the Missing Studies,  #1-#9 in the 
following email dated July 1, 2010. 
Please copy Officials and Others listed in this email heading. 
Please enter all Questions following and your Responses  in the 
495NEXT Public Comment Section. 
 
Is the NEPA for 495NEXT really Complete ?  
 
The draft documents have been prepared and are posted on the 
project webpage 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2
020_ld_public_hearing.asp) . They will be updated after the public 
hearing and after the comment period closes to address the comments 
received. 
 
Are some Studies Missing? 
 
All of the study reports are posted on the website 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2
020_ld_public_hearing.asp). 
  
 
The #1 Study…for example : 
CHOKE POINT & CONNECTION POINT STUDIES at GW Parkway before 
the American Legion Bridge are of particular interest and importance 
because these Studies will show Traffic Impacts for the 495 Corridor, 
the Region, the 123 & Old Dominion Corridors, Tysons, McLean, 
McLean CBC, Neighborhood Streets and Cut Thru Traffic, etc.. 
Isn’t this correct ? 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


 
The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf) covers an analysis of local streets in addition to I-495. The 
local streets included in the analysis are shown in blue in the Figure 
below. 
 
 
<image.png> 
  
 
These Studies, especially the CHOKE POINT STUDY,  should trigger 
Additional  Appropriate Road Impact Studies and Real Road Impact 
Results for the Region and McLean.  
Correct ? 
 
 
The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf) includes information on the impacts to the local streets. 
 
__________________________________________________________
__  
 
The old 2018 Intersection Study Models submitted (with MD New Built 
Bridge Assumptions ... in MD NO Build Models)  will probably no longer 
apply to Real Regional Traffic Impacts for 495NEXT. 
Correct ? 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are representative of 
typical conditions in the corridor. The current traffic conditions are 
temporary. As we move into Phase III, traffic throughout the 
Commonwealth is beginning to approach pre-COVID levels. Moreover, 
the analysis of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models. 
We used the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) models to forecast future traffic. This regional model is the 
best tool available to assess traffic operations in the future. Also, 
FHWA requires that we use the MWCOG model. 
  
 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
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Susan Shaw told Residents at the VDOT 495NEXT Community Meeting 
on May 20, 2019…that this CHOKE POINT STUDY at GW Area would be 
included in the NEPA. ( Can be referenced in the May 20th 495NEXT 
Meeting Transcript I also sent on July 1st…..Page 8, line 10. This 
Transcript is also online at 495NEXT. ) 
 
Why was CHOKE POINT STUDY & Connection Studies not included in 
NEPA ? 
When will this Study (Studies) be Completed ? 
 
The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf) includes information on the impacts to the local streets. 
 
 
 
Your Answers to the Other Listed Studies in the following submitted 
email would also be appreciated….ASAP. 
 
Thanks……..April Georgelas 
__________________________________________________________
__   
 
 
>>> 
>>> 
>>> 
>>> Abi…. 
>>> 
>>> MCA Transportation Committee (TC) is reviewing the VDOT 
495NEXT PHASED EA Documents and it would be helpful if you address 
the following 495NEXT Study Questions.  Direct answers are 
appreciated. 
>>> The deadline for Data and Fact submission to TC is July 1, 2020. 
>>> 
>>> The Questions TC needs answered are followed by some 
comments and references to the May 20, 2019 VDOT 495NEXT 
Community Meeting Transcript. This Transcript is online at the 
495NEXT site. 
>>> I will copy everyone on this Transcript following this email. 
>>> The Transcript is worth reading, especially if you missed the VDOT 
495NEXT PHASED COMMUNITY MEETING on May 20, 2019. 
>>> 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf


>>> 
>> 
 
 
>>> #1    
>>> 495NEXT PHASED CHOKE POINT STUDY and CONNECTION POINT 
STUDIES at GW Area on 495 North to MD (MD No Build) 
>>> 
>>> When will the New Connection Point Studies for all Lanes at the 
GW Area be Done ? 
>>> Why was the Promised Choke Point Study Not Done ? 
>>> When will this 495NEXT Choke Point Study be Done ? (MD NO 
Build) 
>>> 
>>> (In the May 20, 2019 VDOT 495NEXT Community Meeting 
Transcript, Susan Shaw stated about this Choke Point Study on page 8, 
line 10… 
>>> ”So, we do not have that traffic analysis just yet. We are….to have 
that later in the study…..But I would say I would expect there to be a 
bottleneck without increase capacity on the bridge.” 
>>> 
>>> Page 55, line 5... begins a discussion regarding mitigation of GW 
connection impacts. Susan says…” We don’t have those studies yet. 
That’s something certainly the Park is vey interested in and we are as 
well.” ) 
>>> 
>>> Adding 2 HOTLanes at the GW Area before the American Legion 
Bridge will greatly increase Capacity and Congestion in an already 
Traffic Jammed Area. This will Negatively Impact 495, Neighborhoods, 
McLean, CBC and Region Traffic, including 66.  
>>> Please share your Studies …and/or Intended Studies. 
>>> 
>>> 
 
The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf) covers an analysis of local streets in addition to I-495. The 
local streets included in the analysis are shown in blue in the Figure 
above. 
 
  
 
>>> #2 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
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>>> NOISE IMPACT STUDIES for FLYOVER RAMP CONNECTING TO GW 
PARKWAY 
>>> 
>>> Why was this Study Not Done ? 
>>> When will this Study be Done ? 
>>> How will Noise Increases be Mitigated for Area Neighborhoods ? 
>>> 
>>> ( Flyover Ramps have huge Negative Noise impacts that cannot be 
Mitigated and ruin Neighborhoods... according to former Supervisor 
Smyth in BOS 495NEXT Briefing Meeting.) 
>>> 
>>> 
 
The Noise Technical Report includes an analysis of noise impacts. It is 
posted on the website 
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf) 
 
  
>>> #3 
>>> INADEQUATE ROAD IMPACT STUDIES 
>>> 
>>> When will Adequate Area and Regional Road traffic Impact Studies 
be Done ? 
>>> 
>>> Only a few roads off Swinks Mill have been Studied in EA. 
>>> 
>>> Page 30, line 19-23…..Susan Shaw says…”we look at how the 
project impacts traffic in and around the Beltway, not just at the 
Beltway…….we understand it’s a regional network and we want to see 
how what we do on one area might impact flowing traffic in another.” 
>>> 
>>> There appears to be NO Traffic Impact Studies for the Region, 66 
Area, Tysons Area, McLean, McLean CBC, the 123 and Old Dominion 
Corridors, or for Neighborhood Cut Thru Traffic Areas of Major Concern  
for many years since the opening of the HOTLane Shoulder Lane 
Extension at the 495 GW Connection Area, North to MD.  
>>> This Additional Merge Lane has caused a Major Merge Mess and 
moved the CHOKE Point from Dulles Area to the GW Area….BEFORE 
the American Legion Bridge. 
>>> 
>>> 
>>> Susan Shaw also states “Improvements on side streets”. 
>>> Where is this Data ? 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf


>>> 
The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf) covers an analysis of local streets in addition to I-495. The 
local streets included in the analysis are shown in blue in the Figure 
above. 
 
The study area and roads studied were coordinated with local 
jurisdictions and were approved by Federal Highway (FHWA). 
 
 
>>> 
>>> #4 
>>> INTERSECTION STUDIES 
>>> 
>>> When will current Intersection Studies be done without inclusion 
of unstudied CLRP proposed projects ? 
 
>>> MCA Transportation Committee was told that the  lack of Road 
Studies would be covered by Regional Intersection Studies. 
>>> These Intersection Studies were completed in 2018 and are out of 
date with “assumed" data….not facts. 
>>> Thes Intersection Studies apparently were not based on Facts, but 
included the Assumption that MD Has Built the New Bridge and 
HOTLanes….even in the MD NO Build Studies. 
>>> This is due to the automatic inclusion of proposed projects in the 
CLRP. 
>>> 
>>> On page 16, line 4-9…Susan Shaw states that…”….both Virginia and 
Maryland have their projects in what we call the approved constrained 
long-range plan (CLRP) .  And so from an environmental, regulatory 
standpoint we’re required, when we do our traffic study, to include 
their project because the region has voted to include their project.” 
>>> 
>>> Projects in the CLRPs are not Studied for Traffic Impacts and 
Environmental Impacts at this point.  Are they ? 
>>> There are only Assumptions that projects are "successful”.  Is this 
true? 
>>> This lack of Data and Facts skews the later resulting Traffic Impact 
Studies Results done by VDOT or FCDOT. 
>>> 
>>> Also, projects in the CLRP are not “voted” in by the Region or the 
Public. 
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>>> Public Transparency is Greatly Lacking when it comes to CLRP 
Process and Inclusions. 
>>> 
The FHWA approved methodology requires that projects in the CLRP 
be included in the analysis. The projects included in the CLRP are 
developed by the local jurisdictions in coordination with MWCOG. 
 
Based on input from residents and stakeholders, the Study Team 
conducted an evaluation of traffic conditions in 2025 prior to the 
widening of the American Legion Bridge by Maryland. Appendix I of the 
Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_on
ly.pdf) shows the results of the analysis of traffic conditions in 2025 
prior to the widening of the American Legion Bridge. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________
___________ 
 
>>> #5 
>>> CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDIES 
>>> Why were these Not Done ? 
>>> When will these be Done for Region ?    
>>> Done for Tysons Area, McLean, McLean CBC, 123 & Old Dominion 
Corridors, Neighborhood Cut Thru Traffic ? 
>>> 
>>> Susan Shaw indicated that these Studies would be Included in 
Documents. 
>>> 
>>> Susan told Transportation Committee  that all work along corridor 
would be happening at the same time. 
>>> Three New Bridges, Access Ramps, Flyover Ramps, Sound Walls 
removed and replaced, Tree Removal Areas, Temporary Construction 
Easement Areas & Staging Zones….All will apparently have Impacts on 
Regional & Area Traffic. 
>>> 
>>> 
>>> WHAT IS REGIONAL TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN DURING 
CONSTRUCTION ? 
 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf


Maintenance of Traffic Plans and a Transportation Management Plan 
will be developed in later phases of the project. These plans will 
include measures to mitigate traffic impacts during construction. 
 
>>> 
>>> #6 
>>> GW PARKWAY TRAFFIC USAGE COUNTS 
>>> What are the Northbound 495 Access Traffic Counts onto GW 
Parkway ? 
>>> From 495 currently and after 495NEXT Build ? 
>>> From the proposed New HOTLane FLYOVER Ramp Connection to 
GW ? 
>>> 
 
The traffic volume information is shown in the Traffic and 
Transportation Technical Report and the appendices  
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf and 
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_on
ly.pdf) 
>>> 
 
 
>>> #7 
>>> BENEFITS OF TRAFFIC STUDIES 
>>> 
>>> What are the Real Traffic Benefits for our Region ?  
>>> Benefits for General Drivers and Area Neighborhoods ? 
>>> Where is the Data ? 
>>> Is Raw Data Presented ….Not Relevant Data ? 
>>> 
>>> Page 6, line 13-16 
>>> Susan Shaw states…”Now, we are going to look at the traffic  
benefits. If they are not there, you know, we don’t have a project. We 
need to meet our purpose and need. We need to look at what the 
project benefits are. 
>>> 
>>> Page 29, line 16-23 
>>> Page 30, line 1-2 
>>> Susan Shaw stated …”We believe that our traffic studies that we 
come back to you with in the fall (2019 Fall Meeting was cancelled) will 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf
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demonstrate that there’s a benefit to the project ...( 495NEXT  Stand 
Alone Project, MD No Build). 
>>> “….if our traffic studies  show there is absolutely no benefits, we 
won’t move forward. We won’t.” 
>>> 
>>> “Benefits" should include more than just Benefits for a few 
HOTLane Drivers accessing the GW Parkway more quickly, while 
General Lane Drivers are idling in Jammed Traffic Congestion at GW 
Access Merge Mess Area….Before the American Legion Bridge. 
>>> 
>>> Dealing with convenient “absolutes” and “assumptions” can result 
in bad traffic decisions. 
>>> 
The levels of performance with and without the project are 
summarized in the Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf  
 
... 
 
[Message clipped]  View entire message 
Done.Will do.Got it. 

201204.
683 

Multiple 
Topics 

 

I oppose 495NEXT. 
Please enter all emails with Text into Record. 
Please Answer all Questions repeatedly submitted. 
 
Thanks…..April Georgelas 
 
[REMOVED] 
Mclean, VA 2201 
(703) 821-3273 
 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
FYI….Shaw removed my email about Noise Studies for Flyover Ramps, 
Mitigation. It is in this email. 
If Mitigation is NOT Possible…must project entity be removed ?  Must 
project Stop ? 
 
Shaw says………….If No Benefits…We don’t have a project.    
Show Us the Benefits….Show Us the Studies 

April 
Georgelas 

This email requests that a series of emails from Ms. 
Georgelas to various elected officials and others be 
included in the record of comments received. 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf


 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Subject: No VDOT Answers...Missing Email to Shaw....Re: $6 Million 
Taxpayer Studies Money ......Inadequate VDOT Responses to 495NEXT 
EA Missing Studies Questions......TIME SENSITIVE: 495NEXT PHASED 
HOTLANES... Missing Studies Questions for MCA Transportation 
Committee Review 
Date: August 7, 2020 at 5:37:17 AM EDT 
To: "Shaw, Susan" <susan.shaw@vdot.virginia.gov> 
Cc: "Lerner, Abraham" <abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov>, "Donohue 
Nick (GOV)" <nick.donohue@governor.virginia.gov>, Clerk to the BOS 
<clerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "John W. Foust" 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov, 
sully@fairfaxcounty.gov, "Edmondson, Jane P." 
<Jane.Edmondson@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Kaplan, Jennifer" 
<jennifer.kaplan@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Barbara Favola 
<bfavola1@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, Kathleen <katmurf3@aol.com>, 
Chris Gibson <chris.gibson@mail.house.gov>, Kathleen Murphy 
<katmurphy3@gmail.com>, alena.yarmosky@governor.virginia.gov, 
Ofirah Yheskel <Ofirah.Yheskel@governor.virginia.gov>, 
sharon.stark@mail.house.gov, veda_beltran@kaine.senate.gov, 
amanda_haverkamp@warner.senate.gov, Tom Biesiadny 
<tom.biesiadny@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Linda Colbert 
<linda.colbert@viennava.gov>, Sol Glasner 
<sglasner@tysonspartnership.org>, Brent McKenzie 
<BMcKenzie@transurban.com>, "Cuvelier, Charles J" 
<charles_cuvelier@nps.gov>, Tim Thompson 
<tctthompson@msn.com>, "Becker, Dalton" 
<Dalton.Becker@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Reiff, Jeff" 
<Jeffery.Reiff@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Valentine Shannon (CTB)" 
<shannon.valentine@governor.virginia.gov>, 495 Northern Extension 
<495NorthernExtension@vdot.virginia.gov>, "David Wuehrmann 
(david.wuehrmann@gmail.com)" <david.wuehrmann@gmail.com>, 
Robert Iosco <robert.iosco@vdot.virginia.gov>, Rob Prunty 
<rob.prunty@kimley-horn.com>, April <askapril@cox.net> 
 
Clerk to BOS….Please forward to BOS Members.        Thanks….April 
Georgelas…[REMOVED], McLean, VA 22101 
 



 
 
Elected Officials and All : 
 
The following and most recent 2 emails were sent to Susan Shaw .  
These include the email that was removed by Susan Shaw when she 
sent us her evasive “response” to the submitted 495NEXT Studies 
Questions yesterday. 
The removed email contains Simple EA Studies Answer Requests (Yes 
or No) and Requests for Summaries…and was sent to Susan on July 31, 
2020. 
 
There are also Additional Questions submitted to Susan Shaw for 
Responses. 
These include 2 New Flyover Ramp Designs at GW & Live Oak Drive 
Area, their Design Selection Process without Public input, Noise Studies 
Done for these Huge Structures, Noise Mitigation, etc... 
 
It is confusing why Susan Shaw would remove this email when sending 
her brief and evasive “response” yesterday . 
Please try to get Answers to these Questions also.  
Many Residents will appreciate your efforts. 
 
 
Thank You for Reading and Helping……...April Georgelas 
 
 
 
 
On Aug 5, 2020, at 8:57 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
Susan…..Residents are still waiting for your Simple Answers of “Yes or 
No” to the submitted EA Studies Questions #1-10.  Please send ASAP. 
Thanks…..April Georgelas 
 
 
On Jul 31, 2020, at 12:31 AM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
 
Clerk to the BOS….Please forward to BOS.        Thanks….April Georgelas, 
[REMOVED], McLean, VA 22101 
 
 
 



Susan… 
Thank you for finally responding and acknowledging the receipt of the 
many Studies Questions Emails.   Residents have waited weeks. 
Transparency and Accurate & Appropriate Data Sharing help with 
accomplishing Proper Public Process and Wise Decision-Making. 
 
Posting your Responses on the 495NEXT website will be appreciated 
for Public Review.  
Please also include all these email chains with the Original Questions 
and Abi’s answers, so the Public may read for themselves the history 
needed to obtain the Responses. 
Please also send Responses to me and All the original Officials & Others 
listed in the email address heading, which you now have in Cc. 
Continuity is good for All of Us. 
 
 
 
Please Reread the July 16th Email. 
Simple Answers can be supplied immediately to Questions #1- 9  (And 
the 2 Questions for #10).     Yes….or No. 
Have Studies #1-9 been Done ?   Yes or No. 
 
Example: #1….Choke Point & Connection Studies for 495NEXT GW Area 
and Regional Traffic Impacts you promised May 20, 29019….Are they 
Done for EA ?    
                         Yes or No. 
 
For # 2…………Please add  the word “Ramps”  (plural) to Question on 
Noise Studies Completed for Flyover Ramp for  GW Area and GW 
Connections.  
                        Were the Noise Studies Completed for EA for these 
Flyover Ramps/“Bridges" for GW Areas ?    Yes or No. 
  
 
 
There appears to be several Flyover Ramps ( Connecting “Bridge" Areas 
?) involving the GW Area one each side of the Beltway in VA…2 near 
near Live Oak Drive. 
Were these Structures Newly Added for the Data Dump approximately 
2 weeks before...and then Another Data Dump 1 week before... the 
previously scheduled “Hearing” for March 12,  2020 ?     Yes or No. 
 
 You promised 4 weeks for Public Document Review on May 20, 20, 
2019.  This did not happen. 



 New Major 495NEXT Plan Changes, without any Public Alert & 
Transparency, were apparently Added. 
 
 
The Plan Drawings are very difficult to read in many Sections.   
Please enlarge these Flyover Ramps or “bridge” areas for GW Area and 
GW Connections. 
Please include Elevations for Flyover Ramps/ Bridges for GW Areas. 
 
 
 
How will NOISE from Flyover Ramps/ Bridges for GW Areas be 
Mitigated for the Several Neighborhoods …. as Required ?  
 
Is it possible to Mitigate this NOISE ?   Yes….or No. 
If NOISE is NOT Mitigated, must these Flyover Ramps/ Bridges be 
omitted from 495NEXT ?    Yes or No. 
 
 
This would all be immediately helpful for Public Understanding. 
 
Thank You…..April Georgelas 
 
 
 
 
On Jul 30, 2020, at 9:26 AM, Shaw, Susan 
<susan.shaw@vdot.virginia.gov> wrote: 
 
Ms. Georgelas, We are working to develop more detailed responses to 
your questions, summarizing the information that is included in the 
reports referenced in our earlier response. We will post these more 
detailed responses on the project website next week, no later than 
August 6, 2020. We will send an email letting you know when the 
responses are posted on our project website. 
Susan N. Shaw, PE, DBIA, CCM 
Megaprojects Director 
 
Northern Virginia District 
 
Virginia Department of Transportation | 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, 
VA 22030 |  
office 703.259.1995 | cell 571.221.5219 
 



 
On Thu, Jul 30, 2020 at 12:33 AM April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
***  Still No Response from VDOT….. Clerk to BOS, Please forward 
again to BOS.   Thanks…..April Georgelas, [REMOVED], McLean, VA 
 
 
 
Abi… 
Responses from You and VDOT would be appreciated by Many 
Residents to the 495NEXT  EA Studies Questions in the Email submitted 
July 16, 2020. 
This July 16th email also references and includes those Questions 
submitted on July 13, 2020….and July 1, 2020.   Please respond ASAP. 
Please enter these Emails and your Responses on the 495NEXT 
Comment Section Online. 
 
 
$6 Million of Taxpayer Money was given to VDOT for the EA Studies by 
the Commonwealth Transportation Board Vote on April 17, 
2018…according to VDOT site. 
This was without Public Review or Input. 
 
 
Many Residents would like an Accounting of the Allocation of the $6 
Million Taxpayer Money for the EA Studies. 
How was the Money Spent ?   For Which Study ?  When ?   By Whom ? 
 
Your continuing lack of direct and detailed Responses to the Studies 
Questions as requested, has many Residents wondering if the 
Questioned Studies were ever done for the EA. 
If these Studies are Missing and/or Inadequate, then How Much of the 
$6 Million is still unused that might be applied towards an Adequate 
Completion of these Studies ?    Where is the Unused Portion of the $6 
Million ? 
 
Please share your EA Accounting Responses ASAP. 
Please Answer the EA Studies Questions ASAP. 
 
 
Thank You……April Georgelas 
 
 
 



 
On Jul 28, 2020, at 5:44 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
Still No Response from VDOT……I am sending again.           
Thanks for forwarding once again to BOS.  Perhaps BOS can help get 
Responses from VDOT….…...…April Georgelas 
 
 
On Jul 22, 2020, at 1:10 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
No Response from VDOT…I am sending again…………….………..April 
Georgelas 
 
 
 
 
 
On Jul 16, 2020, at 5:30 PM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
Clerk to the BOS……..Please forward the following emails to BOS 
members.  Thanks….April Georgelas, [REMOVED], McLean, VA 22101 
 
 
Abi… 
Thank you  for sharing the 495NEXT Technical Report Location (Chapter 
7) for one of the 10 EA Studies Questions….#10 Alternate Study. 
It would be so helpful if you could share the direct Link and summarize 
the Results of what the Study Determined. 
 
 
Please also do the same for Study Questions #1 - #9   that have been 
presented to you. 
This information would be so helpful for Taxpaying Residents and 
Officials to understand.  
 
Everyone is very busy dealing with these challenging Covid19 Times.  
Your Direct Answers would be a useful aid in understanding study 
results and not having to try to plow thru so many pages of technical 
reports to find and decode answers.  
Most of us are not educated in these technical study matters. 
We appreciate the  Bottom Line Data Determinations and Impacts. 
 
 



Please also simply state if  Studies Questions #1 -#9 were done and 
included in EA and Reports .   Yes…or No.     
If Yes……Please Show Direct Link and Summarize Study Determinations. 
If No…….Why Not ? 
 
 
 
 
Some questions about your #10 Study Question Response: 
 
Did the Study “models” for MD Building New Double Wide Bridge and 
HOTLanes include the MD 270 CHOKE POINT and the Traffic Flow 
Impacts ? 
MD DEIS Studies now indicates that the 270 CHOKE POINT will be 
Worsened….with More Congestion and Backups.  
This important info is buried in the technical reports,  according to 
quote from Ben Ross in Katie Shaver’s recent Washington Post Article 
……regarding  Government Funding that might be needed for MD 
HOTLanes. 
 
Were VA Connection Points added to “connect” VA with MD’s New 
Bridge  in determining VA Traffic Flow and Impacts WITHOUT VA 
Building 495NEXT ? 
This Essential “Connection” Concept was included in the several 
discussions about Studying  MD BUILD/ VA NO BUILD 495NEXT. 
Were our current 5 Lanes before  GW Parkway Access Area connected 
to New Bridge Lanes ? 
How ? 
What were the VA Traffic Flow Results ? 
 
 
 
I look forward to your Rapid Responses………April Georgelas 
 
 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: "Lerner, Abraham" <abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov> 
Subject: Re: Inadequate VDOT Responses to 495NEXT EA Missing 
Studies Questions......TIME SENSITIVE: 495NEXT PHASED HOTLANES... 
Missing Studies Questions for MCA Transportation Committee Review 
Date: July 15, 2020 at 8:48:54 AM EDT 



To: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Cc: Susan Shaw <Susan.Shaw@vdot.virginia.gov>, "Donohue Nick 
(GOV)" <nick.donohue@governor.virginia.gov>, Clerk to the BOS 
<clerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "John W. Foust" 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Hunter Mill District 
<huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov>, sully@fairfaxcounty.gov, 
"Edmondson, Jane P." <Jane.Edmondson@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Kaplan, 
Jennifer" <jennifer.kaplan@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Barbara Favola 
<bfavola1@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy 
<DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, Kathleen Murphy 
<katmurphy3@gmail.com>, Chris Gibson 
<chris.gibson@mail.house.gov>, Alena Yarmosky 
<alena.yarmosky@governor.virginia.gov>, Ofirah Yheskel 
<Ofirah.Yheskel@governor.virginia.gov>, 
sharon.stark@mail.house.gov, veda_beltran@kaine.senate.gov, 
amanda_haverkamp@warner.senate.gov, Tom Biesiadny 
<tom.biesiadny@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Linda Colbert 
<linda.colbert@viennava.gov>, Sol Glasner 
<sglasner@tysonspartnership.org>, Brent McKenzie 
<BMcKenzie@transurban.com>, "Cuvelier, Charles J" 
<charles_cuvelier@nps.gov>, Tim Thompson 
<tctthompson@msn.com>, "Becker, Dalton" 
<Dalton.Becker@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Reiff, Jeff" 
<Jeffery.Reiff@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Valentine Shannon (CTB)" 
<shannon.valentine@governor.virginia.gov>, 495 Northern Extension 
<495NorthernExtension@vdot.virginia.gov>, David Wuehrmann 
<david.wuehrmann@gmail.com>, Robert Iosco 
<robert.iosco@vdot.virginia.gov>, Rob Prunty <rob.prunty@kimley-
horn.com> 
 
April, 
 
See response to #10 below. 
 
# 10…AN ALTERNATE STUDY: 
If MD Builds the New Bridge and HOTLanes…But VA does NOT Build 
495NEXT…What would be the Results and Traffic Impacts ?   
 
We did analyze the scenario with a new American Legion Bridge and 
Maryland managed lanes. We analyzed it for 2025 and 2045. For 
purposes of our analysis, this scenario is considered to be the "No-
Build" scenario. The operations under this scenario are summarized in 
Chapter 7 of the Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 



(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf . 
 
Abi Lerner, P.E. 
Associate Manager of Special Project Development 
VDOT-NOVA District 
4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030 
Office Phone: 703-259-3345 
Mobile: 703-414-9299 
abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov 
 
 
On Mon, Jul 13, 2020 at 5:56 PM April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
 
Clerk to the BOS…..Please forward the following emails to BOS 
Members.   Thanks….April Georgelas , [REMOVED], McLean, VA 22101 
 
 
Abi... 
The following email was sent to the MCA Transportation Committee. 
Your Responses to the presented Questions regarding the 495NEXT 
Studies are evasive, inadequate, dismissive and insulting to our MCA 
Committee, Residents and Community.  
 
Officials should also be concerned and ask for Accurate Responses 
from VDOT. 
 
$6 million in Taxpayer Money has obviously not been well spent for a 
Proper and Complete 495NEXT EA. 
I have asked for an Independent Review of VDOT for several years. 
Please add this behavior to the List of VDOT Review Reasons. 
 
 
 
Abi, please answer the Questions presented in a Direct and Detailed 
Manner ASAP. 
The Questioned Studies are either Completed in a Proper Manner…or 
they are Not Completed. 
 
Please add the #10 Studies Question that was Publicly Promised and is 
referenced in following TC email,  to the List: 
#10.   An Alternate Study :     VA 495 & Regional Traffic Impacts if MD 
Build / VA NO Build.    

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf


(Refer also to # 40 & #41 VDOT Affirmative Response in EA Comment 
Section.) 
 
Please Comment on When this Promised Alternate Study #10 was 
Completed. 
If Not Completed…Why ? 
When will This Alternate Study for MD Build/VA NO Build be 
Completed and Publicly Shared with Taxpayers and Officials ? 
 
 
Your Immediate and Accurately Detailed Responses are 
appreciated……………...April Georgelas 
 
 
 
Subject: TIME SENSITIVE: 495NEXT PHASED HOTLANES... Missing 
Studies Questions for MCA Transportation Committee Review 
Date: July 12, 2020 at 9:40:37 PM EDT 
To: David Wuehrmann <david.wuehrmann@gmail.com>……..and MCA 
Transportation Committee  Members 
 
 
 
Transportation Committee Members… 
 
After several attempts, the following Responses were received from 
Abi Lerner regarding 495NEXT EA Studies Questions. 
The Responses are evasive, inadequate, dismissive and insulting to our 
Committee, Residents and Community. 
The EA Studies are as Lacking as Abi’s Responses. 
 
For $6 million of Taxpayer Money…this is all Taxpayers Deserve in a 
Proper EA ?! 
No…This is Unacceptable. 
Taxpayers deserve a Proper EA with Adequate Studies. 
Taxpayers deserve Proper Responses and Explanations…not dismissive 
referencing and referral to inadequate study sites online. 
 
 
I will be writing to Abi Lerner and Officials noting these comments.  
I will be adding another Promised but Missing EA Study to the List :  
 
 
# 10…AN ALTERNATE STUDY: 



If MD Builds the New Bridge and HOTLanes…But VA does NOT Build 
495NEXT…What would be the Results and Traffic Impacts ?   
 
In the May 20th Meeting Transcript please note a Resident addressing 
Susan Shaw about this Study.  
Susan, several times, has agreed publicly that this Study would be 
included in the EA. 
It is Not. It is Missing. 
It should be conducted ASAP with the Results Publicly Published and 
Distributed to Officials. 
 
 
Please consider the Extreme Importance of the Missing EA Studies 
noted in following emails. 
Please consider how Inaccurate and Misrepresentative the EA Traffic 
Impact Studies are due to the Lacking and Missing Studies cited. 
Please consider that without the Missing Studies, without Real Data….. 
Good Decisions about 495NEXT are currently impossible to make with 
Accuracy. 
 
 
Our Transportation Committee, Residents and  Officials deserve to 
have Complete & Accurate Data from VDOT and Transurban on 
495NEXT. 
 
 
 
Thanks for your consideration……April 
 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: "Lerner, Abraham" <abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov> 
Subject: Re: TIME SENSITIVE: 495NEXT PHASED HOTLANES... Missing 
Studies Questions for MCA Transportation Committee Review 
Date: July 10, 2020 at 1:31:47 PM EDT 
To: April <askapril@cox.net> 
Cc: Susan Shaw <Susan.Shaw@vdot.virginia.gov>, "Donohue Nick 
(GOV)" <nick.donohue@governor.virginia.gov>, Clerk to the BOS 
<clerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Chairman 
<chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "John W. Foust" 
<dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Hunter Mill District 
<huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov>, sully@fairfaxcounty.gov, 



"Edmondson, Jane P." <Jane.Edmondson@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Kaplan, 
Jennifer" <jennifer.kaplan@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Barbara Favola 
<bfavola1@gmail.com>, Kathleen Murphy <katmurphy3@gmail.com>, 
Kathleen Murphy <DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov>, Chris Gibson 
<chris.gibson@mail.house.gov>, Alena Yarmosky 
<alena.yarmosky@governor.virginia.gov>, Ofirah Yheskel 
<Ofirah.Yheskel@governor.virginia.gov>, 
sharon.stark@mail.house.gov, veda_beltran@kaine.senate.gov, 
amanda_haverkamp@warner.senate.gov, Tom Biesiadny 
<tom.biesiadny@fairfaxcounty.gov>, Linda Colbert 
<linda.colbert@viennava.gov>, Sol Glasner 
<sglasner@tysonspartnership.org>, Brent McKenzie 
<BMcKenzie@transurban.com>, "Cuvelier, Charles J" 
<charles_cuvelier@nps.gov>, Tim Thompson 
<tctthompson@msn.com>, "Becker, Dalton" 
<Dalton.Becker@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Reiff, Jeff" 
<Jeffery.Reiff@fairfaxcounty.gov>, "Valentine Shannon (CTB)" 
<shannon.valentine@governor.virginia.gov>, 495 Northern Extension 
<495NorthernExtension@vdot.virginia.gov>, David Wuehrmann 
<david.wuehrmann@gmail.com>, Robert Iosco 
<robert.iosco@vdot.virginia.gov>, Rob Prunty <rob.prunty@kimley-
horn.com> 
 
April: 
 
Please see responses in red below. 
 
  
MCA Transportation Committee is still awaiting your Responses to the 
495NEXT Study Questions submitted July 1, 2020. 
Please acknowledge receipt of these emails. 
Please answer the Questions about the Missing Studies,  #1-#9 in the 
following email dated July 1, 2010. 
Please copy Officials and Others listed in this email heading. 
Please enter all Questions following and your Responses  in the 
495NEXT Public Comment Section. 
 
Is the NEPA for 495NEXT really Complete ?  
 
The draft documents have been prepared and are posted on the 
project webpage 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2
020_ld_public_hearing.asp). They will be updated after the public 

http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp
http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2020_ld_public_hearing.asp


hearing and after the comment period closes to address the comments 
received. 
 
Are some Studies Missing? 
 
All of the study reports are posted on the website 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/public_meetings/march_12_2
020_ld_public_hearing.asp . 
  
 
The #1 Study…for example : 
CHOKE POINT & CONNECTION POINT STUDIES at GW Parkway before 
the American Legion Bridge are of particular interest and importance 
because these Studies will show Traffic Impacts for the 495 Corridor, 
the Region, the 123 & Old Dominion Corridors, Tysons, McLean, 
McLean CBC, Neighborhood Streets and Cut Thru Traffic, etc.. 
Isn’t this correct ? 
 
The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf) covers an analysis of local streets in addition to I-495. The 
local streets included in the analysis are shown in blue in the Figure 
below. 
 
 
<image.png> 
  
 
These Studies, especially the CHOKE POINT STUDY,  should trigger 
Additional  Appropriate Road Impact Studies and Real Road Impact 
Results for the Region and McLean.  
Correct ? 
 
 
The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf  includes information on the impacts to the local streets. 
 
__________________________________________________________
__  
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http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
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The old 2018 Intersection Study Models submitted (with MD New Built 
Bridge Assumptions ... in MD NO Build Models)  will probably no longer 
apply to Real Regional Traffic Impacts for 495NEXT. 
Correct ? 
 
The 2018 conditions evaluated in the study are representative of 
typical conditions in the corridor. The current traffic conditions are 
temporary. As we move into Phase III, traffic throughout the 
Commonwealth is beginning to approach pre-COVID levels. Moreover, 
the analysis of future conditions is based on 2025 and 2045 models. 
We used the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) models to forecast future traffic. This regional model is the 
best tool available to assess traffic operations in the future. Also, 
FHWA requires that we use the MWCOG model. 
  
 
 
Susan Shaw told Residents at the VDOT 495NEXT Community Meeting 
on May 20, 2019…that this CHOKE POINT STUDY at GW Area would be 
included in the NEPA. ( Can be referenced in the May 20th 495NEXT 
Meeting Transcript I also sent on July 1st…..Page 8, line 10. This 
Transcript is also online at 495NEXT. ) 
 
Why was CHOKE POINT STUDY & Connection Studies not included in 
NEPA ? 
When will this Study (Studies) be Completed ? 
 
The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf) includes information on the impacts to the local streets. 
 
 
 
Your Answers to the Other Listed Studies in the following submitted 
email would also be appreciated….ASAP. 
 
Thanks……..April Georgelas 
__________________________________________________________
__   
 
 
>>> 
>>> 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
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http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf


>>> 
>>> Abi…. 
>>> 
>>> MCA Transportation Committee (TC) is reviewing the VDOT 
495NEXT PHASED EA Documents and it would be helpful if you address 
the following 495NEXT Study Questions.  Direct answers are 
appreciated. 
>>> The deadline for Data and Fact submission to TC is July 1, 2020. 
>>> 
>>> The Questions TC needs answered are followed by some 
comments and references to the May 20, 2019 VDOT 495NEXT 
Community Meeting Transcript. This Transcript is online at the 
495NEXT site. 
>>> I will copy everyone on this Transcript following this email. 
>>> The Transcript is worth reading, especially if you missed the VDOT 
495NEXT PHASED COMMUNITY MEETING on May 20, 2019. 
>>> 
>>> 
>> 
 
 
>>> #1    
>>> 495NEXT PHASED CHOKE POINT STUDY and CONNECTION POINT 
STUDIES at GW Area on 495 North to MD (MD No Build) 
>>> 
>>> When will the New Connection Point Studies for all Lanes at the 
GW Area be Done ? 
>>> Why was the Promised Choke Point Study Not Done ? 
>>> When will this 495NEXT Choke Point Study be Done ? (MD NO 
Build) 
>>> 
>>> (In the May 20, 2019 VDOT 495NEXT Community Meeting 
Transcript, Susan Shaw stated about this Choke Point Study on page 8, 
line 10… 
>>> ”So, we do not have that traffic analysis just yet. We are….to have 
that later in the study…..But I would say I would expect there to be a 
bottleneck without increase capacity on the bridge.” 
>>> 
>>> Page 55, line 5... begins a discussion regarding mitigation of GW 
connection impacts. Susan says…” We don’t have those studies yet. 
That’s something certainly the Park is vey interested in and we are as 
well.” ) 
>>> 



>>> Adding 2 HOTLanes at the GW Area before the American Legion 
Bridge will greatly increase Capacity and Congestion in an already 
Traffic Jammed Area. This will Negatively Impact 495, Neighborhoods, 
McLean, CBC and Region Traffic, including 66.  
>>> Please share your Studies …and/or Intended Studies. 
>>> 
>>> 
 
The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf) covers an analysis of local streets in addition to I-495. The 
local streets included in the analysis are shown in blue in the Figure 
above. 
 
  
 
>>> #2 
>>> NOISE IMPACT STUDIES for FLYOVER RAMP CONNECTING TO GW 
PARKWAY 
>>> 
>>> Why was this Study Not Done ? 
>>> When will this Study be Done ? 
>>> How will Noise Increases be Mitigated for Area Neighborhoods ? 
>>> 
>>> ( Flyover Ramps have huge Negative Noise impacts that cannot be 
Mitigated and ruin Neighborhoods... according to former Supervisor 
Smyth in BOS 495NEXT Briefing Meeting.) 
>>> 
>>> 
 
The Noise Technical Report includes an analysis of noise impacts. It is 
posted on the website 
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf) 
 
  
>>> #3 
>>> INADEQUATE ROAD IMPACT STUDIES 
>>> 
>>> When will Adequate Area and Regional Road traffic Impact Studies 
be Done ? 
>>> 
>>> Only a few roads off Swinks Mill have been Studied in EA. 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_8_preliminary_noise_tech_report_final.pdf


>>> 
>>> Page 30, line 19-23…..Susan Shaw says…”we look at how the 
project impacts traffic in and around the Beltway, not just at the 
Beltway…….we understand it’s a regional network and we want to see 
how what we do on one area might impact flowing traffic in another.” 
>>> 
>>> There appears to be NO Traffic Impact Studies for the Region, 66 
Area, Tysons Area, McLean, McLean CBC, the 123 and Old Dominion 
Corridors, or for Neighborhood Cut Thru Traffic Areas of Major Concern  
for many years since the opening of the HOTLane Shoulder Lane 
Extension at the 495 GW Connection Area, North to MD.  
>>> This Additional Merge Lane has caused a Major Merge Mess and 
moved the CHOKE Point from Dulles Area to the GW Area….BEFORE 
the American Legion Bridge. 
>>> 
>>> 
>>> Susan Shaw also states “Improvements on side streets”. 
>>> Where is this Data ? 
>>> 
The Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf) covers an analysis of local streets in addition to I-495. The 
local streets included in the analysis are shown in blue in the Figure 
above. 
 
The study area and roads studied were coordinated with local 
jurisdictions and were approved by Federal Highway (FHWA). 
 
 
>>> 
>>> #4 
>>> INTERSECTION STUDIES 
>>> 
>>> When will current Intersection Studies be done without inclusion 
of unstudied CLRP proposed projects ? 
 
>>> MCA Transportation Committee was told that the  lack of Road 
Studies would be covered by Regional Intersection Studies. 
>>> These Intersection Studies were completed in 2018 and are out of 
date with “assumed" data….not facts. 
>>> Thes Intersection Studies apparently were not based on Facts, but 
included the Assumption that MD Has Built the New Bridge and 
HOTLanes….even in the MD NO Build Studies. 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf


>>> This is due to the automatic inclusion of proposed projects in the 
CLRP. 
>>> 
>>> On page 16, line 4-9…Susan Shaw states that…”….both Virginia and 
Maryland have their projects in what we call the approved constrained 
long-range plan (CLRP) .  And so from an environmental, regulatory 
standpoint we’re required, when we do our traffic study, to include 
their project because the region has voted to include their project.” 
>>> 
>>> Projects in the CLRPs are not Studied for Traffic Impacts and 
Environmental Impacts at this point.  Are they ? 
>>> There are only Assumptions that projects are "successful”.  Is this 
true? 
>>> This lack of Data and Facts skews the later resulting Traffic Impact 
Studies Results done by VDOT or FCDOT. 
>>> 
>>> Also, projects in the CLRP are not “voted” in by the Region or the 
Public. 
>>> Public Transparency is Greatly Lacking when it comes to CLRP 
Process and Inclusions. 
>>> 
The FHWA approved methodology requires that projects in the CLRP 
be included in the analysis. The projects included in the CLRP are 
developed by the local jurisdictions in coordination with MWCOG. 
 
Based on input from residents and stakeholders, the Study Team 
conducted an evaluation of traffic conditions in 2025 prior to the 
widening of the American Legion Bridge by Maryland. Appendix I of the 
Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_on
ly.pdf) shows the results of the analysis of traffic conditions in 2025 
prior to the widening of the American Legion Bridge. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________
___________ 
 
>>> #5 
>>> CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDIES 
>>> Why were these Not Done ? 
>>> When will these be Done for Region ?    
>>> Done for Tysons Area, McLean, McLean CBC, 123 & Old Dominion 
Corridors, Neighborhood Cut Thru Traffic ? 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_only.pdf


>>> 
>>> Susan Shaw indicated that these Studies would be Included in 
Documents. 
>>> 
>>> Susan told Transportation Committee  that all work along corridor 
would be happening at the same time. 
>>> Three New Bridges, Access Ramps, Flyover Ramps, Sound Walls 
removed and replaced, Tree Removal Areas, Temporary Construction 
Easement Areas & Staging Zones….All will apparently have Impacts on 
Regional & Area Traffic. 
>>> 
>>> 
>>> WHAT IS REGIONAL TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN DURING 
CONSTRUCTION ? 
 
 
Maintenance of Traffic Plans and a Transportation Management Plan 
will be developed in later phases of the project. These plans will 
include measures to mitigate traffic impacts during construction. 
 
>>> 
>>> #6 
>>> GW PARKWAY TRAFFIC USAGE COUNTS 
>>> What are the Northbound 495 Access Traffic Counts onto GW 
Parkway ? 
>>> From 495 currently and after 495NEXT Build ? 
>>> From the proposed New HOTLane FLYOVER Ramp Connection to 
GW ? 
>>> 
 
The traffic volume information is shown in the Traffic and 
Transportation Technical Report and the appendices  
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf and 
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11a_traffic_transportation_technical_report_appendices_on
ly.pdf)  
>>> 
 
 
>>> #7 
>>> BENEFITS OF TRAFFIC STUDIES 
>>> 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
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>>> What are the Real Traffic Benefits for our Region ?  
>>> Benefits for General Drivers and Area Neighborhoods ? 
>>> Where is the Data ? 
>>> Is Raw Data Presented ….Not Relevant Data ? 
>>> 
>>> Page 6, line 13-16 
>>> Susan Shaw states…”Now, we are going to look at the traffic  
benefits. If they are not there, you know, we don’t have a project. We 
need to meet our purpose and need. We need to look at what the 
project benefits are. 
>>> 
>>> Page 29, line 16-23 
>>> Page 30, line 1-2 
>>> Susan Shaw stated …”We believe that our traffic studies that we 
come back to you with in the fall (2019 Fall Meeting was cancelled) will 
demonstrate that there’s a benefit to the project ...( 495NEXT  Stand 
Alone Project, MD No Build). 
>>> “….if our traffic studies  show there is absolutely no benefits, we 
won’t move forward. We won’t.” 
>>> 
>>> “Benefits" should include more than just Benefits for a few 
HOTLane Drivers accessing the GW Parkway more quickly, while 
General Lane Drivers are idling in Jammed Traffic Congestion at GW 
Access Merge Mess Area….Before the American Legion Bridge. 
>>> 
>>> Dealing with convenient “absolutes” and “assumptions” can result 
in bad traffic decisions. 
>>> 
The levels of performance with and without the project are 
summarized in the Traffic and Transportation Technical Report 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appen
dices.pdf) 
 
 
__________________________________________________________
_______   
 
 
>>> # 8 
>>> COST BENEFIT STUDY 
>>> Why was this Not Done ? 
>>> When will it be Done ? 
>>> 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_11_traffic_transportation_technical_report_without_appendices.pdf
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At this time, it is anticipated that the project will be funded by the 
concessionaire without funding from the Commonwealth. 
 
 
>>> # 9 
>>> DOES 495NEXT PHASED PROJECT MEET REQUIRED PURPOSE AND 
NEED ? 
>>> Exactly How ? What are the Facts and Data ? 
>>> 
The I-495 Northern Extension Environmental Assessment Document 
(http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-
495_next_1a_environmental_assessment_final_noappendices.pdf) 
addresses the project Purpose and Need in Chapter 1. The document 
demonstrates how the project meets the purpose and need. The final 
determination on whether or not the project addresses the Purpose 
and Need will be made by FHWA based on the revised documents that 
address comments received by the Study Team. 
>>> 
>>> 
>>> Your rapid response is appreciated by the MCA Transportation 
Committee. 
>>> 
>>> Thanks……April Georgelas 
 
Abi Lerner, P.E. 
Associate Manager of Special Project Development 
VDOT-NOVA District 
4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030 
Office Phone: 703-259-3345 
Mobile: 703-414-9299 
abraham.lerner@vdot.virginia.gov 
 
 
On Thu, Jul 9, 2020 at 1:07 AM April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
Clerk to the BOS… 
Please share the following emails, sent  to Abi Lerner and Officials, with 
BOS. 
Thanks… 
 
April Georgelas 
[REMOVED] 
McLean, VA 22101 
 
 

http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_1a_environmental_assessment_final_noappendices.pdf
http://www.495northernextension.org/documents/pim032020/i-495_next_1a_environmental_assessment_final_noappendices.pdf


 
Abi…. 
 
MCA Transportation Committee is still awaiting your Responses to the 
495NEXT Study Questions submitted July 1, 2020. 
Please acknowledge receipt of these emails. 
Please answer the Questions about the Missing Studies,  #1-#9 in the 
following email dated July 1, 2010. 
Please copy Officials and Others listed in this email heading. 
Please enter all Questions following and your Responses  in the 
495NEXT Public Comment Section. 
 
Is the NEPA for 495NEXT really Complete ?    
Are some Studies Missing ? 
 
 
The #1 Study…for example : 
CHOKE POINT & CONNECTION POINT STUDIES at GW Parkway before 
the American Legion Bridge are of particular interest and importance 
because these Studies will show Traffic Impacts for the 495 Corridor, 
the Region, the 123 & Old Dominion Corridors, Tysons, McLean, 
McLean CBC, Neighborhood Streets and Cut Thru Traffic, etc.. 
Isn’t this correct ? 
 
These Studies, especially the CHOKE POINT STUDY,  should trigger 
Additional  Appropriate Road Impact Studies and Real Road Impact 
Results for the Region and McLean.  
Correct ? 
 
The old 2018 Intersection Study Models submitted (with MD New Built 
Bridge Assumptions ... in MD NO Build Models)  will probably no longer 
apply to Real Regional Traffic Impacts for 495NEXT. 
Correct ? 
 
Susan Shaw told Residents at the VDOT 495NEXT Community Meeting 
on May 20, 2019…that this CHOKE POINT STUDY at GW Area would be 
included in the NEPA. ( Can be referenced in the May 20th 495NEXT 
Meeting Transcript I also sent on July 1st…..Page 8, line 10. This 
Transcript is also online at 495NEXT. ) 
 
Why was CHOKE POINT STUDY & Connection Studies not included in 
NEPA ? 
When will this Study (Studies) be Completed ? 
 



 
Your Answers to the Other Listed Studies in the following submitted 
email would also be appreciated….ASAP. 
 
Thanks……..April Georgelas 
 
 
 
 
On Jul 1, 2020, at 7:04 AM, April <askapril@cox.net> wrote: 
> 
> 
>> Clerk to the BOS… 
>> Please share the following email,  sent to Abi Lerner and Officials 
regarding 495NEXT, with BOS. 
>> Thanks… 
>> 
>> April Georgelas 
>> [REMOVED] 
>> McLean, VA 22101 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> Abi…. 
>> 
>> MCA Transportation Committee (TC) is reviewing the VDOT 
495NEXT PHASED EA Documents and it would be helpful if you address 
the following 495NEXT Study Questions.  Direct answers are 
appreciated. 
>> The deadline for Data and Fact submission to TC is July 1, 2020. 
>> 
>> The Questions TC needs answered are followed by some comments 
and references to the May 20, 2019 VDOT 495NEXT Community 
Meeting Transcript. This Transcript is online at the 495NEXT site. 
>> I will copy everyone on this Transcript following this email. 
>> The Transcript is worth reading, especially if you missed the VDOT 
495NEXT PHASED COMMUNITY MEETING on May 20, 2019. 
>> 
>> 
> 
>> #1    
>> 495NEXT PHASED CHOKE POINT STUDY and CONNECTION POINT 
STUDIES at GW Area on 495 North to MD (MD No Build) 
>> 



>> When will the New Connection Point Studies for all Lanes at the GW 
Area be Done ? 
>> Why was the Promised Choke Point Study Not Done ? 
>> When will this 495NEXT Choke Point Study be Done ? (MD NO Build) 
>> 
>> (In the May 20, 2019 VDOT 495NEXT Community Meeting 
Transcript, Susan Shaw stated about this Choke Point Study on page 8, 
line 10… 
>> ”So, we do not have that traffic analysis just yet. We are….to have 
that later in the study…..But I would say I would expect there to be a 
bottleneck without increase capacity on the bridge.” 
>> 
>> Page 55, line 5... begins a discussion regarding mitigation of GW 
connection impacts. Susan says…” We don’t have those studies yet. 
That’s something certainly the Park is vey interested in and we are as 
well.” ) 
>> 
>> Adding 2 HOTLanes at the GW Area before the American Legion 
Bridge will greatly increase Capacity and Congestion in an already 
Traffic Jammed Area. This will Negatively Impact 495, Neighborhoods, 
McLean, CBC and Region Traffic, including 66.  
>> Please share your Studies …and/or Intended Studies. 
>> 
>> 
>> #2 
>> NOISE IMPACT STUDIES for FLYOVER RAMP CONNECTING TO GW 
PARKWAY 
>> 
>> Why was this Study Not Done ? 
>> When will this Study be Done ? 
>> How will Noise Increases be Mitigated for Area Neighborhoods ? 
>> 
>> ( Flyover Ramps have huge Negative Noise impacts that cannot be 
Mitigated and ruin Neighborhoods... according to former Supervisor 
Smyth in BOS 495NEXT Briefing Meeting.) 
>> 
>> 
>> #3 
>> INADEQUATE ROAD IMPACT STUDIES 
>> 
>> When will Adequate Area and Regional Road traffic Impact Studies 
be Done ? 
>> 
>> Only a few roads off Swinks Mill have been Studied in EA. 



>> 
>> Page 30, line 19-23…..Susan Shaw says…”we look at how the project 
impacts traffic in and around the Beltway, not just at the 
Beltway…….we understand it’s a regional network and we want to see 
how what we do on one area might impact flowing traffic in another.” 
>> 
>> There appears to be NO Traffic Impact Studies for the Region, 66 
Area, Tysons Area, McLean, McLean CBC, the 123 and Old Dominion 
Corridors, or for Neighborhood Cut Thru Traffic Areas of Major Concern  
for many years since the opening of the HOTLane Shoulder Lane 
Extension at the 495 GW Connection Area, North to MD.  
>> This Additional Merge Lane has caused a Major Merge Mess and 
moved the CHOKE Point from Dulles Area to the GW Area….BEFORE 
the American Legion Bridge. 
>> 
>> 
>> Susan Shaw also states “Improvements on side streets”. 
>> Where is this Data ? 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> #4 
>> INTERSECTION STUDIES 
>> 
>> When will current Intersection Studies be done without inclusion of 
unstudied CLRP proposed projects ? 
>> 
>> MCA Transportation Committee was told that the  lack of Road 
Studies would be covered by Regional Intersection Studies. 
>> These Intersection Studies were completed in 2018 and are out of 
date with “assumed" data….not facts. 
>> Thes Intersection Studies apparently were not based on Facts, but 
included the Assumption that MD Has Built the New Bridge and 
HOTLanes….even in the MD NO Build Studies. 
>> This is due to the automatic inclusion of proposed projects in the 
CLRP. 
>> 
>> On page 16, line 4-9…Susan Shaw states that…”….both Virginia and 
Maryland have their projects in what we call the approved constrained 
long-range plan (CLRP) .  And so from an environmental, regulatory 
standpoint we’re required, when we do our traffic study, to include 
their project because the region has voted to include their project.” 
>> 



>> Projects in the CLRPs are not Studied for Traffic Impacts and 
Environmental Impacts at this point.  Are they ? 
>> There are only Assumptions that projects are "successful”.  Is this 
true? 
>> This lack of Data and Facts skews the later resulting Traffic Impact 
Studies Results done by VDOT or FCDOT. 
>> 
>> Also, projects in the CLRP are not “voted” in by the Region or the 
Public. 
>> Public Transparency is Greatly Lacking when it comes to CLRP 
Process and Inclusions. 
>> 
>> 
>> #5 
>> CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDIES 
>> Why were these Not Done ? 
>> When will these be Done for Region ?    
>> Done for Tysons Area, McLean, McLean CBC, 123 & Old Dominion 
Corridors, Neighborhood Cut Thru Traffic ? 
>> 
>> Susan Shaw indicated that these Studies would be Included in 
Documents. 
>> 
>> Susan told Transportation Committee  that all work along corridor 
would be happening at the same time. 
>> Three New Bridges, Access Ramps, Flyover Ramps, Sound Walls 
removed and replaced, Tree Removal Areas, Temporary Construction 
Easement Areas & Staging Zones….All will apparently have Impacts on 
Regional & Area Traffic. 
>> 
>> 
>> WHAT IS REGIONAL TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN DURING 
CONSTRUCTION ? 
>> 
>> 
>> #6 
>> GW PARKWAY TRAFFIC USAGE COUNTS 
>> What are the Northbound 495 Access Traffic Counts onto GW 
Parkway ? 
>> From 495 currently and after 495NEXT Build ? 
>> From the proposed New HOTLane FLYOVER Ramp Connection to 
GW ? 
>> 
>> 



>> #7 
>> BENEFITS OF TRAFFIC STUDIES 
>> 
>> What are the Real Traffic Benefits for our Region ?  
>> Benefits for General Drivers and Area Neighborhoods ? 
>> Where is the Data ? 
>> Is Raw Data Presented ….Not Relevant Data ? 
>> 
>> Page 6, line 13-16 
>> Susan Shaw states…”Now, we are going to look at the traffic  
benefits. If they are not there, you know, we don’t have a project. We 
need to meet our purpose and need. We need to look at what the 
project benefits are. 
>> 
>> Page 29, line 16-23 
>> Page 30, line 1-2 
>> Susan Shaw stated …”We believe that our traffic studies that we 
come back to you with in the fall (2019 Fall Meeting was cancelled) will 
demonstrate that there’s a benefit to the project ...( 495NEXT  Stand 
Alone Project, MD No Build). 
>> “….if our traffic studies  show there is absolutely no benefits, we 
won’t move forward. We won’t.” 
>> 
>> “Benefits" should include more than just Benefits for a few HOTLane 
Drivers accessing the GW Parkway more quickly, while General Lane 
Drivers are idling in Jammed Traffic Congestion at GW Access Merge 
Mess Area….Before the American Legion Bridge. 
>> 
>> Dealing with convenient “absolutes” and “assumptions” can result 
in bad traffic decisions. 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> # 8 
>> COST BENEFIT STUDY 
>> Why was this Not Done ? 
>> When will it be Done ? 
>> 
>> 
>> # 9 
>> DOES 495NEXT PHASED PROJECT MEET REQUIRED PURPOSE AND 
NEED ? 
>> Exactly How ? What are the Facts and Data ? 
>> 



>> 
>> 
>> 
>> Your rapid response is appreciated by the MCA Transportation 
Committee. 
>> 
>> Thanks……April Georgelas 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
> 
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Our entire family OPPOSES 495 Next.  
It is a totally flawed and useless project, which will adversely affect the 
environment and is financially unstable. 
In all fairness to the taxpayers, POSTPONE the Dec. 4th "Public 
Comments." 
UPDATE the traffic studies to reflect the new and current conditions, 
which are dramatically different. 
Sincerely, 

Carol 
Harrison 
Gregory 
Grady, Esq. 

Traffic 
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 



 
Environmental 
 
As documented in the Environmental Assessment, 
impacts to the natural and human environments are 
anticipated. If, following the public hearing and comment 
response period, significant impacts are identified, FHWA 
and VDOT would need to initiate an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the environmental 
study process. On the other hand, if no significant impacts 
are identified, VDOT would request a Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) from FHWA. The FONSI would 
document FHWA’s selected action and document the 
absence of significant impacts. The issuance of the FONSI 
would complete the study process. 
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DEAR ELECTED OFFICIALS: 
NOW IS NOT THE TIME FOR 495 NEXT, NOT BEFORE MARYLAND!! 
It just doesn’t make any sense...What is going on?  
Why before Maryland when it worsens our traffic? Why during the 
middle of a pandemic when the impact on traffic and future 
commuting patterns has not been properly studied?  Why before a 
proper storm water management plan has been presented, on that 
includes correcting the damage here, in our impacted area rather than 
“buy credits” and improving another area.  Why when there is no 
feasible or proper mitigation of impact on environment, historic 
byways, tree canopies, and endangered species?  And why in the face 
of the Maryland Delegates sharp rebuke of the project and demanding 
that plans go back to the drawing board for a modern transit solution?  
Why when the Department of Defense, The Army Corp of Engineers, 
The Department of the Interior, The Environmental Protection Agency, 
and the Fairfax County Parks Authority all have question why there was 
only one build alternative, and have “robustly” suggested that another 
alternative be studied.  
It just doesn’t make any sense...Why the rush? 
As a resident and citizen, I request that you undertake  the following 
actions: 
PAUSE 495NEXT construction — Not Before Maryland 
POSTPONE the “Public Comment” deadline Friday, December 4th 
REDO TRAFFIC STUDIES based on “current conditions” 
REVALUATE the P3 Partnership based on “current conditions” 

Karie 
Womack 

Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align the 
design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative that 
results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is a 
focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless connection 
but to also focus on efficient construction to minimize 
disruption to the traveling public. The Record of Decision 
for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in Maryland 
is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  Maryland has 
selected a Preferred Alternative that would provide the 
most seamless connection with the Virginia 495 Express 
Lanes project and has selected a project developer for 
advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed Lanes Phase 1 
project. 

Study & Outreach 
 
Build Alternative 
 
VDOT, in coordination with FHWA, local governments, 
and stakeholders, identified an alternative that would 
meet the project Purpose and Need: reduce congestion, 
provide new travel choices, and improve travel reliability 
along I-495. The I-495 NEXT Build Alternative was 
identified as the only reasonable alternative to advance 
based on the Purpose and Need for the study. Two 
managed lanes in each direction would have a similar 
footprint to one managed lane because a single managed 



lane would require a wider paved left-side shoulder for 
safety concerns and emergency access. Therefore, the 
2045 Build scenario evaluated two managed lanes in each 
direction, as well as various interchange designs. Adding 
two managed lanes in each direction is also consistent 
with the typical section on the adjacent southern section 
of I-495. 
  
The I-495 NEXT Environmental Assessment (EA) identified 
one build alternative which is acceptable under FHWA’s 
Technical Advisory T 6640.8A Guidance for Preparing and 
Processing Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents 
(FHWA, 1987). These decisions were presented to state 
and federal permitting agencies through project-specific 
agency meetings and coordination as the study 
developed. Under Technical Advisory T6640.8A, it states 
that “An EA does not need to evaluate in detail all 
reasonable alternatives for the project and may be 
prepared for one or more build alternatives.” The single 
build alternative leaves ample flexibility for different 
designs to be considered if the project advances to 
permitting and more detailed phases of design following 
an FHWA NEPA decision. 
  
Public Comment Deadline 
 
The response deadline for public comments was 
consistent with federal and state requirements, and 
provided the public with 60 days to review and comment 
following the first public hearing, and 282 days following 
the release of materials to the public, prior to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
Environmental 
 
Stormwater Management 
 
I-495 NEXT is required to comply with the administration, 
implementation, and enforcement of the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Act through permits issued by a 
Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) 
authority. In accordance with the Virginia Administrative 
Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater management 
infrastructure would be provided to address runoff from 



new impervious surfaces.  Water quality best 
management practices (BMP) would mitigate the nutrient 
impact from the new impervious surfaces. Water quantity 
would be addressed through the implementation of 
stormwater management facilities, adequate outfall, and 
channel and flood protection requirements. Stormwater 
management facilities would be designed to address 
runoff capacity and velocity, and receiving waters would 
be analyzed for outfall adequacy. 
 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity 
for the existing impervious area within the limits of 
disturbance are not required in accordance with I-495 
NEXT’s specific project requirements as outlined in 
9VAC25-870. Runoff for the existing impervious surface is 
being addressed through VDOT’s Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4).  
 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options 
to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
(VDEQ) to provide a holistic view of impacts to the 
surrounding properties should the project meet County 
requirements. VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that 
the impact to residences and loss of natural habitat were 
too great to follow more stringent regulations. This 
documentation has also been shared with Fairfax County. 
The current SWM approach for the I-495 NEXT project 
satisfies the requirements to the maximum extent 
practicable with the application of both onsite SWM 
facilities and nutrient credits. This approach was 
confirmed after 18 months of coordination between 
VDEQ, VDOT and Fairfax County to identify a balanced 
solution. 
 
Mitigation Measures 
 
Mitigation has been considered during preliminary design 
and development of the EA, and would be developed in 
detail during the final design and permitting phase. 
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495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : I believe this will damage the environment in 
a permanent nature which will not be able to be fixed. It is an 

Shashank 
Desai 

Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
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incredible watershed area, Scott’s from preserve is a small area of 
green in an otherwise increasing Metropolitan area and if we lose this 
area green now, will will likely lose it forever As the area around it 
continues to expand. 
495NextComments_Q03 : I do not think it is wise to rush into 
expanding VA for expand when the Maryland legislature has not signed 
off on Maryland Lane expansion and Department of Navy as well as 
various environmental groups have all stopped potential expansion of 
Maryland lanes. As a result the American Legion bridge will not be 
expanded and therefore Maryland lanes will not be expanded, so 
basically this becomes a Virginia expansion only which does not 
alleviate the problem of increased traffic bottlenecking at the bridge. A 
more cohesive plan where there is continued support across state lines 
ensuring that the bridge has added lanes would be necessary for the 
VA for the 495 expansion project makes sense. At this point in time it 
does not exist. In addition there is no way to know what post pandemic 
traffic patterns will be like, it Makes more sense to wait to establish 
what is truly needed and what both states agree Support. 

routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project.  
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
 
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

Environmental 
 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve 
 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature 



Preserve and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a 
worst-case estimate based on the current Limits of 
Disturbance). Land that would be permanently converted 
from the Scott’s Run Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 
right-of-way and is currently wooded with no pedestrian 
or recreational use. Therefore, no changes to the current 
trail network configuration within the Preserve are 
anticipated. Minor changes in noise levels and visual 
quality could occur. Access to the Preserve would not be 
impacted by the proposed project and will remain as it 
currently exists. Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
6(f), potential replacement land has been identified at the 
corner of Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike and is 
approximately 1.48 acres in size. Currently, the parcel is 
owned by VDOT, and VDOT proposes to transfer 
ownership of the parcel to the FCPA for future use as 
additional parking for individuals visiting the Scott’s Run 
Nature Preserve. The process to identify and process the 
land transfer [under Section 6(f)] is on-going and will be 
completed following the NEPA decision document. 
 
Potomac Watershed 
 
The study area lies within the Middle Potomac-Catoctin 
watershed, and is within the Potomac River-Difficult Run 
subwatershed and the Potomac River-Nicholas Run-Scott 
Run subwatershed. During final design and permitting, 
the impacts to streams and wetlands would be avoided 
and minimized to the greatest extent practicable through 
strategies such as bridging, minor alignment shifts in 
localized areas to avoid lateral encroachments, and 
adjustments in construction means and methods to 
reduce the length of permanent and temporary stream 
impacts. Potential compensatory mitigation credits have 
been identified, as noted in Table 3-8 of the EA. Impacts 
and potential mitigation measures will continue to be 
refined through final design and coordination with 
permitting agencies. 
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I am writing an opposition for expansion of VA 495.  There are a variety 
of reasons why it’s expansion project should not go into effect. First, 
Maryland legislature has effectively stopped expansion of Maryland 
lanes, it is also not supported expansion of the American Legion bridge. 
Therefore if only 495 lanes on the VA side are expanded, it effectively 

Shashank 
Desai 
 

Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 



ation & 
Transit  

Traffic 
(similar to 
.689) 

 

just worsens the bottleneck that already exists with old traffic patterns 
on the VA side. 
In order is fully support this process, there should be a cohesive plan 
between both states across state borders that include expansion of 
both sides of 495 on the Virginia as well as the Maryland  side as well 
as the American Legion bridge. Unless this is clearly supported by both 
states, with a clearly defined plan, the plan should not go forth. 
Scott’s run is a l wonderful preserved Fairfax County Park, in an 
increasing metropolitan landscape. It has taken millions of years to 
create, and is a natural estuary for multiple forms of marine and forest 
life. It  Should not be sacrificed with the current disorganized plan with 
no clear consensus, it will cause irreparable harm to the ecosystem of 
Fairfax county, and the Potomac watershed was area. 
In addition, the Langley swim and tennis club will be forever changed 
and should not be sacrificed you to the whims of VDOT- what has failed 
to demonstrate a cohesive plan supported by multiple groups. 
Currently VDOt has the opposition of multiple groups, and has failed to 
show any willingness to build a cohesive inclusive plan. 
Sincerely, 

volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project.  
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion during the Spring of 2021. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
Environmental 
 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve 
 
The project is anticipated to result in approximately 1.10 
acres of permanent impact on Scott’s Run Nature 
Preserve and 3.01 acres of temporary easement within (a 
worst-case estimate based on the current Limits of 



Disturbance). Land that would be permanently converted 
from the Scott’s Run Nature Preserve abuts existing I-495 
right-of-way and is currently wooded with no pedestrian 
or recreational use. Therefore, no changes to the current 
trail network configuration within the Preserve are 
anticipated. Minor changes in noise levels and visual 
quality could occur. Access to the Preserve would not be 
impacted by the proposed project and will remain as it 
currently exists. Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
6(f), potential replacement land has been identified at the 
corner of Balls Hill Road and Georgetown Pike and is 
approximately 1.48 acres in size. Currently, the parcel is 
owned by VDOT, and VDOT proposes to transfer 
ownership of the parcel to the FCPA for future use as 
additional parking for individuals visiting the Scott’s Run 
Nature Preserve. The process to identify and process the 
land transfer [under Section 6(f)] is on-going and will be 
completed following the NEPA decision document. 
 
Potomac Watershed 
 
The study area lies within the Middle Potomac-Catoctin 
watershed, and is within the Potomac River-Difficult Run 
subwatershed and the Potomac River-Nicholas Run-Scott 
Run subwatershed. During final design and permitting, 
the impacts to streams and wetlands would be avoided 
and minimized to the greatest extent practicable through 
strategies such as bridging, minor alignment shifts in 
localized areas to avoid lateral encroachments, and 
adjustments in construction means and methods to 
reduce the length of permanent and temporary stream 
impacts. Potential compensatory mitigation credits have 
been identified, as noted in Table 3-8 of the EA. Impacts 
and potential mitigation measures will continue to be 
refined through final design and coordination with 
permitting agencies. 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : Please don’t hastily make decisions which 
are not in the best interest of citizens and environment 

Gohar 
Qureshi 

Since spring 2018, VDOT has held three public meetings, 
two question and answer sessions for the general public, 
two public hearings, 23 meetings with elected officials, 
109 meetings with stakeholders and agencies, 22 
meetings with homeowners and business associations, 
and 22 one-on-one meetings with property owners.  
 



The Environmental Assessment and supporting technical 
studies and documentation in the technical reports are 
prepared to a level of detail that allows FHWA to make an 
independent decision on the path forward for the project, 
as well as to assess the level of environmental impacts 
associated with the project. 
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I OPPOSE THE CURRENT PLAN AND STRONGLY AGREE WITH ALL 
COMMENTS BELOW. 
---------COMMENTS BELOW---------- 
Do you support the propoersed I-495 Express Lanes Northern 
Extension project?  No.   I OPOSE THE CURRENT PLAN.  This plan is 
severly flawed. Not before Maryland, it increases traffic and harms VA. 
We must have a Alternative Build Options, a full Environmental Impact 
Study, a P3 High Level Public Benefit Study, Traffic Studies that reflect 
post- [text cut off in screen shot]. 
Do you have any comments about the environmental assessment? The 
EA is severely flawed. No mitigation plan + only 20% can be mitigated 
requires a full Environmental Impact Study.  Environment, water noise, 
air, health, the Potomac Watershed, Cultural, Historic, Social Harms are 
everywhere.  There are No Build Alternatives. 
Do you have any comments on the proposed design?  The design is 
severely flawed.  It’s based on old traffic studies, not current 
conditions, and is based on the ALMB having already been built.  Traffic 
is worse. Flyovers to the at full-capacity GWP is not necessary.  The 
bottleneck at the bridge is moved, not solved. 
Maryland position is unclear.  
It is important for all of us in McLean, Great Falls, and the Northern 
Virginia Region to understand the level of opposition that has risen in 
Maryland as this will take significant time to sort through. This is 
especially important because to build before MD subjects Northern 
Virginia to years of additional traffic delays. (More lanes into the same 
size funnel…moving the chokepoint, not solving the chokepoint).  
Specifically:  
Department of the Navy will not relinquish their land as it is Mission 
Critical to national security 
Montgomery County, 70,000 people + the Mayor say no 
Maryland Legislators have sent a harsh rebuke to MDOT and refuse to 
let the project proceed under the current plan 
Maryland National Capital Parks and Planning Commission has sent 314 
legal points of objection to MDOT & Maryland EPA through their 
outside counsel, Akin Gump  
The Army Corp of Engineers rebuked the project design, as did the EPA 
This project, as noted in the publications Washington Post, Maryland 
Matters, and Greater Greater Washington 

Mary G. 
McCarthy 

The forwarded comments from #201204.640 are 
responded to separately. 
 
Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project.  
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  
VDOT is conducting a detailed sensitivity analysis on 
projected future traffic volumes and congestion given the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Results will be shared with the 
public upon completion. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 



There is a website that details every aspect if interested: 
https://www.cabe495.com/  
 
Additionally, many should be aware of the Virginia opposition that has 
ramped up: 
Great Falls Citizens Association voted on November 17th to amend its 
previous comments to express its position that the project should be 
coordinated with the expansion of the American Legion Bridge and the 
Maryland side of the Beltway. The Board heard discussion from 
members that without appropriate coordination of the construction 
project with Maryland, it would not cure the Beltway gridlock and 
might create additional bottlenecks on local roads like Georgetown 
Pike.  
Langley Swim and Tennis Club opposes the project as it currently 
stands as it is harmful to Official Club Business, Property, Members, 
and access to Scott’s Run Nature Preserve 
Northern Virginia Citizens Association has firmly opposes the project as 
it currently stands, expressing such to: The Secretary of 
Transportation/VDOT, Elected Virginia Officials, and the Board of 
Supervisors (see detailed objections below) 
HOAs, Citizen Associations and environmental organizations all have 
registered opposition to the current plan 
 
The demonstrated bias of VDOT in pushing through this project is an 
appalling suppression of truth and transparency. The project as it 
stands 
increases traffic congestion building before Maryland 
devastates our environment 
skirts law through disingenuous trickery: “ARCA-continuation of past 
project; Stand Alone/Independent Project; Concessionaire 
Enhancement” and other such manuerving so as not to have done a 
complete Environmental Impact Study, Visual Assessment Studies, and 
the P3 High Level Detail Screening Report and Recommendation, 
among many many other studies 
relies on traffic analysis that is both outdated and deceptive 
harms our citizens health, homes, finances 
fails to present alternative build options  
bypassed law in not receiving P3 approval prior 
is only 20% complete, yet is being pushed through 
is only now undertaking legally required transit studies that should 
have been undertaken prior  
did not meet the procedural or legal level of public outreach 
fails to mitigate more than 80% of the damage to our area 
lacks stormwater mitigation plans for most affected areas  

Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

Environmental 
 
Environmental Document 
 
The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. Following the 
Public Hearing and receipt of public and agency comment, 
VDOT has been working with FHWA to respond to 
substantive public comments and complete any 
additional analyses that are deemed necessary for the 
NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will request a 
NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of these efforts 
do not identify any significant impacts, VDOT would 
request a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from 
FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s selected 
action and document the absence of significant impacts. 
The issuance of the FONSI would complete the study 
process. On the other hand, if significant impacts are 
identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 
 
Build Alternative 
 
VDOT, in coordination with FHWA, local governments, 
and stakeholders, identified an alternative that would 
meet the project Purpose and Need: reduce congestion, 
provide new travel choices, and improve travel reliability 
along I-495. The I-495 NEXT Build Alternative was 
identified as the only reasonable alternative to advance 
based on the Purpose and Need for the study. Two 
managed lanes in each direction would have a similar 
footprint to one managed lane because a single managed 
lane would require a wider paved left-side shoulder for 
safety concerns and emergency access. Therefore, the 
2045 Build scenario evaluated two managed lanes in each 
direction, as well as various interchange designs. Adding 

https://www.cabe495.com/


does not meet water quality standards 
harms the Potomac Watershed 
subjects us, our children, air, water, lungs, brains to cancerous silica 
poison as hidden by the inadquate Virginia Environmental Assessment, 
but shown in the more thorough Maryland Environmental Impact 
Study 
is not aligned with the approval and timing of Maryland’s companion 
project as Maryland undergoes Montgomery county, citizen, National 
Parks and Planning Commission 
may be illegal according to ARCA, Concessioner’s legal point of 
terminus (Old Dominion), P3 Laws, and the HB1414  The 2020 Omnibus 
Transportation Bill,  § 33.2-1803.1  
citizens will pay through 1) taxes that will maintain the HOT Lanes that 
Transurban will receive profit from, 2) Tolls, 3) Public Land Grabs, 3) 
Cultural and Historical Artifacts, 4) Quality of Life, 5) Guaranteed 
Minimum Profits and Subsidies, and Lower TIFIA rates 
the list could go on for pages... 
-------------INCLUDES COMMENTS ALSO FROM 201204.640---------- 

two managed lanes in each direction is also consistent 
with the typical section on the adjacent southern section 
of I-495. The single build alternative leaves ample 
flexibility for different design options to be considered if 
the project advances to permitting and more detailed 
phases of design following an FHWA NEPA decision. 
 
Stormwater Mitigation 
 
I-495 NEXT is required to comply with the administration, 
implementation, and enforcement of the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Act through permits issued by a 
Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) 
authority. In accordance with the Virginia Administrative 
Code (9VAC25-870), stormwater management 
infrastructure would be provided to address runoff from 
new impervious surfaces.  Water quality best 
management practices (BMP) would mitigate the nutrient 
impact from the new impervious surfaces. Water quantity 
would be addressed through the implementation of 
stormwater management facilities, adequate outfall, and 
channel and flood protection requirements. Stormwater 
management facilities would be designed to address 
runoff capacity and velocity, and receiving waters would 
be analyzed for outfall adequacy. 
 
Stormwater BMPs for water quality and water quantity 
for the existing impervious area within the limits of 
disturbance are not required in accordance with I-495 
NEXT’s specific project requirements as outlined in 
9VAC25-870. Runoff for the existing impervious surface is 
being addressed through VDOT’s Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4).  
 
VDOT presented stormwater management (SWM) options 
to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
(VDEQ) to provide a holistic view of impacts to the 
surrounding properties should the project meet County 
requirements. VDEQ agreed with VDOT’s assessment that 
the impact to residences and loss of natural habitat were 
too great to follow more stringent regulations. This 
documentation has also been shared with Fairfax County. 
The current SWM approach for the I-495 NEXT project 
satisfies the requirements to the maximum extent 



practicable with the application of both onsite SWM 
facilities and nutrient credits. This approach was 
confirmed after 18 months of coordination between 
VDEQ, VDOT and Fairfax County to identify a balanced 
solution. 
 
Potomac Watershed  
 
The study area lies within the Middle Potomac-Catoctin 
watershed, and is within the Potomac River-Difficult Run 
subwatershed and the Potomac River-Nicholas Run-Scott 
Run subwatershed. During final design and permitting, 
the impacts to streams and wetlands would be avoided 
and minimized to the greatest extent practicable through 
strategies such as bridging, minor alignment shifts in 
localized areas to avoid lateral encroachments, and 
adjustments in construction means and methods to 
reduce the length of permanent and temporary stream 
impacts. Potential compensatory mitigation credits have 
been identified, as noted in Table 3-8 of the EA. Impacts 
and potential mitigation measures will continue to be 
refined through final design and coordination with 
permitting agencies. 
 
Silica Dust 
 
The I-495 NEXT project will follow all state and federal 
regulations, including on-site regulations for workers 
related to silica dust and other types of fugitive dust. With 
these measures in place, it is not expected that silica dust 
will migrate to areas where the public frequents, 
including adjacent residential areas. All construction 
activities will be required to adhere to VDEQ’s fugitive 
dust regulation (9 VAC 5-50, Article 1, et seq.), which 
would have the effect of minimizing all fugitive 
construction dust, including silica. 

201205.
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Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Julie A 
Reese 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 
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Traffic,  

Regional 
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Transit,  

Environm
ental 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : I strongly oppose the project. It increases, 
not decreases, traffic problems unless and until Maryland expands the 
American Legion Bridge. Therefore at a minimum the project should 
not proceed until it is certain the the bridge expansion will proceed 
(and it is far from certain at this point that the bridge expansion will 
proceed). 
495NextComments_Q02 : From the deficiencies in mitigation and other 
areas it is clear the that Environmental Assessment is flawed, and that 
a full Environmental Impact Statement should be done. 
495NextComments_Q03 : The design should be based on traffic studies 
taking current conditions into account, the studies in the 
Environmental Assessment are too old and were done under very 
different conditions than those that exist today. 

Patrick W 
Lynch 

Traffic 
 
By increasing the person-carrying capacity of I-495 and by 
providing a reliable travel option using the Express Lanes, 
drivers will have less incentive to use local cut-through 
routes. Traffic models project a reduction in traffic 
volume and a reduction in travel delay on the local street 
network, most notably along Georgetown Pike, with the 
project in place, even prior to the Maryland project.  
 
Traffic volumes are anticipated to return to pre-COVID-19 
levels by the time the project is constructed and 
operational. VDOT traffic count data shows that traffic 
volumes during the PM peak have returned to 
approximately 85-90% of pre-COVID volumes, and truck 
volumes are actually 10% higher or more than pre-COVID 
volumes. Furthermore, as the ALB has historically been 
one of the region’s worst bottlenecks, northbound 
congestion approaching the bridge has already been 
observed during the PM peak, including some days with 
spillback to the Dulles Toll Road.  VDOT is conducting a 
detailed sensitivity analysis on projected future traffic 
volumes and congestion given the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Results will be shared with the public upon completion 
during the Spring of 2021. 
 
Regional Transportation 
 
VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 
 
Environmental 
 



The NEPA process for the project will be completed when 
FHWA issues a NEPA decision document. Following the 
Public Hearing and receipt of public and agency comment, 
VDOT has been working with FHWA to respond to 
substantive public comments and complete any 
additional analyses that are deemed necessary for the 
NEPA process. Following that effort, VDOT will request a 
NEPA decision from FHWA. If the results of these efforts 
do not identify any significant impacts, VDOT would 
request a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from 
FHWA. The FONSI would document FHWA’s selected 
action and document the absence of significant impacts. 
The issuance of the FONSI would complete the study 
process. On the other hand, if significant impacts are 
identified, FHWA and VDOT would need to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to complete the 
environmental study process. 

201205.
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Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Toni Burger Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 
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Regional 
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Opposed until such time that Maryland and Virginia both are working 
together toward the same goal, and both moving forward with their 
piece of the extension. 
 

Vince 
Sedwick 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 
provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

201206.
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Regional 
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Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : This project doesn’t make any sense. Would 
reconsider if Maryland had approved their plans, and are moving 
forward. 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Vincent 
Sedwick 

VDOT continues to work closely with Maryland to align 
the design of Project NEXT with the selected alternative 
that results from Maryland’s environmental process. It is 
a focus of Virginia to not only provide a seamless 
connection but to also focus on efficient construction to 
minimize disruption to the traveling public. The Record of 
Decision for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study in 
Maryland is anticipated to be complete by Fall 2021.  
Maryland has selected a Preferred Alternative that would 



 

provide the most seamless connection with the Virginia 
495 Express Lanes project and has selected a project 
developer for advancing the Maryland I-495 Managed 
Lanes Phase 1 project. 

201207.
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Oppose 

 

Submission from L&D comments form: 
495NextComments_Q01 : No 
495NextComments_Q01b : 
495NextComments_Q02 : 
495NextComments_Q03 : 

Brook 
Whitley 

Comment expressing opposition for the I-495 NEXT 
project noted. 


	We will be glad to participate in additional meetings with the MCA Transportation Committee after the public hearing and before the end of the formal public comment period, which concludes on April 15, 2020. Additionally, we will continue to gather input from the public and community groups beyond April 15, 2020. This input will still be considered by the project team, but if received after April 15, 2020, will not be included in the official Public Hearing record.
	See response in the responses to Letters from Agencies, Organizations and Officials section in the EA.
	Scott KnightGreat Falls Citizen’s Association
	Dear Ms. Richter:
	Design
	Just want to inform you that GFCA will be submitting feedback on the 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension. This will have a significant impact because so many people rely on Georgetown Pike to get to the schools in Langley and work in DC/MD. We look forward to a solution that will reduce the backup on Georgetown Pike near the 495 intersection.
	Bike/Ped
	No acknowledgement response email needed.  Part of continued correspondence with Scott Knight. 6/5/2020.
	With the 495/Georgetown Pike intersection, were multiple design options considered including Single Point Urban Interchange and Diverging Diamond? Both designs would force those taking off-ramps from 495 to turn left or right instead of using the off and on ramps as a tool to get around standstill traffic. Based on the history with the rest of the 495 Express Lanes, the construction won't resolve congestion and so people will be engaging in this same behavior of using the off/on ramps as a passing lane and we recommend choosing a design that would stop it.
	We really appreciate that this effort should reduce the backups on Georgetown Pike that often extend as far as Spring Hill Road in the evening and that make it difficult to pick up kids at Cooper and Langley and elsewhere.
	Regardless of what design is chosen, the on-ramp from Georgetown Pike to north 495 needs to be widened so that the full volume of traffic from a left turn cycle can enter the ramp without blocking the intersection. GFCA supports having two full left turn lanes but VDOT won't see a benefit unless the on-ramp can receive that traffic. Currently it can't and the design doesn't seem to change that.
	We hope that VDOT can succeed in getting trails built from Lewinsville Road to the existing Potomac Heritage Trail along the Potomac River and connect to the American Legion Bridge. Lewinsville Road has bike/pedestrian paths that allow connectivity to both Dolly Madison/East Tysons and Spring Hill/West Tysons from/to Maryland and the Potomac Heritage Trail.
	Hope you are having a great weekend! Thank you for making the design materials available in Great Falls. They really helped during our last GFCA TRN meeting.
	Best wishes,
	Sherry Hill 
	Jeffrey Hardie

